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Suite of the Eaflern Empire in the Tenth Century. — . 

Extent and Divijion. — Wealth and Reoenue. — 

Palace of Conjlantinop’e. — Titles and Offices. — 
pride and Power of the Emperors. — Taiiics of 
the Greeks, Arabs, and Franks. — Lofs of the 
Latin Tongue. — Studies and Solitude of the 
Greeks. 

A RAY of hiftoric light feems to beam from the 
darknefs of the tenth century. We open with * 

eiiriofjty and refpedt the royal volumes of Conftan- Memorial* <.£ 
tine Porphyrogenitus which he compofed at a '•>« Greek 
mature age for the inftrudion of his fon , and 
which promife to unfold the ftate of the Haftera 
empire, both in peace and war, both at home 
VoL. X . B 
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For|)h)rugc« 
nitnt. 



and abroad. In the firft of thefe works he minutely 
dtfcribes the pompous ceremonies of the church 
and palace of Conftantinople , according to his 
own practice and that of his predecefTors In 
the fecond, he attempts an accurate furvey of the 
provinces, the themes^ as they were then deno- 
minated, both of Europe and Afia *. The fyftem 
of Roman tadlics , the difeipline and order of the 
troops, and the military operations by land and 
fea, are explained in the third of thefe didadic 
colledions, which may be aferibed to Conftantine 
or his father Leo *. In the fourth, of the admi- 
aiftration of the empire , he reveals the fecrets 
of the Byzantine policy , in friendly or hoftile 
intercourfe with the nations of the earth. The 
literary labours of the age, the pradlical fyftems 
of law, agriculture, and hiftory, might redound 
to the benefit of the fubjed and the honour of 
the Macedonian princes. The fixty books of the 
Bqftlics ', the code and pandeds of civil jurifpru- 
dence, were gradually framed in the three lirft 
reigns of that profperoiis dynafly. 7he art of 
agriculture had amufed the leifure , and exercifed 
the pens, of the bed and wifeft of the ancients; 
and their chofen precepts are comprifed in the 
twenty books of the Geoponics * of Conftantine. 
At his command, the hiftorical examples of vice 
and virtue were methodifed in lifty-three books \ 
and every citizen might apply , to his contem- 
poraries or himfelf, the leffon or the warning of 
paft times. From the auguft charader of a legis- 
lator, tire fovereign of the Eaft defeends to the 
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more humble office of a teacher and a fcribe s chap. 
and if his fucceflbrs and fubjedls were rcgardlefs tin. 
of his paternal cares, we may inhetit and enjoy 
the cverlafting legacy. 

A clofer furvcy will indeed reduce the value THeir impef. 
of the gift, and the gratitude of pofterity: in the 
polfeflion of thefe Imperial treafures, we may 
ftill deplore our poverty and ignorance; and'the 
fading glories of their authors will be obliterated 
by indilference or contempt. The Bafilics will 
fink to a broken copy, a partial and mutilated 
verfion in the Greek language , of the laws of 
Juftinian ; but the fenfe of the old civilians is 
often fuperfeded by the influence of bigotry; and 
the abfolute prohibition of divorce, concubinage, 
and intereft for money, enflavcs the freedom of 
trade and the happinefs of private life. In the 
hiftorical book , a fubjeeb of Conftantinc might 
admire the inimitable virtues of Greece and 
Rome: he might learn to what a pitch of energy 
and elevation the human charader had formerly 
afpired. But a contrary efted mull have been 
produced by a new edition of the lives of the 
faints, which the great logothete or chancellor of 
the empire was direded to prepare : and the 
dark fund of fuperflition was enriched by the 
fabulous and florid legends of Simon the Meta^ 
phrajl The merits and miracles of the whole 
calendar are of lefs account in the eyes of a fage 
than the toil of a Angle hulbandman , who mul- 
tiplies the gifts of the Creator and fupplies'' the 
food of hif brethren. Yet the royal authors of 

B 3 
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CHAP, the Geoponics were more fcrioufly employed in ex- 
Llll. pounding the precepts of the dcflroying art, which 
has been taught fince the days of Xenophon 
as the art of heroes and kings. But the Tadics 
of Leo and Conffantine are mingled with the 
bafer alloy of the age in which they lived. It 
was deftitute of original genius; they implicitly 
trariferibe the rules and maxinas which had been 
confirmed by viclorics. • It was unlkilled in the 
propriety of ftyle and method , they blindly con- 
found the moll diftant and difeordant inflitutions, 
the phalanx of Sparta and that of Alacedon , the 
legions of Cato and Trajan, of Auguftus and d heo- 
dofiu.s. Even the ufc, or at lead the importance, of 
thefe military rudiments may be fairly queftioned: 
their general theory is didated by reafon; but 
the merit; as well as difficulty, confiRs in the 
application. The difeipline of a foldier is formed 
by exercife rather than by fludy : the talents of 
a commander are appropriated to thofe calm 
though rapid minds , which nature produces to 
decide the fate of armies and nations : the former 
is the habit of a life, the latter the glance of a 
moment ; and the battles won by leflbns of tac- 
tics may be numbered with the epic poems 
created from the rules of criticifm. 1 he book 
of ceremonies isia recital, tedious yet imperfect, 
of the defpicable pageantry which had infected 
the church and date fince the gradual decay of 
_ the purity of the one and the power of the other. 
A review of the themes or provinces might pro- 
mife fuch authenuc and ufeful information, as 
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the curiofity of government only can obtain, in- chat. 
Read of traditionary fables on the origin of the 
cities , and malicious epigrams on the vices of 
their inhabitants Such information the hiflo- 
rian would have been pleafed to record; nor 
fliould his filence be condemned if the moft in- 
terefting objeds, the population of the capital 
and provinces , the amount of the taxes and re- 
venues, the numbers of fubjeds and ftrangers who 
ferved under the Imperial ftandard, have been un- 
noticed by Leo the philofopher, and his fon Con. 
ftantine. His treatife of the public adminiftration 
is- ftained with the fame blemiflies; yet it is dif- 
criminated by peculiar merit: the antiquities of 
the nations may be doubtful or fabulous ; but the 
geography and manners of the Barbaric world 
are delineated with curious accuracy. Of thefe oi 

nations, the Franks alone were qualified to qJj. 
ferve in their turn , and to deferibe , the metro- 
polis of the Eaft. The ambalTador of the great 
Otho, a bilhop of Cremona, has painted the 
ftate of Conftantinople about the middle of the 
tenth century: his ftyle is glowing, his narrative 
lively , his obfervation keen ; and even the pre- 
judices and pafllons of Liutprand are damped 
with an original charader of freedom and ge- 
nius From this fcanty fund of foreign and 
domeflic materials I (hall inveftigate th^ form 
and fubftance of the Byzantine empire ; the pro 
vinces and wealth , the civil government and 
military force , the charader and literature , of 
the Greeks in a period of fix hundred years, from 

B 3 
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(5 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the reign of llcraclius to the fucccLful invafion of 
the Franks or Latins. 

After the final divifibn between the fons of 
Thcodofnis, the Iwarms of Barbarians from Scy- 
thia and Germany overfpread the provinces and 
extinguiflicd the empire of ancient Rome. The 
weaknefs of Conllantinople was concealed by 
extent of dominion”: her limits \vere inviolate, 
or at lead entire; and the kingdom of Juftinian 
was enlarged by the fplendid acquifition of Afii- 
ca and Italy. But the poffelFion of thefe new 
conquefts was tranfient and precarious ; and al- 
moft a moiety of the Eaftern empire was torn 
away by the arms of the Saracens. Syria and 
Egypt were oppreffed by the Arabian caliphs; 
and , after the redudion of Africa , their lieute- 
nants invaded and fubdued the Roman province 
which had been changed into the Gothic mon- 
archy of Spain. The iflands of the Mediter- 
ranean were not inaccelTible to their naval 
powers; and it was from their extreme ftations, 
the harbours of Crete and the fortrefl'es of Cili- 
cia , that the faithful or rebel emirs infultcd the 
majefly of the throne and capital. The remain-r 
ing provinces under the obedience of the em- 
perors, were caft into a new mould; and the ^ 
jurifdidion of the prefidents , the confulars , and 
the counts , wa* fuperfeded by the inftitution of 
the themes", or military governments, which 
prevailed under the fucceffors of Heraclius, and 
are deferibed by the pen of the royal author. 
f)f the twenty- nine themes, twelve iji Europe 
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and feventeen in Afia, the origin is obfcure, the 
etymology doubtful or capricious: the limits 
were arbitrary and fludluating; but fome parti- 
cular names that found the moft ftrangely to our 
ear were derived from the charadler and attri- 
butes of the troops that were maintained at the 
expence , and for the guard , of the refpedlive 
divifions. The vanity of the Greek princes moft 
eagerly grafped the fhadow of conqueft and the 
memory of loft dominion. A new Mefopotamia 
was created on the weftern fide of the Euphrates: 
the appellation and prxtor of Sicily were trans- 
ferred to a narrow flip of Calabria; and a frag- 
ment of the dutchy of Bcneventum was promoted 
to the ftyle and title of the theme of Lombardy. 
In the decline of the Arabian empire , the fuc- 
ceflbrs of Conftantine might indulge their pride 
in more folid advantages.- The vidories of 
Nicephorus, John Zimifees, and Bafil the fecond, 
revived the fame and enlarged the boundaries of 
the Roman name: the province of Cilicia, the 
metropolis of Antioch , the iflands of Crete and 
Cyprus , were reftored to the allegiance of Chrift 
and Csefar : one third of Italy was annexed to 
the throne of Conftantinople : the kingdom of 
Bulgaria was deftroyed; and the laft fovereigns 
of the Macedonian dynafty extended their fway 
from the fources of the Tigris to the neighbour- 
hood of Rome. In the eleventh century, the 
profped was again clouded by new enemies and 
new misfortunes : the relics of Italy were fwept 
away by the Norman adventurers ; and almoft all 
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8 .THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the Afiatic branches were clifTcvered from the 
Roman trunk by the. Lurkifli conquerors. After 
thefe lolfes , the emperors of the Comnenian fa- 
mily continued to reign from the Danube to 
rdopoiufus, and from Belgrade to Nice, Tre- 
bizond, and tlie winding ftream of the Meander. 
The fpacious provinces of Thrace , Macedonia, 
^md Greece, were obedient to their feeptre ; the 
polTeffion of Cyprus, Rhodes, and Crete, was 
accompanied by the fifty iflands of the .Lgean or 
Holy Sea”; and'the remnant of their empire 
tranfeends the meafure of the largeft of the Eu- 
ropean kingdoms. 

The fame princes might affert, with dignity 
.and truth’, that of all the monarchs of Chriften- 
dom they pofleffed the greatefl; city ”, the moft 
ample revenue, the moft flouriftiing and populous 
ftate. With the decline and fall of the em- 
pire, the’ cities of the Weft had decayed and 
fallen; nor could the ruins of Rome, or the mud 
walls, wooden hovels, and narrow prccindls , 
of Paris and London , prepare the Latin ftranger 
to contemplate the fituation and extent of 
Conftantinople, her ftately palaces and churche.s, 
and the arts and luxuiy of an innumerable 
people. Her treafures might attrad, but her 
virgin ftrength had repelled, and ftill proraifed 
to repel , the audacious invafion of the 'Perfian 
and Bulgarian , the Arab and the Ruffian. The 
provinces were lefs fortunate and impregnable ; 
and few diftridls; few cities, could be difeovered 
which had not been violated by fome fierce Bar- 
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bari.^n , impatient to defpoil, becaufe he was 
hopelcfs to polTcfs. From the age of Jufliiiian 
the Eaftcrii empire was finking below its former 
level: the powers of deftrudion were more ac- 
tive than thofe of improvement; and the calami- 
ties of war were embittered by the more per- 
manent evils of civil and ecclefiaftical tyranny. 
The captive who had efcaped from the Barba- 
rians was often ftiipped and imprifoned by the 
minifters of his fovereign : the Greek fiiperllition 
relaxed the mind by prayer, and emaciated the 
body by fading; and the multitude of convents 
and fedivals diverted many hands and many days 
from the temporal fervicc of mankind. Yet the 
fubjecls of the Byzantine empire were ftill the 
moll dextrous and diligent of nations ; their 
country was blclTed by nature with every ad- 
vantage of foil, climate, and fituation ; and, in 
the fupport and reftoration of the art, their pati- 
ent and peaceful temper was more ufeful than 
the warlike fpirit and feudal anarchy of Europe. 
The provinces that ftill adhered to the empire^ 
were repeopled and enriched by the misfortunes 
of thofe which were irrecoverably loft. From 
the yoke of the caliphs, the Catholic.s of 
Syria, Egypt, and Africa, retired to the alle- 
giance of their prince, to the fociety of their 
brethren: the moveable wealth, which eludes 
the fearch of oppreflion , accompanied and 
alleviated their exile ; and Conftantinople receiv- 
ed into her bofom the fugitive trade of Alexan- 
dria and Tyre. The chiefs of Armenia and 
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Scythia , who fled from hoflile or religious pep, 
fecution , were hofpitably entertained : their fol- 
lowers were encouraged to build new cities and 
to cultivate wafte lands ; and many fpots , both 
in Europe and Afia, prefcrved the name, the 
manners , or at leaft the memory ; of thefe nati- 
onal colonies. Even the tribes of Barbarians, 
who had feated themfelves in arms on the ter- 
ritory of the empire, were gradually reclaimed 
to the laws of the church and ftate; and as 
long as they were feparated from the Greeks, 
their pollerity fupplied a race of faithful and 
obedient foldiers. Did we poflcfs futficient ma- 
terials to furvey the twenty. nine themes of the 
Byzantine monarchy, our curiofity might be 
I'atisfied with a chofen example : it is fortunate 
enough that the cleareft light fliould be thrown 
on.^the moft interefting province, and the name 
of PeloponesUS will awaken the attention of 
the claflic reader. 

As early as the eighth century, in the troubled 
reign of the Iconoclafts, Greece, and even Pelo- 
ponefus ”, were overrun by fome Sclavonian 
bands who outflripped the royal ftandard of Buh 
garia. The ftrangers of old , Cadmus , and Da^ 
iiaus , and Pelops, had planted in that fruitful 
foil, the feeds of policy and learning; but the 
fiivages of- the north eradicated what yet remained 
of their lickly and withered roots. In this irrup- 
tion, the country and the inhabitants were transi 
formed; the Grecian blood was contaminated; 
find the proudeft nobles of Pelopopefus were 
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branded with the names of foreigners and slaver, chap. 

' Py the diligence of fuccceding princes, the land uij, 
■was in fome meafure purified from the Barbari- 
ans ; and the humble remnant was bound by an 
oath of obedience, tribute, and military fervice, 
which they often renewed and often violated. 

The fjege of Patras was formed by a fingular 
concurrence of the Sclavonians of Pcloponefus 
and the Saracens of Africa. In their laft diftrefs, 
a pious fidion of the approach of the prxtor of 
Corinth, revived the courage of the citizens. 

Their fally was bold and fuccefsful; the ftrangers 
embarked, the rebels fubmitted, and the glory of 
the day was aferibed to a phantom or a ftranger , 
who fought in the foremoft ranks under the char- 
ader of St. Andrew the apoftle. The Ihrine which 
contained his relics was decorated with the tro- 
phies of vidtory, and the captive .race w.as for 
ever devoted to the fervice and valTalage of the 
Metropolitan church of Patras. By the revolt 
of two Sclavonian tribes in the neighbourhood 
of Helos and Lacedaemon , the peace of the pen- 
infula was often difturbed. They fometimes in- 
fulted the weaknefs, and fometimes refilled the 
opprelllon , of the Byzantine government, till at 
length the approach of their hoftile brethren ex- 
torted a golden bull to define the rights and 
obligations of the Ezzerites and Milengi, whofe 
annual tribute was defined at twelve hundred ^ 
pieces of gold. From thefc ftrangers the Imperial 
geographer has accurately diftinguiflied a domef? 
lie p?rha|;)S original race, who, in fom§ 
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12 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

(degree , rnijrht derive the ir blood from the much 
injured Hcl us. The liberality of the Romans, 
and efpccially of Auguftus , had enfranchifed the 
maritime cities from the dominion of Sparta; and 
the continuance of the fame benefit ennobled 
them with the title of Eleuthcro-or free- Laco- 
nians In the time of Conflantine Prophyroge- 
nitus, they had acquired the name of Alainotrs , 
under which they diflionour the claim of liberty 
by the inhuman pillage of all that i.s fhipwrecked 
on their rocky fliores. Their territory, barren 
of corn, but fruitful of oliv’es, extended to the 
Cape of MrJea: they accepted a chief or prince 
from the Byzantine praetor, and a light tribute 
of four hundred pieces of gold was the badge 
of their immunity rather than of their dependence. 
T he freemen of Laconia afiumed the character of 
Homans , and Jong adhered to the religion of 
the Creeks. By the zeal of the emperor 
Bafil, they were baptized in the faith of Chrift : 
but the altars of Venus and Neptune bad been 
crowned by thefe ruflic votaries five hundred 
years after they were proferibed in the Roman 
world. In the theme of Peloponefus ”, forty cities 
were flill numbered , and the declining ftate of 
Sparta, Argos, and Corinth, may be fufpended 
in the tenth century, at an equal diflance , per- 
haps , between their antique fplendour and their 
prefent defol.ition. The duty of military fervice 
either in perfon or by fubftitute , was impofed 
on the lands or benefices of the province : a fum 
of five pieces of gold was aireffed on each of the 
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fiibftantial tenants ; and the fame capitation was 
fliai cd among feveral heads of inferior value. On 
the proclamation of an Italian war, the Pelopone- 
fians cxcufed themfcives by a voluntary oblation 
of one hundred pounds of gold ( four thoufand 
pounds llerling), atid a' thoufand horfes with 
their arms and trappings. The churches and 
tnonafteries furnilhed their contingent ; a facrile- 
gious profit was extorted , from the fale of cccle- 
fiaftical honours, and the indigent bifhop of Leu- 
cadia " was made rcfponfible for a pcnfion of 
one hundred pieces of gold ". 

But the wealth of the province , and the truft 
of the rev'enue, were founded on the fair and 
plentiful produce of trade and manufaefures : and 
fome fymptoms of liberal policy may be traced in 
a law which exempts from all perfonal taxes the 
mariners of Peloponefus, and the workmen in 
parchment and purple. This denomination may 
be fairly applied or extended to the manufadlures 
of linen, woollen, and more efpecially of filk: 
the tv/o former of which had flouiifhed in Greece 
Once the days of Homer ; and the laft was in- 
troduced perhaps as early as the reign of Juftinian. 
Thefe arts, which were exercifed at Corinth, 
Thebes, and Argos, afforded food and occupa- 
tion to a numerous people: the men, women, 
and children, were diftributed according to their 
age and ftrength; and if many of thefe were 
domeftic Oaves, their mailers, who diredted the 
work and enjoyed the profit, were of a free and 
honourable condition. The gifts which a rich 
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and generous matron of Peloponefus prefented 
to the emperdr Bafil , her adopted fon , were 
doubtlefs fabricated in the Grecian looms. Da- 
nielis bellowed a carpet of fine wool , of a pat- 
tern which imitated the fpots of a peacock’s taiL 
of a magnitude to overfpread the floor of a new 
church, ercdlcd in the triple name of Chrift, of 
JVlichael the archangel, and of the prophet 
Elijah. She gave fix hundred pieces of filk and 
linen , of various ufe and denomination 3 the filk. 
was painted with the Tyrian dye, and adorned 
by the labours of the needle ; and the linen was 
fo exquifitcly fine , that an entire piece might 
be rolled in the hollow of a cane”. In this de* 
feription of the Greek manufadures , an hiflorian 
of Sicily diferiminates their price , according to 
the weight and quality of the filk , the clofenef* 
of th;e texture, the beauty of the colours, and 
the tafle and materials of the embroidery. A 
finglc , or even a double or treble thread wa^ 
thought fufficient for ordinary fale; but the 
union of fix threads compofed a piece of llronger 
and more coflly workmanfhip. Among the 
colours , he celebrates , with afieclatlon of elo* 
qnence, the fiery blaze of the fcarlet, and the; 
fofter luflre of the green. The embroidery wa^ 
railed either in filk or gold: the more Ample or.^ 
nament of ftripes or circles was furpaffed by the 
nicer imitation of flowers: the veftments that 
were fabricated for the palace or the altar often 
glittered with precious ftones; and the figures 
were delineated in firings of Oriental pearls .Till 
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the twelfth century, Greece alone, of all the c H a 
countries of Chriftendom , was poireffed of the uii. 
infed who is ta,ught by nature, and of the 
workmen who are inftruded by art, to prepare 
this elegant luxury. But the fecret had been 
ftolen by the dexterity and diligence of the 
Arabs: the caliphs of the Eaft and Weft fcorned 
to borrow from the unbelievers their furniture 
and apparel ; and two cities of Spain, Almeria 
and Lifbon , were famous for the manufadlure , 
the ufe, and perhaps the exportation, of filk. It 
\vas firft introduced into Sicily by the Normans ; tranrporteA 
and this emigration of trade diftinguifhes the vie- oreee* 
tory of Roger from the uniform and fruitlefs hof- ** 
tilities of every age. After the fack of Corinth , 

Athens, and Thebes, his lieutenant embarked 
with a captive train of weavers and artificers of 
both fexes , a trophy glorious to their mafter, and 
difgraceful to the Greek emperor **. The king of 
Sicily was riot infenfible of the value of the pre- 
fent ; and, in the reftitution of the prifoners, he 
excepted only the male and female manufaifturers 
of Thebes and Corinth, who labour, fays the 
Byzantine hiftorian, under a barbarous lord , like 
the old Erctrians in the fervice of Darius A 
ftately edifice, in’ the palace of Palermo, was 
eredted for the ufe of this induftrious colony**; 
and the art was propagated by their children and 
difciples to fatisfy the enCreafing demand -of the 
weftern world. The decay of the looms of 
Sicily may be aferibed to the troubles of the 
ifland, and the competition of the Italian cities. 
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In the year thirteen hundred and fourteen, Lucca 
alone, among her fiRer republics, enjoyed the 
lucrative monopoly ”. A domeftic revolution 
difperfed the manufactures to Florence, Bologna, 
.Venice, Milan, and even the countries beyond 
the Alps; and thirteen years after this event, the 
ftatutes of Modena enjoin the planting of mul- 
berry trees, and regulate the duties on raw 
filk The northern ciimates are lefs propitious 
to the education of the filk*worm; but the 
indultry of France and England ” Is fupplieJ 
and enriched by the produdions of Italy and 
China. 

I muft repeat the complaint that the vague and 
fcanty memorials of the times will riot afford any 
juft eftimate of the taxes, the revenue, and the 
refources , of the Greek empire. From every 
province of Europe and Afia, the rivulets of 
gold and filver difeharged into the Imperial re- 
fervoir a copious and perennial ftream. The 
reparation of the branches from the trunk en- 
treafed the relative magnitude of Conftantinople; 
and the maxims of defpotifm contraded the ftate 
to the capital , the capital , to the palace, and the 
palace to the royal perfon. A Jewilh travellef, w,bo 
vifited the Eaft in the twelfth’ century , is loft in 
bis admiration of the Byzantine riches. “ It is 
“ here,” fays Beniamin of Tudela, “ in tlic 
“ queen of cities, that the tributes of the Greek 
“ empire are annually depofitcd , and the lofty 
“ towers are filled with precious magazines 
“ of filk , purple , and gold. It is faid , that 

“ Conftantinople 
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“ Conftantinople pays each day to her fdvereign 
“ twenty thoufatid pieces of gold; which are 
“ levied on the {hops, taverns,. and markets, on 
the merchants of Perfla aiid Egypt, of Ruflfia 
“ and Hungary, of Italy and Spain, who fre- 
“ quent . the capital by fea and land ” In all 
pecuniary matters, the authority of a Jew is 
doubtlefs refpedable ; but as the .three hundred 
and fixty-five days would produce a yearly in- 
come exceeding feven millions fterling, 1 am 
tempted to retrench at lead the numerous feftivaks 
of the Greek calendar. The mafs of treafure that 
was faved by Theodora and Bafil the fecond, 
will fuggeft a fplendid, though indefinite, idea 
of their fupplies aqd 'refoufces. The mother of 
Michael, before Ihe retired to a cloifter, attempted 
to check or expofe the prodigality of her ungrate- 
ful fon, by a free and faithful account of the 
wealth which he inherited ; one hundred and 
nine thoufand pounds of .gold j and three hundred 
thoufand of filver, the fruits of her own ceco- 
nomy and that of her deceafed hufband The 
avarice of Bafil is not lefs -renowned than his 
valour and fortune: his vidorious armies were 
paid and rewarded without breaking into the mafs 
of two hundred th.oufand "pounds of gold (about 
eight millions fterling), which he had buried in 
the fubterraneous vaiilts of the palace **. Such 
accumulation of treafure is rejedted by the 
theory and pradlice of modern policy; and we 
are more ap* to compute th-e national riches by 
the ufe and abufe of the public credit. Yet the 
VoL. X. C . * 
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maxims of antiquity are flill embraced by a mo- 
narch formidable to his enemie?; by a republic 
refpcctable to her allies; and both have attained 
their rtfpedive ends, of military power, and 
domeftic tranquillity. 

Whatever might be confumed*for the'prcfcnt 
wants, or referved for the future ufe, of the ftate, 
the firft and moft fiicrcd demand was for the 
pomp and pleafure of the emperor ; and his 
diferetion only could detine the mcafure of his 
private gx pence. The princes of Conftantinoplc 
were far removed from the fimplicity of nature ; 
yet, with the revolving feafons , they were led 
by tafle or fafliion to withdraw to a purer air , 
from the fmoke and tumult of the capital. They 
enjoyed , or affedled to enjoy, the ruflic felliyal 
of the vintage : their Icifure was amufed by the 
exercife of the chace and the calmer occupation 
of fifliing, and, in the fummer heats, they were 
fhaded from the fun, and refrefhed by the cooling- 
breezes from the fea. The coafts and iflands of 
Afia and Europe were covered with their magni- 
ficent villas : but, inftead of the modeft art which 
fecretly flrives to hide itfelf and to decorate the 
fcencry of nature , the marble flruclure of their 
gardens ferved only to expofe the riches of the 
lord , and the labours of the architect. The 
fucc^ITive cafualties of inheritance and forfeiture, 
had rendered the fovereign proprietor of many 
flately houfes in the city and fuburbs, of which 
twelve were appropriated to the* miniflers of 
hate; but the great palace ”, the centre of the 
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-Imperial refidence , was fixed during eleven chap. 
centuries to the fame pofition , between the uri» 
hippodrome, the cathedral’ of St. Sophia, 
the gardens, which defcended by many a terrace 
to the Ihores of the Propontis. ^ The primitive 
edifice of the firll Conftantine was a copy or 
rival of ancient Rome; the gradual improv’ements 
of hi.s fucceffors afpired to emulate the; wonders of 
the old world , and in the tenth century , the 
Byzantine palace excited the admiration, at lead 
of th? Latins, by an unqueftionable pre-eminence 
of ftrength , fize, and magnificence But the 
toil and treafure of fo many ages had produced 
a vaft and irregular pile: each feparate building 
was marked with the eharafter of the times and 
of the founder; and the want of fpace migh^ 
cxcufe the reigning monarch who demolifliedj * 
perhaps with fccrct fatisfadlion , the works of 
his predeceffors. The oeconomy of the emperor 
Theophilus allowed a more free and ample fcope 
for his doraeftic luxury and fplendour.-A favourite 
ambalfador' who had aftonifhed the Abbaflides 
themfelves by his pride arid liberality, prefented 
on hi-s return the model of a palace, which the 
caliph of Bagdad had recently conftruifled on the 
banks of the Tigris. The model was inftantly 
(iopied and furpaffed : the new buildings of Theo- 
philus ’■* were accompanied with gardens, and 
with fiv^e churches, one of which was confpicuous 
for fize and beauty: it was crowned with three 
domes, the roof of gilt brafs repofed on columns 
of Italian marble, and the walls were incrufted 
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c H A P. with marbles of various colours. In the face of 
i-W- the church, a femi-circular portico , of the figure 
,and name of the Greek was fupported by- 

fifteen columns of Phrygian marble , and the 
fubterraneou-s vaults were of a fimilar conftruc- 
tion» The' fquare before the figma was decorated 
with a fountain; and the margin of the bafon 
was lined and encompaffed with plates of filver. 
In the beginning of each feafon , the bafon, 
inftead of water, was replenilhed with the moft 
exquifite fruits, which were abandoned to the 
populace for the entertainment of the prince. 
He enjoyed this tumultuous fpeclacle from a 
throne refplendent with gold and gems , which 
was raifed by a marble Ifair-cafe to a height of 
fi lofty terrace. Below the throne were feated the 
• officers of his guards, the raagiflrates , the chiefs- 
of the fadions of the circus; the inferior fteps 
were occupied by the people, and the place 
below was covered with troops of dancers , 
fingers, and pantomimes. The fquare was fur- 
rounded 'by the hail of juftice, the arfenal, and 
the various offices of bufincfs and pleafure ; and 
the purple chamber was named from the annual 
diftribution of robes of fcarlet a’nd purple by the 
hand of the emprefs herfelf. The long feries of 
the apartments was adapted to the feafons , and 
decorated with marble and porphyry, with paint- 
ing, fculpture, and mofaics, with a profufion of 
gold, filvcr, and precious (fones. His fanciful 
magnificence employed the flcill and patience of 
fuch artiEs as die time; could afford: but the 
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tafte of Athens would have defpifed their frivo- 
lous and coftly labours; a golden tree, with its 
leaves and branches, which flieltered a multitude 
of birds, warbling their artificial notes, and two 
lions of miffy gold, and of the natural fize, who 
looked and roared like their brethren of the 
foreft. The fuccelTors of Theophilus , of the 
Bafilian and Comnenian dynafties, were not lefs 
ambitious of- leaving fome memorial of their 
refidencc ; and the portion of the palace moH 
fplendid and auguft, was dignified with the title 
of the golden tnclinium With becoming 

modefty , the rich and noble Greeks afpiied to 
imitate their fovereign, and when they pafied 
through the ftreets on horfeback, in their robes 
of filk and embroidery, they were miftaken by 
the children for kif.gs A matron of Pek>pone- 
fus ”, who had cherilhed the infant fortunes of 
Bafil the Macedonian, was excited by tpndernefs 
or vanity to- vifit the greatnefs of hej adopted 
fon. In a journey of five hundred miles from 
Patras to Conftantinbple , her age or indolence 
declined the fatigue of an horfe or carriage : the 
foft litter or bed of Danielis was tranfported on 
the Ihoulders of ten robuft (laves ; and as they 
•\vere relieved at eafy diftances, a band of three 
hundred was feled:ed for the performance of this 
fervice. She was entertained in the Byzantine 
palace with filial reverence , and the honours of 
a queen; and whatever might be 'the origin of 
her wealth , her gifts were not unworthy’ of the 
T<gal dignity. I have already deferibed the fin^ 
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and curious manufadiires of Peloponefus , of 
linen, filk, and woollen ; but the mofl; acceptable 
of her prefents confifted in three hundred beautiful 
youths, .of whom one hundred were eunuchs 
“ for (he was not ignorant , ” fays the hiftorian, 
“ that the air of the palace is more congenial to 
^ fuch infedls , than a flrepherd’s dairy 'to the 
“ flies of the fummer. ” During her lifetime , flic 
beftowed the greater part of her eflates in Pclo- 
ponefus , and her teftament inflituted Leo the 
fon of Bafil her univerfal heir. After the payment 
of the legacies, fourfeore villas or farms were 
added to the Imperial domain; and three thoufand 
flaves of Danielis were enfranchifed by their new 
lord , and tranfplanted as a colony to the Italian 
coaft. From this example of a private matron , 
we may eftimatc the wealth and magnificence of 
the emperors. Yet. our enjoyments arc confined, 
by a narrow circle; and, whatfoever may be 
its value , the luxury of life is poflefled with 
more innocence and fafety by the maftcr of his 
own, than by the fteward, of the public fortune. 

In an abfolute governrhent, which lev'els the 
diftindlions of noble and plebeian birth , the 
fovereign is the foie fountain of honour ; and 
the rank, both in the palace and the empire, 
depends on the titles and offices which are 
beftowed and refumed by his arbitrary will. 
Above a thoufand years , from Vefpafian to 
Alexius Comnenus '* , the Cafar was the fecond 
perfon •, or at leaft the fecond degree , after 
the fupremc title of Augujius was more freely 



Digitired by Google 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 23 

communicated to the fons and brothers of the < 
reigning monarch. To elude without violating 
his promife to a powerful alTociate, the hulljand 
of his fifter ; and , without giving himfelf an 
equal, to reward the piety of his brother Ifaac, 
the crafty Alexius interpofed a new and fuper- 
^minent dignity. The happy flexibility of the 
Greek tongue allowed him to compound the ' 
names of Auguftus and emperor (Sebaftos and 
Autocrator) , and the union produced the fonor- ' 
ous title of Sebajiocrator. He was exalted above 
the Cccfar on the firft ftep of the throne : the 
public acclamations repeated his name ; and he 
was only diftinguiflied from the fovereign by 
fome peculiar ornaments of the head and feet. 
The emperor alone could alTume the purple or 
red bufleins, and the clofe diadem or tiara, which 
imitated the faftiion of the Perfian kings It 
^vas an high pyramidal cap of cloth or fllk, 
almbft concealed by a profufion of pearls and 
jewels : the crown was formed by an horizonta 
circle and two arches of gold: at the fummit, 
the point of their interfedlion was placed a globe 
or crofs , and two firings or lappets of pear 
depended on either cheek. Inflead of red , the 
bufkins of the Sebaflocrator and Cxfar were 
green; and on their open coronets or crowns, the 
precious gems were more fparingly diflributed 
Befide and below the Cxfar, the fancy of Alexin 
created the tanhyperfebafios and the Protofebajios 
a whofc found and fignification will fatisfy, 
Grecian ear.' They imply a fuperiority and a 
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C- II A r. priority above the fimple name of Angiiftus j 
{.411^ and this facred and primitive tide of the Roman 
prince vvas degraded to the kinfmen and fervants 
of the Byzantine court. The daughter of Alexius 
applauds , with fond complacency , this artful 
gradation of hopes and honours ; but the fcienco 
of words is acceffiblc to the meaneft capacity; 
and this vain dictionary vvas eafily enriched by 
tlie pride of his fucceffors. To their favourite 
fons or brothers, they imparted the more lofty 
appeJlation of Lord or bcff>f>t, which was illuf- 
trated with new ornaments and prerogatives, and 
placed immediately after the perfon of the emperor 
himfelf. 1 be five titles of, i. Dcf iut ,• 2. Schajiocra- 
tor; 3. Citfur j 4. Panhyperfibafios ; and 5. Protefbot 
Jios; were ufually confined to the princes of his 
blood: they were the emanations of his majefty; 
but as they exercifed no regular functions, their 
yxiftence was ufelefs , and their authority pre- 
carious. I . 

Offices of tfce But in every monarchy the fubftantial powers 

palace, the^ government muft be divided and exercifed by 
«rm>\ the rainifters of the palace and treafury, the fleet 

and army. The titles alone can differ; and in the> 
fev'olution of ages, the counts and praefedts , the 
praetor and quaeftor, infenfibly defeended, while 
their fervants rofe above their heads to the firft 
honours of the ftatc. i. In a monarchy, which 
refers every objedt to the pcrfoji of the prince, 
the care and ceremonies of the palace form the 
rooft refpedfable department. 1 he Curopalata , 
fo ifluftrious in the age of Juftiniau , was fup- 
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plan ^(4 by the PmtoveJHare , whole primitive c H A p.' 
fiincTiqn;j were limited to the cuftody of the liil. 
wardrobe. From thence his jurifdidion was ex- 
tended over the numerous menials of pomp and’ 
luxury ; and he prefided with his filver wand at 
the public and private audience. 2. In the ancient 
fyftem of ConRantine, the name of Loqothete^ 

Or accountant, was applied to the receivers of the 
finances : the principal officers were diftinguiflied 
as the Lngothetes of the domain , of the poRs , 
the army, the private and public treafure; and 
the Qtra! Loqothere , the fupreme guardian of the 
laws and revenues, is compared with the chan- 
cellor of the Latin monarchies His difcerning 
eye pervaded the civil adrniniRration ; and he 
was alliRcd, in due fubordination, by the cparch 
or pr-icfed of the city, the firR fecretary , and 
the keepers of the privy feal , the archives, and 
the red or purple ink which was referved for 
the facred fignaiure of the emperor alone The 
introdudlc 5 r and interpreter of foreign ambaffadors 
were the great Chiuufi ** and the D- agoman *' , , 

two names of Turkiffi origin , and which are 
Rdl familiar to the fublime Porte. 3. From the 
humble Ryle and fervice of guards, the DnmcjHcs 
infenfibly rofe to the Ration of generals ; the 
military themes of the EaR and WeR, the legions 
of Europe and Afia, were often divided, till 
the grnct DomcJHc was finally inveRed with the 
univerfal and abfolute command of the land 
forces. The Frotojirator , in his original funtRions, • 
was the affiRant of the emperor when he mounted 
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on horfeback: he gradually became the lie^t^ant 
of the great Domeftic in the field ; and hij jurif- 
didfion extended over the ftables , the cavalry , 
^nd the royal train of hunting and hawking. The 
Suatopedarch was the great judge of the camp; 
the Protqlpathaire commanded the guards; the 
Conjtable the ^rcat JEtcriarch, and the Aco'yth^ 
were the fcparate chiefs of the Franks , the 
Barbarians, and the Varangi, or Fnglifh , the 
mercenary flrangers , who , in the decay of the 
national fpirit, formed the nerve of the Byzantine 
armies. 4. The naval powers were under the 
command of the yreat Duke; in his abfence they 
obeyed the great Drungaire of the fleet ; and , 
in his place, the Emir, or admiral^ a name of 
Saracen extradion but which has been natur- 
alized in all the modern languages of Europe. 
Of thefe officers , and of many more whom it 
would be ufelefs fo enumerate , the civil and 
military hierarchy was framed. Their honours 
and emoluments their drefs and titles, their 
mutual falutations and refpedive pre-eminence , 
were balanced with more exquifite labour, than 
would have fixed the conftitution of a free peo- 
ple ; and the -code was almoft perfed when this 
bafclefs fabric , the monument of pride and 
fervitude , was for ever buried in the ruins 
of the empire 

1 he moft lofty titles, and the moft humble 
poflures , which devotion has applied to the 
.Supreme Being, have been proflituted by flattery 
and fear to creatures of the fame nature with 
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ourfelves. The mode of adoration **, of falling 
proftrate on the ground, and kitting the feet of 
the emperor, was borrowed by Diocletian from 
Perfian fervitudc ; but it was continued and 
aggravated till the laft age of the Greek monar- 
chy. Excepting only on Sundays, when it was 
waved , from a motive of religious pride , this 
humiliating reverence was exadcd from all who 
entered the royal prefence, from the princes in- 
verted with the diadem and purple , and from 
the ambafladors who reprefente^ their independ- 
ent fovereigns, the calipls of Afia, Egypt, or 
Spain, the kings of France and Italy, and the 
Latin emperors of ancient Rome. In his tranfac- 
tions of bufinefs, Liutprand, bittiop of Cremona 
atterted the free fpirit of a Frank and the dignity 
of his marter Otho. Yet his fincerity cannot 
difguife the abafement of his firrt audience. 
When he approached the throne, the birds of 
the golden tree began to vvarble their notes , 
which were accompanied by the roarings of the 
two lions of gold. With his two companions , 
Liutprand was compelled to bow and to fall 
proftrate ; and thrice he touched the ground 
with his forehead. He arofe , but in the fliort 
interval , the throne had been hoifted by an 
engine from the floor to the cieling, the Imperial 
figure appeared in new and more gorgeous 
apparel , and the interview was concluded in 
haughty ‘and majeftic filcnce. In this honeft and 
curious narrative , the bifliop of Cremona repre^ 
fonts the ceremonies of the Byzantine court, 
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which are ftill praAifed in the fublime Porte , 
and which were preferved in the laft age by the 
dukes of Mufcovy or Ruffia. After a long 
journey by the fea and land , from Venice to 
Conftantinople , the ambaffador halted at the 
golden gate, till he was conducfled by the formal 
officers to the hofpitable palace prepared for his 
reception ; but this palace was a prifon, and his 
jealous keepers prohibited ail focial intercourfe 
either with ftrangers or natives.- At his firft 
audience he offered the gifts of his mafter, flaves, 
and golden vafe.s , and coftly armour. The 
oftentatious payment of the officers and troops 
difplayed before his eyes the riches of the empire: 
he was entertained at a royal banquet ” , in 
which the ambaffadors of the nations were mar- 
fhalled by the efteem or contempt of the Greeks : 
from his own table, the emperor, as the'moft 
fignal fav-our , fent the plates which he had 
tailed.; and his favourites were difrniffed with a 
robe of honour ”. In the morning and evening 
of each day, his civil and military fervants at- 
tended their duty in the palace ; their labour 
was repaid by the fight, perhaps by the fmile , 
of their lord; his commands were fignified by a 
nod or a fign : but all earthly greatnefs Ihod 
filent and fubmiflive in his prefence. In his regular 
or extraordinary procelTlons through the capital, 
he unveiled his perfon to the public view : the 
rites of policy were connetfled with thofe of 
religion , and his vifits to the principal churches 
were regulated by‘ the feftivals of the Greek 
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.calendar. On the eve of thefe proceffions, the c ir a P. 
gracious or devout intention of the monarch Liii. 
was proclaimed by the heralds. The ftreets werf 
cleared and purified; the pavement was ftrewed 
with flowers; the moft precious furniture, the 
gold and filver plate, and filken hangings, were 
difplayed from the windows and balconies, and 
a fevere difcipline reftrained and filenced the '• 
tumult of the populace. The march was opened 
by the military officers at the head of their 
troops ; they were followed in long order by 
the magiftrates and minifters of the civil govern- 
ment: the perfon of the emperor was guarded 
by his eunuchs and domeftics, and at the church- ' 
door, he was folemnly received by the patriarch 
and his clergy. The talk of applaiife was not 
abandoned to the rude and fpontaneous voices 
of the crowd. The moft convenient ftations were 
occupied by the bands of the blue and green 
fadions of the circus; and their furious conflicts, 
which had ffiaken the capital, were infenfibly funic 
to an emulatjo^ of fervkude. From either fide , 

they echoed in refponfive melody the'praifes of' 
the emperor; their poets and muficians direded 
the clioir , and long life ” and vidory were the 
burthen of every fong. The fame acclamations 
\*ere performed at the audience , the banquet, 
and the church ; and as an evidence of boundlefs 
fway, they mere repeated in the Latin Gothic, 

Perfian, French, and even Engliffi language ”, 
by the mercenaries who fuftamed the real or 
jflditibus chvader of thofe nations. By the pe>n of 
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Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, this fclence of form 
and- flattery has been reduced into a pompous and 
’trifling volume ’* , ^vhich the vanity of fuccecd- 
ing times might enrich with an ample fupplement. 
Yet the calmer reflexion of a prince would 
furely fuggefl: that the fame acclamations were 
applied to every charac'ler and every reign: and 
if he had rifen from a private rank, he might 
remember , that his own voic^ had been the 
loudeft and moft eager in applaufe, at die very 
moment, when he envied the fortune, or con- 
fpired againft the life , of his predeceflbr 

The princes of the North , of the nations, fays 
Conftantine , without faith or fame , were ambitious 
of mingling their blood with the blood of the 
C-a:fars , by their marriage with a royal virgin, 
or by the nuptials of their daughters with a Roman 
prince The aged monarch , in his inftrudfions 
to his fon , reveals the fecret maxims of policy 
and pride ; and fuggefts the moft decent reafons 
for refufing thefe infolcnt.and unreafonable dc-^ 
mantis, livery animal, fays, the difereet emperor , 
is prompted by nature to feek a mate among the 
animals of his own fpecies ; and the human fpecies 
is divided into various tribes , by the diftintfcibii 
of language, religion , and manners. A juft regard 
to the purity of defeent preferves the harmony of 
public and private life ; but the mixture otloreign 
blood is the fruitful fource of difordcrand difeord. 
Such had ever been the opinion and pradlice of 
tlve fage Romans :■ their jurifprudence proferibed 
the marriage of a citizen and a ftranger : in tha 
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day^ of freedom and virtue , a fenator would have chap. 
fcorned to match his daughter with a king : the liii. 
glory of Mark Anthony was fullied by an Egyptian 
wife'’; and the emperor Titus was compelled, 
by popular cenfure, to difmifs with reluiflance^ 
the reludlant Berenice ‘This perpetual interdi<ft 
was ratified by the fabulous fandlion of the great 
Conftantine. The ambaffadors of the nations ^ 
more efpecially of the unbelieving nations , were 
folemnly admonilhed , that fuch flrange alliances 
had been condemned by the founder of the church 
and city. The irrevocable law was infcribed on 
the altar of St. Sophia; and the impious prince 
who Ihould ftain the majefty of the purple was 
excluded from the civil and ecclcfiaftical commu- 
■nion of the Romans. If the ambaffadors were 
inflrudlcd by any falfe brethren in the Byzantine 
hiftory , they might produce three memorable 
examples of the violation of this imaginary law: 
the marriage of Leo , or rather of his father 
Conftantine the fourth , with the daughter of the 
king of the Chozars, the nuptials of the grand- 
daughter of Romanus with a Bulgarian prince , 
and the union of Bertha of France or Italy with 
young Romanus, the fon of Conftantine Porphy- 
rogenitus himfelf. To thefe objcdions, three 
anfwers were prepared, which folvcd the difli- 
1 culty and eftablifhed the law. I. The deed and The ftrH ex- 
the guilt of Conftantine Coprcnvmus were ac- j, 
knowledged. The Ifaurian heretic , who fullied 
the baptifnal font, and declared war againft the 
holy images , had indeed embraced a Barbarian 
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wife, By this impious alliance , be accomplifhcd 
the meafure of his crimes , and was devoted to 
the juft cenfure of the church and of poftcrity; 
II. Romanus could not be alleged as a legitimate 
emperor; he was a plebeian ufurper, ignorant of 
the laws, and regardlefs of the honour, of the 
monarchy. His fon Chriftopher , the father of 
the bride, was the third in rank in the college 
of princes, at once the fubjetft and thq accomplice 
of a rebellious parent. The Bulgarians were fincere 
and devout Chriftians; and the fafety of the 
empire , with the redemption of many thoufand 
captives > depended on this prepofterous alliance* 
Yet no confideration could difpenfe from the law 
X)f Conftantine ; the clergy j the fenate j and the 
people , difapproved the eondudl of Romanus j 
and he was reproached , both in his life and death, 
as the author of the public difgrace* III. For the 
marriage of his own fon_ with the daughter of 
Hugo king of Italy, a more honourable defence 
is contrived by the wife Porphyrogenitus. Con.r 
ftantine,the great and holy, efteemed the fidelity 
and valour of the Franks'”; and his prophetio 
fpirit beheld the vifion of their future greatnefs* 
They alone were excepted from the general 
prohibition: Hugo king of France was the lineal 
defeendant of Charlemagne.'*; and his daughter 
Bertha inherited the prerogatives of her family 
aT)d nation. The voice of truth and malice infen- 
fibly betrayed the fraud or error of the Imperial 
'court. The patrimonial eftate of Hugo was redu- 
ced from the monarchy of France to the fimple 

county 
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county’ of Arles ; though it was not denied , that , chap. 
in the confufion of thg times, he had ufurped the iiii, 
fovereignty ofProv'cnce, and invaded the king- 
dom of Italy. His father was a private noble ; 
and if Bertha derived her female defeent from the 
Carlovingian line, every ftep was polluted with 
illegitimacy or vice. The grandmother of Hugo 
was the famous Valdrada, the concubine, rather 
than the wife, of the fecond Lothair; whofe 
adultery, divorce, and fecond nuptials, had pro- 
voked againft hiu the thunders of the Vatican. 

His mother, as Ihe was ftyled the great Bertha, 

was fuccelTively the wife of the count of Arles 

and of the marquis of Tufeany: France and Italy 

were fcandalifed by her gallantries; and, till the 

age of threcfcore , her lovers, of every -degree , 

were the zealous fervants of her ambition. , The 

example of maternal incontinence was copied by 

the king of Italy; and the three favourite concu- 

bines of Hugo were decorated with the claffic • 

names of Venus, Juno , and Semele The daugh- 

ter of Venus was granted to the folicitations of 

the Byzantine court: her name of Berdia; wa? 

changed to that of Eudoxia; and Ihe was wedded, 

or rather betrothed, to young Romanus, the 

future heir of the empire of the Eafl, The con- 

fummation of this foreign alliance was fufpended ' 

by the tender age of the two parties ; and , at the 

end of five years , the union was dilTolVcd by the , 

death of the virgin fpoufc. The fecond wife of 

the, emperor Romanus was a maiden of plebeian, 

but of Roman, birth; and their (wo daughters,! 

VoL. X. D . . 
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Tlieopliano and Anne, were given in marriage 
to the princes of the earji. The eldeft was 
beftowed , as the pledge of peace , on the eldeft 
fon of the great Otho , who had folicited this 
alliance with arms and embafiiics. It might legally 
be queflioncd how far a Saxon was entitled to 
the privilege of the French nation : but every 

‘fcruple was filenccd by the lame and piety of a 
hero who had rellored the empire of the Weft. 
After the death of her father -in- law and hufb.and, 
Theophano governed Rome , Italy , and Germany, 
during the minority of her fon , the third Otho ; 
and the Latins have praifed the virtues of an 
emprefs, who facriliced to a fuperior duty the 
remembrance of her country In the nuptials 
of her lifter Anne, every prejudice was loft, and 
every, confideration of dignity was fuperfeded , 
by the ftronger argument of necelfity and fear. 
A Pagan of the north , Wolodomir , great prince 
of Rullia, afpired to a daughter of the Roman 
purple; and his claim was enforced by the threats 
of war, the promife of convcrfion, and the offer 
of a powerful fuccour againft a domeftic rebel. A • 
vitfUm of her religion and country, the Grecian 
priheefs was torn from the palace of her fathers , 
and condemned to a lavage reign and ^an hopelefs 
exile on the banks of tlie Boryfthenes , or in the 
nerghbourhood of the Polar circle “. Yet the 
marriage of Anne was fortunate and fruitful: the 
daughter of her grandfon Jerofiaus was recom- 
mended by her Imperial defeent; and the king 
of Fr.ance , Henry 1. fought a wife on the laft 
borders of Europe a^id Chrifteudom **. 
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In die Byzantine palace, the emperor was the c n a p.' 
fiill Have of->the ceremonies wliich he Impofed , 
of the rij^id forms which regulated each word O'**’"'’® 
and gefture , belicgcd him in the palace, and 
violated the leifure of Ins rural folitude. But the 
lives and fortunes of millions hung on his arbitrary 
will: and the finnell minds , fuperior to the allure- 
ments of pomp and luxury, may be feduced by 
the more adlivC pleafure of commanding their 
equals. The legiHative and executive power were 
centered in tke perfon of the monarch, and the 
lafl: remains of the authority of the fenate, were 
finally eradicated by Leo the philofppher A 
lethargy of'fervitude had benumbed the minds of 
the Greeks; in the wilddl tumults of rebellion 
they never afpired to the idea of a free conllitu- 
tion; and the private character of the prince was 
the only fource and mcafure of their public hap- 
pinefs. Supcrllltion rivmtted their chains ; in the 
church of St. Sophia, lie was folemnly crowned 
by the patriarch; at the foot of the altar, they 
pledged their paflive and, unconditional obedience 
to his government and family. ,On his fide, he 
engaged to abftain as much as poffible from the Corointioji 
capital punifhments of death and mutilation ; his 
orthodox creed was fubferibed with his own hand, 
and he promifed to obey the decrees of the feven 
fynods , and the canons of the holy church “. But 
the alTurance of mercy was loofe and indefinite: . 

he fwore, not to his people, but to an invifible 
judge, and except in the inexpiable gniltof herefy, ‘ 

D 3 • s ‘ 
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CHAP, the miniflers of hei\,'eii vcre always prepared to 
LJil. preach the indefcafible right, and to abfolve the 
venial tranfgrellions , ol: their fovereign. The 
Greek ecclefiaftics were themfelve.s the fubjeCds 
of the civil magiflrate;. at the nod of a tyrant. 

' the billiops were created, or tran^fcrred , or depof- 
cd, or punched, with an ignominious death: 
whatever might be their wealth or influence, they 
could never fucceed like the Latin clergy in the 
cllahliihment of an independent republic ; and 
the [)atriaich of Conftantinople condemned , what 
he fccretly envied, the temporal greatnefs of his 
Roman brother. Yet the exercifo of boundicfs 
dcfpotifni i' happily checked by the laws of nature 
and necellity. In proportion to his wifdom and 
virtue, the mafter of an empire is confined to the 
path of his facred and laborious duty. In propor- 
tion to his vice and folly, he drops the feeptre 
'too weighty hr his hands; and the motions of 
the royal image are ruled by the imperceptible 
thread of fome minifler or favourite, who under- 
takes for his private interelf to exercife the talk 
of the public oj)preirion. ’ In fome fatal moment,. 
' the' mod; abfolute monarch may dread the rcafon 

or the caprice of a nation of flaves ; and expe- 
rience has proved, that whatever- is gained in the 
extent, is loll in the fafety and folidity, of regal 
power. 

yivmy W'h.atcver titles a defpot may afTume, whatever 
claims he may affert, it is on the fword that he 
54iai-.:ns, and muft ultimately depend to guard him againfi; his 

domeflic enejinies. From the age of 
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Charlemagne to that of the" Crufades, the world c H a rw 
(for I overlook the remote" monarchy of China] liii» 
was occupied and difputed by the three great 
empires or nations of the Greeks , the Saracens , 
and the Franks. Their military ftrength may be 
afcertained by a comparifon of their courage, their 
arts and riches , and their obedience to a fnpreme 
head, who might call into action all the energies 
of the ftate. The Greeks, Hr inferior to their 
rivals in the'firft, \ycrc fnperior to the Franks, 
and at leall equal to the Saracensi, in the fecond 
and third of thefc warlike qualifications. 

The wealth of the Greeks enabled them to the 

purchafe the fervice of the poorer nations, and 
to maintain a nav'al power for the protedion of 
their coafts and the annoyance of their enemies **. 

A commerce of mutual benefit exchanged the gold 
of Conllantinople for the blood of the Sclavonians 
and Turks , the Bulgarians and Ruffians: their 
valour contributed to the vidories of Nicephorus 
and Zimifees; and if an hoftile people preffed too 
clofely on the frontier, they were recalled to the 
defence of their country , and the defire of peace, 
by the well -managed attack of a more diftant 
tribe ^°. The command of the Mediterranean, 
from the mouth of the Tanais to the columns of 
Hercules, was always claimed, and often poffelTed , 
by the fuccelTors of Conftantinc. Their capital 
was filled with naval ftores and dextrous artificers: 
the fituation'of Greece and Afia, the longcoaffis, 
deep gulfs, and numerous iflands, accuftomed 
their fubjeds to the cxercife of navigation; and 

Ds 



Digitized by Googitj 



38 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



H A p, the trade of Venice and Amalfi fupplied a nurfery 
im, of feamen to the Imperial fleet Since the time 
of the Pcloponefian and Punic wars , the fphere 
of adion had not been enlarged ; and the fciencc 
of naval architedure appears to have declined. 
The art of conftruding ihofc ftupendous machines 
which difplayed three, or fix. or ten, ranges of 
oars, rifing above, or falling behind , each other, 
was unknown to the fliip - builders of Conflan- 
tinople, as well as to the mechanicinms of modern 
days I hc Dromongs ”, or light gallies of the 
Iwzantinc empire, were content with two tire of 
oars; each tire was compofed of five and twenty 
benches ; and two rowers were feated on each 
bench , who plyed their oars on either fide of 
the veflel. To thefe we muff add the captain or 
centurion , who , in time of adion , flood ered: 
with his armour-bearer on the poop, two fleerfmen 
at the helm, and two officers at the prow, the 
one to manage the anchor, the other to point 
and play againft the enemy the tube of liquid 
fire. The whole crew, as in the infancy of the 
art, performed the double fcrvice of mariners 
and foldiers; they were provided with defenfive 
and oftoiifive arms , with bows and arrows, 
which they ufed from the upper deck , with 
long pikes , which they puflicd through the 
port holes of the lower tire. Sometimes indeed 
the lliips of war were of a larger and more folid 
conflrudion ; and the labours of combat and 
navigation were more regularly div’ided between 
feventy foldiers and tv.'o hundred and thirty 
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mariners. But for the moft part they were of 
the light and manageable fizc; and as the cape of 
Malea in Peloponefus was ftill clothed with its 
ancient terrors, an Imperial fleet was tranfported 
five miles over land acrofs the Ifthm.us of Corinth 
The principles of maritime tactics had not undergone 
any change fincc the time of Thucydides : a 

fquadron of gallies flill advancer! in a crefeent, 
charged to the front, and drove to impel their 
fliarp beaks againft the. feeble fidcs of their anta- 
gonids. A machine for cading dones and darts 
was built of drong timbers in the midft of' the 
deck; and the operation of boarding was elfedled 
by a crane that hoided balkets of armed men. The 
language of fignals, fo clear and copious in the 
naval grammar of the moderns, was imperfcdly 
exprefled by the various politions and colours of 
a commanding flag. In the darknefs.of the night 
the fame orders to chace , to attack, to halt,- to 
retreat, to break, to form, were conveyed by 
the lights of the leading galley. By land, the 
fire fignals were repeated from one mountain to 
another; a chain of eicht flations commanded a 
fpace of five hundred miles ; and Condantinople 
in a few hours was apprized of the hodile motions 
of the Saracens of Tarfus Some edimate may 
be formed of the power of the Greek emperors , 
by the curious and minute detail of the armament 
which was prepared for the redudion of Crete. 
A fleet of one hundred and twelve gallies, and 
feventy-five veflels of the Pamphylian dyle, was 
equipped in the capital , the iflantls of the .Slgsean 
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fea, and' the fea- ports of Afia, Macedonia, and. 
Greece. It carried thirty- four thoiifand mariners, 
feven thoufand three hundred and forty foldiers , 
feven hundred Ruffians, and five thoufand and 
eighty- feven Mardaites, whofe fathers had been 
tranfplanted from the mountains of Libaiuis. Their 
pay , mod probably of a month , was computed 
at thirty -four centenaries of gold, about ‘one 
hundred and thirty -fix thoufand pounds fierling. 
Our fancy is bewildered by the endlefs recapitu- 
lation of arms and engines, of clothes and linen, 
of bread for the men and forage for the horfes , 
and of ftores and utenfils of every defeription , 
inadequate to the con(|uell of a petty ifiand, but 
amply fufficient for the eftabliflimenc of a flou- 
rifhing colony 

The invention of the Greek f re did not, like that 
of gunpowder, produce a total revolution in the art 
of war. To thefe liquid combuftibles , the city and 
empire of Conflantine owed their deliverance; and 
they were employed in freges and fea -fights with ■ 
terrible effect. But they were either lefs improved, 
or lefs fufccptible of improvement: the engines 
of antiquity, the catapultse , balifbje, and battering- 
rams , were ftill of mod frequent and powerful 
life in the attack and defence of fortifications; nor 
■was the decifion of battles reduced to the quick 
and heavy fire of a line of infantry , whom it were 
fruit'lefs to protect with armour againfl a fimilar 
£re of their enemies. Steel %(id iron were ftill 
the common inftruments of deftriuftion and fafety; 
and the helmets , cuiraffes , and fliiclds , of the 
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tenth century did not, either in form or fubftance, chap, 
cflentially differ from thofe which had covered till, 
the companions of Alexander or Achilles But 
inftead of accufloming the modern Greeks, like 
the legionaries of old, to the conflant and eafy 
life of this falutary weight; their armour was laid 
iifide in light chariots , which followed the march, 
till, on the approach of an enemy, they refumed * 
with hafle and reluiffance tlie unufual incumbrance. 

Their ofienfive weapons confided of fv/ords, battle- 
axes, and fpears; but the Alacedonian pike was 
iliortcned a fourth of its length, and reduced to 
the more convenient meafure of twelve cubits or 
feet. The fharpnefs of the Scythian and Arabian 
arrows hatl been feverely felt; and the emperors 
lament the decay of archery as a caufe of the 
public misfortunes, and recommend , as an advice, 
and a command, that the military youth, till the 
age of forty , flionld affiduoufly pradlife the 
exercife of the bow ’*. The bands , or regiments, 
were ufually three hundred ftrong ; and,, as a 
medium between the extremes of four and fixtecn, 
the foot foldiers of Leo and Conftantine were 
formed eight, deep; but the cavalry charged in 
four ranks from the reafonable confideration , th.at 
the weight of the front could not be encreafed by 
any prefTure of the hindmoft horfes. If the ranks » 

of the infantry or cavalry were fometimes doubled, 
this cautious array betrayed a fecret diffrufl of 
the courage of the troops, whofe numbers might 
fwell the appearance of the line, but of whom 
only a chofen band ^YOuld dare tq encounter the 
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CHAP, fpcars and fwords of the Barbarians. The order 
Liii. of battle muft luive varied according to the ground, 
the objccl;, and the adverfary; but their ordinary 
difpofition, in two lines and a referve, prefented 
a fucceffion of hopes and rcfources moft agreeable 
to the temper as well as . the judgment of the 
Greeks In cafe of a repulfc, the firft line fell 
* back into the intervals of the fecond; and the 
referve, breaking into two divifions, wheeled 
round the flanks to improve the vidoryor cover 
the retreat. Whatever authority could enad was 
accomplifhed , at leaft in theory , by the camps 
and marches, the excrcifes and evolutions, the 
^ edids and books , of the Byzantine monarch 

Whatever art could produce from the forge, the 
loom , or the laboratory , was abundantly fupplied 
by the riches of the prince, and the induftry of 
his numerous w'orkmen. But neither authority 
nor art could frame the moll important machine , 
the foldier himfelf; and if the ceremonies of Con- 
ftantine always fuppofe the fafe and triuniphal 
return of the emperor his taclics feldom foar 
above the means of cfcaping a defeat, and pro* 
craftinating the war Notwithflanding fome 
. tranfient fuccefs, the Greeks were funk in their 
own eflecm and that of their neighbours. A cold 
, hand and a loquacious tongue was the vulgar 

defeription of the nation: the author of the tadics 
was bcfiegcd in his capital ; and the laft of the 
Barbarians , who trembled at the name of the 
Saracens, or Franks, could proudly exhibit the 
medals of gold and fdver Nyhich they had extorted 
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from the feeble fov'creign of Conftantinople. What 
fpirit their government and characfler denied , 
might have been infpired in fome degree by the 
influence of religion ; but the religion of the Greeks 
could only teach them to fuffer and to yield. The 
emperor Nicephorus, who reftored fora moment 
the difeipline and glory of the Roman name, was 
defirous of bellowing the honours of martyrdom 
on the Chriftians who lofl their lives in an holy 
war againft the infidels. But this political law 
was defeated by the oppofition of the patriarch , 
thebifliops, and the principal fenators ; and they 
flrenuoufly urged the canons of St. Bafil , that 
all who were polluted by the bloody trade of a 
foldier, fliould befeparated, during three years, 
from the communion of the faithful 

1 hefe fcruples of the Greeks have been compared 
with the tears of the primitive Moflems when 
they were held back from battle;, and this contrail 
of bale fupcrftition, and high -IpHitcd cnthuliafm, 
unfolds to a philofophic- eye the hiflory of the 
rival nations. • The I'ubjects of the lafl caliph.s 
had undoubtedly degenerated from the zeal and 
faith of the companions of the prophet. Ifct 
their martial creed llill reprefented the deity as 
the author of war ” : the vital though latent fpark 
of fanaticifm flill glowed in tire heart of their 
religion, and among the Saracens who dwelt on 
the Chrillian borders, it was freqftently rekindled 
to a lively and adive flame. Their regular force 
was formed of the valiant flavcs who had been 
educated to guard the perfon and accompany the 
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CHAP.' ftandard of their lord; but the IMufulinan people 
LliL of Syria and Cilicia, of Africa and Spain, was 
. awakened by the trumpetwhich proclaimed an holy 
warag:ainrt the inlidels. The rich were ambitious 
of death or viclory in the caufe of God ; the 
, poor were allured by the hopes of plunder, and 
the old, the infirm, and the women, alTumcd 
their Oiare of meritorious fervice by fending their 
fubRitutes, with arms and horfes, into the fieid. 
Thefe offenfive and defenfive arms were limilar in 
flrength and temper to thofe of the Romans , 
whom they far excelled in the management of the 
borfe and the bow ; the maffy filver of their 
belts, their bridles, and their fworas, difpkayed 
the magnificence of a profperous nation , and 
except fome black archers of the forith . the Arabs 
difdained the naked bravery of their anceftors. 
Inllead of waggons, they were attendedf. by a 
■ long train of camels, mules, and alTes ; the 
multitude of thdfe animals, whom they bedecked 
with flags and flrcamers , appeared to fwell the 
pomp and magnitude of their-hoft; and the horfes 
of the enemy were often difordered by the uncouth 
, figure and odious fmell of the camels of the Eaft. 

Invincible by their patience of thirfl; and heat, 
their fpirits were frozen by a winter’s cold , and 
the confeioufnefs of their propenfity to flcep 
exaded the moft rigorous precautions againfl the 
furprif'es of th^ night. Their order of battle was 
a long fqu.Tre of two deep and folid lines; the 
firfl; of archers, the fecond of cavalry. In their 
engagements by fea and land , they fuftained with 
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patient firaintfs the fury of the attack, and fcldom chap. 
advanced to the charge till they could difcern ‘ tin. 
and opprcfs the lalfitude of their foes. But if 
they were repuffed and broken, they knew not 
how to rally or renew the combat; and their 
difmay was heightened by the .fuperflitious pre- 
judice, that God had declared himftlf on the 
fide of their enemies. , The decline and fall of 
the caliphs countenanced this fearful opinion ; nor 
were there wanting, among the Mahometans and 
Chriflians , fome obfcure prophecies which 
prognofticated' their alternate defeats. The unity 
of the .Arabian empire was diffolved , but the 
independent fragments \yere equal to populous 
and powerful kingdoms; and in their naval and 
military armaments, an emir of Aleppo or Tunis 
might command no defpicable fund of Ikiil and 
induftry and treafure. In their tranfadions of 
peace and war with the Saracens, the princes of 
Conflantinople too often felt that thefe Barbarians • 

had I nothing barbarous in their difcipline ; and • 
that if they were dcftitute of original genius , 
they had been endowed with a quick fpirit of 
curiofity and imitation. The model was indeed 
more perfed than the copy : their Blips, and 
engines, and fortiScations , vrere of a lefs flcilful 
conlfrudiion ; and they confefs, without fhame, 
that the fame God who has given a tongue to the 
Arabians , had more nicely falliioned the hands 
of the Ghinefe , and the heads of the Greeks". 

A name of fome German tribes between the The Frankf 
Jlhine and the Wefer had fpread its vidorioius ^*'‘*"* 
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CHAP, influence over the greatefl part of Gaul , Ger- 
uii. ’ many, and Italy; and the common appellation of 
F.-.vnks *' was applied by the Greeks and Ara- 
bians to the Chrillians of the Latin church , the 
nations of the Weft , who ftrctchcd beyond 
thcii knowledge ,to the fliores of the Atlantic 
Ocean. The vaft body hatl been infpircd and 
united by the foul of Charlemagne ; but the 
divifion and degeneracy of his race foon annihil- 
ated the Imperial power , wliich would have ' 
rivalled the Cicfars of By/antium , and rev'enged 
the indignities of the Chiiftian name. The ene- 
mies no longer feared , i.or could the fubjects 
any longer' truft , the .application of a public 
revenue, the labours of trade and manufactures 
in the military fervice, the mutual aid of pro- 
vinces and armies , and the naval fquadrons which 
were regularly ftationed from the mouth of the 
Elbe to that of the Tybcr. In the beginning of 

^ the tenth century , the family of Charlemagne 

had almoft difappeared ; his monarchy .was 
broken into many hoftile and ii'rdependent ftates ; 
the regal title was alfumed by the moft ambitious 
chiefs; their revolt was imitated in a long fub- 
ordination of anarchy and difeord, and the nobles 
of every province difobeyed their fovereign , 
oppreffed their vaflals , and exercifeid perpetual 
hoftilities agalnft their equals and neighbours. 
Their private wars, which overturned the fabric 
of governnfent , fomented the martial fpirit of 
the nation.* In the fyftcm of modern Europe , 
the power of the fword is polfelfed, at leaft in 
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in fadl, by five or fix mighty potentates; their 
operations are conducted on a diftant frontier , 
by arr order of men who devote their lives to’ 
the ftudy and practice of the military art : the 
reft of the country and community enjoys in 
the midft of war the tranquillity of peace, and 
is only made fenlible of the change by the ag- 
■gravation or decreafe>of the public taxes. In 
the diforders of the tenth and eleventh centuries, 
every peafant was a foldier , and every village 
a fortification ; each wood or valley was a feene 
of murder and rapine; and* the lords of each 
caflle were compelled to alfume the charader of 
princes and warriors. To their own courage 
and policy, they boldly trufted for the fafety of 
their family, the protedion of their lands, and 
the revenge of their injuries; and, like the con- 
querors of a larger fize, they were too apt to. 
tranfgrefs the privilege of defenfive war. The 
powers of the mind and body were hardened by 
the prefence of danger and ncceflity of refolution : 
the fame fpirit rtfufed to defert a friend and to 
forgive an enemy; and, inftead of fleeping un- 
der the guardian care of the magiferate , they 
proudly difdained the authority of the laws. In 
the days of feudal anarchy, the inftruments of 
agriculture and art were converted into the 
weapons of bloodfhed : the peaceful occupations 
of civil and ecclefiaftical fociety were abolifhed 
or corrupted ; and the billiop who exchanged 
his mitre for an helmet, was more forcibly urged 
by the manners of the time,s than by the obliga- 
tion of'his tenure **. 
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The love of freedom and of arms was felt , 
with coiifcious pride, by the Franks' themfelves, 
•and is obferved by the Greeks with fome degree 
of amazement and terror. “ The Franks,” fays 
the emperor Conftantine, are bold and valiant 
“ to the verge of temerity; and their daiintlefs 
“ fpirit is fnpported by the contempt of danger 
and death. In the field and in clofe onfet, 
they prefs to the front , and rnfli headlong 
againft the enemy, without deigning to conv 
" piite either his numbers or their own. 7 heir 
“ ranks are formed by the firm connedtions of 
“ confanguinity and fricndfliip; and their .martial 
deeds are prompted by the defire of fiving or 
“ revenging their deareft companibns. In their 
“ eyes, a retreat is a fliameful flight; and flight 
“ is indelible infamy ” A nation endoweil 
with fuch high and intrepid fpirit , muff have 
been fecure of V'ictory, if thtfe advantages h.id 
not been countefb-alanccd by many weighty de- 
feds. The decay of their naval power, left the 
Greeks and Saracens in poirelfion of the fea, for 
every purpofc of annoyance and fupply. In the 
age which preceded the inftitution of knighthood, 
the Franks were rude and unfkilful in the fcrvice 
pf cavalry and, in all perilous emergencies, 
their warriors were lo confcioiis of their ignor- 
ance, ,tji3t they chofe to difmount from their 
horfes and fight on foot. Unpradifed in the life 
of pikes , or of millilc weapons , they were 
encumbered by the length of their fwords , the 
weight of their armour, the magnitude of their 

iLields, 
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fticlds , and, if I may repeat the fatirc of the c h a Pj, 
meagre Greeks, by their unwieldy intemperance. Liil. , 
Their independent fpirit difdained the yoke of 
fubordination , and abandoned the ftandard of 
their chief, if he attempted to keep the field 
beyond the term of their ftipulation or fervice. 

On all Tides they were open to the fnares of ap 
enemy, lefs brave, but more artful, than them- 
felves. They might be bribed, for the Barbarians 
^vere venal; or furpnfed in the night, for they 
negleftcd the precautions of a dofe encampment 
or vigilant centinels. The fatigues of a fummer’s 
campaign exhaulled their ftrength and patience, 
and they funk in defpair if their voracious ap- 
petite was difappointed of a plentiful fupply gf 
wine and of food. This general charader of the 
Franks was marked with fome national and local 
fliadcs, which I fliould aferibe to accident, rather * 
than to climate , but which were vifible both tp 
natives and to foreigners. An ambalTador of the 
great Otho declared, in the palace of Conftanti^ 
nople, that the Saxons could difpute with fwords 
better than with pens; and that they preferred 
inevitable death to the diflionour of turning thejf 
backs to an enemy It \yas the glory of the 
nobles of France, that, in their humble dwellings, 
war and rapine were the only pleafure, the folc 
occupation, of their lives. I'hcy affeded to deride 
the palaces, the banquets, the poliflied manners, of 
-the Italians , who, in the eftimate of the Greeks 
themfelv'cs , had degenerated from the liberty 
and valour of the ancient Lombards 
Voi. X. E 
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By the weli-known edid ofCaracalla, his fub- 
jecls , from Britain to Egypt , were entitled to 
the name and privileges of Romans, and their 
national fovereign might fix his occafional or 
permanent refidence in any province of their 
common country. In the divifion of the Eaft 
and Weft, an ideal unity was fcrupuloufly pre- 
ferved , and in their titles , laws , and ftatute.s , 
the fucceffors of Arcadius and Honorius an- 
nounced therafelves as the infeparable colleagues 
of the fame office , as the joint fovereigns of the 
Roman world and city , which were bounded 
by the fame limits. After the fall of the Weftern 
monarchy , the majefty of the purple refided 
folely in the princes of Conftantinople; and of 
thefe, Juftinian was the firft, who after a divorce 
of ftxty years regained the dominion of ancient 
Rome, and afterted, by the right of conqueft, 
the auguft title of emperor of the Romans 
A motive of vanity or difeontent foficited one 
of his fucceffors , Conftans the fecond , to abandon 
the Thracian Bofphorus, and to reftore the prif- 
tirte honours of the Tyber: an extravagant pro- 
je(ft (^claims the malicious Byzantine), as if he 
had defpoiled a beautiful and blooming, virgin , 
to enrich, or rather to expofe, the deformity of 
a wrinkled and debrepit matron ”. But the 
fword of the Lombards oppofed his fettlemen-t 
in Italy : he entered Rome , not as a conqueror, 
but as a fugitive , and after a vifit of twclv'e 
days, he pillaged, and for ev'er deferted , the 
ancient capital of the world The final revolt 
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’ and reparation of Italy was accomplilhed about c n a 1** 

' two centuries after the conquefts of Juftinian, liiIj , 

' and from his reign we may date the gradual ob- 

' Jivion of the Latin, tongue. That legillator had 

! compofed his Inftitutes, his Code, and his Pan- 
deds, in a language which he celebrates as the 
' proper and public ftyle of the Roman govern- 
I xnent, the confecrated idiom of the palace and 

' fenate of Conflantinople, of the campc arid tri- 

* bunals of the Eaft But this foreign dialed 

' Was unknown to the people and foldiers of the 

) Afiatic provinces i it was imperfedly underftood 
’ by the greater part of the interpreters of the laws 

^ and the miniflers of the date. After a fhort 

f conflid , nature and habit prevailed over the 

' obfolete inftitutions of human power : for the: 

■ general benefit of his fubjeds , Juftinian pro- 

I mulgated his novels in the two languages ; the 

' "feveral parts of his voluminous jurifprudence: 

• were fucceftively tranflated : the original was 

[ . forgotten ,■ the verfion was ftudied , and the: 

' Greek , whofe intrinfic merit deferved indeed 

‘ the preference, obtained a legal as well as po» 

! pular eftablilhment in the Byzantine monarchy. 

The birth and refidence of fucceeding princes 
•ftranged them from the Roman idiom : Tibe- 
rius by the Arabs and Maurice by the Ita- 
lians are diftinguifhed as the firft of the 
Greek Cxfars, as the founders of a new dynafty 
and empire : the filent revolution was accom- 
plilbed ^before the death of Heraclius ; and the 
ruins of the Latin fpeech were darkly preferved 
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in- 'the terms of jurifpiudence and the acclama- 
tions of the palace. After the reftoration of the 
W eftern empire by Charfemagne and the Othos, 
the names of Franks and Latins acquired an 
equal fignification and extent; and thefe haughty 
Barbarians alTerted , with fome juftice, their fu- 
perior claim to the language and dominion of 
Rome. They infulted the aliens of the E.aft who 
had renounced the drefs and idiom of Romans ; 
and their reafonablc pradice will juftify the fre- 
quent appellation of Greeks But this con- 
temptuous appellation was indignantly rejeded 
by the prince and people to whom it is applied. 
Whatfoever changes had been introduced by the 
la'pfe of ages, they alleged a" lineal and unbroken 
fucceflion frcim Auguftus and Conftantine ; and, 
in the lowcft period of degeneracy and decay, 
the name of Romans adhered to the laft frag- 
ments of the empire of Conflantinople 

While the government of the Eaft'was tranf- 
aded in Latin , the Greek was the language of 
literature and philofophy; nor could the mafters 
of this rich and perfed idiom be tempted to 
envy the borrowed learning and imitative tafte 
of their Roman difciples. After the fall of 
Paganifm, the lofs of Syria and Egypt, and the 
extinclion of the fchools of Alexandria and 
• Athens, the fludies of the Greeks infenfibly re- 
tired to fome regular monafteries, and above all 
to the royal college of Conflantinople , which 
was burnt in the reign of Leo the Ifaurian ***- 
In the pompous ftyle of \he age , the prefident 
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of that foundation was named the Sim of Science: c h a 
hl« twelve affociates, the profeffors in the dif- liu. 
ferent arts and faculties, were the nvelvc figtis 
of the zodiac ; a library of thirty-fiK thoufand 
five hundred volumes was open to their enqui- 
ries; and they could (hew an ancient manufcript 
of Homer, on a roll of parchment one hundred 
and twenty feet in length, the inteftines, as it 
was fabled , of a prodigious ferpent *°\ But the 
feventh and eighth centuries were ^ a period of . 
difcord and darknefs ; the library was burnt, the 
college was abolifhed, the Iconoclafts are repre- 
fcnted as the foes of antiquity; and a favagc 
ignorance and contempt of letters has difgraccd 
the princes of ^he Heradean and Ifaurian dynaf- 
ties 

In the ninth century, we trace the firft dawn- Revival of 
ings of the reftoration of fciencp After the tJreeic ie«ro- 
fanaticifm of the Arabs had fubfided , the caliphs 
afpired to conquer the arts , rather than the pro* 
vinces , of the empirer their liberal curiofity 
rekindled the emulation of the Greeks, bruflied 
away the duft from their ancient libraries, and 
taught them to know and reward the philofo- 
phers, whofe labours bad been hitherto repaid by •• 
the pleafurc of ftudy and the purfuit of truth. 

The Caefar Bardas, the uncle of Michael the 
third, was the generous protedor of letters, a 
title which alone has prcferved his memory andex- 
cufed his ambition. A particle of the treafures 
of his nephew was fometimes diverted from the 
indulgence of vice and folly ; a fchool wafc 
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chap) opened In the palace of Magnaura; and the 
prtfence of Bardas excited the emulation of ilic 
mafters and ftudents. At their head was the 
philofopher Leo , archbifiiop of Theffalonica: hig 
profound lltill in aftronomy and the mathematics 
was admired by the ftrangers of the Eaft; and 
this occult fcience was magnified by vulgar cre- 
dulity, which modeftly fuppofes that all know- 
ledge fuperior to its own muft be the effedl of 
infpjration or magic. At the prefling entreaty 
of the Cacfar , his' friend, the celebrated Pho- 
tius renounced the freedom of a fecular and 
ftudious life, afcended the patriarchal throne, . 
and was alternately excommunicated and abfolv- 
cd by the fyuods of the Eaft and Weft. By ther 
confeflion even of prieftly hatred , no art ox 
. fcience , except poetry , was foreign to this uni- 

■u... verfal fchoJar,^who was diep in thought, itv 
defatigable in reading , and eloquent in didlion. 
.Whilft he exercifed the office of protofpathaire , 
or captain, of the guards, Photius was fent an> 
baffador to the caliph of Bagdad '**• The tedi- 
ous hours of exile, perhaps of confinement, were 
beguiled by the hafty compofition of his Library ^ 
a living monument of erudition and criticifnt. 
Two hundred and fourfeore writers, hiftorians, 
orators, philofophers, theologians, arc reviewed 
without any regular method : he abridges their 
narrative or doctrine, appreciates their ftyle and 
charafter , and judges even the fathers of the 
chun h with a difereet freedom , which often 
breaks through the fuperftition of the uracs. Thc 
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. emperor Bafil , who lamented the defe<fls of his c H a r,' 
OM«i education , entrufted to the care of Photiils uil. 
his fon and fucccffor Leo the philofopher; and 
the reign of that prince and of his fon Conftan- 
tine Porphyrogenitus forms one of the mod pro- 
fperous seras of the Byzantine literature. By 
their munificence the treafures of antiquity were 
depofitcd in the Imperial library ; by their pens, 
or thofe of their alTociates, the^ were imparted 
in fuch extradls and abridgments as might amufe 
the curiofity , without opprefliiig the indolence , 
of the public. Befides the Bajilics , or code of 
laws, the arts of hufbandry and war, of feeding 
or deftroying the human fpecies, were propa- 
gated with equal diligence; and the hiftory of 
Greece and Rome was digefhed into fifty - three 
heads or titles, of which two only ( of embaflTies, 
iind of virtues and vices ) have efcaped the in- 
juries of time. In every ftation , the reader 
might^contemplate the image of the paft world, 
apply the lefibn or warning of each page , and 
learn to admire , perhaps to imitate , the examples 
of a brighter period. I {hall not expatiate on 
the works of the Byzantine Greeks, who, by 
the aflidubus ftudy of the ancients , have de- 
ferved in fome meafure the remembrance and gra- 
titude of the moderns. The fcholars of the pre- 
fent age may dill enjoy the benefit of the philo- 
fophical common - place book of Stobaeus , the 
grammatical and hidoric lexicon ofSuidas, the 
Chiliads of Tzetzes, which comprife fix hundred 
narratives in t^Yelve thoufand verfes, and the 
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cf>fnfnentarie< on Homer of Euftatliius archbifhop 
of Thedalonica , who* from his horn of plenty, 
has poured the names and authorities of four 
hundred writers. From thcfe originals, and from 
the numerous tribe of fcholiafts and critics 
fome eftimate may be formed of the literary 
wealth of the twelfth century : Confiantinople’w.as 
enlightened by the genius of Homer and Demo- 
llhenes , of Arilfotle and Plato ; and in the enjoy- 
ment or neglctT of our prefent riches, we muft 
envy the generation that could ftill perufe the 
Jiiftory of Theopompus, the orations of Hype- 
rites, the comedies of Menander'", and the 
odes of Alcxus and Sippho. The frequent 
labour of illuflr^tion attefts not only the exift- 
ence but the popularity of the Grecian clalPio: 
the general knowledge of the age may be de- 
duced from the example of two learned females^ 
the cmprefs Eudocia , and the princefs Anna 
Comnena, who cultiv'ated, in the purple, the 
arts of rhetoric and philofophy ’’I he vulgar 
dialed of the city was grofs and barbarous : a 
more corred and elaborate flyle diftjnguifhcd the 
difcourfe , or at Jeaft the compofjtions , of the 
church and palace , which fometimes affeded to 
copy the purity of the Attic models. 

In our modern education, the painful though 
neceffary attainment of two languages, which are 
flo longer living, may confume the time and damp 
the ardour of the youthful ftudent. The poets 
and orators were long imprifoned in the barbar- 
ous dialcds of our Weflern ancePors , devoid of 
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harmony or grace; and thcif genius, without 
precept or example was abandoned to the rude 
and -native powers of their judgment and fancy. 
Kut the Greeks of Conftantinopie, after purging 
away the impurities of their vulgar fpeech, ac- 
quired the free ufe of their ancient language, the 
moft happy compofition of human art, and a 
familiar knowledge of the fubiime mailers who 
had pleafed or inftrueded the firft of nations. But 
thefe advantages only tend to aggravate the re- 
proach and lhame of a degenerate people. They 
held ill their lifeiefs hands the riches of their 
fathers, without inheriting the fpirit which had 
created and improved that facred patrimony; 
they read , they praifed , they compiled , but 
their languid fouls feemed alike incapable of 
thought and aiflion. In the revolution of ten 
centuries, not a fuigle difeovery was made ta 
exalt the dignity or promote the happinefs of 
mankind. Not a fingle idea has' been added to 
the fpeculative fyftems of antiquity , and a fuc* 
cclTion of patient difeipies became in their turn 
the dogmatic teachers of the next fervile genera- 
tion. Not a fingle compofition of hiflory, phi* 
lofophy, or literature, has been faved from ob- 
livion by the intrinfic beauties of ftyle or fenti- 
ment, of original fancy, or even of fuccefsful 
imitation. In profe, the lead olFenfive of the 
Byzantine writers are abl'olved from cenfure by 
their naked and unprefuming fimplicity; but the 
orators, moft eloquent"* in their own conceit, 
are the fartheft removed from the models whom 
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C H A I*, they affeA to emulate. In every page our tafte 
llll. and reafon are wounded by the choice of gigan- 
tic and obfolcte words, a Ai£F and intricate phra- 
feology , the difcord of images, the childilh play 
of falfe or unfeafonable ornament, and the pain- 
ful attempt to elevate themfelves, to aftonifh the 
reader, and to involve a trivial meaning in the 
fmok,e of obfcurity and exaggeration. Their 
profe is foaring to the’ vicious afFedtation 
of poetry: their poetry is finking below the flat- 
nefs and infipidity of profe. The tragic , epic , 
and lyric mufes, were filcnt and inglorious : .the 
bards of Conftantinople feldom rofe above a 
riddle or epigram , a panegyric or tale ; they 
forgot even the rules of profody; and with 
tlie melody of Homer yet founding in their 
ears, they confound all meafure of feet and fyl- 
lables in the impotent flrains which have re- 
ceived the name of political or city verfes The 
minds of the Greeks were bound in the fetters of 
a bafe and imperious fuperftition , which extends 
her dominion round the circle of profane feieoce. 
Their underllandings were bewildered in mc- 
taph\ fical controveify: in the belief of vifions 
and miracles , they had loft all principles of 
moral evidence, and their tafte was vitiated by 
the homilies of the monks, an abfurd medley of 
declamation and feripture. Even thefe contempt- 
ible ftudies were no longer dignified by the 
abufe of fuperior talents : the leaders of the 

Greek church were humbly content to admire 
aud copy the oracles of .antiquity , nor did the 
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fchools or pulpit produce any rivals - of the fame chap. 
of Athanafius and Chryfoftom riij. 

In all the purfuits of adtive and fpeculative life, want of 
the emulation of ftates and individuals is the moll 

latlou* 

powerful fpring of the eftprts and improvenients 
of mankind. The cities of ancient Greece were 
call in the happy mixture of union and inde- 
pendence , which is repeated on a larger fcale , 
but in a loofer form , by the nations of modern 
Europe: the union of language, religion, and 
manners , which renders them the fpciftators and 
judges of each others merit the independence 
of governmentand intereft, which afferts their fepa- 
rate ’freedom , and excites them to fttive for pre- 
€tpnence in the career of glory. The fituation 
of the Romans was lefs favourable; yet in the 
early ages of the republic, which fixed the na- 
tional charadler, a fimilar emulation was kindled 
among the ftates of Latium and Italy ; and , in 
the arts and fciences , they afpired to equal or 
furpafs their Grecian mafters. The empire of the 
Cicfars undoubtedly checked the activity and 
progreF of the human mind; its magnitude might 
indeed allow fome fcope for domeftic competi- 
tion; but when it was gradually reduced, at firft 
to the Eaft and at laft to Greece and Conftanti- 
nople , the Byzantine fubjedls were degraded 
to an abje^ and languid temper , the natural 
effe<ft of their folitary and infulated ftate. From 
the North they were opprelTed by namelefs 
tribes of Barbarians, to whom fhey fcarcely im- 
parted the appellation of men. The language 
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CHAP, and religion Of the more polilhed Arabs were 
till. an infurmountable bar to all focial intercourfe. 
The conquerors of Europe were their brethren in 
the Chriftian faith ; but the fpecch of the Franks 
or Latins was unknovrn , their manners were 
rude, and they were rarely conneded, in peace 
or war, with the fucceffors of Heradius. Alone 
in the univerfe, the felf- fatisfied pride of the 
Greeks was not difturbed by the Comparifoil 
of foreign merit; and it is no wonder if they 
fainted in the race, fince they had neither com^ 
petitors to urge their fpeed , nor judges to 
crown their vidory. The nations of Europe 
and Afia were mingled by the expeditions to 
the Holy Land; and it is under the Comnenw^ 
dynafty that a faint emulation of knowledge and 
military virtue yr*s rekindled in the Byzantine 
empire. 
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C H A P. LIV. 

" j 

Origin and Dofirinc of the Paulidans. — Their Perfe-> 
cation by the Greek Emperors. — Revolt in Armenirty 
^c. — Tr an f plantation into Thrace, -r- Propayation 
in the Wefl . — The Seeds , Charaiier , and Confe- 
qitences of the reformation. ' 



IN the profcnion of Chriflianity , the variety of chap. 
national charaders may be clearly diftingnifhed. 

T he natives of Syria and Egypt abandoned their supine n,. 
lives to lazy and contemplative devotion : »f 

Rome again afpired to the dominion of the d,ureh. 
■world; and the wit of the lively and loquacious 
Greeks was confumed in the difputes of meta- 
phyfical theology. The incomprehenfible myfte- 
ries of the Trinity and Incarnation, inftead of 
commanding their filent fubmiffion , were agitated 
in vehement and fubtle controverfies , which en- 
larged their faith at the cxpence perhaps-of their 
charity and reafon. From the council of Nice to 
the end of the feventh century, the peace and 
unity of the church was invaded by thefe fpiri* 
tual wars; and fo deeply did they effedl the de- 
cline and fall of the empire , that the hiftorian 
has too often been tiompelled to attend the 
fy nods , to explore the creeds , and to enurrterate 
the feds, of this bu^y period of ecclefiaftical an- 
nals. From the beginning of the eighth century 
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c H A. p. to the lafl agfs of th’ Byzantine empire the found 
Liv. of controveify was fcldom heard: curiofity was 
exhauftcd, zeal was fatigued; and, in the de- 
crees of fix councils, the articles of the Catholic 
faith had been irrevocably deHned. The fpifit 
of difpute, however vain and pernicious, re- 
quires fome energy and exercife of the mental 
faculties j and the proftrate Greeks were content 
to fad", to pray, and to believe, in blind obe- 
dience to the patriarch and his clergy. During 
a long dream of fuperftition, the Virgin and the 
Saints, their vifions and miracles, their relics and 
images, were preached by the monks and wor- 
,fhipped by the people; and the appellation of 
people might be extended without injuftice to 
the firft ranks of civil fociety. At an unfeafon- 
able moment, the Ifaurian emperors attempted 
fomewhat rudely to awaken their fubjedls : under 
their influence, reafon might obtain fome pro- 
felytes , a far greater number Was fwayed by 
intereft or fear; but the Eaftern world embraced 
or deplored their vifible deities, and the re- 
ftoration of images was celebrated as the feafl: of 
orthodoxy. In this paflTive and unanimous ftate 
the ecclefiaftical rulers were relieved from, the 
toil , or deprived of the pleafure , of pcrfecutionj 
The Pagans had difappeared ; the Jews were 
filent and obfeure; the difputes with the Latins 
were rare and remote hoflilities againft a national 
enemy; and the feds of Egypt and Syria enjoy* 
ed a free toleration , under the fhadow of the 
Arabian caliphs. About the middle of the feventb 
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century, a branch of Manichccans was feleded as c h a p< 
the vidlims of fpiritual tyranny their patience Liv. . 
was at length exafperated to defpair and rebel- ^ 
lion; and their exile has fcattered over the 
Weft the feeds of reformation. Thefe Important 
events will juftify fome enquiry into the doc- 
trine and ftory of the Paulicians aad, as 
they cannot plead for themfelves, our candid 
criticifm will magnify the good, and abate or 
fufpedt the cvily that is reported by their ad- ^ 
yerfaries. 

TheGnoftics, who had diftradled the infancy , Origin ©r the 
were oppreffed by the ereatnefs and authority , of ^ 

'1 I I T j r 1 • r rtifciples of 

the church. Inftead or emulating or furpafling st. Paul, 
the wealth, learning, and numbers, of the Catho- 
lies , their obfeure remnant was driven from the 
capitals of the Eaft and Weft, and confined to 
the villages and mountains along the borders of 
the Euphrates. Some veftige of the Marcionites 
may be detedted in the fifth century’; but the 
numerous fedls were finally loft in the odious 
name of the Manichaeans; and thefe heretics, who 
.prefumed to reconcile the dodrines of‘Zoroafter 
and Chrift , were purfued by the two religions 
with equal and unrelenting hatred. Under the 
' grandfon of Heraclius, in the neighbourhood of 
Samofata, more famous for the birth of Lucian 
than for the title of a Syrian kingdom, a reformer 
arofe , efteemed by the Pauliziam as the chofen 
meflenger of truth. In his humble dwelling of 
Manaualis , Conftantin.e entertained a deacon , who 
returned from Syrian captivity, and received the 
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ineflimable gift of the NewTcflament , which was 
already concealed from the vulgar by the prudence 
of the Greek, and perhaps of the G noflic , clergy *. 
Thcfc books became the meafurc of his ftudies 
and the rule of his faith ; and the Catholics, who 
difpute his interpretation , acknowledge that his 
text was genuine and fincere. But he attached 
himfelf with peculiar devotion to the writings and 
charader of St. Pawl : the name of the Paulicians 
is derived by their enemies from fome unknown 
and domeflic teacher; but I am confident that they 
gloried in their affinity to the apoftle of the Gen- 
tiles. His difciples, Titus, Timothy, Sylvanus , 
Tychichus , were reprefented by Conflantine and 
l)i.S' fellow-labourers : the names of the apoflolic 
churches were applied to the congregations which 
they affembled in Armenia, and Cappadocia; and 
this innocent allegory revived the example and 
memory of the firft ages. In the gofpel, and the 
cpiftles of St. Paul, Jiis faithful follower inveftigat- 
ed the creed of primitive Chriflianity : and, what- 
ever might be the fuccefs, a proteflant reader 
will applaud the fpirit, of the enquiry. But if the 
feriptures of the Paulicians were pure , they were 
'not perfed. Their founders rejeded the two epif. 
ties of St. Peter ', the apoftle of the circumcifion , 
whofe difpute with their favourite for the obfer- 
vance of the law could not ealily be forgiven 
They agreed with tHcir Gnoftic brethren .in the 
univerfal contempt for the Old Teftament, the 
books of Mofes and the prophets , which have 
been confecrated by the- decrees of the Catholic 

church. 

ft 



. Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 65 

ttFurch. With equal boldneF , and doubtlefswith 
more reafon, Condantine, the new Sylvanus, 
difclaimed the vifions , which , in fo many bulky 
and fplendid volumes, had been publifhed by the 
Oriental feds'; the fabulous productions of the 
Hebrew patriarchs and the fages of theEafl; the 
fpurioiis gofpels , epiftles, and ads, which in the 
fird age had overwhelmed the orthodox code ; 
the theology of Manes, and»the authors of the 
kindred herefies; and the thiyty generations, or 
scons , which had been created by the fruitful 
fancy of Valentine. The Paulicians fmcerely con* 
demned the memory and opinions of the Manichsean 
fed , and complained of the injudice which im- 
preffed that invidious name on the dmplc votaries 
of St. Paul and of Chrid. 

Of the ecclefiadical chain , many links had been 
broken by the Paulician reformers; and their liberty 
was enlarged, as they reduced the number of 
maders', at whofe voice profane reafon mud bow 
to mydery and miracle. The early feparation of 
the Gnodics had preceded the edablifhment of 
the Catholic worlhip ; and againd the gradual 
innovations of difcipline and dodrinc, they were 
as drongly guarded by habit and averfion , as by 
the fjlence of St. Paul and the ev’angelids. The 
objeds which had been transformed by the magic 
of fuperdition , appeared to the eyes of the Pauli- 
cians in their genuine and naked colours. An 
image made without hands, was the common 
workmanfbip of a mortal artid, to whofe fkill 
alone the wood and canvaXs mud be indebted for 
VoL. X. F 



CHAP. 

LIV. 



The fimpli- 
city of their 
belief and 
worship. 



Digitized by Google 



I 



156 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAT, their merit or value. The miraculous relics were 
Liv. an heap of bones and afhes, deftitute of life or 
virtue, or of any relation, perhaps, with the 
perfon to whom they were afcrjbed. The true 
, and vivifying crofs was a piece of found or rotten 
timber; the body and blood of Chrifl , a loaf of 
bread and a cup of wine, the gifts of nature and 
the fymbols of grace. The mother of God was 
degraded from her celeflial honours and immacu- 
late virginity ; and the faints and angels were no 
longer folicited to exercife the laborious office, 
of mediation in heaven , and miniftry upon earthi 
In the pradice , or at leafi; in the theory of the 
facraments , the Paulicians were inclined to abolilh 
all vifible objeds of worffiip, and the words of 
the gofpel were, in their judgment, the baptifin 
and communion of the faithful. They indulged 
a convenient latitude for the interpretation of 
feripture ; and as often as they were preffed by 
the literal fenfe, they could efcape to the intricate 
mazes of figure and allegory. Their utmoft dili- 
gence mufl: have been employed to dilTolve the 
connedion between the old and the new teftament; 
fince they adored the latter as the oracles of.God, 
and abhorred the former , as the fabulous and 
abfurd invention of men or dxmons. We cannot 
be furprifed , that they fhould have found in the 
gofpel, the orthodox myflery of the trinity: but 
inftead of confeffing the human nature and fub- 
flantial fufferings of Chrift, they amufed their 
fancy with a celeflial body that paffed through 
the virgin like water through a ‘pipe; with a 
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phantaftic crucifixion, that eluded the vain and chap. 
impotent malice of the Jews. A creed thus fimple li\\ 
and fpiritual was not adapted to the genius of They hom 
the times and the rational Chriftian who might 
have been contented with the light yoke and Magians and 
eafy burthen of Jefus and his apoftles, was juftly 
offended , that the Paulicians fhould dare to vio- 
late the unity of God, the firfl; article of natural 
and revealed religion. Their belief and their truft 
was in the Father , of Chrift, of the human foul, 
and of the invifible world. But they likewife held 
the eternity .of matter; a TlubbOrn and rebellious 
fubftance , the origin of a fecond principle , of 
an adlivc being, who has created this vifible 
world , and exercifes his temporal reign till the 
final confummation of death and fin *. The 
appearances of moral and phyfical evil had efta- 
blilhed the two principles in the ancient philofopby 
and religion of the Eaft ; from whence this dodrine 
was transfufed to the various fwarms of the 
Gnoftics. A thoufand lhades may be devifed in 
the nature and charader of A/ iwan, from a rival 
god to a fubordinate daemon , from paffion and 
frailty to pure and perfed malevolence: but, in 
fpite of our efforts, the goodnefs, and the power, 
of Ormufd are placed at the oppofite extremities 
of the line; and every ftep that approaches the 
one muff; recede in equal proportion from the 
other ’. 

The apoftolic labours of Conftantine-Sylvanus , The efta- 
foon multiplied the number of his difciplcs , the biishment of 
fecret recorapence of fpiritual ambition. The 
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CHAP, remnant of the Gnoftic feds , and efpecially the 
Liv. Manichieans of Armenia, were united under his 
nia, Pontus, ftaiidard ; many Catholics were converted or 
'■ . feduced by his arguments ; and he preached with 

fuccefs in the regions of Pontus '* and Cappadocia, 
which had long fince imbibed the religion of 
Zoroafter. The Paulician teachers were diftin- 
guifhed only by their fcriptural names , by the 
modefl title of fellow-pilgrims, by the aufterity 
of their lives, their zeal or knowledge, and the 
credit of fome extraordinary gifts of the holy 
fpirit. But they were incapable of defiring, or 
at Icafl; of obtaining, the wealth and honours of 
the Catholic prelacy :fuch anti-chriftian pride they 
bitterly cenfured ; and even the rank of elders or 
prediyters was condemned as an inftitution of the 
Jewifh fynagogue. The new fed was loofely 
fpread over the provinces of Afia Minor to the 
weftward of the Euphrates ; fix of their principal 
congregations reprefented the churches to which 
St. Paul had addreffed his epiftles; and their foun- 
der chofe his refidence in the neighbourhood of 
Colonia”, in the fame diftrid of Pontus which 
had been celebrated by the altars of Bellona" and 
the miracles of Gregory'*. After a million of 
twenty feven years, Sylvanus, who had retired 
from the tolerating government of the Arabs , 
Terreciition fell a facrifice to Roman perfecution. The laws 
«f the Creek pjous cmperors , which feldom touched the 

* lives of lefs odious heretics, proferibed without 
mercy or difguife the tenets, the books, and the 
perfons of the Alontanifts and Manich<eatis: the 



Digitized by Google 



r 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 6^ 

books were delivered to the flaimes; and all who chat. 
fhould prefume to fecrete fuch writings, or to liv. 
profcfs fuch opinions , were devoted to an igno- 
minious death'*. A Greek minifler , armed with 
legal and military powers, appeared at Colonia to 
ftrike the fliepherd , and to reclaim , if pollible , 
the loft flieep. By a jehnement of cruelty’, Simeon 
placed the unfortunate Sylvaniis before a line of 
his difciples , who were commanded , as the price- 
of their pardon and the proof ol their repentance, 
to malfacrc their fpiritual father. They turned 
afide from the impious office; the ftones dropt 
from their filiaPhands , and of the whole number, 
only one executioner could be found, a new 
David, as be is ftyled by the Catholics, who 
boldly overthrew the giant of hprefy. This 
apoftate, Juftus was his name, again deceivccKand , 
betrayed his unfufpcdling brethren , and a new 
conformity to the adls of St. Paul may be found 
in the converfion of Simeon : like the apoftle, he 
embraced the dodrinc which he had been fent to 
pcrfecute , renounced his honours and fortunes , 
and acquired among the Paulicians the fame of a 
miffionary and a martyr. They were not ambi>- 
tious of martyrdom", but in a calamitous period 
of one hundred and fifty years, their patience ^ 
fuftained whatever zeal could inflidt; and power 
was infufficient to eradicate ^hc pbftinate vegeta- 
tion of fanaticifm and reafon. • ^rom the blood 
and aflies of the firft vidims , a fucceffion of teachers 
and congregations repeatedly arofe : amidft their 
foreign hoftilitics, they found leifure for domeftic 
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HAP, quarrels:' they preached, they difputed, they 

MV. fuffered ; and the virtues , the apparent virtues , 
of Sergius, in a pilgrimage of thirty-three years, 
are reludantly confeffed by the orthoclox hiftori- 
ans'*. The native cruelty of Juftinian the fecond 
■was ftimulated by a pious qaufe , and he vainly 
hoped to extinguifh in a finglq conflagration the 
name and memory of the Paulicians. By their 
primitive fimplicity, their abhorrence of popular 
fuperftition , the Iconoclaft princes might have 
been reconciled to fome erroneous dodrines; but 
they themfelves were expofed to the calumnies 
of the monks, and they cbofe to be the tyrants , 
left they Ihould be accufed as the accomplices, 
of the Manichaeans. Such a reproach has fullied 
the clemency ofNicephorus , who relaxed in their 
fa\'our the feverity of the penal ftatutes , nor will 
his charader fuftain the honour of a rnore liberal 
motive. _ The feeble A'lichael the firfl: , the rigid 
Leo the Armenian, were foremoft in the race of 
perfecution ; but tlje prize mull doubtlefs be- ad- 
judged to the fanguinary devotion of T heodora, 
who reflorcd the im.ages to the Qripital church. 
Her inquifitors explored the cities and mountains 
of the lelTer Afia , and the flatterers of the emprefs 
have affirmed that, in a fliort reign, one hundred 
' thoufand Paulicians were extirpated by the fword, 
the gibbet, or the fl|mcs. Her guilt ormerithas 
perhaps been ftretrhed beyond the meafure of 
truth : but if the account be allowed, it mull be 
prefumed that many fimple Iconoclafts were pun- 
jlhcd under a more odious name j and that fome 
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who were driven from church , unwillingly chat. 
took refuge in the bofom of Hferefy. Liv. 

The moft furious and dcfperate of rebels are the Revolt of tue 
fedfaries of a religion long perfecuted , and at 

length provoked. In an holy caufe they are no S 4 S sso. 

longer fufceptible of fear or remorfef the juftice 
of their arms hardens them againft fhe’feelings of 
humanity; and they revenge their fathers wrongs 
on the children of their tyrants. Such have been 
the Huflites of Bohemia and the Calvinifts of 
France, and fuch , in the ninth century, were 
the Paulicians of Armenia and the adjacent pro- 
vinces They were firfl; awak&ned to the 
laiaffacre of a governor and bifliop , who cxercifed 
the Imperial mandate of converting or deftroying 
the heretics; and the deepeft redefies of mount 
Argxus proteded their independence and revenge.^ 

A more dangerous and confuming flame "was 
kindled by the perfecution of Theodora , and the 
revolt of Carbeas, a valiant Paulician , who com- 
manded the guards of the general of. the Eaft. 

His father had been impaled by the Catholic 
inquifitors; and religion, or at leaf! nature, might 
juftify his defertion and revenge. Five thoufand 
of his brethren were united by the fame motives; 
they renounced the allegiance of anti - chriftiart 
Rome; a Saracen emir introduced Carbeas to the 
Q.alqih ; and the commander of the faithful extended 
his feeptre to the implacable enemy of the Greeks. 

In the mountains between Siwas and Trebizond 
he founded or fortified the city of Tephrice '*,Xephrice^ 
which is ftill occupied by a fierce and licentious 
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f H A r. people, and the neighbouring hills were covered 
tiv. with the PaulicianTugitives , who now reconciled 
the ufe of the Bible and the fwoid. During 
more than thirty years, Afia was afflicted by the 
calamities of foreign and domellic war: in their 
hoftila inroads the difciples of St. Paul were joined 
with thofe of Mahomet; and the peaceful Chriftians, 
' the aged parent and tender virgin , who wert 
delivered into barbarous fervitude, might juftly 
accufe the intolerant fpirit of their fovereign. So 
urgent was the mifchief, fo intolerable the fhame, 
that ev'en the diffolute Michael, the fon of Theo- 
dora, was compelled to march in perfon againft 
' the Paulicians : he was defeated under the walls 
of Samofata; and the Roman emperor fled before 
the heretics whom his mother had condemned to 
%the flamqs. 1 he Saracens fought under the fame 
banners, but the vidory was aferibed to Carbeas; 
and the captive generals , \vith more than an 
hundred tribunes , were cither rcleafed by his 
avarice, or tortured by his fanaticifin. The valour 
and ambition of Chryfocheir his fuccelTor , 
embraced a wider circle of rapine and revenge. 

In alliance with his faithful Modems, he boldlv 

* ✓ 

penetrated into the heart of Afia; the troops of 
the frontier and the palace were repeatedly over- 
ana piibfc thrown; the edieds of perfecution were anfwerfd 
Ari 4 Aimor. jjy. pillage of Nice arid Nicomedia, of Ancyra 
and liphefus ; nor could the apoftle St. John 
protect from violation his city and ftpulchre. The 
pathedral of Fphefus was turned into a liable for 
»nules and iiorfcs; and the Paulicians vied with 
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the Saracens in their contempt and ahhorrence of 
images and relics. It is not unpleafing to obferve 
the triumph of rebellion over the fame defpotifm 
which has difdained the prayers of an injured 
people. The emperor Bafil, the Macedonian, 
was reduced to fue for peace , to offer a ranforri 
for the captives, and to requeft, in the language 
of moderation and charity , that Chryfocheir would 
fpare his fellow -chriftians, and content himfelf 
with a royal donative of gold and filvcr and filk 
garments. “If the empeVor,'” replied the infolent 
fanatic, “be defirous of peace, let him abdicate 
“ the Eaft, and reign without moleftation in the 
** Weft. If he refufe , the fervants of the Lord 
“ will precipitate him from the throne.” The 
reludant Bafil fafpended the treaty , accepte’d the 
defiance , and led his army into the land of 
hcrefy , which he wafted with fire and fword. 
The open country of the Paulicians was expofed 
to the fame calamities which they had ihflidcd ; 
but when he bad explored the ftrength ofTcphrice, 
the multitude of the Barbarians , and the ample 
magazines of arms and provifions, he defifted with 
a figh from the hopelefs fiege. On his return to 
Conftantinoplc^he laboured, by the foundation of 
convents and churches, to fecure the aid of his 
celeftial patrons, of Michael the archangel and 
the prophet Elijah ; and it was his daily prayer 
that he might live to tranfpierce , with three 
arrows, the head of his impious adverfary. Beyond 
his expectations, thewiftiwas accomplifhed : after 
a fuccefsful inroad , Chryfocheir was furprifed 
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and flain in his retreat; and the rebel’s head was 
triumphantly prefented at the foot of the throne. 
On the reception of this welcome trophy, Bafil 
inftantly called for his bow, difcharged three arrows 
with unerring aim , and accepted the applaufe of 
the courts who hailed the vidlory of the royal 
archer. With Chrjfocheir, the glory of the 
Paulicians faded and withered **; on the fecond 
expedition of the emperor, the impregnable 
Xephrice was dcferted by the heretics , who fued 
for mercy or efcapcd to 'the borders. The city 
was ruined , but the fpirit of independence furvived 
in the mountains: the Paulicians defended, above 
a century , their religion and liberty , infefted the 
Roman limits , and maintained their perpetual 
alliance with the enemies of the empire and the 
gofpel. 

About the middle of the eighth century, Con- 
ftantine, furnamed Copronymus by the worfhippers 
of images , had made an expedition into Armenia, 
and found, in the cities of Melitene and Theodo- 
fiopolis, a great number of Paulicians, his kindred 
heretics. As a favour or punifhment, he tranf- 
planted them from the banks of the Euphrates to 
Conftantinople and Thrace; and by this emigration 
their dodrine was introduced and diffufed in Eu- 
rope If the fedaries of the metropolis were foon 
mingled with the promifeuous mafs, thole of the 
country ftruck a deep root in a foreign foil. The Pau- 
licians of Thrace refilled the ftorms of perfecution , 
maintained a fecret correfpondence with their 
Armenian brethren, and gave aid and comfort to 
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their preachers , who folicited , not without fuccefs, 
the infant faith of the Bulgarians In the tenth 
century, they were reflored and multiplied by a 
more powerful colony, which Jolin Zimifces 
tranfported from the Chalybian hills to the vallies 
of mount Haemus. The Oriental clergy, who 
would have preferred the deftrudlion, impatiently 
fighed for the abfence, of the Maniclneans: the 
warlike emperor had felt and efteemed their valour; 
their attachment to the Saracens was pregnant 
with mifehief; but, on the fide of the Danube, 
againft the Barbarians of Scythia , their fervice 
might be ufeful , and their lofs would be defirable. 
Their exile in a diftant land was foftened by a free 
V toleration:, the Paulicians held the city of Philip- 
popolis and the keys of Thrace; ftie Catholics 
were their fubjecls; the Jacobite emigrants their 
affociates: they occupied a line of villages and 
caftlesin Macedonia and Epirus; and many native 
Bulgarians were alTociated to the communion of 
arms and herefy. As long as they were awed by 
power and treated with moderation, their volun- 
tary bands were diftinguilhed in the armies of the 
empire ; and the courage of thefe dogs , ever 
greedy of war, ever thirfty of human blood, is 
laoticed with aftonifhment , and almofi; with r*e- 
proaeh, by the pufillanimous Greeks. The fame 
fpirit rendered them arrogant and contumacious : 
they were eafily provoked by caprice or injury ; 
«nd their privileges were often violated by the 
faithlefs bigotry of the government and clergy. 
In the midlt of the Norman war, two thoufand 
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CHAP, five hundred Manicbxans deferred the ftandard 
UV- of Alexius Comnenus **, and retired to their native 
homes.. He dilTembled till the moment of revenge ; 
invited the chiefs to a friendly conference; and 
punifhed the innocent and guilty by imprifonraent, 
confifeation, and baptifm. In an interval of peace, 
the emperor undertook the pious office of recon- 
ciling them to the church and ftate : his winter- 
quarters were fixed at Philippopolis ; and the 
thirteenth apoftle , as he is ftyled by his pious 
daughter, confumed whole days and nights in 
theological controverfy. His arguments were 
fortified, their obftinacy was melted, by the ho- 
nours and rewards which he bellowed on the 
mod eminent profelytes ; and a new city, furrounded 
with garden^, enriched with immunities, and 
dignified with his own name, was founded by 
• Alexius, for the refidence of his vulgar converts. 
The important llation of Philippopolis was wrefled 
from their hands the contumacious leaders were 
fecured in a dungeon , or baniflied from their 
country; and their lives were fpared by the 
prudence, rather than the mercy, of an emperor, 
at whofe command a poor and folitary heretic 
was burnt alive before the church of St. Sophia”. 
]^ut the proud hope of eradicating the prejudices 
_ of a nation was fpeedily ov'erturned by the 
invincible zeal of the Paulicians, who ceafed to 
didemble or refufed to obey. After the departure 
and death of Alexius , they foon refumed their 
'civil and religious laws. In the beginning of the 
thirteenth century, their pope or primate (a mani- 
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fell corruption) refiderl on the confines of Bulgaria, chap. 
Croatia, and Dalmatia, and governed, by his ilV. 
vicars, the filial congregations of Italy and France **. 

From that aera, a minute fcrutiny might prolong 
and perpetuate the chain of ■ tradition. At the 
end of the laft age , the fed or colony flill inhabited 
the vallies of mount Hacmus, where their ignorance - 
and poverty were more frequently tormented by 
the Greek clergy than by the Turkifh government. 

The modern Paulicians have loft all memory of 
their origin; and their religion is difgraced by 
the wor (hip of the crofs , and the pradlice of bloody 
facrifice, which feme captives have imported from- • 
the wilds of Tartary 

In the Weft , the firft teachers of the Manichaean xheir intro- 
theology had been repulfed by the people or Juaion into 
fuppreffed by the prince. The favour and fuccefs 
of the Paulicians in the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries muft be imputed to the ftrong, though 
fecret, difeontent which armed the moft pious 
Chriftians againft the church of Rome. Her 
avarice was opprelTive, her defpotifm odious : lefs 
degenerate perhaps than the Greeks in the worfhip 
of faints and images , her innovations were more 
rapid and fcandalous: fhe had rigoroufly defined 
and impofed the dodrine of tranfubftantiation : 
the lives of the Latin clergy were more corrupt, 
and the Eaftern bifliops might pafs for the fuccelfors 
of the apoftles, if they were compared with the 
lordly prelates, who wielded by turns the crofier, 
the feeptre, and the fword. Three different roads 
might introduce the Paulicians into the heart of 
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CHAP. Europe. After the converfion of Hungary, the 
UV. pilgrims who vifited Jerufalem might fafely follow 
the courfe of the Danube : in their journey and 
return they paffed through Philippopolis ; and 
the feclaries , diTguifing their name and herefy , 
might accompany the French or German caravans 
to their refpedlive countries. The trade and 
dominion of Venice pervaded the coaft of the 
Adriatic, and the hofpitable republic opened her 
bofom to foreigners of every climate and religion. 
Under the Byzantine ftandard , the Paulicians 
were often tranfported to the Greek provinces of 
Italy and Sicily; in peace and war they freely 
converfed with ftrangers and natives, and their 
opinions were filently propagated in Rome, Milan, 
and the kingdoms beyond the Alps’*. It was foon 
difeovered , that many thoufand Catholics of every 
rank,and of either feit,had embraced the Manichtcan 
herefy ; and the flames which confiimed twelve 
canons of Orleans, was the firft adl and fignal of 
perfecution. The Bulgarians a name fo innocent 
in its origin, fo odious in its application, fpread 
their branches over the face of Europe. United 
in common hatred of idolatry and Rome , they 
wpre connedled by a form of epifcopal and 
I prefl)yterian government; their various fedls were 
diferiminated by fome fainter or darker (hades of 
theology ; but they generally agreed in the two 
principles, the contempt of the old teftament, 
and the denial of the body of Chrift, either on 
the crofs or in the Eucharift. A confelTion of 
Ample worfliip and blamelefs manners is extorted 
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from their enemies ; and fo high was their ftandard c h a 
of perfcdion, that the encreafing congregations 
were divided into two claffes of difciples , of . 
thofe who pradlifed , and of thofe who afpired. 

It was in the country of the Albigeois in the Pjrrecutipn 
fouthern provinces of France, that the Paulicians of the Aibi- 
were moft deeply implanted; and the fame viciffi-^'“‘Q 
tudes of martyrdom and revenge which had been sc. 
difplayed in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, 
were repeated in the thirteenth century on the 
banks of the Rhone. The laws of the Eaftern 
emperors were revived by Frederic the fecond. 

The infurgents of Tephrice were reprefented by 
the barons and cities of Lang"uedoc: Pope Inno- 
cent III. furpalTed thefanguinary fame of Theodora. 

It was in cruelty alone that her foldiers could 
equal the heroes of the Crufades, and the cruelty 
of her priefls was far excelled by the founders of 
the inquifition an office more adapted to 
confirm, than to refute, the belief of an- evil 
principle. The vifible afiemblies of the Paulicians, 
or Albigeois, were extirpated by fire and fword; 
and the bleeding remnant cfcaped by flight , 
concealment, or catholic conformity. But the 
invincible fpirit which they had kindled (fill lived 
and breathed in the Weftern world. In the (fate, 
in the church , and even in the cloifter , a latent 
fucceffion was preferved of the difciples of St., 

Paul; who protefted againff the tyranny of Rome, 
embraced the bible as the rule of faith ,• and 
purified their creed from all the vifions of the ' 

Gnoftic theology. The ftruggleS of Wickliff in 
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England, of Hufs in Bohemia, were premature 
and ineffedual ; but the names of Zuinglius, 
Luther, and Calvin, are pronounced with grati- 
tude as the deliverers of nations. 

A philofopher, who calculates the degree of 
their merit and the value of their reformation , 
will prudently afk from what articles of faith , 
above or againjl our reafon, they have enfranchifed 
the Chriftians ; for fuch enfranchifement is doubtlefs 
a benefit fo far ac it may be compatible with 
truth and piety. After a fair difeuflion we lhall 
rather be furprifed by the timidity, than fcanda- 
lifed by the freedom , of our firfl reformers 
With the Jews , they adopted the belief and 
defence of all the Hebrew feriptures, with all 
their prodigies, from the garden of Eden to the 
vifions of the prophet Daniel; and they were 
bound, like the Catholics, to juftify againft the 
Jews the abolition of a divine, law. In the great 
myfteries of the Trinity and Incarnation the 
reformers were feverely orthodox : they freely 
adopted the theology of the four , or the, fix firft 
councils; and with the Athanafian creed, they 
pronounced the eternal damnation of all who did 
not believe the Catholic faith. Tranfubftantiation , 
the invifible change of the bread and wine into 
the body and blood of Chrift , is a tenet that 
may defy the power of argument and pleafantry ; 
but inftead of confulting the evidence of their 
fenfes , of.their fight , their feeling , and their 
talle , the firft proteftants were entangled in their 
own fcrupleSj and awed by the .words of Jefus in 
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the inftitution of the facraracnt. Luther maintained 
a corporeal , and Calvin a real, prefence of Chrill 
in the eucharifti and the opinion of Zuinglius, 
that it is no more than a fpiritual'communion , a 
fiinple memorial , has flowly prevailed in the 
reformed churches But the lofs of one myftery 
was amply compenfated by the ftupendous dodrincs 
of original fin, redemption, faith, grace, and 
predeftination , which have been ftrained from 
the epiftles of St. Paul. Thefe fubtle xjueftions . 
had moft affuredly been prepared by tjie fathers 
and fchoolmen ; but the final improvement and 
popular ufe may be attributed to the firft reform- 
ers , who enforced them as the abfolute and 
clTential terms of falvation. Hitherto the weight 
of fupernatural belief inclines againft the Proteft- 
ants ; and many a fober Chriltian would rather 
admit that a wafer is God, than that God is a 
cruel and capricious tyrant. 

Yet the fervices of Luther and his rivals are 
folid and important; and the philofopher mull 
own his obligations to thefe fearlefs enthufiafts 
I. By their hands the lofty fabric of fuperftition, 
from the abufe of indulgences to the intercelhon 
of ther Virgin, has been levelled, with the ground. 
Myriads of both fexes of the monaftic profellion 
were reftored to the liberty and labours of focial- 
life. An hierarchy of ftints and angels, of imper^ 
fedl and fubordinate deities , were ftripped of 
their temporal power , and reduced to the enjoy- 
ment of ccleftial happinefs : their images and 
relics were baniflied from the (diurch; and the 
VoL. X. Q 
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CHAP, credulity of the people was no longer nburlflied* 
tiv. with the daily repetition of miracles and vifions* 
The imitation of Paganifm was fupplied by a 
pure and fpintuahworfliip of prayer and thankf* 
giving, the moft worthy of man, the lead unwor- 
thy of the 'Deity. It only remains to obferve , 
whether'fuch fublime fimplicity be confident with 
popular devotion; whether the vulgar, in the 
abfence of all vifible objeds, will not be inflamed 
by enthufiafm, or infenfibly fubfide-in languor and 
indiffererKje. II The .chain of authority was bro- 
ken, which rcdrains the bigot fro.m thinking as he 
pleafe.s, and the flave from fpcaking as he thinks ; 
the popes, fathers, and councils , were no longer 
the fupreme and infallible judges of the world; 
and each Chridian was taught to acknowledge 
no law but the fcriptures , no interpreter but his 
ow'n confcicnce. This freedom however was the 
confcquence , rather than the defign of the 
reformation. The patriot reformers were ambi- 
tious of fucceeding the tyrants whom they had 
dethroned They impofed with equal rigour their 
creeds and confeffions; they afferted the right of 
the magidrate to punilh heretics with death. The 
pious or perfonal animofity of Calvin profCribed 
in Servetus ” the guilt Of his own rebellion 
and the flames of Smithfield, in which he w.ts 
afterwards confumed , had been kindled for the 
Anabaptids by the zeal of Cranmer The 
nature of the tyger was the fame , but he was^ 
gradually deprived of his teeth and fangs. A 
IjMntual and temporal kingdom was pofleffed by 
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tlie Roman pontiff : the Proteftant doftors were 
fubjedls of an humble rank, without revenue or 
jurifdidlion. Ws decrees were confecrated by the 
antiquity of the Catholic church;: their arguments 
and difputes were fubmitted to the people ; and 
their appeal to private judgment \yas accepted 
beyond their wifhes, by curipfity and enthufufm. 
Since the- days of Luther and Calvin,, a fecret 
reformation has been filently working in the 
bofom of the reformed c'hurches ; many weeds 
of prejudice were eradicated; and the difcipies 
of Erafmus diffiifed a fpirit of freedom dnd 
moderation. The liberty of confcience has been 
claimed as a common benefit , an inalienable 
right the free governments of Holland ** and 
England *' introduced the pradice of toleration; 
and the narro\V allowance of the laws has been 
enlarged by the prudence and humanity of the 
times. In the excrcife , the mind has underftood 
the limits, of- its powers, and the words and 
fhadows that might amufe the child can no 
longer fatisfy his manly reafon. The volumes of 
controverfy are overfpread with cobwebs: the 
doctrine of a Protelfant church is far removed 
from the knowledge or belief of its private 
members ; and the forms of orthodoxy , the 
articles of faith , arc fubferibed with a figh or a 
fmile by the modern clergy. Yet the friends of 
Chriftianity are alarmed at the boundleL impulfe 
of enquiry and fcepticifm. The predictions of the 
Catholics are accomplifhed : the web of myftcry 
is unravelled by the Arminians , Arians, and 
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Soclnians, whofe numbers mud not be computed 
from their feparate congregations. And the pillars 
of revelation are lhaken by thofe men -who 
prefcrve the name without the fubftance of rcli- 
gibn, who indulge th$ licence 'without the temper 
of philofophy ’ 
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The Bulgarians. V — Origin, Migrations ^ and Settlement 
- of the Hungarians. Their Inroads in the Eaji 
and iVeJi. — The Manor Jig of Rujfia. — Geogra- 
phy and Trade. — Wars of the Ruffians agaiaji 
the Greek Empire. — Converjion of the Barbarians. 

UxVDER the -ieign of Conftantine the grandfon 
of Heradius, the andent barrier of the Danube, 
fo often violated and fo often rcftored , was 
irretrievably fw^pt away by a new deluge of 
Barbarians. Their progrefs was favoured by the 
caliphs, their nnknown and accidental auxiliaries: 
the Roman legions were occupied in Afia; and 
after the; lofs -of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, the 
Gsefars were twice reduced to the danger and 
difgrace of defending tjieir capital againfl the 
Saracens. If in the account of this interefting 
people , 1 have deviated from the ftridl and 
original line of my undertaking, the merit of the 
fubje<fl will hide my tranfgreffion or fblicit my 
excufe. In the Eaft, in the Weft, in war, in 
religion, inTeience, in their profperity, and in 
their decay , the Arabians prefs themfelves on 
our curiofity : the firft overthrow of the_ church 
and empire of the Greeks may be 'imputed ta 
' G 3 
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their arm ,s ; and 'the difciplci; 'of Mahomet flill 
hold the civil and religious fceptre of the Oriental 
world. But the fame labouP would be unworthily 
bellowed on "the fwarms of fav'ages , who , 
• between the feventh and the twelfth century, 
descended from the plains of Scythia, in tranfient 
inroad dr perpetual emigration '.i Their names 
are uncouth the;^ origins doubtful, their adions 
cbfeure, their fuperftition was blind, their valour 
brutal , and the uniformity of their public and 
private lives wi* neither foftened by innocence 
nor refined by policy. The majefty of the Byzan- 
tine throne repelled and furvived their "diforderly 
attacks; the greater part of thefe Barbarians has 
difappeared without leavdng any memorial of 
their exiftence , and the defpicable • remnant 
continues, and may long continue, to groan 
under the dominion of a foreign tyrant -hrora 
the antiquities of, I. Bmpariam , W, Hungarians ^ 
and , III. Ruff^m , I fhall content rayfelf with 
felecling fuch fads as yet deferve* to be remem- 
bered.' T he conquefls of the , IV. ■ Normans , 
and the- monarchy pf .the , V. Turks , will 
uatnr.illv tciminate in the’ memorable Crufades 
to tl;e Holy Land, and the double fall of the 
city and empire of Conftantine. ' - 

In his march to Italy, Theodoric ’ the Oftro- 
goth had trampled on the arms of the Bulgarians. 
After this defeat the name and the nation are 
loft during a century and an half ; and it may be 
fiifpeded that the fame or a fimilar appellation 
tras- revived by flrange coipnics from this Bory- 
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fthenes, the Tanais, or the Volga. A king-^of the 
ancient Bulgaria ' bequeathed to his^live fons a 
Jaft lefTon of moderation and concord. It was 
received as youth has ever received the counfels 
of age and experience : the five princes buried 
their father ; divided his fubjedfs and cattle ; 
forgot his advice ; fcparated from each other; 
and wandered in quell of fortune, till we find 
the mod adventurous in the heart of Italy, under 
die protedlion of the exarch of Ravenna But 
die ftream of emigration was directed or impelled 
towards the capital. The modern Bulgaria, along 
the fouthern banks of the Danube, was Itamped 
with the name and image which it has retained 
to the prefent hour:' the new conquerors fuccef- 
fively acquired., by war or treaty, the Roman 
provinces of Dardania, Theffaly, and the two 
Epirus’ ’ ; the. ecclefiaftical fupremacy was trans- 
lated from the native city of Jullinian ; and , 
in their profperous age , the obfeure town of 
Lychnidus, or Achrida, was honoured with the 
throne of a king and a patriarch ‘. ^ he unqiief- 
tionable evidence of language attefls the defeent 
of. the Bulgarians from the original dock of the 
Sclavonian , or more properly Slavonian, race 
and the kindred bands of ' Serv'iaiis , Bofnians, 
Rafeians, Croatians, Walachians *, &c. followed 
either the ftandard or the example of the leading 
tribe.. From the Euxine to the Adriatic, in the 
date of captive.s, or fubjeds, or allie.«, or cnemie.s, 
of the Greek empire , they ovcifprcad the land ; 
and the national appellation of the si.a.ves ’ has 
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CHAP, been degraded by cbance pr malfce from the 
Lv. fignification." of glory to that of fervitude 
Croats or Among thefe colonie,', the Chrobatians ", or 

Sclavoiiiaiit i i i • r 

of Dalmatia, Croats , 'who now attend the, motions of an 
A.^D. SCO, Auftrian army, are the defeendants of a mighty 
people , the conquerors and fovereigns of Dalma- 
tia. I'he maritime cities, and of thefe the infant, 
republic of Ragufa, implored the aid and inftruc- 
tions of the Byzantine court; they were advifed’ 
by the , magnanimous Bafil to ,referve a fmall 
acknowledgment of their fidelity to’ the Roman 
empire, and to appeafe, by an annual tribute,, 
the wrath of thefe ifrefiflible Barbarians. The 
kingdom of Croatia was.fhared by eleven Zuupans^ 
or feudatory lords; and their united forces were 
numbered at fixty thoufand horfe and one huntlred' 
thoufand foot. A Jong fea-coaft, indented witJt 
capacious harbours , covered with a firing of 
iflands, and almoft in fight of the Italian Ihores, 
difpofed both the natives and ftrangers to the 
pradice of navigation. The boats or brigantines 
of the Croats were conftruded after the falhion 
of the old Liburnians: one hundred and eighty 
veffels may excite the idea of a refpedable navy ; 
but oiir feamen will fmile at the allowance of 
ten, or twenty, or forty, men foP each of thefe 
fliips of war. They were gradually converted to^ 
the more honourable fervice of commerce ; yet 
the Sclavonian pirates were ftill frequent and 
dangerous; and it was not before die clofe of 
the tenth century that the freedom and fove- 
teignty-of the Gulf were 'effedually vindicated 
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by tUe Venetian .republic The anceftors t)f chap., 
thefe Dalmatian kings were equally removed lv. ^ 
from the ufe and abufe of navigation: they dwelt 
in the White Croatia , in the inland regions of 
Silefia and Little Poland , thirty days journey, 
according to the Greek computation, from the 
fea of darknefs. 

The glory of the Bulgarians ” was confined to pirii king, 
a narrow fcope both of time and place. In the'’”" 
ninth and tenth centuries, they reigned to the a”d"** 
fouth of. the Danube ; but the more powerful 
nations that had followed their emigration, repel- 
led all return to the north and all progrefs to the 
W'^eli Yet, in the obfeure catalogue of their 
exploits, they might boaft an honour which had 
hitherto been appropriated to the Goths ; that of 
flaying in battle one of the fuccelTors of Auguftus 
and Conftantine. The emperor Nicephorus had 
loft his fame in the, Arabian, he loft his life in the 
Stlivonian, war. In his firft opelrations he ad- - 
vanced with boldnefs and fuccefs into the centre 
of Bulgaria, and burnt the royal court, which was 
probably no more than an edifice and village of 
timber. But, while he fearched the fpoil and 
refufed all offers of treaty, his enemies colleded 
their fpirits and- their forces : the. pafTes of retreat 
were infuperably barred; and the trembling Nice- 
phorus was heard to exclaim: “ Alas, alas! 

“ unlefs we could- affume the wings of birds, we 

cannot hope to cfcape.”.- Two days he waited 
bis fate in the inadlivity of defpair ; but , on the 
morning of the third , the Bulgarians furprifed the 
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c^mp, and the Roman prince , with the. great 
officers of the tempire, were flaughtered in their 
tents. The body of Valins had been faved from 
infult; but the hekd of Nicephorus was expofed 
on a fpear, and his flcull, enchafed with gold , 
was often repleniffied in the feafts of vidory. The 
Greeks bewailed the diflionour of the throne; but 
they acknowledged the juft punifbment of avarice 
and cruelty. T his favagecup was deeply tindured 
with the manners of the Scythian wildernefs ; but 
they were foftened before the end of the fame 
century by a peaceful intercourfe with the Greeks* 
,the polfeftion of a 'cultivated region, and the 
introdudion of the Chriftian worlhip. The nobles 
of Bulgaria wCre educated in the fchools and 
palace of Conftantiiiople ; and Simeon'*, a youth 
of the royal line., was jnftruded in the rhetoric 
of Demoftheries and the logic 'of Ariftotle. He 
relinquifhed the profeffion of a monk for that of 
a king and, warrior; and in his reign, of more 
than forty years Bulgaria aflumed a rank among 
the civilized powers of the earth. The. Greeks, 
whom he repeatedly attacked, derived a faint 
confolation from indulging themfelves in the 
reproaches of perfidy and facrilege. They purchafed 
the aid of the Pagan Turks; but Simeon, in a 
fccond battle ^ redeemed the lofs of the firft, at a 
time when it wait efteemed a vidory to dude the 
arms of that formidable nation. The Servians 
were overthrown , made captive , and difperfed; 
and thofe who viftted the country before their 
.teftoration could difeov^r no jnore than fifty 
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vagrants, without women or children, who ex- chap. 
torted a precarious fubfiftcnce from the chace. On lv. 
claflic ground ^ on the banks of the Achelous , the 
Greeks were defeated ; their horn was broken 
by the flrength of the Barbaric Hercules”. He 
formed the fiege of Conftantinople ; and, in a 
perfonal conference with the emperor, Simeon 
impofed the conditions of peace. They met with 
the moft jealous precautions : the royal galley was 
drawn clofe to an artificial and well-fortified plat- 
form; and the majcfty of the purple was.emulated 
by the pomp of the Bulgarian. “ Are yovi a 
“ Chriftian ,” faid the humble Romanus , “ it is 
“ your duty to abftain from the blood of your 
“ fellow-Chriftians. Has the thirft of riches feduced 
” you from the bleflings of peace ; (heath your 
“ fword, open your hand, and I will fati^te the 
“ utmoft meafure of your defires.” 7 he recon- 
.ciliation was fealed by a domeftic alliance; the 
freedom of trade was granted or redored ; the firil 
honours of the court were fccured to the frieods 
of Bulgaria, above the ambafladors of enemies or 
ftrangers’*; and her princes were dignified with a. d. 5 so, 
the high and invidious title of Bajileus, or emper- *'• 
or. But this friendlliip was foon difturbed : after 
the death of Simeon the nations were again in 
arms ; his feeble fuccclTors were, divided and 
extinguiflied ; and, in tlie beginning of the ele- 
venth century, the fecond Bafil, who was born in 
‘the purple, deferved the appellation of conqueror 
of .the Bulgarians. His avarice was in fome ineafnre 
gratified by a freafure of four - hundred thoufaud 
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* H A p. pounds fl:crling(ten thoufand pound. weight of 
tv. gold), which he found in the palace of Lychtii- 
dus. His cruelty inflidled a cool and exquifite 
vengeance on fifteen thoufand captives who had 
been guilty of the defence of their country. They: 
were deprived of fight, but to one of each hun- 
dred a fingleeyc was left , that he might condudl 
his blind century to the prefence of their king. 
Their king is faid to have expired of grief and 
horror; the nation was awed by this terrible ex- 
ample ; the Bulgarians .were fwept away from their 
fettlements, and circumferibed within a narrow 
province ; the furviving chiefs bequeathed to their 
children the advice of patience and the duty of 
rev'enge. 

Emipratinn II. When the black fwarm of Hungarians firft 
or over Europe, about nine hundred years 

rians, after the Chriftian sera, they were miftaken by 
A. D. 6R4. fear and fuperftition for the Gog^and Magog of. 

the feriptures , the figns and forerunners of the 
end of the world Since the introdudliort of 
letters, they have explored their own antiquities 
with a ftrong and laudable impulfe of patriotic 
curiofity Their rational criticifm can no longer 
be amufed with a vain pedigree of Attila and the 
Huns ; but they complain that their primitive 
records have perilhed in the Tartar war; that the 
truth or fitfiiion of their ruftic fongs.is long fince 
forgotten ; and that the fragments of a riide chro- 
nicle" muft be painfully reconciled with the 
contemporary though foreign intelligence of the 
Imperial geographer". Magm is. the national 
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and oriental denomination of the Hungarians; but, 
among the tribes of Scythia, they jre diftinguiflied 
by the Greeks under the proper and peculiar 
name of Turks ^ as the defcendants of that mighty 
people who had - conquered and reigned from 
China to the, Volga. The Pannonian colony 
preferved a corfefpondence of trade and amity 
with the eaftern Turks on the confines ofPerfia; 
and after a reparation of three hundred and fifty 
years, the miffionaries of the king of Hungaiy 
(difcovered and vifited their ancient country near 
the banks of the Volga. They were hofpitably 
entertained by a people of Pagans and Savages 
who ftill bore the name of Hungarians ; converfed" 
in their native tongue, recolledled a tradition of 
their long-loft brethren.,, ahd liftcned with amaze- 
ment to the marvellous tale of their new kingdom 
ahd religion. The zeal of convcrfion was animated 
by the intereft of confanguinity ; and one of the 
• greateft of their princes had formed the generous , 
though fruitlefs defign , of replenilhing the folitude 
of Pannonia by this domefi^ colony from the 
heart of Tartary”. From this primitive country, 
they were driven to the weft by the tide of war 
and emigration , by the weight of the more diftant 
tribes , who at the fame time were fugitives and 
conquerors. Reafon or fortune dircdled their 
courfe towards the frontiers of the Roman empire; 
they, halted in the ufual ftations along the banks 
of the great rivers; and in the territories of Mof- 
cow, Kiow, and Moldavia, fome veftiges/have 
been difcovered of their temporary refideoce. , In 
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c II A p. this lon^ and various peregrination, they could 
LV. not always efcaf>e the dominion of the ftronger j 
and the purity of their blood was improved or 
fullied by the mixture of a foreign race : fiofti a 
motive of compulfion or choice , feveral tribes of 
the v!hazars were alTociated to the ftandard of their 
ancient v^alTals ; introduced the ufe of a fecorid 
language ; and obtained by their fuperior renown 
the moft honourable place in the front of battle. 
The military force of the Turks and their alliey 
inarched in feven equal and artificial divifions ; 
each divifion was formed of thirty thpufaild eight 
hundred and fifty feveri warriors, and the proper-' 
tion of women , children , and fervants, fuppofes 
^ and requires at lead a million of emigrants. Their 

public counfels were dire^ed by fev'en va^voiJs 
or hereditary chiefs , but the experience of difcord 
and weaknefs recommended the more fimple and 
vigorous itdminiftration of a fingle perfon. The 
feeptre which had been declined by the modeft • 
Lebedias, was granted to the birth or merit of 
Almus and his fon^Vrpadj and the authority of 
, • the fupreme khan of the Chazars confirrrted' the 
engagement of the prince and people; of the people 
to obey his commands, of the prince to confulfc 
their happinefs arid glory. ’ 

their Feiihic narrative we might be- reafonably 

origin. content, if the penetration of modehi learning 
had not opened a new and larger profpeft of the 
antiquit ief of nations. The Hungarian language 
(lands alone, 'and as it Were infulated, among the 
. Sclav'onian dialects ; but it bears- a clofe and clear “ 
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affinity’ to the idioms of the Fennic race’*, qf an c H A 
, obfolete and favage race, which formerly occupied iv. 
the northern regions of Afia and Europe. The 
genuine appellation of U</ri or Igours is found on 
the weftern confines of China’*; their migration 
to the banks of the Irtilh is attefted by Tartar, 
evidence*'’; a fimilar name and language are 
deteded in the fouthern parts of Siberia ” ; and the' 
remains of the Fennic tribes are widely , though 
thinly , fcattered from the fources of the Ofiy to 
the fhores of Lapland **. The confanguihity of 
the Hungarians and Laplanders would difplay .the 
powerful energy of climate on the children of a 
common parent; the lively contrail between the 
bold adventurers, who are intoxicated with the 
winfs of the Danube, a.nd the wretched fugitives 
who are immerfed beneath the fnow< of the polar 
circle. Arms and freedom have ever been the 
ruling, though- too often the unfucceLful , paflion 
of the -Hungarians , who are endowed by nature 
with a vigorous conllitution of foul and body *L 
Extreme cold has diminilhed the llatiure and con* 
gealed the faculties of the Laplandds, and the 
Arctic tribes, alone among the fons of men , are 
ignorant of wir,and unconfeious of human blood; 
an happy ignorance , if reafon and virtue were the 
guardians of their peace**! . ' - - 

It is the obfervation of the Imperial author of TaSics and 
thel'adlics ** , that all theScytbiar; hords refembled 
each other in their paftoral and military life, that a,„i 
they all pradlifed the fame means of fiibfillenee , • 

and employed the fame inftruraentS of deflrudion, 
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CHAP. But. he adds , that the two nations of Buigarinns 
IV. and Hungarians were fupefior to their brethren, 
and fimilar to each other, in the improvements, 
however rude , of their difcipline and government » 
their vifible likenefs determines Leo to tonfouiid 
Jiis friends and enemies in one common deferip- 
tioh ; and the pidure'- may be heightened by 
fome ftrokes from their contemporaries of the 
tenth century. Except the merit and fame of 
military prowefs, all that is valued by mankind 
appeared vile and contemptible to thefe Barbarians, 
whofe native fiercenefs was ftimulated by the 
confeioufnefs of numbers and freedom. 'The tents 
of thp Hungarians were of leather , their garments 
of fur; they fhaved their hair and fcaritied their 
faces ; in fpeech they were flow , in adion'prorapt, 
in treaty perfidious; and they fliared the common 
reproach of Barbarians, too' ignorant to Conceive 
’the ■importance of truth, too proud to deny or 
palliate the breach of their molf folcmn engage- 
ments. Their fimplicity lias been praifed; yet 
they abftained’ only from -the luxury they" had 
never known ; whatever they faW , they coveted ; 
their defires were infatiate, and their foie indullry 
was the hand of violence and rapine. By the 
definition of a paftoral nation , 1 have recalled a 
long defefiption of the ceconomy , the warfare , 
and the government that 'prevail in that ftage of 
fociety; I may add , .that to filhing as well as to 
the chace,‘ the- Hungarians were indebted for a 
part of their fubfiflence , and fince they fddom 
cultivated the ground , they rnull , at leaft in their 

new 
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new fettlements j have fometimes pradtifed a flight 
and unflcilful hufbandry. In their emigrations , 
perhaps in their expeditions, the hod was accom- 
panied by thoufands of flicep and oxen, who en- 
creafed the cloud of formidable dull, and afforded 
a conftant and whoiefome fupply of milk and 
animal food. A plentiful command of forage was 
the firft care of the general , and if the flocks and 
herds were fecure of their paflures, the hardy 
warrior was alike infenfible of danger and fatigue. 
The confufion of men and cattle that overfpread 
the country expofed their camp to a nodurnal 
furprife , had not a ftill wider circuit been occu- 
pied by their light cavalry , perpetually in motion 
to difcover and delay the approach of the enemy. 
After fome experience of th^e Roman tadlics , they 
adopted the ufe of the fword and fpear , the 
helmet of the foldier , and the iron breaft-plate of 
his fteed : but their native and deadly weapon 
was the Tartar bow: from the earlieft infancy ^ 
their children and l^^rvants were exercifed in the 
double fcience of archery and horfcmanfliip ; their 
arm was flrong; their aim was fure; and in the 
moft rapid career, they were taught to throw 
themfelves backwards , and to flioot a volley of 
arrows into the air. In open combat , in fecret 
ambufh, in flight, or purfuit , they were equally, 
formidable: an appearance of order was maintain*, 
ed in the foremoft tanks , but their charge was 
driven forwards by the impatient preflure of fuc- 
ceeding crowds. They purfued, headlong and 
Kifli, with loofened reins and horrific outcries,- 
VoL. X. . li 
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Chap, but if they fled, with real or difTembled fear, the 
tv. ardour of apurfuing foe was checked and chaflifect 
by the fame habits of irregular fpecd and fudden 
evolution. In the abufe of vidory, they aftonifi'- 
ed Europe, yet fmarting from the wounds of 
the Saracen and the Dane : mercy they rarely 
• a(ked , and more rarely bellowed ; . both fexe ) 
•were accufed as equally inacceflible to pity , and 
their appetite for raw flelh might countenance 
the popular tale ; that they drank the blood and 
feafted on the hearts of the {lain. Yet the Hun- 
garians were not devoid of thofe principles of 
juftice aird humanity , which nature has implanted ' 
in every bofom. The licence of public and pri- 
vate injuries was reftrained by laws and punifli- 
ments; and in thefecurity of an open camp, theft 
is the moll tempting and moft dangerous offence. 
Among the Barbarians, there were many, whofe 
fpontaneous virtue fupplied their laws and cor- 
rcdtd their manners , who performed the duties, 
and fympathifed with the a^fedions, of focial 
life. 

“After a long pilgrimage of flight or vidory, 
ment and in. the Turkifh hords approached the common limits. 
HunsariJnsT French and Byzantine empires. Their firft 

A. D. 889. conquefts and final fettlemcnts extended on cither. 

fide of the Danube above Vienna, below Belgrade, 
and beyond the mcafure of the Roman province 
of Pannonia, or the modern kingdom of Hun> 
gary **. That ample and fertile land was loofely 
occupied by the Moravians, a Sclavonian name 
and tribe , which were driven by the invaders 
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into the compaf* of a narrow province. Charle- c H A t*. 
magne had ftretched a vague and nominal empire tv* 

Its far as the edge of Tranfylvania; but, after 
the failure of his legitimate line, the dukes of 
Moravia forgot their obedience and tribute to 
the monarchs of Oriental France. The baftard 
Arnulph was provoked to invite the arms of the 
Turks; they ruflied through the real or figurative 
•Wall , which his indiferetion had thrown open ; 
and the king of Germany has been juftly re- 
proached as a traitor to the civil and ccclefiaftical 
fociety of the Chriflians. During the life of 
Arnulph, the Hungarians ■were checked by grath a. t. 6W# 
tude or fear; hut in the infancy of his fon Lewis *'*’ 
they difeovered and invaded BaVaria j and fucli 
•Was their Scythian fpeed j that in a fingle day a 
circuit of fifty miles was ftript and confumed. In 
the battle of Augfbilrgh the Chrillians maintained 
their advantage till the feventh hour of the day: 
they were deceived and vanquiflied by the flying 
ftratagems.^of the Turkifli cavalry< The confla- 
gration fpread over the provinces of B-ivaria^ 

Swabia , and Franconia ; and tjie Hungarians 
promoted the reign of anarchy , by forcing the 
ftouteft barons to difeipline their vaflAls and 
fortify their caftles. The origin of walled towns 
is aferibed to this calamitous period ; nor could 
any diftance be fecure againft an enemy , who , 
nlmolf at the fame inftant , laid in alhes the 
Helvetian monaftery of Sr. Gall, and tlie city of 
Bremen, on the fJiores of the northern ocean.( 

Above thirty years -the Germanic empire of 
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kingdom was fubjed to the ignominy of tribute; 
and refiftance was difarmed by the menace , the 
ferious and eftectual menace , of dragging the 
women and children into captivity , and of 
flaughtering the males above the age of ten years. 
I have neither power nor inclination to follow 
the Hungarians beyond the Rhine; but I muff 
obferve with furprife, that the fouthern provinces 
of France were blafted by die tempeft, and that 
Spain , behind her Pyrenees , was aftonifhed at 
the approach of thefe formidable ftrangers 
The vicinity of Italy had tempted their early 
inroads ; but , from their camp on the Brenta , 
they beheld with fome terror the apparent 
ftrcngth and populoufnefs of the new - dif- 
covercd country. They requefted leave to 
retire ; their rcqueft was proudly rejeded by 
the Italian king; and the lives of twenty thou- 
fand Chriftians paid the forfeit of his obftinacy 
and rafhnefs. Among the cities of the weft, the 
royal Pavia was confpicuous in fanae and fplen- 
dour ; and the pre-eminence of Rome itfelf was 
only derived fropi the relics of the apoftles. The 
Hungarians appeared ; Pavia was in flames; forty- 
three churches were confumcd ; and , after the 
roaftacre of the people , they fpared about two 
hundred wretches , who had gathered fome 
bufhcls of gold and filver ( a vague exaggera- 
tion) from the fmoking ruins of their country. 
In thefe annual excurfions from the Alps to the 
neighbourhood of Rome and Capua, the churches, 
that yet efcaped, refounded >yith a fearful litany : 
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* O fjve and deliver us from the arrows of the chap. 

* Hungarians ! ” But the faints were deaf or tv, 
inexorable; and the torrent roiled forwards, till 

it was ftopped by the extreme land of Calabria”. 

A compofition was offered and accepted for the 
head of each Italian fubjedl; and ten bufhels of 
filver were poured forth in the Turkifh camp. But 
falfehood is the natural antagonift of violence; 
and the robbers were defrauded both in the 
numbers of the afTcfTment and the ftandard of 
the metal. On the fide of the Eaft the Hungarians 
were oppofed in doubtful conflidl by the equal 
arms of the Bulgarians , whofe faith forbade an 
alliance with the Pagans , and whofe fituation 
formed the barrier of the Byzantine empire. The a. jq. 
barrier was overturned; the emperor of Conftan- 
tinople beheld the waving banners of the Turks; 
and one of their boldeft warriors prefumed to 
flrike a battle-axe into the golden gate. The arts ^ 
and treafures of the Greeks diverted the affault; 
but the Hungarians might boaft in their retreat, 
that they had impofed a tribute on the fpirit of 
Bulgaria and the majefty of the Cxfars **. The. 
remote and rapid operations of the fame cam- 
paign, appear to magnify the power and numbers 
of the Turks ; but their courage is moft defer- 
ving of praife , fince a light troop of three or 
four hundred horfe would often attempt and 
execute the moft daring inroads to the gates 
of Thcffalonica and Conftantinople. At this 
difaftrous aera of the ninth and tenth centuries, 

Europe was afflidled by a triple feourge from 
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the North, the Eaft, and the South : the Norman, 
the Hungarian, and the Saracen, fometimes trod 
the fame, ground of defolation ; and thefe favagc 
foes might have been compared by Homer to 
the two lions growling over the carcafe of a 
mangled flag 

The deliverance of Germany and Chriftcndom 
was atchieved by the Saxon princes , Henry 
the Fowler and Otho the Great , who , in two 
memorable battles, for ever broke the power of 
the Hungarians The valiant Henry was 
roufed from a bed of ficknefs by the invafion of 
his country: but his mind was vigorous and his 
prudence fuccefsful. “ My companions,” faid he 
on the morning of the combat , “ maintain your 
** ranks, receive on your bucklers the firft arrows 
‘‘ of the Pagans , and prevent their fecond dif- 
** charge by the equal and rapid career of your 
“ lances. ” They obeyed and conquered : and 
the hifloricai pidure of the caftle of Merfeburgh, 
expreffed the features , or at lead the charader, 
of Henry, who, in an age of ignorance, entrufted 
to the finer arts the perpetuity of his name 
At the end of twenty years, the children of the 
Turks who had fallen by his fword invaded the 
empire of his fon‘; and their force is defined , in 
the lowed edimate , at one hundred thoufand 
hoife. They were invited by domedic fadion; 
the gates of Germany were treacheroufly unlocked, 
and they fpread far beyond the Rhine and the 
Meufe, into the heart of Flanders. Rut the vigour 
and prudence of Otho difpelled the confpiracy; 
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the princes were made fenfible, that unlefs they chap. 
^vere true to each other, their religion and country LY. 
were irrecoverably ioft; and the national powers 
were reviewed in the plains of Augfbiirgh. They 
marched and fought in eight legions, according 
to the divifion of provinces and tribes ; the firft , 
fecond, and third, were compofed of Bavarians; 
the fourth of Franconians ; the fifth of Saxons , 
under the immediate command of the monarch ; 
the fixth and feventh confifted of Swabians ; and 
the eighth legion, of a thoufand Bohemians* 
clofed the rear of the hoft. The refources of 
tlifcipline and valour were fortified by the arts 
of fuperftition , which , on this occafion , may 
deferve the epithets of generous and falutary. 

The foldiers were purified with a faft ; the camp 
was blcffed with the relics of faints and martyrs; 
and the Chriftian hero girded on his fide the 
fword of Conftantinc , grafped the invincible 
fpear of Charlemagne , and waved the banner 
of St. Maurice , the prxfed of the Thebsean 
legion. But his firmeft confidence was placed in 
the holy lance whofe point was fafhioned of 
the nails of the crofs , and which his father had 
extorted from the king of Burgundy , by the 
threats of war and the gift of a province. The 
Hungarians were expeded in the f'ront ; they 
fccretly paffed the I.ech , a river of Bavaria that 
falls into the Danube ; turned the rear of the 
Chriftian army ; plundered the baggage , and, 
difordered the legions of Bohemia* and Swabia. 

The battle was reftored byj the Franconians^ 
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CHAP, whofe duke, the valiant Conrad, was pierced* 
tv. with an arrow as he refted from his fatigues: the 
Saxons fought under the eyes of their king; and 
his vidory furpafled , in merit and importance > 

' the triumphs of the laft two hundred years. The 

' ' lofs of the Hungarians was ftill greater in the 

flight than in the adion ; they were encompalTed 
by the rivers of Bavaria ; and their paft cruelties 
excluded them from the hope of mercy. Three 
captive princes were hanged at Ratifbon , the 
multitude of prifoners was flain or mutilated ,' 
and the fugitives , who prefumed to appear in 
the face of their country , were condemned to 
everlafting poverty and difgrace Yet the 
fpirit of the nation was humbled , and the moft 
accelhble palTes of Hungary were fortified with 
a ditch and tampart. Adverfity fuggefted the 
counfels of moderation and peace : the robbers 
of the Weft acquiefeed in a fedentary life; and 
A. D. s?s. next generation was taught by a difeerning 

prince , that far more might be gained by 
multiplying and exchanging the produce of a 
fruitful foil. The native race , the Turkifh or 
' Fennic blood , was mingled with new colonics 

of Scythian or Sclavonian origin ; many 
thoufands of robuft and induftrious captives had 
been imported from all the countries of Europe*'; 
and after the marriage of Geifa with a Bavarian 
princefs , he beftowed honours and eftates on 
the nobles of Germany *'. The fon of Geifa. 
was invefted with the regal title , and the houfe 
of Arpad reigned three hundred years in the 
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kingdom of Hungary. But the freeborn Barbarians chap. 
-were not dazzled by the luftre of the diadem , IV. 
and the people alTerted their indefeafible right of 
chufing, depofing, and punifhing the hereditary 
fervant of the ftate. 

III. The name of Russians *' ivaa firll di- Oriirin of tii» 
vulged , in the ninth century, by an cmbalTy 
from Theophilus, emperor of the Eaft, to the 
emperor of the Weft, Lewis, the fon of Charle- 
magne. The Greeks were accompanied by the 
envoys of the great duke, or chagan, or C2or, 
of tlie Ruftians. In their journey to Conftanti- A. D. S3»j 
nople , they had traverfed many hoftile nations; 
and they hoped to efcape the dangers of their 
return by requefting the French monarch to 
tranfport them by fea to their native country. A 
clofer examination detedled their origin : they 
were the brethren of the Swedes and Normans , 
whofe name was already odious and formidable 
in France ; and it might juftly be apprehended 
that thefe Ruffian ftrangers were not the mef- 
fengers of peace , but the emilTaries of war. 

They were detained, while the Greeks were 
difmiffied ; and Lewis expedled a more fatisfadory 
account, that he might obey the laws of hofpi- 
tality or prudence , according to the intereft of 
both empires This Scandinavian origin of 
the people, or at leaft the princes, of Ruffia, 
may be confirmed and illuftrated by the national 
annals*’ and the general hiftory of the North. 

The Normans, who had fo long been concealed 
by a veil of impenetrable darknefs , fuddenly 
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biirft forth in the fpirit of naval and militarjr 
ente'rprife. The vaft , and , as it is faid , the 
populous , regions of Denmark , Sweden , and 
Norway, were crowded with independent chief- 
tains and defperate adventurers, who fighed in 
the lazinefs of peace, and fmiled in the agonies 
of death. Piracy was the exercife, the trade, 
the glory, and the virtue, of the Scandinavian 
youth. Impatient of a bleak climate and narrow 
limits, they ftarted from the banquet, grafped 
their arms, founded their horn, afeended their 
velTcls, and explored every coaft that promifed 
either fpoil or fettlcment. The Baltic was the 
firft feene of their naval’ atchievements ; they 
vifitcd the caftern fhores , tlie filcnt refidence of 
Fennic and Sclavonian tribes, and the primitive 
Ruflians of the lake Ladoga paid a tribute, the 
Ikms of white fquirrels, to thefe ftrangers, whom 
they fainted with the title of Varangians ■** or 
Corfairs. Their fuperiority in arms, difeipline, 
and renown , commanded the fear and reverence 
of the natives. In their wars againft the more 
inland lavages, the Varangians condefeended to 
ferve as friends and auxiliaries, and gradually, 
by choice or conquefl, obtainedv the dominion 
of a people whom they were qualified to proterfl. 
Their tyranny was expelled , their valour wa.s 
again recalled, till at length, Ruric, a Scandi- 
navian chief, became the father of a dynafty 
which reigned above feven hundred years. His 
brothers extended his influence : the example 
of fervice 'and ufurpation was imitated by his 
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companions in the foiithern provinces of Rufha; 
and their eftablilhments, by the ufual methods 
of war and alfaffination , were cemented into 
the fabric of a powerful monarchy. 

As long as the defeendants of Ruric were con- 
fidered as aliens and conquerors, they ruled by 
the fword of the Varangians, dillributed eftates 
and fubjedls to their faithful captains , and fup- 
plied their numbers with frefh ftreams of ad- 
venturers from the Baltic coaft But when 
the Scandinavian chiefs had ftruck a deep and 
permanent root into the foil , they mingled with 
the Ruflians in blood, religion, and language, 
and the firft Waladimir had the merit of deliver- 
ing his country from thefe foreign mercenaries. 
They had feated him on the throne; his riches 
were infuiheient to fatisfy their demands ; but 
they liftened to his pleafmg advice , that they 
fliould feek, not a more grateful, but a more- 
wealthy, mailer; that they Ihould embark for 
Greece, where, inftead of the fkins of fquirrels, 
filk and gold would be the recompence of their 
fervice. At the fame time the Ruflian prince 
admoniflied his Byzantine ally to difperfe and 
employ, to rccompenfe and rellrain^ thefe im- 
petuous children of the North. Contemporary 
writers have recorded the introdiiclion , name, 
and charadler, of the Varangians: each ,day they 
rofe in confidence and ellecra; the whole body 
was affcmbled at Conllantinoplc to perform the 
duty of guards; and their ftrength was recruited 
by a nii.merous band of their countrymen from 
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the idand of Thule. On this occafion , the vague 
appellation of Thule is applied to England; and 
the new Varangians were a colony of Englifh 
and Danes who fled from the yoke of the 
Norman conqueror. The habits of pilgrimage 
and piracy had approximated the countries of 
the earth ; thefe exiles were entertained in the 
Byzantine court ; and they preferved , till the 
laft age of the empire, the inheritance of fpotlefs 
loyalty, and. the ufe of the Danifh or Englilh 
tongue. With their broad and double-edged 
battle-axes on their fhoulders, they attended the 
Greek emperor to the temple, the fenate, and 
the hippodrome; he flept and feafted under their 
trufty guard; and the keys of the palace,'’ the 
treafury, and the capital, were held by the firm 
and faithful hands of the Varangians 

In the tenth century, the geography of Scythia 
\v^as extended far beyond the limits of ancient 
knowledge ; and the monarchy of the Ruflians 
obtains a vaft and confpicuous place in the map 
of Conflantine The fons of Ruric were 
mafters of the fpacious province of Wolodomir, 
or Mofcow; and, if they were confined on that 
fide by the hords of the Eaft , their weftcrn 
frontier in thofe early days was enlarged to the 
Baltic fea and the country of the Pruflians. Their 
northern reign afcended above the fixtieth degree 
of latitude, over the Hyperborean regions, which 
fancy had peopled with monfters , or clouded 
with eternal darkncfs. To the fouth they fol- * • 
lowed the courfe of the Boryfthenes , and 
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. approached with that river the neighbourhood 
of the Euxine fea. The tribes that dwelt, or 
wandered, in this ample ' circuit were obedient 
to the fame conqueror, and infenfibly blended 
into the fame nation. The language of Ruflla 
is a dialedl of the Sclavonian ; but, in the tenth 
century, thefe two> modes of fpeech were dif- 
ferent from each other ; and , as the Sclavonian 
prevailed in the South , it may be prefumed that 
the original Ruffians of the North, the primitive 
fubjeds of the Varangian chief, were a portion 
of the Fennic race. With the emigration, union, 
or diflblution, of the wandering tribes, the loofe 
and indefinite pidure of the Scythian defert has 
continually fhifted. But the moft ancient map 
of Ruffia affords fome places which ftill retain 
their name and pofition; and the two capitals, 
Novogorod ’* and Kiow ”, are coeval with the 
firft age of the monarchy. Novogorod had not 
yet deferved the epithet of great, nor the al- 
liance of the Hanfeatic league , which diffufed 
the ftreams of opulence and the principles of 
freedom. Kiow could not yet boafl of three 
hundred churches , an innumerable people , and 
a degree of greatnefs and fplendour, which was 
compared with Conlfantinople by thofe who 
had never feen the refidence of the Caefars. In 
their origin, the two cities were no more than 
camps or fairs , the moft convenient ftations in 
which the Barbarians might alferable for the 
occafional bufinefs of war or trade. Yet even 
thefe affemblies announce fonic progrefs in the 
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CHAP, arts of fociety; a new breed of cattle was irrt- 
tv. ported from the fouthern provinces ; and the 
ipirit of commercial cnterprife perv'aded the fea 
and land from the Baltic to the Euxine, from 
the month of the Oder to the port of Conftanti- 
nople. In the days of idolatry and barbarifin * 
the Sclavonic city of Julin'was frequented and 
enriched by the Normans, who had pruriently 
fccured a free mart of purcbafe and exchange 
From this harbour, at the entrance of the Oder, 
the corfair, or merchant, failed in forty-three 
days to the eaftern fhores of the Baltic, the mofl 
dilfant nations were intermingled, and the holy 
groves of Curland are fatd to have been decorated 
with Grecian and Spanilh gold Between the 
fea and Novogorod an eafy intercourfe was dif- 
covered; in the fummer, through a gulf, a lake, 
and a navigable river ; in the winter feafort, 
over the hard and level furface of boundlefs 
fnows. From the neighbourhood of that city , 
the RuflTians defeended the Breams that fall into 
j the Boryfthenes; their canoes, of a finglc tree, 
were laden with flaves of every age , furs of 
every fpecies, the fpoil of their bee hives, and 
the hides of their cattle; and the whole produce 
of the North was colledled and difebarged in the 
magazines of Kiow. The month of June was 
the ordinary fcafon of the departure of the fleet: 
the timber of the canoes was framed into the 
oars and benches of more folid and capacious 
boats; and they proceeded without obftacle down 
the Boryftbenes , as far as the feven or thirteen 
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liclgcs of rocks, which traverfe the bed, and c H A 
precipitate the waters , of the river. At the lv. 
more (hallow falls it was fufficient to lighten the 
velTels; but the deeper catarads were impaOfable; 
and the mariners, who dragged their veflels and 
their flaves fix miles over land , were expofed 
in this toilfome journc)'^ to the robbers of the; 
defert.’*. At the find ifland below the falls, the. 

Ruffians celebrated the fe(fival of their efcape; 
at a fecond , near the mouth of the river , theyi 
repaired their (battered veffels for the longer and 
more perilous voyage of the Black Sea. If they 
(leered along the coaft , the Danube was accef- 
fiblc ; with a fair wind they could reach in 
thirty-fix or forty hours the oppofite fliores of 
Anatolia; and Conftantinople admitted the an- 
nual vifit of the ftrangers of the North. They 
returned at the ftated feafon with a rich cargo 
of corn , wine , and oil , the manufadures of 
Greece, and the fp ices of India. Some of their 
countrymen refided in the capital and provinces; 
and the national treaties proteded the perfons, 
effeds, and privdieges, of the Ruffian merchant”. 

But the fame communication which had been N’avai expe- 
opened for the benefit, was foon abufed for the>^**'°"* 
injury, of mankind. In a period of one hundred con- 
and ninety years, the Ruffians made four at- ftantiiiopu. 
tempts to plunder the treafures of Conftantinople ^ 
the event was Various , but the motive , the 
means, and the objed, were the fame in thefe 
naval expeditions The Ruffian traders had 
feea the magniiiceace and tafted the luxury of. 
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CHAP, the city of the Cxfars. A rtiarvellous tale , and 
IV. a fcanty fupply, excited the defires of their favage 
countrymen : they envied the gifts of nature 
■which their climate denied ; they coveted the 
works of art which they were too lazy to imitate 
and too indigent to purchafe : the Varangian 
princes unfurled the banners of piratical adventure, 
and their braveft foldiers were drawn from the 
nations that dwelt in the northern ifles of the 
ocean The image of their naval armaments 
was revived in the laft century, in the fleets of 
the Cofacks , which iflued from the Boryfthenes, 
to navigate the fame feas, for a fimilar pur- 
pofe The Greek appellation of monoxyla^ or 
fxngle canoes, might be juftly applied to the bot- 
tom of their veflels. It was fcooped out of the 
long ftem of a beech or willow, but the flight 
' and narrow foundation was railed and continued 
on either fide with planks, till it attained the 
length of fixty, and the height of about twelve, 
feet. Thefe boats were built without a deck , 
but with two rudders and a maft; to move with 
fails and oars ; and to contain from forty to 
/ ' - feventy men , with their arms , and provifions 
* of frefli water and fait fifti. The firft trial of the 

Ruflians was made with two hundred boats; 
but when the national force was exerted, they 
might arm againft Conftantinople a thoufand or 
twek'^e hundred veflels. Their fleet was not 
much inferior to the royal navy of Agamemnon, 
but it was magnified in the eyes of fear to ten 
or fifteen times the real proportion of its flrength* 
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and numbers. Had the Greek emperors been chap. 
endowed with forefight to difeern, and vigour lv. 
to prevent , perhaps they might have fealed with 
a maritime force the mouth of the Boryfthenes. 

Their indofcnce abandoned the coaft of Anatolia 
to the calamities of a piratical war , which , 
after an interval of fix hundred years , again 
infefted the Ruxine; but as long as the capital 
was .refpeded , the fufi'erings of a diftant pro- 
vince efeaped the^ notice both of the prince 
and the hiftorian. The ftorm which had 
fwept along from the Phafis and Trebizond, 
at length burft on the Bofphorus of Thrace; a 
Itreight of fifteen miles , in which the rude vef- 
fcls of the Ruffian might have been flopped 
and deflroyed by a more fkilful adverfary. In 
their firfl enterprife ’* under the princes of Kiow, The fiift. 
they palTed without oppofition , and occupied 
the port of Conllantinople in the abfence of 
the emperor Michael , the fon of Theophilus. 

Through a crowd of perils , he landed at the 
palace- flairs , and. immediately repaired to a 
church of the Virgin Mary By the advice 
of the patriarch, her garment,. a precious relic, ' 
was drawn from the fanduary and dipped in the 
fea; and a feafonable tempefl, which determined 
the retreat of the Ruffians, was devoutly aferibed 
to the mother of God “. Tfi'e filence of the The refanj, 
Greeks may infpire fome doubt of the truth , or 
at lead of the importance, t)f the fecond attempt 
by Oleg the guardian, of the fons of Ruric 
A flrong barrier of aims .and fortifications 

VoL. X. I • . 
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defended tlie Bofpliorus : they were eluded by the 
ufual expedient of drawing the boats ov^er the 
ifthmus ; and this firaple operation is defcribed 
in the national chronicles , as if the Ruflian fleet 
had failed over dry land with a brid^and favour- 
able gale. The leader of the third armament, 
Igor, the fon of Ruric, had chofen a moment 
of wcaknefs and decay, when the naval powers 
of the empire were employed againft the Saracens. 
But if coumge be not wanting, the idftruments 
'of -defence are feldom deficient. Fifteen broken 
and decayed gallies were boldly launched againfl 
the enemy; but inftead of the fingle tube of 
Greek fire ufuallv planted on the prow , the 
■fides and flern of each veffel were abundantly 
fupplied with that liquid combnftible. The 
engineers were dextrous ; the we.lther was pro- 
pitious ; many thoufand Ruffians, who chofe 
rather to be drowned than burnt, leaped into 
the fea ; and thofe who efcaped to the Thracian 
fhore were inhumanly flaughtered by the peafants 
'and foldiers. Yet one third of the canoes efcaped 
into fiiallow water; and the next fpring Igor 
was again prepared to retrieve his difgrace and 
claim bis revenge*’. After a long peace, Jarof- 
laus , the great-grand fon of Igor, refumed the 
fame project of a naval invafion. A fleet, under 
the command of his fon , was repulfed at the 
entrance of the Bofpliorus by the fame artificial 
flames. But in the raffinefs of purfuit the vanguard 
of the Greeks was encoitipaffed by an irrefiftible 
multitude of boats and men; their provifton of 
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fire was probably exhaiifted ; •and twenty -four chap. 
gallies were either taken, funk, or deftroyed ‘k i,v. 

Yet. the threats or calamities of a Ruffian NeEodat:onj 
war were more frequently diverted by ■ treaty 
than by arms. In thefe naval hoftilities , ^ 
every difad vantage was on the fide of the 
Greeks; their favage enemy aS'orded no mercy; 
his poverty promifed no fpoil ; his impenetrable 
retreat deprived the conqueror of the hopes of 
revenge ; and the pride or weaknefs of empire 
indulged an opinion, that no honour could be 
gained or loft in the intercourfe with Barbarians. 

At firft their demands were high and inadmiffible, 
three pounds of gold for each foldier.or mariner 
of the fleet: the Ruffian youth adhered ’to the 
defign of conqueft and glory ; but the counfels 
of moderation were recommended by the hoary 
fages. “Be content," they faid, “with the 
“ liberal offers of Caefar , is it not far better to 
“ obtain without a combat , the poffeffion of 
“ gold, filver, filks, and all the objeds of our 
defircs ? Are we fare of vidory ? Can we 
“ conclude a treaty with the fea ? We do not 
“ tread on the land; we float -on the abyfs of 
“ water, and a common death hangs over our 
“ heads The memory of thefe Ardic fleets 
that feemed todefeend from the Polar circle, left 
a deep impreffion of terror on the Imperial city. 

By the vulgar of every rank , it was afferted and 
believed, that an equeftrian ftatue in the fquare 
of Taurus, was fecretly inferibed with a pro- 
phecy, how the Ruffi.ths, in the laft days, 
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Digitized by Google 




ii6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. 

IV. 



Reign of 
CwacoOaus , 
A. D. 
955 — 973 - 



fliould become mailers of Conftantinople In 
our own time, a RuITian armament, inHead of 
failing from the Boryflhencs , has circumnavigated 
the continent of Europe; and the Turkifli capi- 
tal has been threatened by a fquadron of Ilrong 
and lofty fliips of war, each of which, with its 
naval fcience and thundering artillery , could 
have funk or fcattered an hundred canoes fuck 
as thofe of their anceftors. Perhaps the prefent 
generation may yet behold the accomplifljment 
of the predidlion, of a rare predidion, of which 
the Ilyle is unambiguous! and the date unquef- 
tionable. 

,By land the Ruffians were lefs formidable 
than by fea ; and as they fought for the moll 
part on foot, their irregular legions mull often 
have been broken aiid overthrown by the 
cavalry of the Scythian hords. Yet their grow- 
ing towns, however flight and imperfed, pre- 
fented a flielter to the fubjed and a barrier to 
the enemy: the monarchy of Kiow, till a 

fatal partition , . affumed the dominion of the 
North ; and the nations from the Volga to the 
Danube were fubdued or repelled by the arms 
of Swatoflaus ", the fon of Igor , the fon of 
Oleg , the fon of Ruric. The vigour of his mind 
and body was fortified by the hardfliips of a 
military and favage life. Wrapt in a bear-Ikin, 
Swatoflaus ufually flept on the ground , his head 
reclining on a faddle; , his diet was coarfe and 
frugal, and, like the heroes of Homer", his 
meat ( it was often horfeflcfh ) was broiled or 
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roafted on the coals. The exercife of war gave chap. 
{lability and difcipline to his army; and it may lv, 
be prefumed , that no foldier was permitted to 
tranfeend the luxury of his chief. By an erabalTy 
from Nicephorus, the Greek emperor, he was 
moved to undertake the conqueft of Bulgaria, 
and a gift of fifteen hundred pounds of gold 
was laid at his feet to defray the expence, or 
reward the toils, of the expedition. An army 
of fixty thoufand men was alTembled and em- 
barked ; they failed from the Boryllhenes to the 
Danube; their landing was effedled on the Mxfiati 
fhore, and, after a lharp encounter, the fwords 
of the Ruffians prevailed ag^ainft the arrows of 
the Bulgarian hbrfe. The vanquifhed king funk 
into the grave; his children were made captive; 
and his dominions, as far as mount Haemus, 
were fubdued or ravaged by the northern in- 
vaders. But .inftead of relinquiffiing his prey , 
and performing his engagements, the Varangian 
prince was more difpofed to advance than to 
retire; and, had his ambition been crowned with 
fuccefs , the feat of empire in that early period 
might have been transferred to a more temperate 
and fruitful climate. Swatoflaus enjoyed and 
acknowledged the advantages of his new pofition, 
in which he could unite , by exchange or rapine, 
the various produdfions of the earth. By an eafy 
nav'igation he might draw from Ruffiia the native 
commodities of furs, wax, and hydromcl : Hun- 
gary fupplied him with a breed of horfes and 
the fpoil’s of the Weft; and Greece abounded 
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Avith gold, filver, and the foreign luxuries, 
which his poA crty had affeded to difdain. The 
bands of Patzinacitcs , Chozars, and Turks, re., 
paired to the ftandard of vidory; and the am. 
bafiador of Nicephorus betrayed his trud , af. 
fumed the purple, and promifed to fh are with 
bis new allies the treafurcs of the Eaflern world. 
From, the banks of the Danube the Ruffian 
prince purfued his march as far as Adrianople ; 

formal fummons to ev’acuate the Roman. pro- 
vince .was difmiffed with contempt; and SwatoCv 
laus fiercely replied , that Conltantinople might 
foon exped the prefence of an enemy and a 
maffer. 

Nicephorus could no longer expiil the mifehief 
which he had introduced ; but his throne and 
wife were inherited by John Zimifccs who, in 
a diminutive body, pofTcfTed the fpirit and abili- 
ties of an hero. The firft vidory of his lieuten- 
,ants deprived the Ruflians of their foreign al- 
lies , twenty thoufand of whord were either de- 
flroyed by the fword, or provoked to revolt, or 
tempted to defert. Thrace was delivered, but 
feventy thoufand Barbarians were ftill in arms; 
and the legions that had been recalled from the 
new conquefts of Syria, prepared, with the 
return of the fpring, p march under the ban- 
-jiers of a warlike prince, who declared* hirafelf 
■ the friend and avenger of the injured Bulgaria, 
The pafTcs of mount Htemus had been left 
ungu.ardcd ; they were inflantly occupied; the 
Roman vanguard \Vas formed of the immortals (a 
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proud imitation of tlic Pcrfian ftyle ); tlic cm- chap. 
peror led the main body of ten thoiifand five i,v< 
hundred foot; and the reft of his forces followed 
in flow and cautious array with the baggage and 
military engines. The firft exploit of Zimifees 
was the rcdnclion of Marcianopolis, or Perifth- 
laba- in two days : the trumpets founded ; the 
walls were fcaled; eight thoiifand five hundred 
Ruffians were put to the fword; and the fons 
of the Bulgarian king were refeued from an igno- 
minious prifon , and invefted with a nominal dia- 
dem. After thefe repeated Ioffes , Swatoflaus re- 
tired to the ftrong poft of Driftra , on the banks' 
of the Danube , and was purfued by an enemy 
who alternately employed the arms of celerity 
and delay. The Byzantine gallies afeended the 
river; the legions completed a line of circum- 
vallation; and the Ruffian prince was encompaf- ‘ 
fed , .affaulted , and famifhed , in the fortifications 
of the camp and city. Alany deeds of valour 
were performed ; feveral defperate fallies were 
attempted; nor was it ‘till after a fiege of fixty- 
five days that Swatoflaus yielded to his adverfe 
fortune. The liberal terms which he obtained “ 
announce the prudence of the vieftor, who re- 
fpeded the valour, and apprehended the dcfpair, 
of an unconquered mind. The great duke of 
Ruffia bound himfelf by foleran imprecations to 
relinquifli all hoftile defigns ; a fafe paffage was 
opened for his return; the liberty of trade and 
navigation was rellored ; a meafure of corn- was 
diftributed to each" of his foldiers; and the allow- 
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ancc of twenty- two thoufand meafures attefts 
the lofs and the remnant of the Barbarians. After 
a painful voyage, they again reached the mouth 
of the Boryfthenes ; but their provifions were 
exhauftcd; the feafon was unfavourable; they 
paffcd the w'inter on the ice; and, before they 
could profecute their march, Swatoflaus was'fur- 
prifed and opprelTed by the neighbouring tribes, 
with whom the Greeks entertained a perpetual 
and ufeful correfpondence Far different was 
the return of Zimifces, who was received in his" 
.capital like Camillus or Marius, the faviours of 
ancient Rome. But the merit of the vidlory was 
attributed by the pious empero.r to the mother’ 
of God; and the image of the Virgin Mary, 
with the divine infant in her arms , was placed 
on a triumphal car , adorned with the* fpoils of 
war and the enfigtis of Bulgarian royalty. Zimifces 
made his public entry on horfeback ; the diadem 
on hij head , a crown of laurel in his hand ; and 
Conftantinople was aftonifhed to applaud the 
martial virtues of her fovereign 

Photius of Conftantinople , a patriarch whofe 
ambition was equal to his curiofity, congratu- 
lates himfelf and the Greek church on the con- 
verfion of the Ruflians Thofe fierce and 
bloody Barbarians had been perfuaded by the 
voice of reafon and religion , to acknowledge 
Jefus for their God , the Chriftian miflionaries 
for their teachers, and the Romans for their 
friends and brethren. His triumph was tranfient 
and premature. In the various fortune of their 
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piratical adv'cntures, fome Ruflfian chiefs’ might 
allow themfelves to be fprinklecl with the waicrs 
of baptifm; and a Greek bifliop with the name of 
metropolitan , might adminifter the facraments in 
the church of Kiow , to a congregation of fla\>es 
and natives. But the feed of the Gofpel was 
fown on a barren foil: many were the apoftates 
the converts were few; and the baptifm of Olga 
may be fixed as the aera of Ruffian Chriftianity 
A female, perhaps of the bafeft origin, who could 
revenge the death , and affume the feeptre , of 
her hulband Igor , mufl have been endowed with 
thofe adlivc virtues which command the fear and 
obedience of Barbarians. In a moment of foreign 
and dpmeftic peace , flic failed from Kiow to Con- 
ftantinople; and the emperor Conftantine Por- 
phyrogenitus has deferibed with minute diligence 
the ceremonial of her reception in his capital and 
palace. The ffeps , the titles, the falutations, 
the banquet, the prefents, were cxquifitely ad- 
jufted , to gratify the vanity of the ftranger, with 
due reverence to the fuperior majcfly of the 
purple In the facrament of baptifm , flie re- 
‘ ceived the venerable name of the emprefs Helena; 
and her converf.on might be preceded or fol- 
lowed by her uncle, two interpreters, fixtcen 
d^mfels , of an higher, and eighteen of a lower 
rank, twenty -two’ domeftics or minifters, and 
forty -four Ruffian merchants; who compofed the 
retinue of the great princefs Olga. After her 
retqrn to Kiow and Novogorod , fhe firmly per- 
fifted in her new religion ; but her labours in the 
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propagation of the Gofpel were not crowned 
with fucccfs; and both her family and nation 
adhered with obftinacy or indifference to the gods 
of their fathers. Her fon Swatoflaus was appre- 
hmllve of the fcorn and ridicule of his compa- 
nions; and her grandfon Wolodomir devoted his 
youthful zeal to multiply and decor^ite the mo- 
numents of ancient worflnp. The favage deities 
of the North were Hill propitiated with human 
facrificcs : in the choice of the vidim , a citizen 
was preferred to a Ifrarger", a Chriftian to an 
idolater; and the father, who defended his fon 
from the faccrdotal knife, was involved in the 
fame doom by the rage of a fanatic tumult Yet 
the leflbns and example of the pious Olga had 
made a deep, though fccrct, impreflion on the 
minds of the prince and people: the Greek mif- 
fionaries continued to preach, to difpute , and 
to baptife ; and the ambaffadors or merchant^ of 
Kullia compared the idolatry of the woods with 
the elegant fuperftition of ConHantinople. They 
had gazed with admiration on the dome of St 
Sophia; the lively pidures of faints and martyrs, 
the riches of the altar, the number and veil- « 
ments of the prrells , the pomp and order of the 
ceremonies ; they were edifiea by the alternate 
fucceflion of devout filence and harmonious fong; 
nor was it difficult to perfuade them, that a choir 
of angels defeended each dav from heaven to 
join in the devotion , of the Chriftians But 
the convcrfion of Wolodpmirwas determined or 
haftened by his deTire of a Roman' bride. At 
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the fame time, and In the city of Cherfon, the chap. 
rites of baptifm and marriage were celebrated LV. 
by the Chriftian pontiff : the city he reflored to 
thejemperor Bafil, the brother of his fpoufe; but 
the brazen gates were tranfported, as it is faid, 
to Novogorod, and ereded before the firft church 
as a trophy of his vidory and faith At his 
defpotic command, Perou’n , the god of thunder, 
whom he had fo long adored , was dragged 
through the ftreets of Kiow; and twelve ftuidy 
Barbarians battered with clubs, the misfliapen 
image , which was. indignantly cafl into the 
waters of the Boryfthenes. The edid of Wolo- 
domir had proclaimed , that all who fliould refufe 
the rites of baptifm would be treated as the ene- 
mies of God and their prince; and the rivers 
were -inftantly filled with many thoufands of obe- 
dient RufTians , who acquicfccd in the truth and 
excellence of a doctrine which had been em- 
braced by the great duke and his boyars. In the 
next generation, the relics of paganifra were 
finally extirpated ; but as the two brothers of 
Wolodomir had died without baptifm, their bones 
.were taken from the grave , and fandified by an 
Jrregular and pofthutnous facrament. 

In the ninth , tenth , and eleventh centuries of chriAimiiy 
the Chriftian acra , the reign of the gofpel and. of 

.the church, was extended over Bulgaria, Hun- soo noo. 

gary, Bohemia, Saxony, Denmark, Norway, 

Sweden, Poland, and Rnffia The triumphs 
pf apoftolic zeal were ’repeated in the iron age of 
CJiriflianity ; and the northern and eaftern regions 
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HAP. of Europe fubmitted to a religion, more different 
LV. in theory than in pradice , from the worfhip of 
their native idols. A laudable ambitibn excited 
the monks, both of Germany and Greece, to 
vifit the tents and huts of the Barbarians: poverty, 
liardfhips, and dangers, were the lot of the firft 
miflionaries ; their counge was adive and patient; 
their motive pure and meritorious; their prefent 
re\vard confifted iq, the teflimony of their confer- 
ence and the refped of a grateful people; but the 
fruitful harvefl; of their toils was inherited and 
enjoyed by tKe proud and wealthy prelates of 
fucceeding times. The firft converfions were free 
and fpontaneou!?: an holy life and an eloquent 
tongue were the only arms of the miflionaries ; 
but the domeftic fables of the Pagans were filenced 
by the miracles and vifiohs of the ftrangers’; and 
the favourable temper of the chiefs was accelerated 
by the didates of v'anity and intereft. The leaders 
of nations , who were faluted with the titles of 
kings and faints ”, held it lawful and pious to 
impofe the Catholic faith on their fubjeds and 
neighbours: the coaft of the Baltic, from Hblftein 
to the gulf of Finland; was invaded under the 
ftandard of the crofs ; and’^the reign of idolatry 
was clofed by the converfion of Lithuania in the 
fourteenth century. Yet trifth and candour muft 
acknowledge , that the converfion of the North 
imparted many temporal benefits both to the old 
and the new Chriftians. The rage of war, in- 
herent to the human fpecies, could not be healed 
by the evangelic precepts of charity and peace; 
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and the ambition of Catholic princes has renew- 
ed in every age the calamities of hoftile conten- 
tion. But the admiflion of the Barbarians into 
the pale of civil and ecclefiaftical fociety deli- 
vered Europe from the depredations , by fea 
and land, of the Normans, the Hungarians, and 
the Ruffians , who learned to fpare their brethren 
and Cultivate their polTeffions The eftabliffi- 
ment of law and order was promoted by the 
inffiience of the clergy; and the rudiments of art 
and fcience were introduced into the favage 
countries of the globe. The liberal piety of the 
Ruffian princes engaged in their fervice the moft 
fkilful of the Greeks, to decorate the cities and 
inftrudl the inhabitants: the dome and the paint- 
ings of St. Sophia were rudely copied in the 
churches of Kiow and Novogorod: the writings 
of the fathers were tranflated into the Sclavonic 
idiom; and three hundred noble youths were in- 
vited or compelled to attend the lelfons of the 
college of Jaroflaus. It ffiould appear that Ruf- 
fia might have derived an early and rapid im- 
provement from her peculiar connedion with the 
church and ftate of Conftantinople , which in 
that age fo juftly defpifed the ignorance of the 
Latins. But the Byzantine nation wasfervile, 
folitary, and verging to an hafty decline: after 
the fall of Kiow , the navigation of the Boryft- 
henes was forgotten, the great princes of Wolo- 
domir and Mofcow were "feparatcd from the fea 
and Chriftendom ; and the divided monarchy 
was opprelTed by the ignominy and blindnefs of 
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. Tartar ferv'itude The Sclavonic and Scandi- 
navian kingdoms, which had been converted by 
die Latin miflionaries, were expofed, it is true, 
to the fpiritual jurifdidion and temporal claims 
of the popes “ ; but they were united , in lan- 
' guage and religious worfliip, with each other, 
and with Rome; they imbibed the frjee and ge. 
nerous fpirit of the European republic , and gra- 
dually fliared the light of kno^Ylcdge tyhich arofc 
on the Yveftera worid. • 
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CHAP. LVI. 

The Saracens , Franks, and Greeks, in Italy . — Firjl 
Adventures and Settlement of the Normans. — Cha- 
raclcr and Conquejis of Robert Guifcard , Duke of 
Apulia, s- Deliverance of Sicily by his Brother Ro- 
yer. — Viilories of Robert over the Emperors of the 
Eajl and Wcji. — Rayer, King of Sicily, invades 
Africa and, Greece . — The Emperor Manuel Comne- 
nus. — IV ars ,of the Greeks and Normans. Ex- 
iin£lion of. the Normans. 

The three great nations of the world , the 
Greeks, the Saracens, and the Franks, encoun- ^ jj p 
tered each other on the theatte of Italy The 
fouthern provinces, which now compofe the conflia of 
kingdom of Naples , were fubjedl , for the moft the Saracens, 
part, to the Lombard dukes and princes of Pene- 
veotum * ; fo powerful in war , that they check- nJiy, 
e<i for a moment the genius of Charlemagne; fo 

111- L L ■ • j • 1 • 8-»3— lotr. 

liberal in peace, that they maintained in their 
capital an academy of thirty-two philofophers 
and grammarians. The divifion of this flourilhing 
flate produced the rival principalities of Bene- 
vento , Salerno, and 'Capua; and the thought- 
lefs ambition or revenge of the\ competitors in- 
vited the Saracens to the ruin of their common 
inheritance. During a calamitous period of two 
hundred years, Italy was expofed to a repeti- 
tion of wounds, which the in^'aders were not 
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C H A I’, capable of healing by the union and tranquillity 
LVi* of a perfedl conquelf. Their frequent and almoft 
annual i'quadrons iflued from the port of Palermo, 
aad were entertained with too. much indulgence 
by the Chriflians of Naples: the more formi- 
dable fleets were prepared on the African coaft ; 
aad even the Arabs of Andalufia were fometimes 
tempted to affift or oppofe the Mollems of an 
adverfe feet. In the revolution of tuman events, 
a new ambufeade was concealed in the Caudine 
forks , the fields of Cannae weref bedewed a 
fecond time with the blood of the Africans , and 
the fovereign of Rome again attaclted or defend- 
ed the walls of Capua and Tarentuni. A colony 
of Saracens had been planted at Bari, which 
commands the entrance of the Adriatic Gulf; 
and their impartial depredations provoked the 
refentment, and conciliated the union, of the 
two emperors. An oftenfive alliance was con- 
cluded between Bafil the Macedonian, the firft 
' of his face, and Lewis, the great- grandfon of 
Charlemagne ' ; and each party fupplied the defi- 
ciencies of his aflociate. It would have been im-‘ 
prudent in the Byzantine monarch to tranfport 
his ftationary troops of Afia to an Italian cam- 
paign ; and the Latin arms would have been in- 
fufficient, if his fuperior 'navy had not occupied 
the mouth of the Gulf. The fortrefs of Bari was 
invefted by the infantry of the Franks , and 
by the cavalry and gallies of the Greeks; and, 
after a defence of four years, the Arabian emir 
fubraitted to .the clemency of Lewis , who 
\ commanded 
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commanded in perfon the operations of the fiege. chap. 
This important concined had been atchieved by lvi. 
the concord of the Eaft and Weft; but their Conqneft of 
recent amity was foon embittered by the mutual g.j 
complaints of jealoufy and pride. The Greeks 
affumed as their own the merit of the conqueft 
and the pomp of the triumph; extolled the great- 
nefs of their powers , and affected to deride 
the intemperance and Doth lof the handful of 
Barbarians who appeared, under the banners of 
the Carlovingian prince. His reply is expreffed 
with the eloquence of indignation and truth: 

« We confefs the magnitude of your prcpafa« 

!1‘ tions fays the great grandfon of Charlemagne. 

' “ Your armies were indeed as numerous as a ' 
cloud of fummer locufts, who darken the day , 

“ flap their wings , and , after a fh'ort flight , 

“ tumble weary and breathlefs to the ground. 

“ Like them, ye funk after a feeble effort; yo 
“ were vanquilhed by your own cowardice ; 

“ and withdrew from the feene of a'dlion to in* ' 

“ jure and defpoil our Chriftian fubjeds of the 
“ Sclavonian coaft. We were few in number, 
and why .were we few ? bccaufe , after- a 
“ tedious expedation of your arrival , 1 had dif* 

“ miffed my hoft, and retained only a chofen 
‘‘ band of warriors to continue the blockade of 
the city. If they indulged their hofpitable 
.“'feafts in the face of danger and death, did 
thefe feafts abate the vigour of their enterprife? 

“ Is it by your falling, that the walls of Bari 
have been overturned? Did not thefe valiant 
VoL. X. K 
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“ Franks, dimlniflied as they were by Janguof 
“ and fatigue , intercept and vanquifli the three 
“ moft powerful emirs of the Saracens ? and did 
“ not their defeat precipitate the fall of the city ? 

“ Bari is now fallen; Tarentum trembles; Cala- 
H bria will be delivered; and, if we command 
the fea , the ifland of Sicily may be refeued 
from the hands of the infidels. JVly brother (a 
name moft oftenfive to the vanity of the Greeks), 

“ accelerate your naval fuccours , refpedt your 
“ allies , and diftruft your flatterers*.” > ' 

Thefe lofty hopes were foou extinguifhed by 
the death of Lewis, and the decay of the Car- 
lovingian houfe ; and whoev'cr might defervS 
the honour, the Greek emperors, Bafil., and his 
fonLeo, fecured the advantage, of the reduction 
of Bari. The Italians of Apulia and Calabria 
were perfuaded ,or compelled to acknowledge 
their fupremacy, and an ideal line from mount 
Garganus to the bay of Salerno, leaves the far 
greater part of the kingdom of Naples under the 
dominion of the Eaftern empire. Beyond that 
line , the dukes or republics of Amalphi ’ and 
Naples, who had never forfeited their voluntary 
allegiance * rejoiced in the neighbourhood of 
their lawful fovereign ; and Amalphi was enriched 
by fupplying Europe with the produce and ma- 
jiufadures of Afia. But the Lombard princes of 
Benevento, Salerno, and Capua ‘, were rcluc- . 
tantly torn from the communion of the Latin 
world , and too often, violated their oaths of 
fervitude and tribute. The city of Bari rofe to 
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dignity and wealth , as the metropolis of the c ii A 
hew theme or province of Lombardy; the title ivl; 
of patrician , and afterwards the fingulkr name of 
Catapan was affigncd to the fupremc governor; 
and the policy both of the church and (late was 
modelled in exaifl fubordination to the throrie of 
Coriftantinople. As long as^the fceptie was dif- 
puted by the princes of Italy; their efforts were 
feeble and adverfe ; and the Greeks refifted of 
eluded the forces of Germany, which defeended 
from the Alps under the Imperial ftandard of the 
Othos. The firft and greateft of thofe Saxon 
princes was compelled to relinquilh the fiege of 
Bari: the fecond, after the lofs of his ftouteft 
bilhops and barons , efcaped with honour from 
the bloody field of Creftona. Ori that day thenefMfof 
fcale of war was turned againll the Franks 
the valour of the Sarittens \ Tbefe corfairs 
indeed been driven by the Byzantine fleets from 
the foftrefTes and coafts of Italy; but a fenfe of 
interefl was more prevalent than fuperftitiori dr 
referitrrient; and the caliph of Egypt had tfanf- 
ported forty thoufarid Moffems to • the aid of his 
Chrifliari ally. The fucceffbrs of Bafil amufed 
themfelvcs with the belief, that the conqueft df 
Lombardy had Been’ atebieved; and was ftill 
preferved , by the juftice of their laws; the' vir- 
tues of their minillers, and the gfatitiide of i. 
pedple whdni they had fefeued from anarchy 
and oppreflion. A feries of rebellions might dart 
a ray of truth into the palace of Cdnftantinoplej 
and the illufions of flattery Syer’e difpelled hy 
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tlie e!ifv ami rapid fuccefs of the Norman ad- 
venturers. 

.The revolution of human affairs had produced 
in Apulia and- .Calabria , a melancholy contrail 
between the age of Pythagoras and the tenth 
century of the Chriftian acra. At the former 
period, the coaft of Great Greece (as it was 
then ftyled ) was planted .with free and opulent 
cities: thefe cities were peopled* with foldiers, 
artifts, and philofophers; and the military ftrength 
of Tar^ntum , Sybaris ,^or Crotona , was not 
inferior to that of a powjefful kingdom. At the 
fecond xra , thefe once flourilbing provinces 
were clouded with ignorance , impoveriflied by 
tyranny, and depopulated by Barbarian war; nor 
can we fev'erely accufe the exaggeration of a 
contemporary that a fair and ample dillrid was 
reduced to the fame defolaflon which had covered 
the earth after the general deluge *. Among the 
hoftilities of the Arabs, the Franks, and the 
Greeks , in the fouthern Italy, I fhall felcd two 
or three anecdotes expreffive' of their national 
manners, i. It "Ovas the amufement of the Saracens 
to profane, as well as to pillage, the monaf- 
teries and churches. At the fiege of Salerno, a 
IVlufulman chief fpread his couch on the commu- 
nion-table, and on that altar facrificed each night 
the virginity of a Chriftian nun. As he wreftled 
with a reludlant maid, a beam in the roof was 
accidentally or dextroufly thrown <lown on his 
head; and the death of the luftful emir was 
inaputed to the wrath of Chiift, which was at 
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length awakened to the defence of his falthfiU chap. 
fpoufe 2. The Saracens befieged the cities of i-vr. 
Beneventum and Capua ; after a vain appeal to 
the fucCefTors of Charlemagne , the Lombards 
implored the clemency and aid of the Greek 
emperor A fearlefs . citizen dropt from the 
walls , paffed the intrenchments , accomplifhcd 
his commiflQon, and fell into the hands of the 
Barbarians, as he was returning with the welcome 
news. They commanded him to aflift their enter- 
prife , and deceiv^e his countrymen with the 
alTurance that wealth and honours fhould be the 
reward of his falfehood , and that his fincerity 
would 'be puniflied with immediate death. He 
affedled to yield, but as foon as he was conduced 
within hearing of. the Chriftians on the rampart, 

“ Friends and brethren , ” he cried with a loud 
voice, “ be bold and patient, maintain the city j 
“ your fovereign is informed of your diftrefs, 

“ and your deliverers are at hand. I know my 
“ doom , and commit riiy wife, and children to, 

“ your gratitude. ” The rage of the Arabs con- 
firmed his evidence; and the felf-devoted patriot 
was tranfplerced with an hundred Ipears. He 
deferves to live in the memory of the virtuous, 
but the repetition of the fartie ftory in ancient 
and modern times, may fp'rinkle fome doubts on 
the reality of this generous deed 3. The recital a. d. sso.” 
of the third incident may provoke a fmile amidft. 
the horrors of war. Theobald, marquis of Came- 
rino and Spoleto '* , fupported the rebels of 
Beneventum; and his wanton cruelty was not 
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f {i 4 r. incompatible in that age with the charadler of 
jfVl, fCn hero. His captives of the Greek nation or 
party, were caftratell without mercy, apd the 
putragc'was aggravated by a cruel jeft, that he 
Vrilhed to prefent the emperor with a fupply. of 
eunuchs , the moft precious orn;tments of the 
Byzantine court. The garrifon of a caftle had 
Leen defeated in a fally , and the prifoners were 
fentenced to the cuftomary operation. But the 
facrifice was difturbed by the -intrufion of a 
frantic female, who, with bleeding cheeks, difhcvel- 
led hair, at^d importunate clamours, compelled 
the marquis to liften to her complaint. Is it 
thus,” flie cried, “ ye magnanimous heroes, 
that ye wage war againft women , againft 
women who’have never injured ye, and whofe 
only arms are th.e diftaff and the loom ? 
Theobald denied the charge , and protefted , 
that, fince the Amazons, he had never heard 
,pf a female war. “ And how, ” flie ftirioufly 
pxclaimed, “ can you "attack us more diredly, 
“ how can you wound us in a more vital part, 

“ than by robbing our hufltands of what we 
‘‘ mofl: dearly cherifli, the fpurce of pur joys 
“■ and the hope of our pofterity ? The plunder 
of our flocks and herds I have endured without 
a murmur, but this fetal injury, this irreparable 
^ Jofs , fubdues my patience , and calls aloud on 
^ the juftice of heaven jind earth. ” A general 
laugh applauded her eloquence ; the favage 
franks , inaccedible to pity , were moved by 
■ ^^r ridiculous, yet ratipnM, dcfpairj and with 
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tlic deliverance of the captives , flie obtained the chap. 
rertitution of her effedts. As fhe returned in J.VI. 
triumph to the caftlc, file was overtaken by a 
meffengcr, to enquire, in the name of Theobald, 
what punifliment fliould be inflided on her huf- 
b,ind, were he again taken in arms? “ Should 
“ fuch, ” Ihe anfwered without hcfitation , “ be 
his guilt and misfortune, he has eyes, and a 
** nofe, and hands, and feet. Thefe arc his own, 
and thefe he may.deferve to forfeit by his 
“ perfonal offences. But let my lord be pleafcd 
“ to fpare what his little handmaid prefumes to 
“ claim as her peculiar and lawful property ” 

The cftablifliment of the Normans in the king- Ori(t!n of A» 
doms of Naples and Sicily is an event moft *" 

romantic in its origin, and m its conlequences a. o. loic. 
mod important both to Italy and the Eaftern 
empire. Th« broken provinces of the Greeks, 
Lombards-, and Saracens, were expofed to every 
invader, and every fea and land w?rc invaded 
by the adventurous fpirit of the Scandinavian 
pirates. After a long indulgence of rapine and 
flaughteV , a fair and ample territory was ac- 
cepted-, occupied, and named, by the. Normans 
.of France.; they renounced their gods for the 
God of the Qhriftians '* ; and the dukes of 
Normandy acknowledged themfelvcs the vnfials 
of the fuccelfors of Charlemagne and Capet. The 
favage fiercenefs which they had brought from 
the fnowy mountains of Norway, was venned, 

■without being corrupted, in a warmer climate, 

$be- companions of Rqllo infenfibly mingled with 
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H A P. the nativ'es ; they imbibed the manners, lan- 
ivi. guage ", and gallantry, of the French nation; 
and, in a martial age, the Normans might cktim 
the palm of valour and glorious atchievements. 
Of the fafliionable fuperftitions, they embraced 
with ardour the pilgrimages of Rome, Italy, and 
the Holy Land. In this aefive devotion, their 
minds and bodies were invigorated by exercife: 
danger was the incentive , novelty ^the recom- 
pence: and the profpedl of the world was decor- 
ated by wonder, credulity, and ambitious hope. 
They confederated for their mutual defence; and 
the robbers of the Alps who had' been allured 
by the garb of a pilgrim, were often chaftifed 
by the arm of a warrior. In one of thefe pious 
vifits to the cavern of mount Garganus in Apulia, 
which had been fandlified by the apparition of 
the archangel Michael , they Mijere .accofled 
by a ftranger in the Greek habit , but who foon 
revealed himfelf as a rebel , ’ a fugitiv^e , and a 
mortal foe of the Greek empire. His name was 
JVIdo ; a noble citizen of Bari , who , after an 
unfuccefsful revolt, was compelled to feek new 
allies and avengers of his country. The bold 
appearance of the Normans revived his hopes, 
and folicifed his confidence : they; liftened to the . 
corpplaints , and ftill more to the promifes , of 
the patriot. The affurance of wealth demonftrated 
the jiilfice of his caufe; and they viewed as the 
inheritance of the brave j the fruitful land which 
was oppreffed by effeminate • tyrants. On their 
return to Normandy, they kindled a fpark of 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 137 

• • 

# 

«nterprife ; and a fraall but intrepid band was chap, 
freely alTociated for the deliverance of Apulia. ivj. 
They pafled the Alps by feparate roads , and in 
the difguife of pilgrims; but in the neighbour- 
hood of Rome they were fainted by the chief of 
Bari , who fupplied the more indigent with arms 
and horfes, and inftantly led them to the field 
of action. In the firll conflidt, their valour pre- 
vailed; but in .the fecond engagement they were 
overwhelmed by the numbers and military engines 
of the Greeks, and indignantly retreated with 
their faces to die enemy. The unfortunate Mclo 
ended his life, a fuppliant at; the court of Ger- 
many: his Norman followers, excluded from their 
promifed land , wandered among the hills and 
vallies of Italy, and earned their daily fubfiftence 
by the fword. To that formidable fword, the 
princes of Capua, Beneveutum , Salerno, and 
Naples , alternately appealed in their domeftic 
quarrels; the fuperior fpirit and difeipline of the’ 
Normans gave vidtory to the. fidc_ which they 
cfpoufed ; and their cautious policy obferved the 
balance of power , left the preponderance of any 
rival ftate fliould render their aid Icfs important 
and their fervice lefs profitable. Their firft afylum 
was a ftrong. camp in the depth of the maillies 
of Campania; but they were foon endowed by 
the liberality of the duke ofN^ples with a more 
plentiful and permanent feat. Eight jniles from pnim-iation 
bis refidence, as a bulwark againft Capua , the 
town of Averfa was built and fortified for their" ’ 
ufe j and they enjoyed as their own , the corn 
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and fruits, the meadows and groves, of that 
fertile diftrid. The report of their fuceefs attradeej 
every year new (warms of pilgrims and fotdiers 
the poor were urged by neceflity ; the. rich were 
excited by hope; and the brave and adive fpirits 
of Normandy were impatient of eafe and ambitL 
ous of renown. The independent ffandard ef 
Averfa afforded flicker and encouragement to 
the outlaws of the province, to, every fugitive 
who had efcaped from the injuflice or jufticc of 
}iis fuperior.s; and thefc foreign affociates were 
quickly affimilated in manners and language to 
the Gallic colony. The firft leader of the Nor. 
mans was count Rainulf; and in the origin of 
fociety,- pre-eminence of rank is fbe reward and 
the proof of fuperior merit 
Since the conqueft of Sicily by the Araks, the 
Grecian emperors had been anxious to regain 
thlt, valuable poffeflion ; but their efforts, how- 
ever ftrenuous, had been oppofed by the diftance 
and the fea. Their coftly armaments , after a 
gleam Of fuccefs, added new pages of calamity 
and difgrace to the Byzantine annals : twenty 
thoufand of their be (I troops were loft in a finglc 
expedition; and the viiftorious Modems derided 
the policy pf a nation, which entrufted eunuchs 
not only with the cuftody of their women but 
with the conamiKid of their men After a reiga 
of two hiuidred years , the Saracens were ruined 
by their divifions The eipir difclaimed the 
authority of the king of Tunis ; the people rofi 
againft the eniir> the cijtieg were ufurped by tlie 
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cViipfs; each meaner rebel was independent in bis 
village or caftle ; ‘and the weaker of two rival 
brothers implored the friendfljip of the Chriftians. 
Jn every fervice of danger the Normans were 
prompt and iifeful; and five hundred knights, or 
\varriors on horfeback, were enrolled by Arduin, 
the agent and interpreter of the Greeks, under 
the fiandard of Maniaces governor of Lombardy, 
Before their landing, the brothers were reconciled; 
the union of Sicily and Africa was reftored ; and 
the ifiand was guarded to the water’s edge. The 
Normans led 'the van, and the Arabs of Medina 
felt the valour of an untried foe. In a fecond 
adtion the emir of Syracufe . was unhorfed and 
tranfpierced by the iron arm of William of 
Hayteville. In a third engagement his intrepid 
companions difeomfited the hoft of diJvty thorn 
fand Saracens, and left the Greeks no more than 
the labour of the purfuit: a fplendid vidory; 
but of which the pen of the hiftorian may divide 
the merit with the lance of the Normans, It is, 
however, true that they edentially promoted the 
fuccefs of Maniaces, who reduced thirteen cities 
and the greater part of Sicily under the obedience 
of the emperor. But his military fame was fullicd 
by ingratitude and tyranny. In the divifion of 
the fpoil, the defer^s of his brave auxiliaries were 
forgotten ; and neither their avarice nor their 
pride could brool; this injurious treatment. They 
complained, by the mouth of their interpreter; 
their complaint was difregarded; their interprC' 
fef' was fcourged ; the fufferings were his-, the 
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infult and refentment bcloneed to thnfe whofe 
fcntiments he had delivered. Vet they diffembled 
till they had obtained, or ftoleOj a fafe pafTage 
to the Italian continent: their brethren of Averfa 
fympathifed in their, indignation , and the pro- 
vince of Apulia was invaded as the forfeit of the 
debt Above twenty years after the firft emi- 
gration , the Normans took • the field with 
no more than feven hundred horfe and five 
hundred foot; and after the recall of the Byzan- 
tine legions ” from . the Sicilian war, their 
numbers are magnified to the amount of three- 
fcore thoufarid men. Their herald propofed the 
option of battle or retreat; “ of battle, ” was 
the unanimous cry of the Normans; and one of 
their ftovitell warriors, with a flroke of his fill;, 
felled to the ground the horfe of -the Greek 
meflenger. He was difmifTed with a frefli horfe; 
the infult was concealed from the Imperial troops; 
but in two fucceffive battles they were more 
fatally inftrudled of the prowefs of their adverfa- 
ries. In the plains of Cannae, the Afiatics fled 
before the adventurers of France ; the duke of 
Lombardy was made prifoner ; the Apulians 
acquiefeed in a new dominion ; and the four 
places of Bari, Otranto, Brundufium, and Taren- 
tum , were alone faved in .the fliipwreck of the 
Grecian fortunes. From this acra we may date the 
eftablifhment of the. Norman power, which foon 
eclipfetl the infant colony of Averfa. Twelve 
counts ** were chofen by the popular fuffrage; 
and age, birth , and merit, Nyerc the motives of 
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their choice. The tribiUes of their peculiar diftrldts c n a r. 
were appropriated to their ufe ; and each count lvi. 
eredeJ a fortrefs in the rnidd of his lands , and 
at the head of his vafTals. In the centre of the 
province, the common habitation of Melphi was 
referved as the metropolis and citadel of the 
republic ; an hoiife and feparate quarter was 
allotted to each of the twelve counts; and the 
national concerns were regulat.ed by this military 
fenate. The firft of his peers, their prefident and 
general, was entitled count of. Apulia; and thi? 
dignity was conferred on William of the iron 
arm , who , in the language of the age , is ftyled 
a lion in battle, a Iamb in fociety, and an angel 
in council The manners of his countrymen are charaner of 
fairly delineated by a contemporary and national Normam. 
hiflorian “ The Normans, ” fays Malaterra, 

“ are a cunning and revengeful people; eloquence 
“ and diflimulation appear to be their hereditary 
qualities: they can ftoop to flatter; but unlefs 
“ they are curbed by the rcftraint of law, they 
“ indulge the licentioufnefs of nature and paflion^ 

1 heir princes affed the praife' of popular muni- 
“ ficence; the people obferve the medium, or 
“ rather blend the extremes , of avarice and pro- 
“ digality ; and, in their eager thifft of wealth and 
“ dominion, they defpife whatever they poflefs,and 
“ hope whatever theydcfire. Arms and horfes, the 
” luxury of drefs, the exercifes of bunting and haw- 
“ king'^, arc the delight of the Normans ; but; on 
“ prefling occafions , they can endure with incre- 
“ dible patience the inclemency of every climate, 

“ and the toil andabftinencc of a rail itarj' life 
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The Normatis of Apulia Were feated on the 
Verge of the two empires^ and, according to 
the policy of the hour, they accepted the invefti- 
ture of their lands from the fovereigns of Gei- 
tnany or Conllantinople. But the firmed title 
of thefe adventurers was the right of conqued: 
they neither loved not* truded ; they were rieither 
truded nor beloved: the contempt of the pririces 
Was mixed with fe;ir , and the fear of the natives 
v/as tningled with hatred and refentrrient. Every 
objedt of defire, an horfci a woman, a garden, 
tcniipted and gratified the rapacioufnefs of the 
flrangers ” ; and the avarice of their chiefs was 
only coloured by the more fpecious names of 
jimbition and glory. The twelve counts were' 
fometimes joined in a league ‘of injudice; in 
their domedic quarrels .they difputed the fpoils 
of the people: the virtues of William were bu- 
fied irt his grave ; and Drogo , his brother and 
fuccelfor, was better qualified to lead the valour, 
than to redfain the violence, of his peers. Under 
tfie reign of Coildanone Monomachus ^ the 
policy, rather than benevolence, of the Byzan- 
tine court attempted to relieve ‘ Italy from this 
adherent tnifchiefj' more grievous than a flight 
Of B.irbariaris **; and Argyrus, the fon of Melo, 
Was inveded for this purpofe With the niod lofty 
titles “ and the niod ample commiffion. The 
memory of his father might recotnrriend him to 
the' Normans; and he had already engalged their 
Voluritafy fervice to quell the revolt of Mainia- 
CeS^ and to avenge their own and the publib 
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injury. It was the defign of Conftantine to'tranl- c n A- it, 
plant this warlike colony from the Italian pro- lvI. 
Vinccs to the Perfian war; and the fon of Melo 
diflributed among the chiefs the gold and manii- 
facfturcs of Greece, as the firft fruits of the Im- 
perial bounty. But his arts were baffled by the fenfe 
and fpirit of the conquerors of Apulia: his gifts, or 
*t lead his propofals, were rejcdled; and they un- 
ainimounyrcfufed to relinquilh their poffeHions and 
their hopes for the diftant profpedl of Afiatic fortune- 
After the means of perfuafion had failed , Argyrus League oi 
refolved to compel or to deAroy : the Latin 
powers .were folicited againA the common enemy; 
and an offenfive alliance was formed of the pope , a. d. 
and the two emperors of the -EaA and WeA. 

The throne of St. Peter was occupied by Leo 
the ninth, a fimple faint**, of a temper moA apt 
to deceive himfelf and the world,, and whole 
venerable charadler would confecrate with the 
name of piety, the meafures leaA compatible with 
the pradice of religion. His humanity was af- 
feded by the complaints, perhaps the calumnies, 

. of an injured people: the impious Normans had 
interrupted the payment of tithes; and the tem- 
poral fword might be lawfully unfheathed againft 
the facrilegious robbers, who were deaf to the 
eenfures of the church. As a German of noble 
birth and royal kindred, Leo had free accefs to 
the court and confidence of the emperor Henry 
the third; and in fearch of arms and allies, his 
ardent -zeal tranfported him from Apulia to 
Saxony, from the Elbe to the Tiber. During 
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tliefe . lioftile preparations , Argyrus indulged 
himfelf in the ufe of fecret and guilty weapons: 
a crowd of Normans became the victims of public 
or private revenge; and the valiant Drogo was 
murdered in a church. But his fpirit furvived in 
his brother Humphrey, the third count of Apu- 
lia. The airalTms were chaftifed; and the foil 
of Melo, overthrown and wounded, was driven 
from the field to hide his lliame behind the walls 
of Bari , and to await the tardy fuccour of his 
allies. 

But the power of Conftantlne was diftracled 
by a Tiirkifli war; the mind of Henry was feeble 
and irrefolutc ; and the pope , inftead of repafling 
the Alps with a German army , was accompanied 
only by a guard of fev'en hundred Swabians and 
fome volunteers of Lorraine. In his long pro- 
grefs from Mantua to Benev'entum, a vile and 
promifeuous multitude of Italians was enlifted 
under the holy ftandard”: the prieft and the 
robber flept in the fame tent; the pikes and crof- 
fes were intermingled in the front; and the mar- 
tial faint repeated the lelfons of his youth in the , 
order of march, of encampment, and of combat. 
The Normans of Apulia could mufter in the field 
no more than three thoufand horfe, with an 
handful of infantry : the defedion pf the natives 
intercepted their provifions and retreat ;■ and their 
fpirit, incapable of fear, was chilled for a mo- 
ment by fuperflitlous awe. On the hoftile ap- 
proach of Leo, they knelt without difgrace or 
reludance before their fpiritual father. But .the 

pope 
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pope was inexorable ; his lofty Germans affeded chat. 
to deride the diminutive ftature of their adver- tvi. 
fariesj and the Normans were informed that 
death or exile was their only alternative. Flight . ‘ 

they difdained , and , as many of them had been , ; 

three days without tailing food , they embraced ' ■* ' 
the alTurance of a more eafy and honourable death. • 
They climbed the hill of Civitella, defeended 
into the plain, and charged in three divifions the , 
army of the pope. On the left, and in the cen- His defeat 
tre, Richard count of Averfa , and Robert the 
famous Guifeard, attacked, broke, routed, and'^“"**^» 
purfued the Italian multitudes, who fought with- 
out difeipline and fled without lhame. A harder 
trial was referved for the valour of count 
Humphrey, who led the cavalry of the right 
wing. The Germans ’* hav^e been deferibed , 
as unflcilful in the management of the horfe 
and lante: but on foot they formed a ftrong and. 
impenetrable phalanx; and neither man, nor (Iced, • \ 

nor armour, could refill the weight of their long .. - . 

and two-handed fwords. After a fevere con- •.• 

flidl, they were encompafled by the fquadrons ' •' 
returning from the purfuit; and died in their 
, ranks with the efteem of their foes , and the 
fatisfadlion of revenge. The gates of Civitella 
were fliut againft the flying pope, and he was 
overtaken by the pious conquerors, who kifled 
his feet to implore his blefling and the abfolution 
of their finful vidlory. The foldiers beheld in 
their enemy and captive, the vicar of Chrifl; 
and, though we 'may fuppofe the policy .of the 
Vot. X. L 
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chiefs, it is probable that they were infeded by 
the popular fupcrftition. In the calm of retire- 
ment, the well-meaning pope deplored the effu- 
' fion of Chriftian blood, 'which muft be imputed 
to his account: he felt, that he had been the 
author of fin and fcandal ; and as his’ undertaking 
had failed , the indecency of his military cha- 
racter was univcrfally condemned With thefe 
difpofitions , he liftened to"the offers of a benefi- 
cial treaty; deferred an alliance which he had 
preached as the caufe of God; and ratified the 
paft and future conquefls of the Normans. By 
whatever hand they had been iifurped, the pro- 
vinces of Apulia and Calabria were a part of the 
donation of Conftantine and. the patrimony of St. 
Peter: the grant and the acceptance confirmed 
the mutual claims of the pontiff and the adven- 
turers. They promifed to fupport each other 
with fpiritual and temporal arms ; a tribute or 
quit-rent of twelve-pence was afterwards ftipulat- 
cd for every plough -land ; and fince this me-, 
morable tranfadlion; the kingdorh of Naples has 
remained above feven h'undred years a fief of the 
Holy See * 

The pedigree of Robert Guifeard ” is yari- 
oufly deduced from the peafants and the duke? 
of Normandy: from the peafants," by the pride 
and ignurance of a Grecian princefs from the 
dukes, by the ignorance and flattery of the 
Italian fubjedts ”. His genuine defeent may be, 
aferibed to the fecond or middle order of private, 
nobility'^*. He fprang from a race oivalvajjors 
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or bannerets , ‘of tbe diocefe of Coutances , in the 
lower Normandy: the caftic of Hauteville was 
their, honourable feat; his father Tancred was 
confpicuous in the court and army of the duke : 
and his .military fervice was furniflied by ten 
foldiers or knights. Two marriages, of a rank 
not unworthy of his own , made him the father 
of twelve fons, who were educated at home by 
the impartial tenderriefs of his fecond wife. But 
a narrow patrimony was infufficient for this nu- 
merous and* daring progeny; they faw around the 
’neig h boui hood the mifehiefs of poverty and difeord, 
and refolved to feek in foreign wars a more glori- 
ous inheritance. -Two only remained to perpetuate 
the race*, and cherilb their father’s age: their ten 
brothers, as they fucceffively attained the vigour., 
of manhood, departed from the caftle, paffed the 
Alps, and joined the Apulian carnp of the Nor- 
mans. The elder were prompted by native fpirit ; 
their fuccefs encouraged their younger brethren; 
and the three firfl: in feniority, ^^illiam, Drogo, and 
Humphrey, deferved to be the chiefs of their nation 
and the founders of the new republic. Robert 
was the eldeft of the feven fons of the fecond 
marriage; and even the reludant praife of his 
foes has endowed him with the heroic qualities' 
of a foldier and a ftatefman. flis. lofty ftature 
furpaffed the tailed of his army: his limbs were- 
caft in the true proportion of drength and grace-' 
fulnefs; and to the decline of life, he maintained 
the patient vigour of health and the commanding 
dignity of hisfprm. His complexion was ruddy, his ' 

La 
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CHAP: fhoulders were broad , his hair and beard were 
IVL long and of a flaxen colour, his 'eyes fparkled 
with fire, and his voice, like that of Achilles, 
could imprefs obedience and terror amidH the 
tumult of battle. In the ruder ages of chivalry, 
fuch qualifications are not below the notice of 
the poet or hiftorian : they may obferve that 

'Robert, at once, and with equal dexterity, could 
wield in the right-hand his fword, his lance in 
the left; that in the battle of Civitella-, he was thrice 
• unhorfed; and that in the clofe of ’that memo- 

rable day he was adjudged to have borne away 
, the price of valour from the warriors of the 
two armies His boundlefs ambition was 
founded on the confeioufnefs of fuperior; worth : 
in the purfuit of greatnefs, he was never arrefled 
by the fcruples of juftice , and feldom moved by 
. the fellings of humanity: though not infenfible 

. of fame , the choice of open or clandefUnc means 
was determined only by his prefeht advantage. 
The furname of Gnifcard ** was applied to this 
mafter of political wifdom , which is too often 
confounded with the pracTce of diflimUlation and 
deceit ; and Robert is praifed by the Apulian 
poet for excelling the cunning of Ulyfles and the 
eloquence of Cicero. Yet thefe arts were dif- 

• guifed by an appearance of military franknefs: in 

• his higheft fortune, he was accelfible and cour- 
• teous to his fellow - foldiers ; and while he in- 
dulged the prejudices of his new fubjeds, he 
aflcded in his drefs and manners to maintain the 
ancient 



fafliion of his country.^ He grafped with 
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a rapacious, that he might diftribute with a 
liberal , hand: his primitive indigence had taught 
the habits' of frugality ; the gain of a merchant 
Was not- below his • attention ; and his prifoners 
were tortu'red with flow and unfeeling cruelty 
to force a difeovery of their fecret treafure. Ac- 
cording to the Greeks, he departed from Nor- 
mandy with only Hve followers on horfeback 
and thirty on foot; yet even this allowance ap-- 
j)ears too bountiful; the fixth fon of Tancred of 
Hauteville palTed the Alps as' a pilgrim; and his 
firft military band was 'levied among the adven- 
turers of Italy. His brothers and countrymen 
had divided the fertile lands of Apulia; but they 
guarded' their (hares with the jealoufy of avarice: 
the alpfring youth was driven forwards to the 
mountains of 'Calabria, and in hi's firft* exploits 
againft the Greeks and the natives, it is not eafy 
to diferiminate the hero from the robber. To 
furprife a caftle or a convent, to enfnare a 
wealthy citi2:cn,'to plunder the adjacent villages 
for necefTary food, were the obfeure labours which 
formed and exercifed the powers of his mind 
and body. The volunteers of Normandy adhered 
to his ‘ftandard ; aiyl , under his command, the 
peafants of Calabria alTumed the name and cha- 
fadler of Normans. 

As the genius of Robert expanded with his 
fortune, he awakened the jealoufy of his elder 
brother, by whom, in a tranfient quarrel, his 
life was threatened and his liberty reftrained. 
After the death of Humphrey, the tender age 
. . T ' 



c H A r.' • 
LVI. 



His ambition 
and fuccers, 

■ . A. D. 

1054 — lose 



Digitized by Google 



150 THE DECLINE AND FALL'- 

V , . 

CHAP, of his fons excluded them from the command; 
J.VI, they were reduced to a private eftate by the 
ambition of their guardian and uncle; andGuifeard 
■ • was exalted on a buckler , and faluted count of 

Apulia and general of the republid. With an 
, endreafe of authority and of force , he refumed 
, .the conqueft of Calabria, and foon afpired to a 
rank that fhould raife him for ever* above the 
heads of his_ equals. By fome acls of rapine or 
facrilege, he had incurred a papal excommunica-.. 
tion : but Nicholas the fecond was'eafily per- 
fuaded, that the divifions of friends could ter- 
minate only in their mutual prejudice; that the 
Normans were the faithful champions of the Hojy 
See ; and it -was fafer to truft the alliance of a 
prince - than the caprice of an ariftocracy.*- A 
iynod of one hundred bifbops waS convened at 
Melphi; and the count interrupted an important 
enterprife to guard the perfon and execute the 
decrees of the Roman pontiff. His gratitude and 
policy conferred on Robert' and his pofterityi 
the ducal title with the in.veftiture of Apulia, 

• Calabria, and all the lands, both in Italy and 

Sicily, which his fword could refeue from the 
fchifmatic Greeks and the unbelieving Saracens**. 
'This apoftolic fandtion might juftify his arms; 
but the obedience of a free and vidorious people 
could not be transferred without their confent; 

. "and Guifeard diffembled his elevation till the 
^ enfujng campaign had been illuftrated by the 

conqueft' of Confenza and Reggio. In the hour 
, of triumph , he affembled his troops , and folicited 
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the Normans to confirm by’ their fuffrage the chap,* 
judgment of the vicar of Chrift : the foldiers tvr. 
hailed with joyful acclamations their valiant dnke; “uke of 
and the counts V his former equals, pronounced 
the oath of fidelity, with hollow fmiles and fecret ^ 
indignation. After this inauguration , Robert 
ftyled himfelf, “ by the grace of God and St.- . 

“ Peter, duke of Apulia, Calabria, and hcre- 
after of Sicily; ” and it was the labour of 
twenty years to deferve and realize thefe lofty • ‘ 

appellations. Such tardy progrefs , in a narrow 
fpace-, may feem unworthy of the abilities of 
the chief and the fpirit of the nation; b.iit the 
Normans were few in number ; . their refources \ * 

• were fcanty ; their fervice was voluntary and > 

precarious. The braveft defigns of the duke 
were fometimes oppofed by the free voice of his 
parliament of barons: the twelv'e counts of pq- 
pular eledion, confpired againft his authority; • ' • 

iind.againfl; their perfidious uncle, the fons of y 

Humphrey demanded jufticQ and revenge. By 
his policy and vigour, Guifeard difeovered their . 
plots, fupprelTed their rebellions, and puniflied . 
the- guilty with death or exile: but in thefe do- 
meflic feuds, his years, and the national ftrengthy • . 

were unprofitably confumed. After the defeat of 
his foreign enemies, the Greeks, Lombards, and 
'Saracens, their broken forces retreated to the 
ftrong and populous cities of the fea-coaft. They 
excelled in the arts of fortification and defence ; < 
the Normans were accuftomed to ferve on horfe- 
b^ck in the field, and their rude attempts could 
. ■ . . L4. 
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only fucceed by the efforts of perfevering courage. 
The refiftance of Salerno’ was maintained above 
eight months : the fiege 6r blockade of Bari 
lifted near four years. In thefe acUmis the Nor- 
man duke was the foremoft in every, danger ; in 
every fatigue the laft and moft patient. 'As he 
.preffed the citadel of Salerno, an Huge ftone from 
the rampart fhattered one of his military engines; 
and by a fplinter he was. wounded in the breaft. 
Before the gates of Bari, he lodged in a miferable 
hut or barrack, compofed of dry branches, and 
thatched with ftraw ; a perilous ftatioh, on all 
fides dpen to the inclemency of the winter and 
the fpears'of the enemy”. 

The Italian conquefts of Robert correfpond 
with the limits of the prefent kingdom *of Naples; 
and the countries united by his arms have not 
been diffevered by the revolutions of feVen hun- 
dred years The monarchy has been compofed 
of the Greek provinces of Calabria and Apulia, 
of the Lombard principality of Salerno , the re- 
public of Amalphi, and the inland dependencies 
of the large and ancient dutchy of Beneventum., 
Three diftridls only were' exempted from the 
common law of fnbjedlion ; the firft for ever, 
and the two laft till the middle of the fucceeding 
century. The city and immediate territory of 
Beneven'to had been transferred , by gift or ex- 
change, from the German emperor to the Roman 
pontiff; and although this holy land was fome- 
tr'mes invaded, the name of St. Peter was finally 
inore potent than the fword of the Normans. 
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Their firft colony of Avcrfa fubdued and held c H a r. 
the ftate of Capua; and her princes were 'reduced i-vi. 
to beg their bread before the palace of their 
fathers. The, dukes of Naples, the prefent metro-.’ 
polls, maintained the popular freedom, under the 
fhadow of the Byzantine empire. Among the 
rew acqulfitions of Guifcard , the fciencc of ^ 
Salerno , and the trade of Amalphi*’, may 
detain for a moment the curiofity of the reader. ' 

1 . Of the learned faculties , jurifprudence implies Soiiooi of 
the previous eftabliniment of laws and property ; 
and theology may perhaps be fuperfeded by the 
full light of religion and reafon. But the favage 
and the fagc mull; alike implore the afliflance of 
phyfic; and , if our difeafcs are inflamed by luxury, 
the mifchiefs of blows and wounds would be 
more frequent in the ruder ages of fociety. The 
treafures of Grecian medicine had been commu- 
nicated to the Arabian colonies of Africa, Spain, 
and Sicily; and in the intercourfe of peace and 
war, a fpark of knowledge had been, kindled and 
cbenfhed at Salerno, an illuftrious city, in which 
the men were honeft and the woniCn beauti- 
ful”. A fchool, the firft that arofc in the dark- 
nefs of Europe, was confecrated to the healing- s 
art : • the confciencc of monks and bifhops was 
reconciled to that falutary and lucrative profef- 
fion ; and a crowd of patients , of the moft’ 
eminent rank and moft diftant climates , invited , 
or vifited the phyficians of Salerno. They 
were protected by the Norman conquerors; and 
Guifcard , though bred in arras , could difeern 
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CHAP, the merit and value of a philofopher.' After' a 
ivi. pilgrimage of thirty-nine, years, Conftantine, an 
African Chriftian , returned from ’Bagdad , a' 
mafter of the language and learnings of the Ara- 
bians ; and Salerno was enriched by the pradice, * 
, the lelTons , and the writings, of the pupil of 
0 Avicenna. I he fchool of medicine has long-flept 
in the name of an univerfity; but her precepts 
are abridged in a Bring of aphorifms , bound 
together in the Leonine verfes, or Latin rhymes. 
Trade of of the twelfth" century II. Seven miles to the 
AraaipU. of Salerno , and thirty to the fouth of 

' Naples, the obfcure town of Amalphi difplayed 

the power and rewards of induBry. The land, 
however fertile, was of narrow extent; but the 
fea was acceflible and open : the inhabitants hrft 
• alTumed the office of fupplying the weBern world 
with the manufadlures and produdions- of tlie 
EaB; and this ufeful traffic was the fource of 
their opulence and freedom. The government 
was popular .^under the adminiBration of a duke 
and the fupremacy of the Greek emperor. Fifty 
thoufand citizens were numbered in the walls of 
Amalphi ; nor was any city more abundantly 
provided with gold, filver , and the objeds of 
precious luxury. The mariners who fwarmed 
in her port excelled in the theory and pradice 
of navdgation and aBronomy; and the difcovery 
of the compafs, which has opened the globe, is 
due to their ingenuity or goad fortune. Their 
trade was extended tg the coaBs, or at leaB to 
the commodities ,• of Africa , Arabia , and India; 
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and their fettlements in Conflantinopic , Antioch, c if 
Jerufalem , and Alexandria , acquired the privi- lvi.' 
leges of independent colonies After three 
.hundred years of profperity, Amalphi was op- 
prefTed by the arms of the Normhns, and facked 
by the jealoufy of Pifa; but the pov'crty of one 
'thoufand fifhertnen is yet dignified by the remains ■« 
of an arfer\al , a cathedra! , and the palaces of . 

, royal merchants. 

Roger, the twelfth and laff of the fons of of 

Tancred, had been long detained in Normandy 
-by his own and his father’s age. He accepte.d a. n. 
the welcome fummons; buftened to the Apulian 
camp; and deferved at firft the efteem, and after- 
wards the envy; of his elder brother. Their, 
valour and ambition were equal; but the youth,’ 
the beauty , the elegant manYiers , of Roger, / 
engaged the difinterdled love of the foldicrs and 
people. So fcanty was his allowance, for him-’ 

■ fclf and forty followers, that he defeended from 
conquefi; to robbery, and from robbery to do- 
jnelbc theft; and fo loofe were the nations of 
'property , that , by his own hiftorian , at his 
fpecial command , he is accufed of ftealimg horfes 
from a liable at Melphi His fpirit emerged 
from poverty and difgrace: from thefe bafe prac- 
tices he rofe to the merit and glory of a holy 
1. war; and the invafion. of Sicily wAs feconded 
by the zeal and policy of his brother Guifeard. 

After the retreat of the Greeks, the idolaters, a 
moft audacious reproach of the Catholics, had 
retrieved their lolfcs' and polTefTions ; but the 
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CHAP, deliverance of the ifland, fo vainly undertaken by 
lyi. the forces of the Eaftcrn empire, was atchieved 
by a .fmall and private band of adventurers ”, 
In the firll attempt, Roger braved, in an open . 
boat, the real and fabulous dangers of Scylla and- 
Charybdis; landed with only, fixty fold iers on a 
bodiie fliore; drove the Saracens to the gates of> 
Meflina ; and fafely returned with the fpoils of 
the adjacent country.’ In the fortrefs of 1 rani,- 
his active and patient couragfe were equally con-, 
fpicuous. In his old age he related With pleafure, . 
that, by the* diftrefs of the Ticge , himfelf, and 
the,countefs his wife, had been reduced to a 
fingle cloak or mantle, which they wore alter- 
nately: that in a fally his horfe had been flain , 
and he was dragged away by the Saracens,-’ but 
that he owed his-refeue to his good fword, and , 
had retreated with his faddle on his back , left 
the meaneft trophy might be left in the hands of 
the mifereants. In the fiege of Trani, three hundred • 
Normans withftood and "repulfed the forces of the 
ifland. In the field of Ceramio , fifty thoufand 
horfe and foot were overthrown by one hundred* 
and thirty-fix Chriftian foldiers, without reckon- 
ing St. George, who fought on horfeback in the 
foremoft ranks. The captive banners, with four 
camels i were referved for the fuccelfor of St. 
Peter ; knd* had thefe Barbaric fpoils been ex- 
pofed not in the Vatican , but in the’ Capitol , 

• they might have revived the memory of the 
Punic triumphs. Thefe infnfficient numbers of 
die Normans moft probably denote their knights. 
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the foldiers of honourable and equeftri'ah rank, g H'.A.r. 
each of whom- was attended hy five or fix fol- lvII 

lowers in the field yet, with the aid of this . . ‘ 

interpretation, and after every fair allowance orr. 
the fide, of valour, arras, and reputation, the . 
difeomiiture of fo" many myriads will reduce the 
•prudent reader to the alternative of a miracle or 
, a fable. The Arabs of Sicily derived a frequent 
and powerful fuccour from their countryrnen of 
Africa : in the fiege of Palermo , the Norman 
cavalry was alFifted by .the gallies of Pifa; and, 
in the hour of adlion, the envy of the two bro- 
thers was fublimed to a generous and Invincible 
emulation. After, a war of thirty years Roger, 

,with the title of great count, obtained the fove- 
reignty of the largeft and moft fruitful iftand of 
the Mediterranean ; .and his adminiftration dif- 
plays a liberal and enlightened mind above the 
limits of his age and education. The Moflems 
•were maintained in the free enjoyment of their 
religion and property : a philofophcr and 

phylician of Mazara, of the race of Mahomet, 
harangued the conqueror, and was invited to 
court; his geography of the feve'n climates was 
tranfiated into Latin; and Roger, after a diligent 
perufal , preferred the work of the Arabian to 
the writings of thd Grecian Ptolemy A rem- 
• nant of Chriftian natives had promoted the fiic- 
ctfs of the Normans : they were rewarded by 
the triumph of the Crofs. The ifland was reflored 
to the jurifdidlion of the Roman pontiff ; new 
bifliops were planted in the principal cities; and 
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the clergy was fatisficd by a liberal endowment 
of churches and monallcrics. Yet the Catholic 
hero ad'erted the rights of the civil magiftrate. 
Inftead of re’figning the inveftiture of benefices, 
he dextroufly applied to his own profit. the papal 
ciainis: the fupremacy of the crown was fecured 
and enlarged, by the fingnlar bull which declares- 
the princes of Sicily hereditary and perpetual 
legate? of the Holy See 

'I’o Robert Guifcard , the conquefl of Sicily 
was more' glorious than .beneficial : the poffefl'ion 
of Apulia and Calabria was inadequate to his am- 
bition ; and. he refolved to embrace or create the • 
hrfl occafion of invading, perhaps of fubduing, . 
the Roman empire of the Eaft ^From his firft 
wife , the partner of his humble fortunes , he had 
been divorced under the pretence of confangui- 
nity; and her fon Bohemond was deftined to 
imitate, rather than to fuccced, his illuftdous 
father. The fecond wife of Guifcard ‘was the* 
daughter of a prince of Salerno; the Lombards 
acquiefced in the lineal fucceffion of their fon 
Rotrer; their five, daughters were given in honour- 
able nuptials “ , and one of them was betrothed 
in a tender age , to Conltantine , a beautiful youth, - 
■the fon and heir of the emperor Alichael But' 
the throne of Conftantinople was fhaken by a 
revolution : the Imperial family of Ducas was •. 

confined to the palace or the cloifter ; and Robert 
•deplored, aiid refented , the difgrace of his daugh- 
ter and the expulfion of his ally. A Greek, who ' 
ftyled himfelf the father of Conftantine, foon- 
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appeared at Salerno / and related the adventures chap.' 
ot his fall and flight. rThat iinfortunafe friend* lvi. 
was acknowledged by the duke , and adorned ' - 
with the pomp and titles of Imperial dignity : in 
his triumphal progrefs through Apulia and. Cala- 
bria, Michael” was faluted with the tears and • - ■ 
acclamations of the people ; and pope Gregory 
the feventh exhorted the’ bifliops to preach, and" 
the Catholics to fight, in the pious works of his 
reftoration. His converfations with Robert were 
frequent and familiar, and their mutual promifes 
were juftilied by the valour of the Normans and . 
the treafures of the Eaft. Yet this Michael, by 
the^confelfion of the Greeks and Latins, was a 
pageant and infipoftor; a monk who had fled from' 
his convent, or a domeftic who had ferved in the 
palace. The fraud had been contrived by the 
fubtle Guifeard ; and he trufted , that after this ^ . 

pretender had given a decent colour to his arms , 
he would fink , at the nod of the conqueror, into 
his primitive obfeurity. But vidory was the only • 
afgument. that could determine the belief of the 
Greeks; and the ardour of the Latins was much 
inferior to their credulity : the Norman veterans 
wilhed to enjoy the^ harveft ^of their toils, and 
the unwarlike Italians trembled at the known and 
unknown dangers of a tranfmarine expedition. 

In bis new levies , Robert exerted the influence 
of gifts and promifes , . the terrors of civil and 
ecclefiaftical authority ; and fome ads. of violence 
might juftify the reproach, that age and infancy .'.' 
were prelfed without dillindion into the fervice 
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of tlieir unrelenting prince. After two years in- 
. cefiant preparations, the, land and naval forces 
were affembled at Otranto , at the heel , or extreme 
prornontory , of' Italy; and Robert was accompa* 
hied by his wife , who fought by his fide , his Ton 
Bohemond, and the reprefentative of the emperor 
JVlichacl. Thirteen hundred knights of Norman 
•race or difeipline , formed the fmews of the army, 
which might be fwelled to thirty thoufand 
followers ’of every denomination. The men , the 
horfes ,thc arms , tlie engines , the wooden towers,' 
covered with raw hides , were embarked on board 
one hundred and fifty veffds : the tranfpofts had 
been built in the ports of Italy, and the gallies 
•were fupplied by the alliance of the republic of 
Ragufa. ’ 

At the mouth of the Adriatic gulf , the fliores 
of Italy and Epirus incline towards each other. 
The’ fpaee between Brundufium and Dufazzo,' 
the Roman palTagc; is no more than one hundred 
miles**; at’tlie laft llation of Otranto, it is con- 
traded to fifty"; and this narrow diftance had 
fuggefted to Fyrrhus and Pompey the fublime or 
extravagant idea of a bridge. Before the general 
embarkation , the Norman duke difpatched Bohe-# 
mond with fifteen gallies to feize or threaten the 
ifle of Corfu, to furvey the oppofite coaft , and 
to fecure an harbour in the neighbourhood of 
Vallona for the landing of the troops. They 
palfed and landed without perceiving an enemy; 
and this fuccefsful experiment difplayed the neglcdl 
4 nd decay of the naval power of the Greeks. The ' 
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illands of Epirus and the maritime towns were 
fubdusd by the arms or the name of Robert, who 
led bis fleet and army from Corfu ( I ufe the mo- 
dern appellation ) to the fiege of Uurazzo. That 
city, the wellcrn key of the empire, was gnanled 
by ancient renown, and recent fortifications , by 
George Palxologus , a patrician, vidlorious in the 
Oriental wars , and a numerous garrifon of Alba- 
nians and Macedonians, who , in every age , have 
maintained the charaefer of foldlers. In the pro- 
fecution of his enterprife, the courage of Guifeard 
was alTailed by every form of danger and mif- 
chance. In the mofl propitious foafon of the year, 
as his fleet palled along the coaft , a llonn of 
wind and fnow unexpectedly arofe : the Adriatic 
was fwellcd by the raging blaft of the fouth , and 
a new fliipwreck confirmed the old infamy of the 
Acroceraunian rocks The Gils, the malls, and 
the oars, were lhattered or torn away; the fea 
and Ihorc were covered with the fragments of 
veffels, with arras and dead bodies; and the 
greatell part of the provifions’wcre either drowned 
or damaged. The ducal galley was laborioully 
refeued from the waves , and Robert halted feven 
days on the adjacent cape, to colletfl the relics of 
bis lofs and revive the drooping fpirits ot his 
foldiers. The Normans were no longer the bold 
and experienced mariners who had explored the 
ocean from Greenland to mount Atlas , and who 
fmiled at the petty dangers of the Alediterranean. 
They had wept during the terapeR ; they wcle 
alarmed by the hofUle approach of the Venetians, 
■V^OL. X. M ‘ 
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CHAP, who had been folicited by the prayers and pro- 
LVL mifcs of the Byzantine court. The firft day’s 
aclion was not dihidv’antageous to Bohemond , a 
beardlefs youth*', who led the naval powers of 
his father. All night the gallies of the republic 
Jay on their anchors in the form of a crefcent ; 
and the vitftory of the fccond day was decided 
by the dexterity of their evolutions, the ftation 
of their archers, the weight of their javelins , and 
the borrowed aid of the Greek fire. The Apulian 
and Ragufian veCTcls fled to the fliore, feveral 
were cut from their cables and dragged away by 
the conqueror; and a fally from the town carried 
flaughter and difmay to the tents of the Norman 
duke. A feafonable relief was poured intoDurazzo, 
and as foon as the befiegers had loft the command 
of the fea , the iflands and maritime towns with- 
drew from the camp the fupply of tribute and 
provifion. That camp was foon afflicted with a 
peftilential difeafe; five hundred knights perifhcd 
by an inglorious death ; and the lift of burials 
(if all could obtain a decent burial ) amounted to 
ten thoufand perfons. Under thefc calamities, the 
mind of Guifcard alone w'as firm and invincible: 
and while he colledled new forces from Apulia 
and Sicily , he battered, or fcaled , or Tapped, the 
walls of Durazzo. But his induftry and valour 
were encountered by equal valour and more per. 
fed induftry. A moveable turret , of a fize and 
capacity to contain five hundred foldiers , had 
been rolled forwards to the foot of the rampart : 
but the defeent of the door or drawbridge was 
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checked by an enormous beam, and the wooden chap. 
ftrudlure was inftanlly confumcd by artificial LVi. 
flames. 

While the Roman empire was attacked by the rhe army 
Turks in the Eafl and the Normans in the Weft, 
tlie aged fuccefTor of Michael furrendcred the Aiexiu^^”^ 
fceptre to the hands of Alexius , an illuftrious 
captain, and the founder of theComnenian dynafty. 

The princcfs Anne, his daughter and hiftorian, 
obfcrves , in her affeded ftyle , that even Hercules 
was unequal to a double combat; and, on this 
principle, flie approves an hafty peace with the 
Turks, which allowed her father to undertake in 
perfon the relief of Durazzo. On his acceffion , 

Alexius found the camp without foldiers and the 
treafury without money; yet.fuch were the vi- 
gour and adivity of his raeafures , that in fix 
months he alTembled an army of feventy thoufand 
men , and performed a march of five hundred 
miles. His troops were levied in Europe and Afia, 
from Peloponefus to the Black Sea ; his raajefty 
was difplayed in the filver arms and rich trap-' 
pings of the companie.s of horfe-guards; and the 
emperor was attended by a train of nobles and 
princes, fome of whom, in rapid rfucceflion , had 
been clothed with the purple, and were indulged 
by the lenity of the times in a life of affluence 
and dignity. Their youthful ardour might animate 
the multitude ; but their Love of pleafurc and con- 
tempt of fubordination were pregnant with difor- 
der and mifehief; and their importunate clamours 
for fpeedy and decifive adion difconcerted the 
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. prudence of Alexius, who might have furroundcd 
and ftarved the bcfieging army. The enumeration 
of provinces recalls a fad comparifon of the pa!t 
and prefent limits of the Roman world: the raw 
levies were drawn together in hafte and terror ; 
and the garrifons of Anatolia, or Afia Minor, 

' had been purchafed by the evacuation of the ci- 
ties which were immediately occupied by the 
Turks. The llrength of the Greek army con- 
fiftcd in the Varangians, the Scandinavian guards, 
whofe numbers were recently augmented by a 
colony of exiles and volunteers from the Britifli 
ifland ofThule. Under the yoke of the Norman 
conqueror, the Danes andEnglifh were opprelTed 
and united : a band of adventurous youths refol- 
ved to defert a land of flavery ; the fea was open 
to their efcape ; and , in their long pilgrimage, 
they vifited every coaft that afforded any hope of 
liberty and revenge. They* were entertained in 
the fj;rvice of the Greek emperor; and their firfb 
flation was in anew city on the Afiatic fhore: 
but Alexius foon recalled them to the defence of 
his peifon and palace; and bequeathed to hia 
fucceffors the inheritance of their faith and v’a- 
lour’*. The itome of a Norman invader revived 
the memory of their wropgs: they marched with 
alacrity againft the national foe , and panted to 
regain in Epirus, the glory which they had lofl 
in the battle of Haftings. The Varangians were 
fupported by fome companies ofFranks or Latins, 
and the rebels, who had fled to Conftantinople 
horn the tyranny of Guifeard, were eager to 
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fignalife their zeal and gratify their revenge. In 
this emergency the emperor had not difdained 
the impure aid of the Paulicians or Manichaeans 
of Thrace and Bulgaria; and thefe heretics united, 
■with the patience of martyrdom , the fpirit and 
difeipline of adive valour^'. The treaty with the 
fultan had procured a fupply of fome thoufand 
Turks ; and the arrows of the Scythian horfe were 
oppofed to the lances of the Norman cavalry. On 
the report and diftant profped of thefe formidable 
numbers, Robert affem bled a council of his prin- 
cipal officers. “ You behold,” faid he, “ your 
“ danger: it is urgent and inevitable. The hills 
“ are covered with arms and ftandards ; and the 
“ emperor of the Greeks is accuftomed to wars 
“ and triumplxs. Obedience and union are our 
“ only fafety; and I am ready to yield the com- 
“ mand to a more worthy leader.” The vote 
and acclamation , even of his fecret enemies , affu- 
red him, in that perilous moment, of their efteem 
and confidence; and the duke thus continued: 
“ Let us truft in the rewards of vidlory , and 
“ deprive cowardice of the means of efcape. Let 
“ us burn our yeffels and our baggage , and give 
“ battle on this fpot, as if it were the place of 
“ our nativity and our burial.” The rcfdlution 
was unanimoufly approved ; and , without con- 
fining himfclf to his lines, Guifeard awaited in 
battle-array the nearer approach of the enemy. 
His rear was covered by a fmall river; his right 
wing extended to the fea, his left to the hills: 
nor was he confeious , perhaps , that on the fame 

M 3 • 



H A P. 
LVl. 



Digitized by Google 



i66 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



,c HAP. ground C?efar and Pompey had formerly difputed 
rvf. the empire of the world 
Batiic of nu- Againft the advice of his wifefl: captains , Alexius 
” i>’ lost, refolved to rifle the event of a general adlion; and 
Ociober i8. exhorted the garrifon of Diirazzo to afTift their 
own deliverance by a well-timed faliy from the 
town. He marched in two columns to furprife the 
Normans before day break on two different fides: 
his light cavalry was fcattered over the plain; the 
archers formed the fecond line; and the Varangians 
claimed the honours of the van-guard. In the firft 
dnfet,the battle-axes of the ftrangers made a deep and 
bloody impreflion on tliearmyof Guifeard, which 
was now reduced to fifteen thoufand men. 1 he Lom- 
bards and Calabrians ignominioufly turned tlieir 
backs: they fled tow'ards the river and the fea ; but the 
bridge bad been broken down to check the fally of 
the garrifon , and the coafi; was liped with the Vene- 
tian gallics, who played their engines among the 
diforderly throng. On the verge of ruin , they 
were faved by the fpirit and conduct of their chiefs. 
Gaita, the wife of Robert, is painted by the Greeks 
as a warlike Amazon , a fecond Pallas ; lefs fkilful in 
arts , but not lefs terrible in arms , than the Athenian 
goddefs ’* : though wounded by an arrow, fhe flood 
her ground, and ftrovc, by her exhortation and 
example , to rally the flying troops Her female 
voice was feconded by the more powerful voice 
and arm of the Norman duke , as calm in adlion 
, as he was magnanimous in council: “Whither," 
he cried aloud, “whither do ye fly? Your enemy 
“ is implacable ; and death it lefs grievous than 
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5 * fcrvitiule. ” The moment was declfive: as the 
Varangians advanced before the line, they difco- 
vered the nakednefs of their flanks; -the main* 
battle of the duke , of eight hundred knights , 
flood firm and entire; they couched their lances, 
and the Greeks deplore the furious and irrefiftible 
fhock of the French cavalry^'. Alexius \yas not 
deficient in the duties of a foldier, or a general 1 
but he no fooner beheld the flaughter of the 
Varangians, and the flight of the Turks, than he 
defpifed his fubjedls'and defpaired of his fortune. 
The princefs Anne , who drops a tear on this 
melancholy event , is reduced;topraife the ftrength 
and' fwiftnefs of her father’s hotfe , and his vigo- 
rous flruggle, when he was almoft overthrown 
by theftroke of a lance , which had fliivered the Im- 
perial helmet. His defperate valour broke through 
a fijuadron of Franks who oppofed his flight; and , 
after wandering two-days and.aS. many nights in tlip 
mountains ,-he found fome repofe^ of- body, though 
not of mind , in the walls of Lychiiidus. The victo- 
rious Robert reproached, the/tarrly aod-feeble pui- 
fuit which had fuffered the.efeapie:Of''fo illuflrious 
a prize ; but he, confoled-dns .difappoiatment 
by the trophies and flandard.s of.tfie field,, -the 
wealth and luxury of the'I 3 yfnntiHe;camp , aiul 
the glory of defeating an army, fiv'^e, times, mote 
numerous than his "'own. A multitude of Italians 
had been the victims of their own fears; but only 
thirty of his knights were flain lin. this memorable' 
day. In the Roman fioft , the lofs of Greeks, 
Turks, and .Engljfh amounted to five or fix 
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tboiifanrf ’*: the plain of Durazzo was flained with 
noble and-royal blood ; an^ the end of the impof- 
tor jMichael was more honourable than his life. ' 
It is' inOre- than probable that Guifcard was not 
afflicle'd by 'the lofs of a collly pageant, which 
had merited only the contempt and derihon of the 
Greeks; After their defeat, they ftill perfevered in 
the defence of Duvazzo; and a V enetian command- 
'cr fnpplied the place of George Palccologus, who 
had been imprudently called away from his ftation. 
The tents of the befiegers were converted into 
barracks, to fullain the inclemency of the winter; 
and in 'arifwer to the defiance of the garrifon, 
Robert infmuatedv'that his patience was at leaft 
'equal to their obftinacy Perhaps he already 
trufted to his feeret correfpondence with a Venetian 
noble , who fold the city for a rich and honourable 
marriage. At the dead of night feveral rope-lad- 
ders were drttpped from the walls; the light Cala- 
brians afeended 'in ftlencc;! and the Greeks were 
awakened by the name and' trumpets of the con- 
queror. Yet they defended the ftreets three days 
•againft an enemy already' rrtafter of the rampart; 
-’and near feven months elapfed between the hrft 
"inveftment and'the final ftirrender of the place. 
From Durazzo, the Nofman duke advanced into 
the heart ert Epiriis or Albani.a ; traverfed the 
■fit ft mountains of Theffaly ; furprifed three hun- 
dred Englifh Sn the city of Caftoria ; approached 
Thcffalonica ; and made Corrftaiitinople tremble. A 
more prefling duty fufpended the profecution of his 
'ambitious defi^ns. By fhip'wreck , peftilence. 
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and the fword , his army was reduced to a chap. 
third of the original numbers ; and inftead of tVI. 
being recruited from Italy, lie was informed, by 
plaintive epiftles , of the mifchiefs and dangers 
which had been produced by his abfence ; the 
revolt of the cities and barons of Apulia ; the 
diftrefs of the pope; and the approach or invafion 
of Henry king of Germany. Highly prefuming Ketutn of 
that his perfon was fufficient for the public fafety, 
he repaired the fea in a fingle brigantine , and uohemond. 
left the remains of the army under the command 
of his fon and the Norman counts , exhorting 
Bohemond to refpedl the freedom of his peers, 
and the counts to obey the authority of their 
leader. The fon of Guifcard trod in the footfteps 
of his father ; and the two dellroyers are com- 
pared by the Greeks to the caterpillar and the 
loculi , the laft of whom devours whatever has 
cfcaped the teeth of the former ^*. After winning 
two battles againll the emperor, he defcended 
into the plain of Theflaly, and befieged Larilfa, 
the fabulous realm of Achilles ^*, which contained 
the treafure and magazines of the Byzantine camp. 

Yet a jull praife mull not be rcfufed to .the 
fortitude and prudence of Alexius , who bravely 
ftruggled with the calamities of the times. In 
the poverty of the Hate , he prefumed to bor- 
row the fuperfluous ornaments of the church- 
es ; the defertion of the Manichscans was fup- 
plied by fome tribes of Moldavia.; a reinforce- 
ment of feven thoufand Turks replaced and 
revenged the lofs of their brethren ; and the 
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Greek foldiers were cxercifed to ride, to draw 
the bow, and to the daily practice of ambufeades 
and evolutions. Alexius had been taught by 
experience , that the formidable cavalry of the 
Franks on foot was unfit for adion, and almoft 
incapable ef motion *’; his archers were direded' 
to aim their arrows at the hoife rather than the 
man ; and a variety of fpikes and fnares was 
fcattered over the ground on which he might 
exped an attack. In the neighbourhood of 
LarilTa the events of war were protraded , and 
balanced. The courage of Bohemond was always 
confpicuous , and often fuccefsful ; but his camp 
was pillaged by a llratagem of the Greeks ; the 
city was impregnable ; and the venal or difeon- 
tented counts deferred his ftandard , betrayed 
their trufts , and enlifted in the fervice of the 
emperor. Alexius returned to Conftantinople 
with the adv^antage , mther than the honour , of 
vidory. After evacuating the conquefts which 
he could no longer defend , the fon of Guifeard 
embarked for Italy, and was embraced by a father 
who efteemed his merit and fympathifed in his 
misfortune. 

Of the Latin princes , the allies of Alexius 
and enemies of Robert , the rnoft prompt and 
powerful was Henry the third or fourth , king of 
Germany and Italy, and future emperor of the 
Weft. The epiftle of the Greek monarch*' to his 
brother is filled with the warmeft profelTions 
of friendfliip , and the moft lively defire of 
ftrengthening their alliance by every public and 
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private tie. He congratulates Henry on his 
fuccefs in a juft and pious war, and complains 
that the profperity of his own empire is difturbed 
by the audacious enterprifes of the Norman 
Robert. The lift of his prefents expreffes the 
manners of the age, a radiated crown of gold, a 
crofs fet with pearls to hang on the breaft, a cafe 
of relics, with the names. and titles of the faints, 
a vafe of chryftal , a vafe of fardonyx , fome 
balm, moft probably of Mecca, and one hundred 
pieces of purple. To thefe he added a more 
folid prefent, of one hundred and forty -four 
thoufand Byzantines of gold , with a farther 
alTurance of two hundred and fixteen thoufand , 
fo foon as Henry fliould have entered in arms 
the Apulian territories , and confirmed by an 
oath the league againft the common enemy. The 
German ’* , who was already in Lombardy at the 
head of an army and a fadtion, accepted thefe 
liberal offers , and marched towards the fouth : 
his fpeed was checked by the found of the battle 
of Durazzo ; but the influence of his arms or 
name , in the hafty return of Robert , was a full 
equivalent for the Grecian bribe. Henry was the 
fincere adverfary of the Normans , the allies and 
vaffals of Gregory the feventh , his implacable 
foe. The long quarrel of the throne and mitre 
had been recently kindled by the zeal and 
ambition of that haughty prieft the king and 
the pope had degraded each other; and each had 
feated a rival on the temporal or Ipiritual throne 
of his antagonift. After the defeat and death of 
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his Swabian rebel, Henry defcendcd into Italy 
to aflume the Imperial crown, and to driv'c from 
the Vatican the tyrant of tlie church But the 
Koman people adhered to the caufe of Gregory : 
their refolution was fortified by fupplies of mea 
and money from Apulia; and the city was thrice 
incffcdually beficged by the king of Germany. 
In the fourth year he .corrupted , as it is faid > 
with Byzantine gold, the nobles of Rome, whofe 
eftates and callles had been ruined by the war. 
The gates, the bridges, and fifty hoftages, were 
delivered into his hands: the antipope, Clement 
the third , was confecrated in the Lateran : the 
grateful pontiff crowned his protedtor in the 
Vatican; and the emperor Henry fixed his refi- 
dence in the Capitol , as the lawful fucceffor of 
Auguftus and Charlemagne. The ruins of the 
Septizonium were ftill defended by the nephew 
of Gregory: the pope himfelf was inverted in the 
cartle of St. Angelo ; and his lart hope was in 
the courage and fidelity of his Norman valTal. 
Their frienddiip had been interrupted by fome 
reciprocal injuries and complaints; but, on this 
prefling occafion, Guifcard was urged by the 
obligation of his oath, by his interert , more 
potent than oaths, by the lo\ic of fame, and 
Jiis enmity to the two emperors. Unfurling the 
holy banner, he refolved to fly to the relief of 
the prince of the aportlcs : the moft numerous 
of bis armies , fix thoufand horfe and thirty 
thoufand foot , was inrtantly aflembled ; and his 
march from Salerno to Rome was animated by 
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the public appl.iufc and the promife of the divine chap. 
favouc. Heiiiy, invincible in lixty-fix battles, LVl. 
trembled at his approach ; recoliecfed fome in- 
difpenlible aftairs that required his prefence in 
Lombardy; exhorted the Romans to perfevere in 
their allegiance ; and haftily retreated three days 
before the entrance of the Normans. In lefs than Files hefore 
three years, the fon of Tancred of Hautcville 
enjoyed the glory of delivering the pope, and ' 
of compelling the two emperors , of the Eall 
and Weft, to fly before his vieftorious arms 
But the triumph of Robert was clouded by the 
calamities of Rome, By the aid of the friends 
of Gregory, the walls had been perforated or 
fcaled; but the Imperial fadion was ftill power- 
ful and adive ; on the third day, the people 
rofe in a furious tumult; and an hafty word of 
the conqueror, in his defence or revenge, was 
the fignal of fire and pillage The Saracens 
of Sicily, the fubjeds of Roger, and auxiliaries 
of his brother , embraced this fair occafion of 
rifling and profaning the holy city of the Chrif- 
tians : many thoufands of the citizens , in the 
fight, and by the allies, of their fpirituai father, 
were expofed to violation , captivity , or death ; 
and a fpacious quarter of the city, from the 
Lateran to the Colifeum , was confumed by the 
flames , and devoted to perpetual folitude 
From a city , where he wtis now hated , and 
might be no longer feared, Gregory retired to 
end his days in the palace of Salerno. The artful 
pontiff might flatter the vanity of Guifeard , with 
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the hope of a Roman or Imperial crown; bat 
this dangerous meafinc , which would have in- 
flamed the ambition of the Norman , muft for 
ever have alienated the moft faithful princes of 
Germany. 

The deliverer and fcourge of Rome might 
have indulged himfelf in a feafon of repofe ; but 
in the fame year of the flight of the German 
emperor, the indefatigable Robert refumed the ' 
defign of his Eaftern conquefts. The zeal or 
gratitude of Gregory had promifed to his valour | 
the kingdoms of Greece and Afia**; his troop* 
were alfembled in arms, flulhed with fuccefs, 
and eager for adion. Their numbers , in the 
language of Homer, are compared by Anna to 
a fwarm of bees yet the utmoft and moderate 
limits of the powers of Guifeard have been al- 
ready defined; they were contained in this fecond 
occafion in one hundred and twenty veffels ; and 
as the feafon was far advanced, the harbour of 
Brundufium '* was preferred to the open road 
of Otranto. Alexius , apprehcnfive of a fecond 
attack, had afliduoufly laboured to reftore the 
naval forces of the empire; and obtained from 
the republic of Venice an important fuccour of 
thirty-fix tranfports , fourteen gallies , arid nine 
galeots or fliips of extraordinary ftrength and 
magnitude. Their fervices were liberally paid 
by the licence or monopoly of trade , a pro- 
fitable gift of many fliops and houfes in the port 
of Conftantinople, and a tribute to St. Mark 4 
the more acceptable, as it was the produce of a 
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tax on their rivals of Amalphi. By the union 
of the Gl.;eks and Venetians, the Adriatic was 
covered with an hoftile fleet , but their own 
iiegledl, or the vigilance of Robert, the change 
of a wind , or the fhelter of a mift , opened a 
free paflage; and the Norman troops were fafely 
difembarked on the coaft of Epirus. With twenty 
flrong and well-appointed gallies, their intrepid 
duke immediately fought the enemy, and though 
more accuftomed to fight on horfeback,he trufted 
his own life , and the lives of his brother and 
two fons , to the event of a naval combat. The 
dominion of the fea was difputed in three cn. 
gagements,. in fight of the ifle of Corfu: in the 
two former, the fkill and numbers of the allies ' 
\vere fuperior ; but in the third , the NormanJ 
obtained a final and complete vidtory The 
light brigantines of the Greeks were fcattered 
in ignominioi»s flight: the nine caftlcs of the 
Venetians maintained a more obftinate conflidt; 
feven were funk , two were taken ; two thoufand 
five hundred captives implored in vain the mercy 
of the vidlor ; and the daughter of Alexius de- 
plores the lofs of thirteen thoufand of his fub- 
jedls or allies. The want of experience had been 
fupplied by the genius of Guifeard ; and each 
evening , when he liad founded a retreat , he 
calmly explored the caufes of his repulfe , and 
invented new methods how to remedy his own 
defedfs , and to baffle the adv'antages of the ene- 
my. The winter feafon fufpended his progrefs: 
with the return of fpring he again aipired to the 
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conquefl: of Conftantinople ; but, inftead of tra-* 
verfing the hills of H.pirus, he turned' his arms 
againft Greece and the iflands, where the fpoils 
•would repay the labour, and where the land and 
fea forces might purfue their joint operations 
with vigour and effed. But ,• in the ifle of 
Cephalonia , his projeds were fatally blafled by 
an epidemical difeafe ; Robert himfelf , in the 
feventieth year of his age, expired in his tent; 
and a fufpicion of poifon was imputed, by public 
rumour, to his wife, or to the Greek emperor 
This premature death might allow a boundlefs 
fcope for the imagination of his future exploits; 
and the event fufficiently declares, that the Nor- 
man greatnefs was founded on his life **. With- 
out the appearance of an enemy, a vidorious 
army difperfed or retreated in diforder and con- 
ftcrnation ; and Alexius, who had trembled for 
his empire , rejoiced in his delij/erance. 7 he 
gaily which tranfportcd the remains of Guifcard 
was Ihipwrecked on the Italian Ihore ; but the 
duke’s body was recovered from the fea , and 
dcpofited in the fepulchre of Venufia a place 
more illuflrious for the birth of Horace than 
for the burial of the Norman heroes. Roger, 
his fecond fon and fucceflor, immediately funk 
to the humble ftation of a duke of Apulia : the 
elleem or partiality of his father left the valiant 
Bohemond to the inheritance of his fword. 1 he 
national tranquillity was difturbcd by bis claims, 
till the firft crufade againlf the infidels of the 

Eaft 
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Eaft opened a more fplendid field of glory and chap. 
conqueft tvi. 

Of human life, the mofl: glorious or humble pro- 
fpedls are alike and foon bounded by the fepulchre. ^"1’’"'“" 
The male line of Robert Guifeard wasextinguiflied, count’ of"** 
both in Apulia and at Antioch , in the fecond gene- 
ration; but his younger brother became the father 
of a line of kings; and the fon of the great count February s<. 
■was endowed with the name , theconquefts, and 
the fpirit, of the firft Roger The heir of that , 
Norman adventurer was born in Sicily ; and, at the 
age of only fouii years , he fucceeded to the fove- 
reignty of the ifland , a lot which reafon might 
envy , could fhe indulge for a moment the vifionary, 
though virtuous, wifh of dominion. Had Roger ■ 
been content with his fruitful patrimony , an happy 
and grateful people might have bleffed their bene- 
factor ; and, if a wife adminiftration could have 
reftored the profperous times of the Greek colo- 
nies , the opulence and power of Sicily alone 
■might have equalled the wideft fcope that could 
be acquired and defolated by the fword of war. 

But the ambition of the great count was ignorant 
of tbefc noble purfuits ; it was gratified by the 
vulgar means of violence and artifice. He fought 
to obtain the undivided polfeffion of Palermo , of 
which one moiety had been ceded to the elder 
branch ; ftruggled to enlarge his Calabrian limits 
beyond the meafure of forn^er treaties ; and impa- 
tiently watched the declining health of his coufin 
William of Apulia, the grandfon of Robert. On uukt »r 
the firft intelligence of his premature death, Roeer^P"'’*- 

VoL. X. N ^ ° 
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failed from Palermo with feven gallies , cad anchoT 
in the bay of Salerno , received , after ten days 
negociation , an oath of fidelity from the Norman 
capital , commanded the fubmilTion of the barons, 
and extorted a legal inveftiture from the reludlant 
popes , 'who could not long endure either the 
friendfltip or enmity of a powerful vaffal. The 
facred fpot of Benevento was refpedfully fpared , 
as the patrimony of St. Peter; but the redudtion 
of Capua and Naples completed the defign of his 
uncle Guifcard ; and the foie inheritance of the 
Norman conquefts was pofTeffed by the vidlorious 
Roger. A confcious fuperiority of power and 
merit prompted him to difdain the titles of duke 
and of count ; and the ifle of Juicily , with a third 
•perhaps of the continent of Italy might form the 
bafis of a kingdom ” which would only yield to 
the monarchies of France and England. The chiefs 
of the nation who attended his coronation at Paler- 
mo, might doubtlefs pronounce under what name 
he fliould reign over them ; but the example of a 
Greek tyrant or a Saracen emir were infufficient to 
juftify his regal charadlcr ; and the nine kings of 
the Latin world might difclaim their new affo- 
ciate, unlefs he were confecrated by the authority 
of the fupreme pontiff. The pride of Anacletus 
was pleafed to confer a title, which the pride of 
the Norman had (looped tofolicit'"; but his own 
legitimacy was attacked by the adverfe eledlion 
of Innocent the fcrond, and while Anacletus fat 
in the Vatican , the fuccefsful fugitive was acknow- 
ledged by the nations of Europe. The infant 
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monarctiy of Roger was fhaken, and almoft over- c h \ p. 
thrown, by the unlucky choice of an ecclefiaftical LVi. 
patron; and the fword of Lothaire the fecond of' 
Germany, the excommunications of Innocent, the 
fleets of Pifa , and the zeal of St. Bernard , were 
united fftr the ruin of the Sicilian robber. After 
a gallant refiftance , the Norman prince was driven 
from the continent of Italy ; a new duke of Apulia 
was invefted by the pope and the emperor , elagh 
of whom held one end of the qbnfanon, or flag- 
ftaft, as a token that tliey alTerted their right, 
and fufpended their quarrel. But fuch jealous 
friendfliip was of fliort and precarious duration : 
the German armies fpon vaniflied in difeafe and 
defertion'°* : the Apulian duke, with all his adher- 
ents, was exterminated by a conqueror, who fel- 
dom forgave either the dead or the living; like ^ 
his predeceflbr Leo the ninth, the feeble though 
haughty pontiff became the captive and friend of 
the Normans; and their reconciliation was cele- 
brated by the eloquence of Bernard, who now 
revered the title and virtues of the king of Sicily. 

As a penance for his impious war againft the h!s cnnqueits 
fuccelTor of St. Peter, that monarch might have'" 
promifed to difplay the banner of the crofs, and ins— nsi. 
he accomplilhed with ardour a vow fo propitious 
to his intereft and rev^enge. The recent injuries of 
Sicily mipht provojee a juft retaliation on the heads 
of the Saracens : the Normans , whofe blood had 
been mingled with fo many fubjed ftreams, were 
encouraged to remember and emulate the naval 
trophies of their fathers, and in the maturity of 
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CHAP, their ftrength they contended with the decline of 
ivi. an African power. When the Fatimite caliph de- 
parted for the conqueft of Egypt , he rewarded 
the real merit and apparent fidelity of his fervant 
Jofeph, with a gift of his royal mantle, and forty 
Arabian horfes, his palace with its fumptuous fur- 
niture , and the government of the kingdoms of 
Tunis and Algiers. The Zeirides **', the defcend- 
ants of Jofeph , forgot their allegiance and grati- 
tude to a diftjnt benefa^or, grafpcd and abufed 
the fruits of profperity ; and after running the little 
courfe of an Oriental dynafty , were now fainting 
in their own weakncfs. On the fide of the land, 
they were opprelTed by the Almohades, the fana- 
tic princes of Morocco, while the fea-coaft was 
open to the enterprifes of the Greeks and Franks, 
who, before the clofe of the eleventh century, 
had extorted a ranfpm of two hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold. By the firft arms of Roger , the 
ifland or rock of Malta, which has been fince 
ennobled by a military and religious colony , was 
infeparably annexed to the crown of Sicily. Tri- 
poly , a ftrong and maritime city , was the next 
obje<fl of his attack ; and the flaughter of the males , 

• the captivity of the females , might be juftified by 
the frequent pradice of the Moflems themfelves. 
The capital of the Zeirides was named Africa 
from the country, and Mahadia from the Ara- 
bian founder : it is ftrongly built on a neck of land , 
but the imperfedion of the harbour is not corn- 
pcnfiited by the fertility of the adjacent plain. 
Mahadia was befiegtd by George the Sicilian 
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admiral, with a fleet of one hundred and fifty gal- chap.' 
lies , amply provided with men and the inftru- lvi. 
ments of mifchief: the fovereign had fled, the 
Moorifli governor rcfufed to capitulate, declined 
the laft and irrefiftible alTault, and fecretly efcaping 
with the Moflem inhabitants, abandoned the place 
and its treafures to the rapacious Franks. In fuc- 
ceffive expeditions , the king of Sicily or his lieu- 
tenants reduced the cities of Tunis , Safax , Capfia , 

Bona, and a long trad of the fea-coaft ; the 
fortreffes were garrifoned , the country was tribu- 
tary, and a boaft, that it held Africa in fubjec- 
tion , might be aferibed with fome flattery on the 
fword of Roger After his death, that fword 
was broken ; and thefe tranfmarine pofleffions were 
negleded, evacuated, or loft, under the troubled 
reign of his fucceflbr The triumphs of Scipia 
and Bclifarius have proved , that the African con- 
tinent is neither inacceflible nor invincible : yet 
the great princes and powers of Chriftendom have 
repeatedly failed in their armaments againft the 
Moors, who may ftill glory in the eafy conqueft 
and long fervitude of Spain. 

Since the deccafe of Robert Guifeard, the Nor- Hi* invino* 
mans had relinquilhed , above fixty years , their ^ "ms. 
hoftile defigns againft the empire of the Eaft. The 
policy of Roger folicited a public and ptivate union 
with the Greek princes , whofe alliance would 
dignify his regal charaifter : he demanded in mar- 
riage a daughter of the Comnenian family , and the 
firft fteps of the treaty feented to promife a favour- 
. able event. But the contemptuous treatment of his 
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G H A p. ambafladors exafperated the vanity of the new mo- 
LVi. narch ; and the infolefice of the Byzantine court was 
expiated, according to the laws of nations, by the 
fufferings of a guiltlefs people With a fleet of 
feventy gallies, George the admiral of Sicily appear- 
ed before Corfu : and both the ifland and city were 
delivered into his hands by the difaffedled inhabit- 
ants, who had yet to learn that a fiege is ftill more 
calamitous than a tribute. Inthisinvafion, offome 
rtioment in the annals of commerce, the Normans 
fpread themfelves by fea , and over the provinces 
of Greece; and the venerable age of Athens, The- 
bes, and Corinth, was violated by rapine and 
cruelty. Of the wrongs of Athens no memorial 
remains. The ancient walls, which encompaffed 
without guarding the opulence of Thebes, were 
fcalcd by the Latin Chriftians; but their foie ufe 
of the Gofpel was to fandlify an oath , that the 
lawful owners had not fecreted any relic of their 
inheritance or induftry. On the approach of the 
Normans the lower town of Corinth was evacuated : 
the Greeks retired to the citadel , which was feated 
on a lofty eminence, abundantly watered by the 
claflic fountain of PireUe ; an impregnable fortrefs , 
if the want of course could be balanced by any 
advantages of art or nature. As foon as the befieg- 
ers hadfurmbunted the labour (their foie labour) 
of climbing the hill; their general, from the com- 
manding eminence, admired his own vidory, and 
teftified his gratitude to heaven, by tearing from 
the altar the precious inaage of Theodore the tute- 
lary faint. The filk weavers of both fexes , whom 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 183 



George tranfported to Sicily, compofed the moft chap. 
valuable part of the fpoil , and in comparing the - ivi. 
flcilful induftry of the mechanic with the floth and 
cowardice of the foldier , he was heard to exclaim, 
that the diftaff and loom were the only weapons 
which the Greeks were capable of ufing. The His admiral 
progrefs of this naval armament was marked by 
two confpicuous events, the refcue of the king of f,ance; 
France , and the infult of the Byzantine capital. * 

In his return by fca from an unfortunate crufade, 

Louis the feventh was intercepted by the Greeks, 
who bafely violated the laws of honour and reli- 
gion. The fortunate encounter of the Norman fleet 
delivered the royal captive; and after a free and 
honourable entertainment in the court of Sicily, 

Louis continued his journey to Rome and Paris 
In the abfcnce of the emperor , Conftantinople andinfuits Con. 
the Hellefpont were left without defence and with- ftantinopi:. 
out the fufpicion of danger. The clergy and peo- 
ple, for the foldiers had followed the ftandard of 
Manuel , were aftonilhed and difmayed at the 
hoftile appearance of a line of gallies , which boldly 
call anchor in the front of the Imperial city. 7 ’he 
forces of the Sicilian admiral wereinadeqirate to the 
fiege or aflault of an immenfe and populous metro- 
polis: but George enjoyed the glory of humbling- 
the Greek arrogance , and of marking the path 
of conqueft to the navies of the Weft. Ho landed' 
fome foldiers to rifle the fruits of the royal gar- 
dens, and pointed with filvcr, or more probabljr 
with fire, the arrows which he difeharged againfti , 

•the palace of theCaefars This playful outrage ofTh* cinpcrov 
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the pirates of Sicily, who had furprifed an un- 
guarded morhcnt, Manuel affeded to dcfpife, 
while his martial fpirit, and the forces of the em- 
pire, were awakened to revenge. The Archipe- 
lago and Ionian fca were covered with his fqua- 
drons and thofe of Venice , but I know not by» 
what favourable allowance of tranfports, victual- 
lers , and pinnaces , our reafon , or even our fancy , 
can be reconciled to the ftupendous account of 
fifteen hundred vcffels, which is propofed by a 
Byzantine hiftorian. 7 hefe operations were dired- 
ed with prudence and energy : in his homeward 
voyage, George loft nineteen of his gallies, which 
were feparated and taken : after an obftinate de- 
fence, Corfu implored the clemency of her lawful 
fovcreign; nor could a (hip, a foldierof the Nor- 
man prince, be found, unlefsasa captive, within 
the limits of the haftcrn empire. The profperity 
and the health of Roger were already in a declin- 
ing ft.ate : while he liftened in his palace of Pa- 
lermo to the meffengers of victory or defeat, the 
invincible Manuel , the foremoft in every alTault, 
was celebrated by the Greeks and Latins as the 
Alexander or Hercules of the age. 

A prince of fuch a temper could not be fatisfied 
with having repelled the infolencc of a Barbarian. 
It was the right and duty, it might be the in- 
tereft and glory, of Manuel to reftore the ancient 
majefty of the empire, to recover the provinces 
of Italy and Sicily, and to chaftife this pretended 
king, the grandfon of a Norman vaifal The 
natives of Calabria were ftill attached to the Greek, 
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language and worfliip , which had been inexorably c n a r. 
prpfcribed by the Latin, clergy : after the lofs of lvi. 
her dukes, Apulia was claimed as a fervile appen- 
dage to the crown of Sicily : the founder of the 
monarchy had ruled by the fword; and his death 
bad abated the fear, without healing the difeon- 
tent, of his fubjedls: the feudal government was 
always pregnant with the feeds of rebellion ; and 
a nephew of Roger himfelf invited the enemies of 
his family and nation. The majefty of the purple , 
and a feries of Hungarian and Turkilh wars, pre- 
vented Manuel from embarking his perfon in the 
Italian expedition. To the brave and noble PalcCo- 
logus, his lieutenant, the Greek monarch entrufted 
a fleet and army: the fiege of Bari was his firft 
exploit ; and , in every'operation , gold as well as ‘ 

ftcel was the inflrument of victory. Salerno, and 
fome places along the weftorn coafl , maintained 
their lidelily to the Norman king; but he loft in 
two campaigns the greater part of his continental 
poffelTions; and the modeft emperor, difdaining 
all flattery and falfehood , was content with the 
reduction of three hundred cities or villages of 
Apulia and Calabria, whofe names and titles were 
inferibed on all the walls of the palace. The 
prejudices of the Latins were gratified by a ge- 
nuine or fitftitious donation , under the' feal of the 
German Ctefars ; but the fucceffor of Conftantine jj.j 
foon renounced this ignominious pretence , claim- acquiring 
cd the indefeafible dominion of Italy , and pro- 
fefled his defign of chacing the Barbarians beyond pire, 
the Alps. By the artful fpeeches, liberal gifts, *• °- 

^ i ^ ’ C 3 » 1155—1174, 
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0 H A p. and unbounded promifes, of their Eaftern ally, 
LVi. the free cities wepe encouraged to perfevere in 
their generous ftruggle againft the defpotifm of 
Frederic Barbaroffa: the walls of Milan were 

rebuilt by the contributions of Manuel ; and he 
poured, fays the hiftorian, a river of gold into 
the bofom of Ancona, whofc attachment to the 
Greeks was fortified by the jealous enmity of the 
Venetians'"*. The fituation and trade of Ancona 
, rendered it an important garrifon in the heart of 
Italy : it was twice befieged by the arms of Fre- 
deric; the Imperial forces were twice repulfed by 
the fpirit of freedom ; that fpirit wa? animated 
by the ambalTador of Conftantinople ; and the 
moft intrepid patriots , the moft faithful fervants 
were rewarded by the wealth and honours of the 
Byzantine court"*. The pride of Manuel difdained 
and rejedled a Barbarian colleague ; his ambition 
was excited by the hope of ftripping the purple 
from the German ufurpers , and of eftablifhing, in 
the Weft, as in the Eaft, his lawful title of foie 
■ emperor of the Romans. With this view , he 

folicited the alliance of the people and the bilhop 
of Rome. Several of the nobles embraced the 
caufe of the Greek monarch ; the fplendid nuptials 
of his niece with Odo Frangipani , fecured the 
fupport of that powerful family'", and his royal 
ftandard or image was entertained with due re- 
verence in the ancient metropolis'". During the 
quarrel between Frederic and Alexander the third, 
the pope twice received in the Vatican the am-, 
bafladors of Conftantinople. They flattered his 
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piety by the long-promifed union of the two chap. 
• churches , tempted the avarice of his venal c^urt, lyi. 
and exhorted the Roman pontiff to feize the juft 
provocation, the favourable moment, to humble 
the favage infolence of the Alemanni , and to 
acknowledge the true reprqfentative of Conftantine 
and Auguftus 

But thefe Italian conquefts , this univerfal reign, "f. 
foon efcaped from the hand of the Greek emperor. 

His firft demands were eluded by the prudence 
of Alexander the third, who paufed on this deep 
and momentous revolution ; nor could the pope 
be feduced by a perfonal difpute to renounce the 
perpetual inheritance of the Latin name. After 
his re-union with Frederic , he fpoke a more 
peremptory language , confirmed the adls of his 
predeceffors , excommunicated the adherents of 
Manuel, and pronounced the final reparation of 
the churches, or at leaft th.e empires, of Conftan- 
tinople and Rome The free cities of Lombardy 
no longer remembered their foreign benefadfor, 
and without preferving the friendfhip of Ancona, 
he foon incurred the enmity ofVenice By his 
own avarice or the complaints of his fubjedls , the 
Greek emperor was provoked to arreft the per- 
fons, and confifcate the effedfs , of the Venetian 
merchants. This' violation of the public faith 
exafpcrated a free and commercial people : ' one 
hundred gallies were launched and armed in as 
many days; they fwept the coafts of Dalmatia and 
Greece ; but after fome mutual wounds , the war 
•was terminated by an agreement, inglorious to 
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the empire , infufficient for the republic ; and a. 
complete vengeance of thefe and of frefh injuries, 
was rcferved for the fucceeding generation. The 
lieutenant of Manuel had informed bis fovereign 
that he was ftrong enough to quell any domeftic 
revolt of Apulia and Calabria; but that his forces 
were inadequate to refill the impending attack of 
the king of Sicily. His prophecy was foon ve- 
rified: the death of Palseologus devolved the 
command on feveral chiefs, alike eminent in rank, 
alike defedlive in military talents ; the Greeks 
were opprelTed by land and fea; and a captive 
remnant that efcaped the fwords of the Normans 
and Saracens, abjured all future hoftility againfl; 
the perfon or dominions of their conqueror 
Yet the king of Sicily ellecmed the courage and 
conftancy of Manuel, who had landed a fecond 
army on the Italian Ihore : he refpedlfnlly addrelTed 
the new Juftinian ; folicitcd a peace or truce of 
thirty years, accepted as a gift, the regal title; 
and acknowledged himfelf the military vaffal of 
the Rom.'in empire The Byzantine Caefars 
acquiefeed in this lhadow of dominion , without 
expeding, perhaps without defiring, the fervice 
of a Norman army ; and the truce of thirty years 
was not diHurbed by any holldities between Sicily 
and Conllantinople. About the end of that pe- 
riod ’, the throne of Manuel was ufurped by an 
inhuman tyrant, who had defervedthc abhorrence 
of his country and mankind: the fword of William 
the fecond, the grandfon of Roger, was drawn 
by a fugitive of the Comnenian race ; and the 
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fubjcds of Andronicus might falute the ftrangers chap. 
as friends , fince they detefted their fovercign as ivi. 
the worft of enemies. The Latin hiftorians ”■* taft war at 
expatiate on the rapid progrefs of the four counts Greek* 
•who invaded Romania with a fleet and army , 
and reduced many caftJes and cities to the obe- a. o. hss. 
diencc of the king of Sicily. The Greeks 
accufe and magnify the wanton and facrilegious 
cruelties that were perpetrated in the fack of 
Theflalonica the fecond city of the empire. The 
former deplore the fate of thofe invincible but 
unfufpedling warriors who were dellroyed by the 
arts of a vanquilhed foe. The latter applaud , in 
fongs of triumph , the repeated vidories of their 
countrymen on the fea of Marmora or Propontis , 
on the banks of the Strymon , and under the walls 
of Durazzo. A revolution which punilhed the 
crimes of Andronicus, had united againft the 
Franks the zeal and courage of the fuccefsfuf 
infurgents : ten thoufand were flain in battle , and 
Ifaac Angelus , the new emperor , might indulge 
his vanity or vengeance in the treatment of four 
thoufand captives. Such was the event of the 
laft conteft between the Greeks and Normans : 
before the expiration of twenty years, the rival 
nations were loft or degraded in foreign fervitude; 
and the fucceffors of Conftantine did not long * 
furvive to infult the fall of the Sicilian rnonarchy. 

The feeptre of Roger fucceffively devolved to wiiiiam r. 
his fon and grandfon : they might be confounded ‘‘'"S 

under the name of William ; they are ftrongly a* 
diferiminated by the epithets of the bad and the ' 

/ 
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CHAP, good; but thefe epithets, which appear to dcfcribe 
tvi. the pcrfedlion of vice and virtue , cannot ftridfly 
u.^i66, be applied to either of the Norman princes. When 
. ‘ he was roufed to arms by danger and lhame, the 
firft William did not degenerate from the valour 
of his race; but his temper was flothful; his man- 
ners were diffolute; his paffions headftrong and 
mifehievous; and the monarch is refponfiblc, not 
only for his perfonal vices, but for thofe of Majo, 
the great admiral , who abufed the confidence , 
and confpired againft the life, of his benefadlor. 
From the Arabian conqueft, Sicily had imbibed 
a deep tindure of Oriental manners; the defpotifm, 
^ the pomp , and even the haram , of a fultan ; and 
a Chriftian people was opprelTed and infulted by 
the afeendant of the eunuchs, who openly pro- 
felTed, or fecretly cheriflied , the religion of 
Mahomet. An eloquent hiflorian of the times 
has delineated the misfortunes of his country ; 
the ambition and fall of the ungrateful Majo; 

^ the revolt and punifhment of his alTaflins; the 

imprifonment and deliverance of the kinghimfelf; 
the private feuds that arofe from the public con- 
fufion ; and the various forms of calamity and 
difeord which afflided Palermo , the illand , and 
the continent, during the reign of William the 
William in firft, and the minority of his fon. The youth, 
A*^D°iiss i^’noccnce, and beauty of William the fecond”*. 

May 7 endeared him to the nation : the fadions were 

A. D.U89, reconciled; the laws were revived; and from the 
’ ‘ manhood to the premature death of that amiable 

prince, Sicily enjoyed a fliort feafon of peace. 
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juftice, and happinefs ,\vhofe value was enhanced c h a 
by the remembrance of the part; and the dread of tvi. 
futurity. The legitimate male pofterity of Tancred 
of Hauteville, was extin<fl in the perfon of the 
fecond William; but his aunt, the daughter of 
Rtoger, had married the moft powerful prince of • 
the age ; and Henry the fixth , the fon of Frederic 
Barbaroffa , defcended from the Alps , to claim 
the Imperial crown and the inheritance of his 
wife. Againft the unanimous wilh of a free 
people, this inheritance could only be acquired 
by arms ; and I am pleafed to tranfcribe the ftyle 
and fenfe of the hiftorian Falcandus, who writes 
at the moment and on the fpot, with the feelings 
of a patriot and the prophetic eye of a flatefman. 

“ Conftantia , the daughter of Sicily , nurfed from Lamentation 
“ her cradle in the pleafures and plenty, and 
“ educated in the arts and manners, of this for- J,'” 

“ tunate ifle, departed long fince to ennch the 
“ Barbarians with our treafures , and now returns, 

“ with her favage allies , to contaminate the 
“ beauties of her venerable parent. Already I 
“ behold the fwarms of angry Barbarians : our 
“ opulent cities, the places flourilhing in a long 
“ peace, arefliaken with fear, defolated by flaugh- 
“ ter , confumed by rapqie , and polluted by 
“ intemperance and luft. I fee the malfacre or 
“ captivity of our citizens , the rapes of our vir- 
“ gins and matrons In this extremity ( he in- 
“ terrogates a friend ) how muft the Sicilians adl ? 

“ By the unanimous eledion of a king of valour 
“ and experience , Sicily and Calabria mi^ht yet 
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CHAP, “be preferved for in the levity of the Apu- 
LVI. “ Jians, ever eager for new revolutions,! can 
“ repofe neither confidence nor hope"'. Should 
“ Calabria be loft , the lofty towers , the numerous 
“ yputh , and the naval ftrength, of Meflina 
“ might guard the palTage againft a foreign inva- 
“ der. If the favage Germans coalefce with the 
“ pirates of MelTina; if they deftroy with fire the 
“ fruitful region, fo often wafted by the fires of 
“ mount ^tna*", what refource will be left for 
“ the interior parts of the ifland, thefe noble cities 
“ which fhould never be violated by .the hoftile 
“ footfteps of a Barbarian "’? Catana has again 
“ been overwhelmed by an earthquake : the an- 
“ dent virtue of Syracufe expires in poverty and 
folitude'”; but Palermo is ftill crowned with 
“ a diadem , and her triple walls inclofe the adive 
“ multitudes of Chriftians and Saracens. If the 
“ two nations, under one king, can unite for 
“ their common fafety, they* may ru(h on the 
“ Barbarians with invincible arms.' But if the 
“ Saracens, fatigued by a repetition of injuries, 
** fhould now retire and rebel; if they fhould 
“ occupy the caftles of the mountains and fea- 
“ coaft, the unfortunate Chriftians, expofed to a 
“ double attack, and placed as it were between 
“ the hammer and the anvil , muft rcfign them- 
“ felves to hopelefs and inevitable fervitude 
We muft not forget, that a prieft here prefers 
his country to his religion ; and that the Moflems, 
whofe alliance he feeks, were ftill numerous and 
powerful in the ftate of Sicily. 

The 



Digitized by Googk 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 193 

The hope«, or at leaft the wi(hes, of Falcandu?, c n a P. 
Vere at hrft gratilied by the free and unanimous i.vi. 
eledlion of Tancred, the grandfon of the tli fl 
king, whofe birth was illegitimate, but v/hofe 
civ'il and military virtues fhone without a blemilh. h f eriiptror 
During four years, the term of his life and reign, iV>4 
he flood in arms on the farthefl verge of the 
Apulian frontier, againft the powers of Germany; 
and the reftilution of a royal captive , of Con- 
flantia herfelf, without injury or ranfom, may 
appear to furpafs the mod liberal meafure of 
policy or reafon. After his deceafe , the kingdom 
of his widow and infant fon fell without a 
flruggle;' and Henry purfued his vidlorious march 
from Capua to Palermo.' The political balance 
of Italy was dedroyed by his fuccefs ; and if the 
pope and the free cities had confulted their 
obvious and real intered, they would have com- 
bined the powers of earth and heaven to prevent * 
the dangerous union of the German empire with 
the kingdom of Sicily. But the fubtle policy, for 
which the Vatican has fo often been praifed or 
arraigned , was on this occafion blind and in- 
aclive; and if it were true that Celcdine the 
third had kicked away the Imperial crown from 
the head of the prodrate .Henry fuch an acl 
of impotent pride could ferve only to cancel an 
obligation and provoke an enemy. The Genoefe, 
who enjoyed a beneficial trade and edablilhment 
in Sicily, hdened to the promife of his boundlsfs 
gratitude and fpeedy departure : their fleet 
commanded the ftreights of Meflina, and opened 
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p. tVie harbour of Palermo, and the firft a<fl of Lis 
go\'erniT)cnt was to abolifli the privileges, and 
to f-.ize the property, of thefe imprudent allies. 

1 he laft hope of Falcandus was defeated by the 
difeord of the Chriftians and Mahometans: they 
fought in the capital; feveral thoufands of the 
latter were (lain ; but their furviving brethren 
fortilied the mountains , and difturbed above 
thirty years the peace of the ifland. By the policy 
of Frefleric the fecond , fixty thoufand Saracens 
were tranfplanted to Nocera in Apulia. In their 
wars againft the Roman church , the emperor 
and his fon Mainfroy were ftrengthened and 
diftcraced by the fervice of the enemies of Chrift; 
and this national colony maintained their religion 
and manners in the heart of Italy , till they were 
extirpated, at the end of the thirteenth century, 
by the zeal and revenge of the houfe of Anjou 
All the calamities which the prophetic orator had 
deplored , were furpalTed by the cruelty and 
avarice of the German conqueror. He violated 
the roval fepulchres, and explored the fecret 
treafures of the palace, Palermo, and the whole 
kingdom; the pearls and jewels, however pre- 
cious, might be eafily removed; but one hundred 
and fixty horfes were lulen with the gold and 
fdver of Sicily Th^ young king, his mother 

' and fillers, and the nobles of both fexes , were 
feparately conHned in the fortreffes of the Alps; 
and, on the Oighteft rumour of rebellion, the 
captives were deprived of life, of their eyes, or 
of the hope of pollerity. Conftantia herfelf was 
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touclied -with fympathy for the miferics of her 
country ; and the heircfs of the Norman line 
might ftruggle to check her defpotic hulhand, 
and to fave the patrimony of her new-born fon, 
of an emperor fo famous in the next age under 
the name of Frederic the fecond. Ten years after 
this revolution, the French monarchs annexed to 
their crown the dutchy of Normandy: the feeptre 
of her ancient dukes had been tranfmitted , by 
a grand-daughter of William the Conqueror, to 
the houfe of Plantagenet ; and the adventurous 
Normans, who had raifed fo many trophies in 
Fiance, Hngland, and Ireland, in Apulia, Sicily, 
and the Hall, were loft, either in vidlory ojr 
fervitude , among the vanquillied nations. 
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CHAP. Lvn. 



The Turks of the Houfe of Sdjuk. — Their Remit 
againjl Mahmud Conqueror of Hindojian. — Togrul 
fubdues Perjia^ and proteils the Caliphs. — Defeat 
and Captivity of the Emperor Romanus Diogenes by 
Alp Arslan. — • Power and Magnificence of Malek 
Shah. — Compieft ' of Afia Minor and Syria. — 
State and Opprejjion of Jerufalem, — Pilgrimages 
to the holy Sepulchre. 

CHAP. From tFe Ifle of Sicily, the reader mun: 

ivii. tranfport himfelf beyond the CaCpian Sea , to 

THS the original feat of tjie Turks or Turkmans, 

TURKS, ^vhom the firft crufade was principally 

direded. Their Scythian empire of the fixth 
century was long fince dilTolved ; but the name 
was ftill famous among the Greeks and Orientals; 
and the fragments of the nation , each a powerful 
and independent people, were fcattered over the 
defert from China to the Oxus and the Danube: 
the colony of Hungarians was admitted into the 
republic of Europe, and the thrones of Afia were 
occupied by flaves and foldiers of Turkilh ex- 
tradion. While Apulia and Sicily were fubdued 
by the Norman lance, a fwarm of thefe northern 
Ihepherds overfpread the kingdoms of Perfia: 
their princes of the race of Seljuk, eieded a 

A 
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fplendid and folid empire from Samarcand to the chap. 
confines of Greece and Egypt; and the Turks lvji. 
have maintained their dominion in Afia Minor, 
till the vic'lorious crefeent has been planted on 
the dome of St. Sophia. 

One of the greatell of the Tiirkifli princes, was Mahmud, tiie 
Mamood or Mahmud the Gaznevide , who 
' reigned in the eaflern provinces of Perfia, one 997 — jca*. 
thoufand years after the birth of Chrift. His father 
Sebedagi was the flavx of the Have of the flave of 
the commander of the faithful. But in this defeent 
of fervitude , the firft degree was merely titular , 
fmee it was filled by the fovereign of Tranfoxiana 
and Chorafan, who ftill paid a nominal allegiance 
to the caliph of Bagdad. The fccond rank was 
that of a minifter of ftate, a lieutenant of the 
Samanides who broke, by his revolt, the bonds 
of political flavery. But the third ftep was a ftate 
of real and domeftic fervitude in the family of 
that rebel ; from which Sebedagi, by his courage 
and dexterity, afeended to the fupreme command 
of the city and province of Gazna ', as the 
fon-in-law and fucceffor of his grateful mafter. 

The falling dynafty of the Samanides was at firft 
proteded , and at laft overthrown , by their 
fervants; and, in the public diforders, the fortune 
of Mahmud continually encreafed. For him, the 
title of fultan * was firft invented ; and his king- 
dom was enlarged from Tranfoxiana to the 
neighbourhood of Ifpahan , from the fliores of 
the Gafpian to the mouth of the Indus. But the 
principal fourcc of his fame and riches was the 
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holy war which he wiged againft the Gentoos 
of Hindoftan. In this foreign narrative 1 may not 
confume a page; and a volume would fcarccly 
futiice to recapitulate the battles and lieges of his 
twelve expeditions. Never was the IMufulmaii 
hero difmaycd by the inclemency of the feafons, 
the height of the mountains , the breadth of the 
rivers, the barrennefs of the deftrt, the multitu- 
des of the enemy, or the formidable array of tlieir 
elephants of war The fultan of Gazna furpalfed 
the limits of the conqucfts of Alexander: after 
a march of three months, over the hills of Cafli- 
mir and I hibct, he reached the famous city of 
Kinnoge ‘, on the Upper Ganges; and, in a 
naval combat on one of the branches of the Indus, 
he fought and vanquiflied four thoufand boats 
of the natives. Dchli, Labor, and Multan, were 
compelled to open their gates: the fertile king- 
dom ofGuzarat attraded his ambition and tempted 
his rtay; and his avarice indulged the fruitlefs 
projedl of difcovering the gohlen and aromatic 
ifics of the Southern Ocean. On the payment of 
a tribute, the rojahs preferved their dominions; 
the people, their lives and fortunes; but to the 
religion of Hindoftan , the zealous Mufulman 
was cruel and inexorable: many hundred temples, 
or pagodas , were levelled with the ground; 
many thoufand idols were demolilhed; and the 
fervants of the prophet were flimulated and re- 
warded by the precious materials of which they 
were compofed. The pagoda of Sumnat was 
fituate on die promontory of Guzarat , in the 
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neighbourhood of Diu, one of the lafl remaining c h a r. 
polFeirions of the Portuguefc^\ .It was endowed LVii. 
with the revenue of two thoufand villages; two 
thoufand Brahmins were confecrated to the Lr- 
vice of the Deity , whom they waflicd each 
morning and evening in water from the diftant 
Ganges : the fubordinate minifters confillcd of 
three hundred muficians , three hundred barbers, 
and five hundred dancing girls, confpicuous for 
their birth or beauty. Three fides of the temple 
were proteded by the ocean, the narrow illhmus 
was fortified by a natural or artificial precipice; 
and the city and adjacent country were peopled 
by a nation of fanatics. They confelfed the fins ' 

and the ptinifiiment of Kinnoge and Dehli; but if 
the impious ftranger fliould prefume to approach 
their holy precinds , he wouM furely be over- 
whelmed by a blafl; of the Divine v'engeancc. By 
this challenge , the faith of Mahmud was anim- 
ated to a perfonal trial of the ftrength of this 
Indian deity. Fifty thoufiuid of his worfiiippers 
were pierced by the fpear of the Aloflems : the 
walls were fcalcd ; the fandnary was profaned ; 
and the conqueror aimed a blow of his iron mace 
at the head of the idol. The trembling Brahmins 
are faid to have offered ten millions fleiiing for his 
ranfom; and it was urged by the wifeft counfeh 
Ioi;s, that the deftrudion of a ftone image would 
not change the hearts of the Gentoos; and. that 
fuch a fum might be dedicated to the relief of 
the true believers. “ Your reafons , ” replied the 
Sultan, “ arc fjjccious and flrong; hut never in 

O4 
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“ the eyes of pofterity (hall Mahmud appear as 
“ a merchant ofc irljj^ls. ” He repeated his blows, 
and a treafnre of pearls and rubies, concealed in 
the belly of the ftatue, explained in fome degree 
the de\"ont prodigality of the Hrahmins. The 
fragments of the idols were diftribiited to Gazna, 
Mecca, and IVIedina Bigdad liftened to the 
edifying tale; and Mahmud was faluted by the 
caliph with the tide of guardian of the fortune 
and faith of Mahomet. 

From the paths of blood , and fuch is the hiftory 
of nations, i cannot refnfe to turn afide to-gather 
fome flowers of Icience or virtue. The name of 
Mahmud the Gaznevide is ftill venerable in the 
Eaft: hisfubjeds enjoyed the bleflings of profperity 
and peace ; his vices were concealed by the veil 
of religion; and two familiar examples will teftify 
his juftice and magnanimity. I. As he fat in the 
Divan, an unhappy fubjed bowed before the 
throne to accufe the infolence of a Turkifh foldier 
who had driven him from his houfe and bed. 

Sufpend your clamours ” faid Mahmud; “inform 

me of his next vifit, and ourfelf in perfon will 
“ judge and punifli the offender.” 1 he fultan 
followed his guide, invefted the houfe with his 
guards, and extinguifhing the torches, pronounced 
the death of the criminal , who had been feized 
in the ad of rapine and adultery. After the 
execution of his fentence, the lights were rekindled, 
Mahmud fell proftrate in prayer, and rifmg from 
the ground , demanded fome homely fare, which 
he devoured with the voracioufnefs of hunger. 
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1 he poor man, whofe injury he had avenged, 
was unable to fupprefs his aftoniftiment and 
cnriolity; and the courteous monarch condefcendcd 
to explain the motives of this fingular behaviour. 
“ I had reafon to fufpedl that none except one of 
“ my fons could dare to perpetrate fuch an 
“ outrage; and I extinguifhed the lights, that 
“ my juffice might be blind and inexorable. My 
“ prayer was a thankfgiving on the difcovery of 
“ the offender; and fo painful was my anxiety, 
“ that I had paffed three days without food fince 
“ the firft moment of your complaint.” II. The 
fukan of Gazna had declared war againft the 
dynally of the Bowides , the fovereigns of the 
wellern Perfia : he was difarmed by an epiftle of 
the fultana mother, and delayed bis invafion till 
the manhood of her fon *. “During the life of 
“ my hufliand,” faid the artful regent, “I was 
“ ever apprehenfive of your ambition: he was a 
“ prince and a f.ldier worthy of your arrps. He 
“ is now no more; his fceptre has paffed to a 
woman and a child, and you dare not attack 
“ their infancy and weaknefs. How inglorious 
“ would be your conqueft, how fliameful your 
“ defeat! and yet the event of war is in the hand 
“ of the Almighty. ” Avarice was the only defc(ft 
that tarnifhed the illuftrious charader of Mahmud; 
and never has that paffion been more richly 
fatiated. The Orientals exceed the meafure of 
credibility in the account of millions of gold and 
• filver , fuch as the avidity of man has never 
accumulated; in the magnitude of pearls, diamonds, 



c H A i>. 
LVli. 



Digitized by Google 




202 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



c II A p. and rubies, fucli as have never been produced by 
ivii. the workmanfhip of nature *. Yet the foil of 
Hindoftan is impregnated with precious minerals; 
her trade, in every age, has attracted the gold 
and (ilver of the world; and her virgin fpoils 
•were rifled by the firft of the Mahometan con- 
querors. His behaviour, in the lall days of his 
life, evinces the vanity of thcfc poflcflions, fo 
laborioufly won , fo dangeroufly held , and fo 
inevitably lofl. He furveyed the vaft and various 
chambers of the treafnry of Gazna ; burfl; into 
tears; and again clofed the doors, without be- 
ftowing any portion of the wealth which he 
could no longer hope to preferv’e. The following 
day he reviewed the ftate of his military force; 
one hundred thoufand foot, fifty -five thoufand 
horfe , and thirteen hundred elephants of battle 
He again wept the inftability of human greatnefs; 
and his grief was embittered by the hoftile progrefs 
of the 'l urkmans, whom he had introduced into 
the heart of his Perfian kingdom. 

Manners and . In the modem depopulation of Afia , the regular 
emigration of operation of Kovernment and agriculture is confined 

the Turks, or * ° j r • • , , i n 

Turkman,., to the neighbourhood of cities; and the diltant 
9^50—1028 country is abandoned to the paftoral tribes of 
Arabs , Curds , and Turkmans Of the lafl- 
mentioned people , two confiderable bwanches 
extend on either fide of the Cafpian Sea: the 

weftern colony can mufter forty thoufand foldiers; 
the eaffern , Icfs obvdous to -the traveller , but 
more ftrong and popiilou.s, has encreafed to the 
number of one hundred thoufand families. , In th« 
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mldfl of civilized nations, they preferve the manners 
of the Scythian defert, remove their encampments 
>vitli the change offeafons, and feed their cattle 
among the ruins of palaces and temples. Theirflocks 
and herds are their only riches; their tents, either 
black or white, according to the coltnir of the 
banner, arc covered witii felt, and of a circular 
form; their winter apparel is a fheep-fkin; a robe 
of clot!) or cotton their fummer garment: the 

features of the men are harfli and ferocious; the 
countenance of their women is foft and pleafmg, 
"J heir wandering life maintains the fpirit and 
cxerclfe of arms ; they hght on horfcbac.k ; and 
their courage is difplayed in frequent conteffs with 
each ocher and with their neighbours. For the 
licence of pafture they pay a flight tribute to the 
fovereign of the land ; but the domcflic jurifdidioii 
is in the hands of the chiefs and elders. The firft 
emigration of the eaftern Turkmans, the mofl 
ancient of their race , may be aferibed to the 
tenth century of the Chriftian a:ra In the 
decline of the caliphs, and the weaknefs of their 
lieutenants, the barrier of the Jaxartes was often 
violated: in each invafion, after the viclory or 
retreat of their countrymen , fome wandering tribe , 
embracing the Mahometan faith , obtained a free 
encampment in the fpacious plains and plcafant 
climate of Tranfoxiana and Carizme. ThcTurkifh 
flaves who afpired to the throne encouraged thefe 
emigrations, which recruited their armies , awed 
their fubjeebs and rivals, and proteded the fron- 
tier againfl the wilder natives of Turkeffan: and 
tliis policy was abufed by INlahmud the Gaznevidc 
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c H A i>. beyond .the example of former times. He was 
Lvii. admoniflied of his error by a chief of the race of 
Seljuk , who dwelt in the territory of Bochara. 
The fultan had enquired what fupplv of men he 
could furnifh for military fcrvice "‘If you fend,” 
replied Ifmael, “one of thefe arrows, into our 
“ camp, fifty thoufand of your fervants wjH 
“ mount on horfeback. ” “ And if that number , ” 

continued IVlahmud, “fhould not be futficient?” 
“ Send this fecond arrow to the hord of Balik , 
“ and you will find fifty thoufand more.” ‘But,” 
faid the Gaznevide, diffembling his anxiety, “if 
“ I fhould Band in need of the whole force of 
“ your kindred tribes?” “Difpatch my bow,” 
was the laft reply of Ifmael, “ and as it is circulated 
“ around, the fummons will be obeyed by two 
“ hundred thoufand horfe. ” The apprehenfion 
of fuch formidable friendihip induced Mahmud to 
tranfport the moft obnoxious tribes into the heart 
of Chorafan , where" they would be feparated from 
their brethren by the river Oxus, and inclofed 
on all fides by the walls of obedient cities. But 
the face of the country was an objedl of temptation 
rather than terror; and the vigour of government 
was relaxed by the abfence and death of the 
fultan of Gazna. The fhepherds were converted 
into robbers; the bands of robbers were colledled 
into an army of conquerors : as far as Ifpahan 

and the Tigris , Perfia was afflidcd by their 
predatory inroads; and the Turkmans were not 
alhamed or afraid to meafure their co'urage and 
numbers with the proudeft fovereig'ns of Afia. 
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Maffoud, the fon and fucceflbr of Mahmud, had chap. 
too long neglecfted the advice of his wifeft Omrahs. i-vii. 

“ Your enemies j” they repeatedly urged, “were 
“ in their origin a fwarm of ants; they are now 
“ little fnakes ; and , unlefs they be inftantly 
“ cruflied , they will acquire the venom and 
“ magnitude of ferpents. ” After fome alternatives 
'of truce and hoftility, after the repulfe or partial 
fuccefs of his lieutenants, the fultan marched in 
perfon againft the Turkmans, who attacked him 
on all lides with barbarous fhouts and irregular 
onfet. “ Maffoud,” fays the Perfian hiftorian ", They defeat 
“ plunged fingly to oppofe the torrent of gleaming Cazne- 
“ arms, exhibiting fuch adts of gigantic force and fuudue per- 
“ valour as never king had before difplayed. A <>“• 

“ few of his friends, roufed by his words and 
“ adfions, and that innate honour which iufpires 
“ the brave , fcconded their lord fo well , that 
“ wherefoever he turned his fatal fword , the 
“ enemies were mowed down, or retreated before 
“ him. But now, when vidlory feemed to blow 
“ on his ftandard, misfortune w^s adlive behind 

it; for when he looked round, he beheld almoft 
“ his whole army, excepting that body he com* 

“ manded in perfon , devouring the paths of 
“ flight.” The Gaznevide was abandoned by 
the cowardice or treachery of fome generals of 
Turkilh race; and this memorable day of Zende- 
can '* founded in Perfia the dynafty of the fliepherd 
kings 

The vidlorious Turkmans immediately proceeded 
to the election of a king ; and , if the probable aubj* 
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tale of a Latin hiftorian '* deferves any credit , 
they determined by lot the choice of their new 
maftcr, A number of arrows were fnccefirively 
inferibed with the name of a tribe , a family , and 
a candidate; they were drawn from the bundle 
by the hand of a child; and the important prize 
was obtained by Togrul Beg, the fon of Michael, 
the fon ofSeljuk, whofe furname was immortalifed 
in the e;reatnefs of his pofterity. The fultan 
IMahmud , who valued himfelf on his Ikill in 
national genealogy, profelTed his ignorance of the 
family of Scljuk ; yet the father of that race 
appears to have been a chief of power and 
renown For a daring intrufion into the haram 
of his prince, Seljuk was banilhed from d'urkeflan: 
with a numerous tribe of his friends and vaffals , 
he palfed the Jaxartes, encamped in the neigh- 
bourhood of Samarcand, embraced the religion 
of Mahomet, and acquired the crown of martyrdom 
in a war againft the infidels. His age, of an 
hundred and feven years, furpalTed the life of his 
fon, and Seljok adopted the care of his two 
grandfons, Togrul and Jaafar; the eldeft of 
whom, at. the age of forty-five, was invefted 
with the title of fultan , in the royal city of 
Nifliabur. The blind determination of chance 
was juftified by the virtues of the fnccefsful 
candidate. It would be fuperHuous to praife the 
valour of a Turk; and the ambition of Togrul “ 
was equal to his valour. By his arms , the 
Gaznevides were expelled from the eaflcrn 
kingdoms of Peilia; and gradually driven to the 
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banks of the Indus, in fearch of a fofter and 
more wealthy conqueft. In the Weft he annihilated 
the dynafly of the Bowides; and the f.eptre of 
Irak pafTed from the Periian to the Turkifli nation. 
The princes who had felt, or who feared, the 
Seljukian arrows, bowed their heads in the duftj 
by the conqueft of Aderbijan , or Media , he 
approached the Roman coniines; and the fhepherd 
prefumed to difpatch an ambaffador or herald to 
demand the tribute and obedience of the emperor 
of Conftantinople In his own dominions, 
Togrul was the father of his foldiers and people; 
by a firm and equal adminiftration Perfia was 
relieved from the evils of anarchy; and the fame 
hands which had been imbrued in blood became 
the guardians of juftice and the public peace. 
The more riiftic, perhaps the wifeft , portion of 
the Turkmans continued to dwell in the tents 
of their anceftors; and, from the Oxus to the 
Euphrates, thefc military colonies were protedfed 
and propagated by their native princes. But the 
Turks of the court and city were refined by 
bufinefs and foftened by pleafure: they imitated 
the drefs language, and manners, of Perfia; 
and the royal palaces of Nifliabur and Rei difplayed 
the order and luagniricence of a creat monarch v. 
The mod defewiner of the Arabians and Perliaus 
were promoted to the honours of the date; and 
the whole body of the l urkifli nation embraced 
with fervour and finceri'v therehgion of fMahornet. 
The northern 'warms of Barbarians, who overfpread 
both Europe and Ada , have been irreconcile-tbly 
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feparated by the confequences of .t fimilar concliiA 
Among (he Aloflems, as among the Chriftians, 
their vague and local traditions have yielded to 
the reafon and authority of the prevailing fyftem, 
to the fame of antiquity , and the confent of 
nations. But the triumph of the Koran is more 
pure and meritorious, as it was not aflifted by 
any vifible fplendour of worfliip which might 
allure the Pagans by fome refemblance of idolatry. 
The firft of the Seljukiaii fultans was confpicuoua 
by his zeal and faith : each day he repeated the 
five prayers which are enjoined to the true 
believers : of each week , the two firft days were 
confecrated by an extraordinary faft ; and in every 
city a mofeh was completed , before Togrul pre- 
fumed to lay the foundations of a palace 

With the belief of the Koran, the fon of Sel- 
juk imbibed a lively reverence for the fucceffor 
of the prophet. But that fublime character was 
ftill difputed by the caliphs of Bagdad and Egypt, 
and each of the rivals was felicitous to prove 
his title in the judgment of the ftrong though 
illiterate Barbarians. Mahmud the Gaznevdde had 
declared himfelf in favour of the line of Abbas j 
and had treated with indignity the robe of ho- 
nour which was prefented by the^Fatimite ambaf- 
fador. Yet the ungrateful Haftiemite had changed* 
with the change of fortune; be applauded the 
victory of Zendican, and named the Seljukian 
fultan his temporal vicegerent over the IVloflem 
world. As Togrul executed and enlarged this 
important truft, he ^Yas called to the deliverance 
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of th6 caliph Cayem , and obeyed the holy c tt 4- Pi 
fummoiis , which gave a new kingdom tb hiS lViIi 
arm> “ In the palace of Bagdad, the com- 
mander of the 'faithful ftill numbered , a vener* 
aisle phantom. His fervant or mafter, the prince 
of the Bowides , could no longer protedl him^ 
from the infolence of meaner tyrants; and th# 
Euphrates and Tigris were opprelTcd by the 
'revolt of the Turkifli and Arabian emirs. The 
prefence of a conqueror was implored as a blef- 
fing; and the tranficnt mifcbiefs of fire and 
fword were excufed as the lharp but falutary" 
remedies which alone could reftore the health of 
the republic. At the head of an ifrefiftible force* 
the fultan of Pcrfia marched from Hamadan : the 
proud were crulhed, the proflrate were fpared; 
the prince of the Bowides difappeared ; the heads 
of the moft obftinatc rebels were laid at the feet 
of Togrul ; and he inflidfed a leffon of obedience 
on the people of Moful and Bagdad. After the 
chaftiferaent of the guilty, and the reftoration of 
peace; the royal fiiepherd accepted the 'reward 
of his labours ; and a folemn comedy reprefented 
the triumph of religious prejudice over Barba-* 
rian power'*. The Turkilh fultan ecribarked on uij 
the Tigris , landed at the gate of RacCa , and turei 
made his public entry on horfeback. At the 
palace -gate he refpedfully difmounted , and 
walked on foot, preceded by his emirs without 
arms. The caliph was feated behind his black 
veil: the black garment of the Abbaflides wa.s 
caft over his Ihouldcrs, and he held in his hand 
VoL. X. P 
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CHAP, 'the ftafiF of the apoftle of God. The conqueror 
Lvil. of the Eaft kifled the ground , flood fomc time 
in a modeft pofture , and was led towards the 
throne by the vizir and an interpreter. After 
Togrul had feated himfelf on another throne, his 
commiflion was publicly read , which declared 
kim the temporal lieutenant of the vicar of the 
prophet. He was fucceflively invelled with feven 
robes of honour, and prefented with feven flaves, 
the natives of the feven climates of the Arabian 
empire. His myflic veil was perfumed with 
mulk ; two crowns were placed on his head, two 
feymetars were girded to his fide, as the fymbols 
of a double reign over the Eaft and W eft. After 
this inauguration, the fultan was prevented from 
proftrating himfelf a fecond time ; but he twice 
kifled the hand of the commander of the faithful, 
and his titles were proclaimed by the voice of her- 
alds and the applaufe of the Moflems. In a fecond 
vifit to Bagdad, the Seljukian prince again re- 
feued the caliph from his enemies; and devoutly, 
on foot, led the bridle of his mule from' the 
prifon to the palace. Their alliance was cemented 
by the marriage of Togrul’s After with the fuc- 
ceflbr of the prophet. Without reludance he 
had introduced a Turkifli virgin into his haram; 
but Cayem proudly refufed his daughter to the 
fultan, difdained to mingle the blood of the 
Hafliemites with the blood of a Scythian fliep- 
herd ; and protradled the negociation many 
months, till the gradual diminution of his re- 
venue admoniflied him that he was Hill in 
the hands of a mafter. The royal nuptials were 
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followed by the death of Togrui himfelf as c 11 a p, 
he left no children , his nephew Alp Arflan fuc- lvii. 
ceeded to the title and prerogatives of fultan; and and death, 
his name, after that of the caliph, was pronounced 
in the public prayers of the Moflems. Yet in this 
revolution , the Abbaffides acquired a larger mea- ' 
fure of liberty and power. On the throne of Afia, 
the Tufkifii monarchs were lefs jealous of the 
domeftic adminiftration of Bagdad; and the com- 
manders of the faithful were relieved from the 
ignominious vexations to which they had been 
expofed by the prefence and poverty of the Per- 
fian dynafty. 

Since the fall of the caliphs , the difeord and The Turk* 
degeneracy of the Saracens refpefted the Afjatic 
provinces of Rome; which, by the vidories ofpir™*"*™ 
Nicephorus, Zimifees, and Balil, had been ex- 
tended as far as Antioch and the eaftern bound- 
aries 'of Armenia. Twenty-five years after the 
death of Bafil, his fucceffors were fuddenly af- 
■faulted by an unknown race of Barbarians, who 
united the Scythian valour with the fanaticifm of 
new profelytes , and the art and riches of a 
powerful monarchy The myriads of Turkilh 
horfe overfpread a frontier of fix hundred miles 
from Tauris to Arzeroum, and the blood of one 
hundred and thirty thoufand Chriftians was a 
grateful faenfice to the Arabian prophet. Yet 
the arms of Togrui did not make any deep or 
lafting impreffion on the Greek empire. The 
torrent rolled away from the ^open country; the 
fultan retired without glory or fuccefs from' the 
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fiege of an Armenian city; the obfcure hoftilitles 
were continued or fufpended with a viciffitude ' 
of events; and the bravery of the Macedonian 
legions renewed the fame of the conqueror of 
Afia The name of Alp Arflan » the valiant 
lion , is expreffive of the popular idea of the 
perfedlion of man ; and the fucceffor of Togrul 
difplayed the fiercenefs and generofity of the 
royal animah He paffed the Euphrates at the 
head of the Turkifli cavalry , aUd entered 
Csefarea, the metropolis of Cappadocia, to 
which he had been attracted by the fame and 
wealth of the temple of St. Bafil. The folid 
flrudlure refilled the dellroyer : but he carried 
away the doors of the Ihrine incrufted with gold 
and pearls, and profaned the relics of the tutelar 
faint, whole mortal frailties were now covered 
by the venerable ruft of antiquity. The final 
conqueft of Armenia and Georgia was atchieved 
by Alp Arflan. In Armenia, the title of a king- 
dom, and the fpirit of a nation , were annihilat- 
ed : the artificial fortifications were yielded by 
the mercenaries of Conflantinople ; by flrangers 
without faith, veterans without pay or arms, 
and recruits without experience or difeipline. The 
lofs of this important frontier was the news of a 
day; and the Catholics were neither furprifed nor 
difpleafed, that a people fo deeply infedled with 
the Ncllorian and Eutychian errors, had been de- 
livered by Chrift and his mother into the hands of 
the infidels The woods and vallies of mount 
Caucafus were more ftrenuoufly defended bythe 
native Georgians ’* .or Iberians : but the Turkifh 
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fultan and his fon Malek were indefatigabie in chat. 
this holy war; their captives were compelled to lvii. 
promifc a fpiritiial as well as temporal obedience; 
and, indead of their collars and bracelets, an 
iron horfe-fhoc, a badge of ignominy, was im- 
pofcd on the infidels who dill adhered to the 
worfhip of their fathers. The change, however, ^ 
was not fincere or univerfal ; and , through ages 
of fervitudc, the Georgians have maintained the 
fucceflion of their princes and bilhops. But a race 
of men, whom nature has cad in her mqd perfedt 
mould , is degraded by poverty , ignorance , and 
vice ; their profedion , and dill more their prac- 
tice, of Chridianity is an empty name; and if 
they have emerged from herefy, it is only be- 
caufe they are too illiterate to remember a mc- 
taphyfical creed 

The falfe or genuine magnanimity of Mahmud emperor 
the Gaznevide, was not imitated by Alp Ardan; Romanus 
and he attacked without fcruple the Greek em- 
prefs Eudocia and her children. His alarming 1068 — ion . 
progrefs compelled her to give hcrfelf and her 
feeptre to the hand of a foldier; and Romanus 
Diogenes was inveded with the Imperial purple. 

His pabriotifm, and perhaps his pride, urged • . 
him from Condantinople within two months after 
his accedion ; and the next campaign he mod 
fcandaloudy took the field during the holy fef- 
tival of Eadcr. In the palace , Diogenes was 
^no more than the hufband of Eudocia : in the 
camp , he was the emperor of the Romans , and 
he fudained that ebarader with feeble refourccs 
“ P 3 
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CHAP, and invincible courage. By his fpirit and fuccefs, 
tvii. the foldiers were taught to adl, the fubjedls to 
hope , and the enemies to fear. The Turks had 
penetrated into the heart of Phrygia; but the 
fultan himfelf had refigned to his emirs the pro- 
fecution of the war; and their numerous detach- 
ments were fcattered over Afia in the fccurity 
of conqueft. Laden with fpoil and carelefs of 
difcipline, they were feparately furprifed and de- 
feated by the Greeks: the adivity of the em- 
peror feemed to multiply his prefence ; and while 
they heard of his expedition to Antioch, the 
enemy felt hre fword on the hills of Tr^ebizond. 
In three laborious campaigns, the Turks were 
driven beyond the Euphrates : in the fourth and 

. laft, Romanus undertook the deliverance of Ar- 

menia. 7'he defolation of the land obliged him 
to tranfport a fupply of two months provifions; 
and he marched forwards to the fiegc of Ma- 
lazkerd an important fortrefs in the midway 
between the modern cities of Arzeroum and Van. 
His army amounted, at the leaft, to one hundred 
thoufand men. The troops of Conftantinople 
were reinforced by the difordcrly multitudes of 
Phrygia and Cappadocia; but the real ftrength 
was compofed of the fubjedls and allies of 
Europe, the legions of Macedonia, and the 
fquadrons of Bulgaria; the Uzi, a Moldavian 
hord , who were themfelves of the Turkilh 
^ #ace and , above all, the mercenary and ad- 
venturous bands of French and Normans. Their 
lances were commanded by the valiant Uriel of 
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•Baliol , the kinfman or father of the Scottifh chap. 
kings and were allowed to excel in the exercife tvn. 
of arms, or, according to the Greek ftyle, in 
the practice of the Pyrrhic dance. 

On the report of this bold invafion , which Defeat of tha 
threatened his hereditary dominions. Alp A rflan 
flew to the feene of adlion at the head of forty Auguft. 
thoufand horfc His rapid and Ikilful evolutions 
diftrelTed and difmayed the fuperior numbers of 
the Greeks; and in the defeat of Bafilacius, one 
of their principal generals, he difplayed the firft 
example of his valour and clemency^ The im- 
prudence "of the emperor had feparated his forces 
after the redudion of Malazkerd. It was in vain 
that he atternpted to recal the mercenary Franks : 
they refufed to obey his fummons; he difdained 
to await their return : the defertion of the Uzi 
filled his mind with anxiety and fufpicioti ; and 
againft the moll falutary advice he rulhed for- 
wards to fpecdv and decifive adion. Had he 
liftened to the fair propofals of the fultan , Ro- 
manus might have fecured a retreat, perhaps a 
peace ; but in thefe overtures he fuppofed the 
fear or weaknefs of the enemy, and his anfwer 
was conceived in the tone of infult and defiance. 

“ If the Barbarian wilhes for peace , let him 
“ evacuate the ground which he occupies for 
“ the encampment of the Romans, and furrender 
“ his city and palace "of Rei as a pledge of his 
“ finccrity.” Alp Arflan fmiled at the vanity of 
the demand, but he wept the death of fo many 
faithful Moflems; and, after a devout prayer, t 
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CHAP, proclaimed a free prrmiffion to all who were 
i<vn, defirous of retiring from the field. With his 
own hands he tied up his horfe’s tail .'exchanged 
bis bow and arrows for a mace and fcymetar, 
clothed himfelf in a white garment, perfumed 
his body with raulTc , and declared that if he 
■were vanquiflied , that fpot fhould be the place 
of his burial **. The fultan himfelf had affedled 
to cafl; away his miffile weapons ; but his hopes 
of vidlory were placed in the arrows of the 
Turkilh cavalry, whofe fquadrons were loofely 
diffributed in the form of a crefeent. Inftead of 
^ the fucccffive lines and referves of the Grecian 
tadlics, Romanus led his army in a fingle and 
folid phalanx, and preffed with vigour and im- 
patience the artful and yielding refiftance of the 
Barbarians. In this defultory and fruitlefs combat 
he wafted the greater part of a fumrocr’s day, 
till prudence and fatigue compelled him to return 
to his camp. But a retreat is always perilous in 
the face of an adlive foe; and no foojier had the 
ftandard been turned to the rear than the phalanx 
was broken by the bafe cowardice, or the bafec 
jealoufy, of Andronicus , a rival prince, who 
difgraced his birth and the purple of the Caefars 
The Turkifh fquadrons poured a cloud of arrows 
on this moment of confufion and laffitude , and 
the horns of their formidable crefeent were clofed 
in the rear of the Greeks, In the deftrudion of 
the army and pillage of the camp, it would be 
peedlefs' to mention the number of the-flain or 
captives. The Byzantine writers deplore the lofe 
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of an Incftimable pearl: they forget to mention, c hap. 
that in this fatal day the Afiatic provinces of Lvii. 
Rome were irretrievably facrificed. 

As long as a hope furvived , Romanus attempted Ciptiv-ty 
to rally and fave the relics of his army. When or't'hJ’ 
the centre, the Imperial Ration, was left naked 
on all, fides , and encompaffed by the vidorious 
Turks, he ftill, with defperate courage, main- 
tained the fight till the clofe of day, at the head 
of the brave and faithful fubjeds who adhered to 
his Randard. They fell around him : his horfe 
was flam, the emperor was wounded; yet he 
Rood alone and intrepid, till. he was oppreflcd 
and bound by the Rrength of multitudes. The 
glory of this illuRrious prize was difputed by a 
flave and a foldier; a flave who had feen him on 
the throne of ConRantinoplc, and a foldier whofe 
extreme deformity had been excufed on the pro- 
mife of fome fignal fervice. Defpoiled of his arms, 
his jewels ,' and his purple , Romanus fpcnt a 
dreary and perilous night on the field of battle, 
amidR a diforderly crowd of the meaner Barba- 
rians, In the morning the royal captive was pre- 
fented to Alp Arflan , who doubted of his fortune, 
till the identity of the perfon was afcertained by 
the report of his ambafladors, and by the more 
pathetic evidence of Bafilacjus, who embraced , 

with tears the feet of his unhappy fovereign. The 
fucceffor of ConRantine , in a plebeian habit, was 
led into the Turkifli divan, and coqamanded to 
kifs the ground before the lord of Afia. He re- 
JusRantly obeyed; and Alp Arflan, Rarting froo}^ 



Digitized by GoogI 






ai8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, his throne , is faid to have planted his foot on 
LVJl. the neck of the Roman emperor*'. But the fadl 
is doubtful; and if, in this moment of infolencc, 
the fultan complied with a national cuftom , the 
reft of his condudl has extorted the praife of his 
bigoted foes , and may afford a leffon to the mofl: 
civilized ages. He inftantly raifed thq royal cap- 
tive from the ground ; ■ and thrice clafping his 
hand with tender Sympathy , affuredhim, that bis 
life and dignity fhould be inviolate in the hands 
of a prince who had learned to rcfpedl the majefty 
of his equals and the viciflitudes of fortune. From 
the divan , Romanus was condudled to an adja- 
cent tent, where he was ferved with pomp and 
reverence by the officers of the fultan , who , twice 
each day, feated Kim in the place of honour at 
his own table. In a free and familiar converfation 
of eight days . not a word , not a look , of infult, 
efcaped from the conqueror; but he feverely cen- 
fured the unworthy fubjedls who had deferted 
their. valiant prince in the hour of danger, and 
gently admonifhed his antagonift of fome errors 
, which he had committed in the management of 
the war. In the preliminaries of ncgociation. Alp 
Arflan afked him what treatment he expelled to 
receive, and the calm indifference of the emperor 
difplays the freedom of his mind. “ If you are 
cruel,” faid'he, “ you will take my life; if 
“ you liflen to pride , you will drag me at your 
“ chariot • wheels ; if you confult your intereft, 
“ you will accept a ranfom , and-reftore me to 
“ my country.” “ And what,” continued the 
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fultan , “ would have be'en your own bchavioiir, 
“ had fortune fmiled on your arms ?” The reply 
of the Greek betrays a fentiment, which prudence^ 
and even gratitude , fhould have taught him to 
fupprefs. “ Had I vanquilbed,” he fiercely faid, 
“ I would have inflided on thy body many a 
“ ftripe.” The Turkifh conqueror fmiled at the 
infolence of his captive; obfeyved that the Chrif- 
tian law inculcated the love of enemies' and for- 
givenefs of injuries; and nobly declared, that he 
would not imitate an example which he condemn- 
ed. After mature deliberation. Alp Arflan dic- 
tated the terms of liberty and peace , a ranfom of 
a million , an annual tribute of three hundred and 
fixty thoufand pieces of gold*', the marriage of 
the royal children, and the deliverance of ail the 
Moflems who were in the power of the Greeks. 
Romanus, with a figh, fubferibed this treaty, fo 
difgraceful to the majefty of the empire; he was 
immediately inverted with a Turkilh robe of 
honour; his nobles and patricians were rertored 
to their fovereign; and. the fultan, after a cour- 
teous embrace , difmiffed him with rich prefents 
and a militaT»y guard. No fooner did he reach the 
confines of the empire, than he was informed that 
the palace and provinces had difclaimed their 
allegiance to a captive : a fum of two hundred 
thoufand pieces was painfully colledled; and the 
fallen monarch tranfmitted this part of his ranfom, 
with a fad confertion of his impotence and dif- 
grace. The generofity , or perhaps the ambition, 
of the fultan, prepared to efpoufe the caufe of his 
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ally; but his defigns were prevented by the de- 
feat, imprifonment, and death, of Ronnanus 
^Diogenes 

In the treaty of peace , it does not appear that 
Alp Arflan extorted any province or city from 
the captive emperor; and his revenge was fatisfied 
with the trophies of his vidlory , and the fpoils of 
Anatolia , from Antipch to the Black Sea. The 
faireft part of Afia was fubjetft to his laws: twelve 
hundred princes, or the fons of princes , flood, 
before his throne ; and two hundred thoufand 
foldiers marched under his banners. The fultan 
difdained to purfue the fugitive Greeks ; but he 
meditated the more glorious conquefl of Tnrk- 
eflan, the original feat of the houfe of Seljuk. 
He moved from Bagdad to the banks of the Oxus; 
a bridge was thrown over the river; and twenty 
days were confumed in the paffage of his troops. 
But the progrefs of the great king was retarded 
by the governor of Berzem; and Jofeph the 
Carizmian prefumed to defend his fortrefs againft 
the powers of the Eaft. , When he was produced 
a captive in the royal tent, the fultan, inftead of 
praifing his valour , feverely reproached his ob- 
ftinate folly ; and the infolent replies of the rebel 
provoked a fentence , that he fhould be faftened 
to f ur flakes and left to expire in that painful 
fituation. At this command the defperate Cariz- 
mian , drawing a dagger, rufhed headlong towards 
the throne: the guards railed their battle-ax^s; 
.their zeal was checked by Alp Arflan, the moft 
fkilful archer of the sge; he hi* bo>Y> 
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his foot flipped , the arrow glanced afide, and he 
received in his breafl the dagger of Jofeph , who 
was inftantly cut in pieces. The wound was 
mortal; and the TurkiQi prince bequeathed a 
dying admonition to the pride of kings. “ In my 
“ youth faid Alp Arflan , “ I was advifed by 
“ a fage , to humble myfelf ^before God ; todiftruft 
“ my own ftrength ; and never to defpife the 
“ moft contemptible foe. I have neglefled thefe 
“ lelTons; and my negledl has been defervedly 
“ punifhed. Yefterday , as from an eminence I 
“ beheld the numbers, the difeipline, and the 
“ fpirit , of my armies , the earth feemed to tremble 
“ under my feet; and I faid in my heart, furely 
“ thou art the king of the world, the greateft 
“ and moft invincible of warriors. Thefe armies 
“ are no longer mine; and in the confidence of 
“ my perfonal ftrength, I now fall by the hand. 
“ of an alfaffin Alp Arflan poffelTed the vir- 
tues of a Turk and a Mufulman ; his voice and 
ftature commanded the reverence of mankind; 
his face was fhaded with long whilkers ; and his 
ample turban was faftiioned in the fhape of a 
crown. The remains of the fultan were depofited 
in the tomb of the Seljukian dynafty, and the paf- 
fenger might read and meditate this ufeful inferip- 
tion**: “ O YE WHO HAVE SEEN THE GLORY 

“ OF Alp Arslan exalted to the heavens, 

“ REPAIR TO MaRU, AND YOU WILL BEHOLD 
“ IT BURIED IN THE dust!” The annihilation 
of the infeription , and the tomb itfelf, more for- 
cibly proclaims the inftability of human great- 
nefs. 
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During the life of Alp Arflan, his ehlefi; fon 
had been acknowledged as the future fultan of 
the Turks. On his father’s death , the inheritance 
was difputed by an uncle, a coufin , and a bro- 
ther: they drew their fcymetars , and alTembled 
their followers; and the triple vidlory of Malek 
Shah eftablidied his own reputation and the right 
of primogeniture.^ In every age, and more efpe- 
cially in Afia,the third of power has infpired the 
fame pafhons and occafioned the fame diforders ; 
but , from the long feries of civil war , it would 
not be eafy to extrad a fentiment more pure and 
magnanimous than is contained in a faying of the 
Turkilh prince. On the eve of the battle, he 
performed his dev^otions at Thous, before the 
tomb of the Imam Riza. As the fultan rofe from 
the ground, he alked his vizir Nizam, who had 
knelt bcfide him, what had been the objed of his 
fecret petition , “ that your arms may be crowned 
“ with vidory,” was the prudent, and mod pro- 
bably the fincere anfwer of the minider. “ For 
” my part,” replied the generous Malek, “ I 
“ implored the Lord of hods , that he would take 
from me my life and crown, if my brother be 
more worthy than myfelf to reign over the 
“ Modems.” The favourable judgment of heaven 
was ratified by the caliph ; and for the fird time, 
the facred title of commander of the faithful w’as 
communicated to a Barbarian. But this Barbarian^ 
by his perfonal merit, and the extent of his em- 
pire, was the greatcd prince of his age. After 
the fettlcment of Perfia and Syria , he marched at 
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the head of innumerable armies , to atchieve the 
conqueft of Tnrkeftan , which had been under- 
taken by his father. In his paflage of the Oxus , 
the boatmen, who had been employed in tranf- 
porting fome troops , complained , that their pay- 
ment was afligned on the revenues of Antioch. 
The fultan frowned at this prepofterous choice ; 
but he fmiled at the artful flattery of his vizir. 
“ It was not to poftpone their reward, that I 
“ feledfed thofe remote places , but to leave a 
“ memorial to poftcrity, that under your reign, 
“ Antioch and the Oxus were fubjecl to the fame 
“ fovereign.” But this defcription of his limits 
was unjull and parfimonious : beyond the Oxus , he 
reduced to his obedience the cities of Bochara, 
Carizme , and Samarcand , and cruflied each rebel- 
lious flave, or independent favage, who dared 
to refill. Malek paffed the Sihon or Jaxartes , the 
lall boundary of Perfian civilization: the hords 
of Turkeflan yielded to his fupremacy ; his name 
was inferred on the coins , and in the prayers of 
Calhgar , a Tartar kingdom on the extreme bor- 
ders of China. From the Chinefe frontier , he 
ftretched his immediate jurifdidion or feudatory 
fway to the well and fouth , as far as the moun- 
tains of Georgia , the neighbourhood ofConllan- 
tinople , the holy city of Jerufalem, and the fpicy 
groves of Arabia Fcelix. Inllead of refigning 
himfelf to the luxury of his Haram , the flicpherd 
king, both in peace and war, was in adtion and 
in the field. By the perpetual motion of the royal 
camp , each province was fucceflively blelTcd with 
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CHAP, his prefence; and he' is faid to have perambulated 
Lvn» twelve times the wide -extent of his dominions » 
which furpalTed the /?/»jric reign of Cyrus and the 
caliphs. Of thefe expeditions, the moft pious 
and fplendid was->the pilgrimage of Mecca: the 
freedom and fafety of the caravans were proteded 
by his arms;, the citizens and pilgrims were en- 
riched by the profufion of his alms ; and the defert 
was cheared by the places of relief and refrefliment, 
which he inflituted for the ufe of his brethrerl. 
Hunting was the pleafure , and even the palliorT, 

. of the fiiltan , and his train confided of forty-feven 

thoufand horfes ; but after the maffacre of aTurk- 
iflj chace , for each piece of game , he beftowed 
a piece of gold on the poor, a flight atonement, 
at the expence of the people, for the coft and 
mifehief of the amufement of kings. In the peace- 
ful profperity of" his reign , the cities of Afia 
were adorned with palaces and hofpitals , with 
mofehs and colleges; few departed from his Divan 
without reward, and none without juftice* The 
language and literature of Perfia revived under 
the houfc ofSeljuk**; and if Malek emulated the 
liberality of a Turk Icfs potent than himfelf”, 
his palace might refound with the fongs of an 
hundred poets. The fultan beftowed a more 
ferious and learned care on the reformation of the 
calendar which was effedled by a general affembly 
of the aftronomers of the Eaft, By a law of the 
prophet, the Moflems are confined to the irre- 
gular courfe of the lunar months; inPcrfia, fince 
the age of Zoroafter, the revolution" of the fun 

has 
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has been known and celebrated as an annual c’ 11 a p. 
feftivaP*; but, after the fall of the iMeigian em- lvii. 
pirc , the intercalation had been neglected; the 
fradions of minutes and hours were multiplied 
into days; and the date of the Spring was removed 
from the fign of Aries to that of Pifces. The 
reign ofMalek was illnflrated by the GclaUan 
and all errors, cither paft or future , were corred- 
cd by a computation of time, which furpaffes the 
Julian, and approaches the accuracy of die Gre* 
gorian, flyle’’. 

In a period when Europe was plunged in the ms deatti. 
deepeft Barbarifm , the light and fplendour of Alia 
may be afcribed to the docility rather 'than the 
knowledge of theTurkifli conquerors. An ample 
Hiare of their wifdom and virtue is due to aPerfian 
vizir, who ruled the empire under the reigns of 
Alp Arflan and his fon. Nizam , one of the moft 
illuftriouS miniflers of the Bad, was honoured by 
the caliph as an oracle of religion and fcience ; he 
■was truded by the fultan as the faithful vicegerent 
of his power and judice. After an admirtidration 
of thirty years, the fame of the vizir, his wealth, 
and even his fervices, were transformed into 
crimes. He was overthrown by the infidious arts 
of a woman and a rival; and his fall was hadened 
by a ralh declaration , that his cap and ink*horn, 
the badges of his office, were connected by the 
divine decree with the throne and diadem of the 
fultan. At the age of ninety-three years, the 
venerable datefman was difmiffed by his mader, 
accufed bv his enemies , and murdered by, a 
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fanatic: the laft words of Nizam attefted his inno- 
cence , and^ the remainder of Malek’s life was fhort 
and inglorious. From Kpahan, the fccne of this 
difgraccfi4l*tranfa(flion, the fultan moved to Bag- 
dad with the dcfign of tranfplanting the caliph , 
and of fixing his o^vn refidence in the capital of 
the Moflem world. The feeble fuccelfor of Ma- 
homet obtained a refpite of ten days; and before 
the expiration of the term, the Barbarian was 
fummoned by the angel of death. His ambalTadors 
at Conftantinople had alked in marriage a Roman 
priccefs; but the propofal was decently eluded; 
and the daughter of Alexius, who might herfelf 
have been the vidtiin, expreffes her abhorrence 
of this unnatural conjunefion**. The daughter 
of the fultan was beflowed on the caliph Modadi, 
with the imperious condition, that, renouncing 
the fociety of his wives and concubines, he fiiould 
for ever confine hlrafelf to this honourable alliance. 

The greatnefs and unity of theTgrkifh empire 
expired in the perfon of Malek Shah. His vacant 
throne was difputed by bis brother and his four 
fons; and, after a feries of civil wars, the treaty 
which reconciled the furviving candidates con- 
firmed a lafting reparation in the Pcrjtan dynafly, 
the etdefl: and principal branch of the houfc of • 
Seljuk. The three younger dynafties were thofe 
oiKermyn , of Syria ^ and of Roum : the firft of thefe 
commanded an extenfive, though obfeure'^, domi- 
nion on the fliores of the Indian ocean : the 
fecond expelled the Arabian princes of Aleppo 
and Damafeus ; nad . the third , our peculiar care. 
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iiwaded the Roman provinces of Afia Minor. The chap, 
generous policy of Malek contributed to their lvii. 
elevation; he allowed the princes of his blood, ' 
even thofe’whom he had yanquilhed in the field, 
to feek new kingdoms worthy of their ambition ; 
nor was he difpleafed that they fijoiild draw away 
the more ardent fpirits , who might have difturbed 
the tranquillity of his reign. As the fupreme head 
of his family and nation, the great fultan of Perfia 
commanded the obedience and tribute of his royal 
brethren ; the thrones of Kerman and Nice , of 
Aleppo and Damafeus ; the Atabeks, and emirs 
ofSyria and Mefopotamia, ereded their ftandards 
under the fliadow of his feeptre and the hords 
of Turkmans overfpread the plains of the wellem 
Alia. After the death of Malek , the bands of union 
and fubordination were relaxed and finally dif- 
folved : the indulgence of the houfe of Seljuk 
invefted their flaves with the inheritance of king- 
doms; and, in the Oriental fly le , a crowd of prin- 
ces arofe from the dull of their feet 

A prince of the royal line, Cutulmifli, the fon Conqn»(i of 
of Izrail, the fon of Seljuk, had fallen in a battle by'^^h^Turk* 
againft Alp Arflan ; and the humane vidof had a d. 
dropt a tear over his grave. His five fons ^ ftrong 
in arms, ambitious of power, and eager for re- 
venge, unflieathed their feymetars againft the fon 
of Alp Arflan. The two armies expeded the 
fignal, when the caliph, forgetful of the majefty 
which fecluded him from vulgar eyes, interpofed 
his venerable mediation “ Inftead of fljedding 
“ the blood of your brethren , your brethren 
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c n A p. “ both in defcent and faith, unite your forces in 
tVH. “ an holy war againd the Greeks, the enemies 
“ of God and his apoRlc. ” They liRened to his 
voice; the fnitan embraced his rebellious kinfmen; 
and the cldeR, the valiant Soliman, accepted the 
royal Randard, which gave him the free conqueft 
and hereditary cojnmand of the provinces of the 
•Roman empire, from Arzeroum to ConRanti- 
,nople , and the unknown regions of the W eR 
Accompanied by his four brothers, he palTed the 
Euphrates : the I'urkilh camp was foon feated 
in the neighbourhood of Kutaich in Phrygia; and 
his flying cavalry laid waRe the country as far 
as the Hellefpont and the Black Sea. Since the 
decline of the empire , the peniiifula of Afia 
IVlinor had been expofed to the tranfient, though 
deRrudive, inroads of the Perfians and Saracens; 
but the fruits of a lading conqueR were referved 
for the Turkifli ftiltan; and his arms were intro- 
duced by the Greeks, who afpired to reign on 
the ruins of their country. Since the captivity of 
Romanus, fix years the feeble fon of Itudocia 
had trembled under the weight of the Imperi.d 
crown, till the provinces of the EaR and WeR 
were loR in the fame month by a double rebel- 
lion: of either chief Nicephorus was the common 
name; but the furnames of Bryennius and Boto- 
niates diRinguifli the European and Afiatic candi- 
dates. Their reafons, or rather their promifes , 
were weighed in the divan ; and , after fome 
hefitation , Soliman declared himfelf in fav’oilr of 
Eotoniates, opened a free pafl'age to his troops in 
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their march from Antioch to Nice, and joined 
the banner of ‘the crefcciit to that of the crofs. 
After his ally had afccnded the throne of Con- 
flantinople, the fultan was hofpitably entertained 
- in the fiibiirb of Chryfopolis or Scutari; and a 
body of two thonfand Turks was tranfported 
into Europe , to whofe dexterity and courage 
the new emperor was indebted for the .defeat and 
captivity of his rival Bryennius. But the conqucfl; 
of Europe was dearly purchafed by the facrificc 
of Afia : Conftantinople was deprived of the 

obedience and revenue of the provinces beyond 
the Bofphorus and Hellefpont ; and the regular 
progrefs of the Turks, who fortified the paffes 
of the rivers and mountains, left not a hope of 
their retreat or expulfion. Another candidate 
implored the aid of the fultan : Meliffenus, in 
Jiis purple robes and red bufkins, attended the 
motions of theTurkifii camp; and the defponding 
cities were tempted by the fummons of a Roman 
^ prince, who immediately furrendered them into 
the hands of the Barbarians. Thefe acquifitions 
were confirmed by a treaty of peace with the 
•emperor Alexius: his fear of Robert compelled 
him to feek the friendlbip of Soliman ; and it 
was not till after the fultan’s death that he ex- 
tended as far as Nicomedia , about fixty mile .9 
from Conftantinople , the eaftern boundary of 
the Roman world. Trebizond alone, defended 
on either fide by the fea and mountains, pre- 
ferved at the extremity of the Euxine the ancient 
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character of a Greek ' colony , and the future 
cldtiny of a Chriftiari empire. 

Since the firfl conquefts of the caliphs , the 
eflablifhmcnt of the Turks in Anatolia or Afia 
Minor was the moft deplorable lofs which the 
church and empire had fuftained. By the propa- 
gation of the Modem faith, Soliman deferved the 
name of Guzi , a holy champion; and his new 
kingdom , of the Romans, or of Roum, was 
added to the tables of Oriental geography. It is 
deferibed as extending from the Euphrates to 
Conflantinoplc, from the Black Sea to the con- 
fines of Syria ; pregnant with mines of filver and 
iron , of allum and copper , fruitful in corn and 
wine , and pfodudive of cattle and excellent 
horfes The wealth of Lydia, the arts of the 
Greeks, the fplendour of the Auguftan age, exifted 
only in bodks and ruins, which were equally ob- 
feure in the eye's of the Scythian conquerors. Yet, 
in the prefent decay, Anatolia ftill contains fame 
wealthy and populous cities ; and , under the 
Byzantine empire, they were far more flourilhing 
in nuiT)bers, fize, and opulence. By the choice 
of the fultan, Nice, the metropolis of Bithynia, , 
was preferred for his palace and fortrefs : the feat 
of the Seljukian dynally of Roum was planted 
one hundred miles from Conftantinople; and the 
divinity of Chrift was denied and derided in the 
fame temple in which it had been pronounced 
by the firfl; general fynod of the Catholics. The 
unity of God, and the naiflion of Mahomet, were 
preached in the mofehs ; the Arabian learning 
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was taught in the fchools ; the Cadhis judged 
according to the law of the Koran; the Turkifh 
manners and language prevailed in the cities ; and 
Turkman camps wete fcattered over the plains 
and mountains of Anatolia. On the hard condi- 
tions of tribute and fervitude, the Greek Chrif- 
tians might enjoy the exercife of their religion ; 
but their moft holy churches were profaned ; 
their priefts and bifhops were infulted they 
were compelled to fufFer the triumph of the 
Pagans , and the apoftacy of their brethren ; 
many thoufand children were marked by the knife 
of circumcifion ; and many thoufand captives 
were devoted to the fervice or the pleafures 
of their matters After the lofs of Afia , 
Antioch ttill maintained her primitive allegiance 
to Chritt and Cxfar; but the folitary province 
was feparated from all Roman aid, and furrounded 
on all fides by the Mahometan powers. The 
defpair of Philaretus the governor prepared the 
facrifice of his religion and loyalty , had not his 
guilt been prevented by his fon , who battened 
^ to the Nicene palace, and offered to deliv’er this 
valuable prize into the hands of Soliman. The 
ambitious fultan mounted on horfeback , and in 
twelve nightsi(for he repofed in the day) per- 
formed a march of fix hundred miles. Antioch 
was oppreffed by the fpeed and fecrecy of his 
enterprife; and the dependent cities, as far as 
Laodicea and the confines of Aleppo ” , obeyed 
the example of the metropolis. From Laodicea 
to the Thracian Eofphorus, or arm of St. George, 
^ ^ 4 . 
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c II A i>. the conqucfls and reign of Soliman extended 
LVil. tliirty days journey in length, and in breadth 
about ten or fifteen, between the rocks of Lycia 
and the Black Sea The Turkilb ignorance of 
navigation protected, for a while, the inglorious 
f.ifety of the emperor; but no fooner had a fleet 
of two hundred fliips been co*iftiiiCted by the 
hands of the captive Greeks, than Alexius trem- 
bled behind the walls of his capital. His plaintive 
cpiftics were djfpcrfed over Europe , to excite 
the companion of the Latins, and to paint the 
danger, the weaknefs, and the riches, of the 
city of Couflantine ”, 

Rfat« anri pit- But the moft intercftiug conqueft of the Selju- 
kian Turks, was that of Jcrufalem ”, which 
A. t). foot! became the theatre of nations. In their 

«jS-— 1099, capitiil^-ition with Omar , the inhabitants had 
ftipulated the aflurance of their religion and pro- 
perty ; but the articles were interpreted by a 
inaftcr againft whom it was dangerous to difpute; 
and in the four hundred years of the reign of the 
'' caliphs , the political climate of Jerufalem was 
expofed to the viciflitudes of ftorms and fun- 
fliinc ”. By the encreafe of profelytes and popu- 
lation , the rvlahometans might excufe their 
ufurpation of three-fourths of the city: but a 
peculiar quarter was referved for the patriarch 
with his clergy and people ; a tribute of two 
pieces of gold xvas the price of protedfion; and 
•the fepukhre of Chrift, with the church of the 
Refurreclion , was ftill left in the hands of his 
votaries. Of thefe votaries, the moft numerous 
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and rcfpedlable portion were flrangers to Jerufa- 
]em : the pilgrimages to the Holy Land had been 
Simulated, rather than fLipprclTed, by the conqueft 
of the Arabs ; and the enthufiafm which had 
always prompted thefe perilous* journies, was 
nourilhcd by the congenial paffions of grief and 
indignation. A crowd of pilgrims from the Eaft 
and Well continued to vifit the holy fepulchre, 
and the adjacent fandluarics , more efpecially at 
the feftival of Eafler : and the Greeks and Latins, 
the Nclforians and Jacobites , the Copts and 
Abyirinians, the Armenians and Georgians, main- 
tained the chapels, the clergy, and the poor of 
their refpedlive- communions. The harmony of 
prayer in fo many various tongues, the worfliip 
of fo many nations in the common temple of 
their religion, might have afforded a fpcclacle of 
edification and peace ; but the zeal of the Chrif- 
tian fedts was embittered by hatred and revenge; 
and in the kingdom of a fufiering MelTiah, who 
had pardoned his eneinies, they afpired to com- 
mand and perfccute their fpiritual brethren. The 
pre-eminence was afferted by the fpirit and 
numbers of the Franks; and the greatnefs of 
Charlemagne “ protedted both the Latin pilgrims, 
and the Catholics of the Eaft. The poverty of 
Carthage , Alexandria , and Jerufalcm , were 
relieved by the alms of that pious emperor; and 
many monafteries of Paleftine were founded or 
reftored by his liberal devotion. Harun Alrafliid, 
the greateft of the Abaflides , efteemed in his 
Chriftian brother a finiiJar fupremacy of genius 
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HAP. and poNvcr : their friendflhip was cemented by a 
LVii. frequent intercourfc of gifts and embaflies; and 
the caliph , without refigning the fubftantial 
dominion, prefcnted the emperor with the keys, 
of the holy fepulchre , and perhaps of the city 
of Jerufalem. In the decline of the Carlovingian 
monarchy, the republic of Amalphi promoted 
the intereft of trade and religion in the Eaft. 
Her veffels tranfported the Latin pilgrims to the 
coafts of Egypt and Palelline , and deferved , 
by their ufcful imports, the favour and alliance 
of the Fatimite caliphs an annual fair was 
inftituted on mount Calvary ; and the Italian 
merchants founded the convent and hofpital of 
St. John of Jerufalem , the cradle of the monaftic 
and military order, which has fince reigned in the 
ifles of Rhodes and of Malta. Had the Chriftian 
pilgrims been content to revere the tomb of a 
prophet, the difciples of Mahomet, inflead of 
blaming , would have imitated , their piety : but 
thefe rigid Unitarians were- fcandalifed by a wor- 
fliip which reprefents the birth , death , and 
refurredtion , of a God ; 'the Catholic images 
were branded with the name of idols ; and the 
Moflems fmiled with indignation “ at the mira- 
culous flame, which was kindled on the eve of 
Eafter in the holy fepulchre This pious fraud, 
flrft devifed in the ninth century **, was devoutly 
cberifhed by the Latin crufaders, and is annually 
repeated by the clergy of the Greek, Armenian, 
and Coptic feds “, who impofe on the credulous 
fpedators “ for their oNvn' benefit, and that of 
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tlieir tyrants. In every age, a principle of toler- c ii a i>. 
ation has been fortified by a fenfe of intereft; lvii. 
and the revenue of the prince and his emir was 
encreafed each year, by the expence and tribute 
of fo many thoufand ftrangers. 

The revolution which transferred fhe fceptre Under the 
from the Abaflides to the Fatimites was a benefit, 
rather than an injury, to the Holy Land. A fover- a. n. 
eign refident in Egypt, was more fenfible of the 
importance of Chriftian trade; and the emirs of 
Paleftine were lefs remote from the juftice and 
power of the throne. But the third of thefe Fati- 
mite caliphs was the famous Hakem ", a frantic 
youth , who was delivered by his impiety and 
defpotifm from the fear either of God or man ; 
and whofc reign was a wild mixture of vice and 
folly. Regardlefs of the moll: ancient cuftoms of 
Egypt, he impofed on the women an abfolute ^ 

confinement : the reftraint excited the clamours ^ 

of both fexes : their clamours 'provoked his fury ; [ 

a part of Old Cairo was delivered to the flames; 
and the guards and citizens were engaged many 
■ days in a bloody conflidl. At firft the caliph 
declared himfelfa zealous Mufulman , the found- 
er or benefador of raofehs and colleges: twelve 
hundred and ninety copies of the koran were 
tranferibed at his expence in letters of gold ; 
and his edidl extirpated the vineyards of the 
upper Egypt. But his vanity was foon flattered 
by the hope of introducing a new religion ; he 
afpired above the fame of a prophet, and ftyled 
bimfdf the vifible igiage of the moll high God, 
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who , after nine apparitions on earth , was at 
length manifcfl in his royal perfon. At the name 
of Hakem , the lord of the living arid the dead , 
every knee was bent in religious adoration : his 
myfterics were performed on a mountain near 
Cairo; fixteen thoufand converts had figned his 
profelhon of faith ; and at the prefent hour, a free 
and warlike people , the Drufes of mount Liba- 
nus, are perfuaded of the life and divinity of a 
madman and tyrant In his divine character, 
Hakem hated the Jews and ChriRians, as the 
ferv'ants of his rivals: while fome remains of pre- 
judice or prudence Rill pleaded in favour of the 
law of Mahomet. Both in Egypt and PaleRine , 
his cruel and wanton perfecution made fome mar- 
tyrs and many apoRates : the common rights, 
and fpecial privileges of the fedlaries were equally 
difregarded ; and a general interdidl was laid on 
the devotion of Rrangers and natives. The tem- 
ple of the ChriRian world, the church of the 
refurrecRion , was dcmoliflied to its foundations; 
the luminous prodigy of'EaRer was interrupted , 
and much profane labour wa?exhauRed to deRroy 
the cave in the rock which properly conRitutes 
the holy fepulchre. At the report of this facrilege, 
the nations of Europe were aRoniflied and afflided : 
but iuRead of arming in the defence of the Holy 
Land, they contented themfelves with burning, 
or banifliing, the Jews, as the fecret advifers of 
the impious Barbarian Yet the calamities of 
Jerufalem were in fome meafure alleviated by the 
iflconflancy or repentance of- Hakem himfelf ; and 
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the royal mandate was fealed for the reflitution of c n a r. 
the churches, when the tyrant was affairmated by lvii. 
the emiffaries of his filler. The fucceeding caliphs 
refumed the maxims of religion and policy ; a free 
toleration. was again granted; with the pious aid of 
the emperor of Conllantinople , the holy fepulchre 
arofe from its ruin.s; and, after a fliort abflincncc, 
the pilgrims returned with an encreafe of appetite 
to the Ipiritual fcall In the fca- voyage of Pa- 
lefline, the dangers were frequent, and the oppor- 
tunities rare: but the converfion of Hungary open- 
ed a fafe communication between Germany and 
Greece. The charity of St. Stephen, the apoflle 
of his kingdom, relieved and conducted his iti- 
nerantibrethren '' ; and from Belgrade to Antioch, 
they traverfed fifteen hundred miles of a Chriftian 
empire. Among the Franks , the zeal of pilgrimage Encreafe of 
prevailed beyond the example of former times : pitBrimages, 
^and the roads were covered with multitudes oi sic. ’ 
either fex, and of every rank, who profelfed their 
contempt of life, fo foon as they fhould have kiffed 
the tomb of their Redeemer. Princes and prelates 
abandoned the care of their dominions; and the 
numbers of thefe pious caravans were a prelude 
to the armies which marched in the enfuing age 
under the banner of the crofs. About thirty years 
before the firll crufade, the archbifliop ofMentz, 
with the bidiops of Utrecht, Bamberg, and Ra- 
tifbon , undertook this laborious journey from 
the Rhine to the Jordan ; and the multitude of 
^ their followers amounted to feven thoufand per- 
sons. At Conllantinople, they were hofpitably 
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entertained by the emperor; but the oftentation 
of their wealth provoked the aflault of the wild 
Arabs ; they drew their fwords with fcrupulous 
reludlance, and fuftained a fiege in the village of 
Capernaum , till they were refeued by the venal 
protedlion of the Fatimite emir. After vifiting the 
holy places , they embarked for Italy, but only a 
remnant of two thoufand Arrived infafety in their 
nativ'eland. Ingulphus, a fecretary of William the 
conqueror, was a companion of this pilgrimage: 
he obferves that they Tallied from Normandy, 
thirty flout and well-appointed horfemen ; but 
that they repalTed the Alps , twenty miferablc 
palmers, with the Haft in their hand, and the wal- 
let at their back 

After the defeat of the Romans, the tranquil- 
lity of the Fatimite caliphs was invaded by the 
Turks One of the lieutenants of IVlalek Shah, 
Atfiz the Carizmian , marched into Syria at th^ 
head of a powerful army , and reduced Damafeus 
by famine and the fword. Hems , and the other 
cities of the province, acknowledged the caliph 
of Bagdad and the fultan of Perfia; and the vic- 
torious emir advanced without refiftance to the' 
■banks of the Nile : the Fatimite was preparing to 
fly into the heart of Africa; but the negroes of 
his guard and the inhabitants of Cairo made* a 
defperatc fally, and repulfed the Turk from the 
confines of Egypt. In his retreat, he indulged the 
licence of flaughtcr and rapine: the judge and 
notaries of Jerufalem were invited to his camp ; 
and their execution was followed by the ma fiacre 
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of three thoufand citizens. The cruelty or the 
defeat of Atfiz was foon punifhed by the fultaii 
Touculh , the brother of Malek Shah , who, with 
a higher title and more formidable powers, affert- 
ed the dominion of Syria and Paleftine. The 
houfe of Seljuk reigned about twenty years in 
Jerufalem^*; but the hereditary command of the 
holy city and territory was entrufted or abandoned 
to the emir Ortok, the chief of a tribe of Turk- 
mans, whofe children, after their expulfion from 
Paleftine, formed two dynafties on the borders of 
Armenia and Affyria The Oriental Chriftians 
and the. Latin pilgrims deplored a revolution, 
which , inftead of the regular government and 
old alliance of the caliphs impofed on their necks 
the iron yoke of the ftrangers of the North 
In his court and camp the great fultan had adopted 
in fome degree tlic arts and manners of Pertia; 
but the body of the Turkilh nation, and more 
cfpecially the paftoral tribes , ftill breathed the 
fiercenefs of the defert. From Nice to Jerufalem, 
the weftern countries of Afmwere a feene of fo- 
reign and domeftic hoftility; and the flicpherds of 
Paleftine, who held a precarious fway on a doubt- 
ful frontier, had neither leifure' nor capacity to 
await the flow profits of commercial and religious 
freedom. The pilgrims who, through innumer- 
able perils , had reached the gates of Jerufalem 
were the vidlims of private rapine or public op- 
preffion , and often funk under, the preffure of 
famine and difeafe, before they were permitted to 
falute the holy fepnlchre. A fpirit of native bar- 
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CHAP, barifm, or recent zeal, prompted the Turkmans 
Lvn. to infult the clergy of every fed: the patriarch was 
dragged by the hair along the pavement, and caft 
into a dungeon, to extort a ranfom from thefym- 
pathy of his flock; and the divine vvorlhip in the 
church of the refurredion was often difturbed by 
the favage rudenefs of its mafters. The pathetic 
tale excited the millions of the Weft to march 
under the ftandard of the crofs to the relief of the 
holy land : and yet how trifling is the fum of thefe 
accumulated evils, if compared with the Angle 
ad of the facrilege of Hakem , which had been 
fo patiently endured by the Latin Chriftians! A 
flighter provocation inflamed the more irafciblc 
temper of their defeendants : a new fpirit had 
arifen of religious chivalry and papal dominion: 
a nerve was touched of exquifite feeling; and the 
fenfation vibrated to the heart of Europe. 
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CHAP. LVIII. 



Origin and Numbers of the Firji Crufade — Charaiiers 
of the Latin Princes. — Their March to Conjiantinople, 

— Policy of the Greek Emperor Alexius. — Conquefi 
of Nice , Antioch , and Jerufalem , by the Franks. 

— Deliverance of the Holy Sepulchre. — Godfrey 

of Bouillon , Firji King of JeruJ'alem. — Injiitutions 
of the French or Latin Kingdom. • . 



About twenty years after the conqueft .of 
Jerufalem by the Turks , the holy fepulchre ^ 
was vifited by an hermit of the name of 
a native of Amiens, in the province of Picardy * crufadc, 
in France. His refentment and fympathy werfe £*• 
excited by his own injuries and the oppreflTion p°ur 
of the Chriftian name ; he mingled his tears Hermit, 
with thofe of the patriarch , and earneftly en- 
quired , if DO hopes of relief could be entertained 
from the Greek emperors of the Faft. The 
patriarch expofed the vices and weaknefs of the 
fuccelTors of Conftantine. " I will roufe , ” ex- 
claimed the hermit , “ the martial nations of 
“ Europe in your caufe; ” and Europe was obe- 
dient to the call of the hermit. The afloniflied 
patriarch difmiffed him with epillles of credk 
and complaint , and no fooner did he land at 
Bari , than Peter haftened to kifs the feet of 
VoL. X. ’ R 
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the Roman pontiff. Flis fiature was fmall , hi.s ap- 
pearance contemptible ; but his eye was keen 
and lively ; and he poffcired that \ eheraence of 
fpeech , which feldoin fails to impart the perfua- 
fion of the foul He was born of a gentleman’s 
family ( for we muft now adopt a modern 
idiom ) , and his military fervice was under the 
neighbouring counts of Boulogne , the heroes 
of the firfl crufade. But he foon relinquilhed 
the fword and the world ; and if it be true, that 
his wife , ^ however noble , was aged and ugly , 
he might withdraw , with the lefs reludlance, 
from her bed to a convent , and at leng.h to an 
hermitage. In this auflere folitude , his body was 
emaciated , his fancy was inflamed ; whatever he 
wiflied , he believed; whatever he believed , he 
faw in dreams and revelations. From Jerufalem , 
the pilgrim returned an accomplifhed fanatic; 
but as he excelled in the popular madnefs of the 
times pope Urban the fecond received him as 
a prophet, applauded his glorious defign, promif- 
ed to fuppoi t it in a general council , and en- 
couraged him to proclaim the deliverance- of the 
Holy Land. Invdgorated by the approbation of 
the pontiff, his zealous rhillionary traverfed, 
with fpecd and fuccefs , the provinces of Italy 
and France. His diet was ablfemious, his prayers 
long and fervent, and the alms which he received 
with one hand , he diftributed with the other : 
his head was bare , his feet naked , his meagr# 
body was wrapt in a coarfe garment ; he bore 
and difplayed a weighty crucifix ; and the afs 
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On whic;* he rode , was fandified in the public CHAP, 
eye by the fcrvite of the man of God He LVilt. 
preached to innumerable crowds in the Churches', 
the I'treets, and the highways: the hermit entered 
witn equal conri r'ence the palace and the cotta^ej 
and the people , for all was people, was impe- ‘ 

tuoufly moved by his call to repentance and 
arms. When he painted the fufferings of the 
natives and pilgrims of Pale'ftine every heart 
was melted to compaffion ; every breaft flowed 
- with indignation , when he challenged the warriors 
of the age to defend their brethren and refcue 
their Saviour : his ignorance of art and language 
was compenfated by fighs , and tears , and eja^ 
dilations ; and Peter fupplied the deficiency of 
reafon by loud and frequent appeals to Chrift 
and his Mother , to the faints and angels of 
paradife, with whom he had perfonally converfed. ‘ 

The moft perfedt orator of Athens might have 
envied the fuccefs of his eloquence : the ruftic 
enthufian. infpired the palfions which he felt, and 
Chrilfendom expedled with impatience the coum 
fels and decrees of the fupreme pontiff. 

The magnanimous fpirit of Gregory thcfeverith Urban it. 
had already embraced the defign of arming hu-‘" the coun. 
rope againft Afia ; the ardour of his zeal and 
ambition ftill breathes in his epiflles : from either''' 0 ijss. 
fide of the Alps , fifty thoufand Catholics had 
enlifted under the banner of St. Peter’; apd his 
fucceffor reveals his intention of marching at their 
head ag.ainft the impious fcdaries of Mahomet. 

But the glory or reproach of executing , tJiough 
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CHAP, not in perfon , this holy enterprife , was rcfervcd 
I.VI11. for Urban the fecond * , the moll faithful of his 
difciples.lHe undertook the conqueft of the Eaft, 
whilll the larger portion of Rome was pofTeffed 
and fortilied by his rival Guibert of Ravenna, 
who contended with Urban for the name and 
honours of the pontificate. He attempted to unite 
the powers of the Weft, at a time when the 
princes were feparated from the church, and the 
people from their princes , by the excommu- 
nication which himfelf and his predecelTors had 
thundered againft the emperor and the king of 
France. Philip the firft, of France, fupported 
with patience the cenfures which he had pro- 
voked by his fcaildalous life and adulterous mar- 
riage. Henry the fourth, of Germany , afferted 
the right of inveftitures , the prerogative of 
confirming his bilhops by the delivery of the 
ring and crofier. But the emperor’s party was 
crulhed in Italy by the arms of the Normans 
and the countefs Mathilda; and the long quairel 
had been recently envenomed by the revolt of 
his fon Conrad and the lhame of his wife ’ , 
who , in the fynods ofi Conftance and Placentia , 
confeffed the manifold proftitutions to which flie 
had been expofed by an hufband rcgardlcfs of 
her honour and his own ‘. So popular was the 
caufe of Urban , fo weighty was his influence , 
that the council which he fummoned at Placentia^ 
was compofed of two hundred bilhops of Italy, 
France, Burgundy, Swabia, and Bavaria. Four 
thoufand of the clergy , and thirty thousand of 
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the laity, attended this important meeting; and, 
as the mofl: fpacious cathedral would ^avc been 
inadequate to the multitude , the felfion of feven 
days was held in a plain adjacent to the city. 
The ambaffadors of the Greek emperor, Alexius 
Comnenus, were introduced to plead the diflrefs 
of their fovereign and the danger of Conftanti- 
nople , which was divided only by a narrow fea 
from the victorious Turks, the common enemies 
of the Chriftian name. In their fuppliant addrcfs 
they flattered the pride of the Latin princes; and, 
appealing at once to their policy and religion , 
exhorted them to repel the Barbarians on the 
confines of Afia , rather than to exped them in 
the heart of Europe. At the fad tale of the 
mifery and perils of their Eaftern brethren the 
aflembly burft into tears : the moft eager cham- 
pions declared their readinefs to march ; and the 
Greek ambaffadors were difmiffed with the af- 
furance of a fpeedy and powerful fuccour. The 
relief of Conftantinople was included in the larger 
and mofl: diflant projed of the deliv'erance of 
Jerufalem ; but the prudent Urban adjourned the 
final decifion to a fecond fynod , which he pro- 
pofed to celebrate in fome city of France in the 
autumn of the fame year. The fhort delay 
would propagate the flame of entbufiafm ; and 
his firmefl hope was in a nation of foldiers ’ , 
ftill proud of the pre-eminence of their name , and 
ambitious to emulate their hero Charlemagne ’, 
who, in the popular romance of Turpin '* , had 
atchievcd the conquefl of the Holy Land. A 
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latent motive of . affedion or vanity might in. 
fluence the choice of L'rban : he was himfelf a 
native of France, a monk of Clngnv , and the 
firft of his countrymen who af ended the throne 
of St. Peter. The pope had illiillrated his family 
and province; nor is there perhaps a more ex. 
quifite gratification than to revifit , in a con- 
fpicuous dignity , the humble and laborious 
feenes of our youth. 

It may oc; alion fome furprife chat the Roman 
pontiff (bould ered, in the heart of France, the 
tribunal from whence he burled his anathemas 
againll the king. But our furprife will vanilh fo 
foon as we form a juft eftimate of a king of 
France of the eleventh century ". Philip die 
firft was"^ the great-grandfon of Hugh Capet the 
founder of the prefent race , who , in the decline 
of Charlemagne’s pofterity , added the regal title 
to his patrimonial eftates of Paris and Orleans. 
In this narrow compafs , he was poffelfed of 
■wealth and jurifdidion ; but in the reft of France, 
Hugh and bis firft defeendants were no more 
than the feudal lords of about fixty dukes and 
counts, of independent and hereditary power 
who difdained the control of laws and legal at 
femblies , and whofe difregard of their fovereign 
was revenged by the difobedience of their inferior 
vaffals. At Clermont , in the territories of the 
count of Auvergne”, the pope might brave 
with impunity the refentment of Philip; and the 
council which he convened in that city was not 
lefs numerous or refpeclable. than the fynod of 
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Placentia Befides his court and council of c H a p. 
Roman cardinals, he was fupported by thirteen Lvm. 
archbilhops and two hundred and twenty-hve 
bifliops; the number of mitred prelates was com- 
puted at four hundred; and the fathers of the 
church were blelTed by the faints, and enlighten- 
ed by the doctors of the age. From the adjacent 
kingdoms, a martial train of lords and knights 
of power and renown , attended the council “ , 
in high expectation of its refolves; and fuch was 
the ardour of zeal and curiofity , that the city 
was filled, and many thoufands, in the month 
of November, erefted their tents or huts in the 
open field. A felTion of eight days produced fome 
ufeful or edifying canons for the reformation of 
manners; a fevere cenfure was pronounced againft 
the licence *of private war ; .the truce of God '* 
was confirmed, a fufp^nfion of hofidities during 
four days of the week ; women and priefts were 
placed under the fafeguard of the church; and 
a protedion of three years was extended to huf- 
bandmen and merchants, the defencelefs vidims 
of military rapine. But a law, however venerable 
be the fandion , cannot fuddenly transform the 
temper of the times ; and the benevolent efforts 
of Urban deferve the lefs praife, fince belaboured 
to appeafe fome domeftic quarrels that he might 
, fpread the flames of war from the Atlantic to 
the Euphrates. From the fynod of Placentia, 
the rumour of his great defign had gone forth 
among the nations : the clergy on their return 
had preached in every diocefe the meric and 
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CHAP, glory of the deliverance of the Holy Land ; and 
tviiL v'hen the pope afcended a lofty fcalFold in the 
market-place of Clermont , his eloquence was 
addreffed to a well prepared and impatient au- 
dience. His topics were obvious , his exhortatioa 
was vehement, his fuccefs inevitable. The orator 
was interrupted by the Ihout of thoufands , wh® 
with one voice, and in their ruflic idiom, ex- 
claimed aloud , “ God wills it , God wills it " 
“ It is indeed the will of God,” replied the pope ; 
“ and let this memorable word , the infpiration 
“ furely of the Holy Spirit, be for ever adopted 
“ as your cry of battle , to animate the devotion 
“ and courage of the champions of Chrift. His 
crofs is the fymbol of your falvation ; wear it , 
“ a red, a bloody crofs, .as an external mark 
‘‘ on your breafts or fhoulders , as a pledge of 
“ your facred and irrevocable engagement. ’’ The 
propofal was joyfully accepted ; great numbers 
both of the clergy and laity imprdfed on their 
garments the Irgn of the crofs “ , and folicited 
the pope to march at their head. This dangerous 
honour was declined by the more prudent fuc- 
ceffor of Gregory , who alleged the fchifm 
of the church , and the duties of his paftoral 
office , recommending to the faithful , who were 
difqualified by fex or profeffion , by age or in- 
firmity, to aid, with their prayers and alms, 
the perfonal fervice of their robuft brethren. The 
name and powers of his legate he devolved on 
Adhemar bilhop of Puy , the firft who had receiv- 
ed the crofs at his hands. The foremoft of the 
temporal chiefs was Raymond count of Thou- 
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loufc, whofe ambaffadors in. the council excufed e n a r. 
the abfence , and pledged the honour, of their LViii. 
mafter. After the confeflion and abfolution of their 
fins, the champions of the crofs were difmiffed 
with a fuperfluous admonition to invite their 
countrymen and friends ; and their departure for 
the Holy Land was fixed to the feftival of the 
Affumption , the fifteenth of Auguft , of the 
enfuing year 

So familiar , and as it were fo natural to man , juftioe of the 
is the pradice of violence, that our indulgence 
allows the flighteft provocation, the moll difputable 
right, as a fufficient giound erf national hoftility. 

But the name and nature of an holy war demands 
a more rigorous ferutiny; nor can we haftily 
believe, that thefervants of the Prince of peace 
would unfheathe the fword of deftrudion, unlefs 
the motive were pure, the quarrel legitimate, 
and the neceflfity inevitable. The policy of an 
adion may be determined from the tardy leflbns 
of experience; but, before we ad, our confcience 
fhould be fatisfied of the jufticc and propriety of 
our enterprife. In the age of the crufades, the 
Chriflians, both of the Eaft and Weft, were 
perfuaded of their lawfulnefs and merit; their 
arguments are clouded by the perpetual abufe of 
feripture and rhetoric; but they feem to infill on 
the right of natural and religious defence , their 
peculiar title to the Holy Land, and the impiety 
of their Pagan and Mahometan foes I. The 
right of a juft defence may fairly include our 
civil and fpiritual allies : it depends on the exiftence 
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CHAP, of danger: and that danger mun; be eftimated by 
Lviil. the two fold conlideration of the malice, and the 
power, of OLir enemies. A pernicious tenet has 
been imputed to the Mahometans, the duty of 
txti! patir.q all Other religions by the fword. This 
chirge of ignorance and bigotry is refuted by the 
Koran, by the hiflory of the Alufulman conquerors, 
and by their public and legal toleratfon of the 
Chriflian worffiip. But it cannot be denied, that 
the Oriental churches are depreffed under their 
iron yoke; that, in peace and war, they affert a 
divine and indefeafible claim of univerfal empire; 
and that, in their orthodox creed , the unbelieving 
nations are continually threatened with the lofs 
of religion or liberty. In the eleventh century, 
the victorious .arms of the Turks prefented a real 
and urgent apprehenfion of thel^ Ioffes. They 
had fubdued in Icfs than thirty years the kingdoms 
of Afia, as far as Jerufalem and the Hellefpont; 
and the Greek empire tottered on the verge of 
deftruclion. Befides an honefl fympathy for their 
brethren , the Latins had a right and intereft in 
the fupport of Conflantinople, the moft important 
barrier of the Weft; and the privilege of defence 
muft reach to prevent, as well as to repel, an 
impending affault. But this falutary purpofe might 
have been accomplifhed by a moderate fuccour; 
' and our calmer reafon muft; difclaim the innumerable 
hofts and remote operations, which overwhelmed 
Afia and depopulated Europe. II. Paleftine could 
add nothing to the ftrength or fafety of the Latins ; 
and fanaticifm alone could pretend to juftify thq 
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I 

conqnefb of that diffant and narrow province. 
'I he Chriflians afKrmed that their inalienable title 
to the promifed land had been fealed by the 
blood of their divine Saviour: it was their right 
and duty to refcue their inheritance from the unjufl 
poireffors , who profaned his fepulchre , and 
opprelTed the pilgrimage of his difciples. Vainly 
would it be alleged that the pre - eminence of 
.lerufalem , and the fandfity of Paleftine, hav^e 
been aboliflied with the Alofaic law; 'that the 
Cjod of the Chriftians is not a local deity , and that 
the recovery of Bethlem or Calvary, his cradle 
or his tomb , will not atone for the violation of 
the moral precepts of the gofpel. Such arguments 
glance afide from the leaden fhield of fuperlfition; 
and the religious mind will not eafily relinquiflt 
its hold on the facred ground of myftery and 
miracle. III. But the holy wars which have been 
waged in every climate of the globe, from Egypt 
to Livonia, and from Peru toHindoflan, require 
the fupport of fome more general and flexible 
tenet. It has been often fuppofed, and fometimc.s 
aflirmed, that a difference of religion is a worthy 
caiife of hoftility; that obflinate unbelievers may 
be flain or fubdued by the champions of the crofs; 
and that grace is the foie fountain of dominion 
as well as of mercy. Above four hundred years 
before the firft crufade, the eaftern and weftern 
provinces of the Roman empire had been acquired 
about the fame time, and in the fame manner, 
by the Barbarians of Germany and Arabia. Time 
3nd treaties had legitimated the conquefts of the 
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'CHAP. 

IVIII. 



Spiritual mo- 
tives and in. 
dulgences. 



Chrijiian Franks j but in tbe eyes of their fubjcdls 
and neighbours, the Mahometan princes were 
ftill tyrants and ufurpers, who, by the arms of 
war or rebellion , might be lawfully driven from 
their unlawful polTeflion ”, 

As the manners of the Chriftians were relaxed, 
their difeipline of penance “ was enforced ; and 
with the multiplication of fins, the remedies 
were multiplied. In the primitive church , a 
voluntary and open confeflion prepared the work 
of atonement. In the middle ages, the bifhops 
and priefts interrogated the criminal ; compelled 
him to account for his thoughts, words, and 
adlions; and preferibed the terms of his reconci- 
liation with God. But as this diferetionary power 
might alternately be -abufed by indulgence and 
tyranny, a rule of difeipline was framed, to inform 
and regulate the fpiritual judges. This mode of 
legiflation was invented by the Greeks; their 
prnit'niiali*' were tranflated , or imitated, in the 
Latin church; and, in the time of Charlemagne, 
the clergy of every diocefe were provided with a 
code , which they prudently concealed from the 
knowledge of the vulgar. In this dangerous eftimate 
of crimes and punifhments, each cafe was fuppofed, 
each difference was remarked , by the experience 
or penetration of the monks ; fome fins are 
enumerated which innocence could not have 
fufpeded, and others which reafon cannot believe; 
and the more ordinary offences of fornication and 
adultery, of perjury and facrilege, of rapine and 
murder , were expiated by a penance , which , 
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according to the various circumftances , was 
prolonged from forty days to feven years. During 
this term of mortification , the patient was healed , 
the criminal was abfolved , by a falutary regimen 
of fafls and prayers : the diforder of his drefs was 
expreflive of grief and remorfe; and he humbly 
abilained from all the bufinefs and pleafure of 
focial life. But the rigid execution of thefe laws 
would have depopulated the palace, the camp, 
and the city: the Barbarians of the Weft believed 
and trembled ; but nature often rebelled againft 
principle ; and the magiftrate laboured without 
effedl to enforce the jurifdidion of the prieft. 
A literal accomplilhment of penance was indeed 
impradlicable; the guilt of adultery was multiplied 
by daily repetition ; that of homicide might involve 
the maffacre of a whole people; each adl was 
feparately numbered ; and , in thofe times of 
anarchy and vice , a modeft finner might eafily 
incur a debt of three hundred years. His infolvency 
was relieved by a commutation , or indulgence : a 
year of penance was appreciated at twenty- fix 
Jolidi of filver , about four pounds fterling, for 
the rich ; at three folidi , or nine (hillings , for 
the indigent : and thefe alms were foon appropriated 
to the ufe of the church, which derived, from 
the redemption of fins, an inexhauftible fource of 
opulence and dominion. A debt of three hundred 
years, or twelve hundred pounds, was enough 
to impoverifh a plentiful fortune ; the fcareity of 
gold and filver was fupplied by the alienation of 
land; and the princely donations of Pepin and 
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CHAP. Charlemagne are exprefsly given for the remedy 
xviii. of their foul. It is a maxim of the civil law, that 
whofoever cannot pay with his purfe, mun: pay 
with his body ; and the pradlice of jflagellation 
was adopted by the monks , a cheap , though 
painful, equivalent. By a faiUaftic ariihmetic, a 
-year of penance was taxed at three thoufand 
ladies”; and fuch was the (kill and patience of 
a famous hermit , St. Dominic of the Iron Cuirafs 
that in fix days he could difdiarge an entire 
century, by a whipping of three hundred thoufand 
ftripes. His example was followed by many peni- 
tents of both fexes ; and , as a vicarious facriHce 
was accepted , a fturdy difeiplinarian might expiate 
on his own back the fins of his benefactors 
•Thefe corapenfations of the purfe and the perfon 
introduced , in the eleventh century , a more 
honourable mode of fatisladion. The merit of 




military fervice againft the Saracens of Africa and 
Spam , had been allowed by the predeceffors of 
Urban the fecond. In the council of Clermont, 
that pope proclaimed a pUnmy indulgence to thofe 
who fliould enlift under ^he banner of the crofs ; 
the abfolution of all their fins , and a full receipt 
lor aU. that might be due of canonical penance ’*• 
The cold philofophy of modern times is incapable of 
feeling the impreflion that was made on a finful 
and fanatic world. At the voice of their paftor, the 
robber , the incendiary , the homicide , arofe 



by tkoufands to redeem their fouls, by repeating 
on the infidels the fame deeds which they had 
exercifed againft their Chriflian brethren j and the 
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terms of atonement were eagerly embraced by c il a p. 
offenders of every rank and denomination. None lviii. 
■were pure ; none were exempt from tbe guilt 
and penalty of fin ; and tbofe who were the kafi: 
amenable to the jullice of God and the church , 
were the beft entiiled to the temporal and eternal 
recompence of their pious courage. If they fell , 
the fpirit of the Latin clergy did not hefitate to 
adorn their tomb with the crown of martyrdom”; 
and fliould they furvive, they could exped with- 
out impatience the delay and encreafe of their 
heavenly reward. They offered their blood to 
the Son of God, who had laid down his life for 
their falvation : they took up the crofs , and 
entered with confidence into the way of the 
Lord. His providence would watch over their 
fafety; perhaps his vifible and miraculous power 
would fmooth the difficulties of their holy enter- 
prife. The cloud and pillar of Jehovah had 
inarched before the Ifraelites into the promifed 
land. Might not the Chriftians more reafonably 
hope that the rivers would open for their paffage; 
that the walls of tbe ftrongeft cities would fall 
at the found of their trumpets; and that the fun 
would be arreffed in his mid-career, to allow 
them time for the deftrudion of the infidels? 

Of the chiefs and foldiers who marched to the xcmrorai 
holy fepulchre , 1 will dare to affirm , that all »"<' 
were prompted by the fpirit of enthufi.ifm ; the 
belief of merit, the hope of reward, and the af- 
furance of divine aid. But I am equally perfuaded, 
that in many it was not the foie , that in Jome it 
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CHAP, was not the leading , principle of adlion. The 
LViil. ufe and abnfe of religion are feeble to ftem , , 
they are ftrong and irrefiftible to impel , the 
ftream of national manners. Againfl the private 
wars of the Barbari.ans, thtir bloody tournaments, 
licentious loves, and judicial duels, the popes 
and fynods might ineffedually thunder. It is a 
more eafy talk to provoke the metaphyfical dif. 
putes of the Greeks, to drive into the cloifter the 
vidims of anarchy or defpotifm, to fandify the 
patience of flaves and cowards , or to alTume the 
merit of the humanity and benevolence of modern 
Chriftians. War and exercife were the reigning 
paflions of the Franks or Latins ; they were en- 
joined , as a penance , to gratify thofe palFions , 
to vifit diftant lands , and to draw their fwords 
againft the nations of the Eaft. Their vidory , or 
even their attempt, would iramortalife the names 
of the intrepid heroes of the crofs; and the pureft 
piety could not be infenfible to the moft fplendid 
profped of military glory. In the petty quarrels of 
Europe, 'they flied the blood of their friends and 
countrymen, for the acquifition perhaps of a caftle 
ora village. They could march with alacrity againfl 
tlie diflant and hollile nations who were devoted 
to their arms : their fancy already grafped the 
golden feeptresof Afia; and theconqueftof Apulia 
and Sicily by tho Normans might exalt to royalty 
the hopes of the moft private adventurer. Chrif- 
tendom , in her rudeft ftate, muft have yielded 
to the climate and cultivation of the Mahometan ' 
countries ; and their natural and artificial wealth 

had 
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had been magnified by the tales of pilgrims , and chap. 
the gifts of an imperfed commerce. The vulgar, lviu. 
both the great and fmall, were taught to believe 
every wonder , of lands flowing with milk and 
honey, of mines and treafnres , of gold and dia- 
monds , of palaces of marble and jafper , and of 
odoriferous groves of cinnamon and frankincenfe. 

In this earthly paradife , each warrior depended 
on his fword to carve a plenteous and honourable 
cftablifhment , which he meafurcd only'^by the 
extent of his willies Their vaflals and foldiers 
trufted their fortunes to God and their mafter: 
the fpoils of a Turkilh emir might enrich the 
meanelt follower of the camp ; and the flavour 
of the wines, the^beauty of the Grecian women ”, 

■were temptations more adapted to the nature, 
than to the profeflion , of the champions of the 
crofs. The love of freedom was a powerful in- 
citement to the multitudes who were opprelTed 
by feudal or ecclefiaftical tyranny. Under this 
holy lign the peahints and burghers , who were 
attached to the fervitude of the glebe , might 
rfeape from an haughty lord , and traufplant 
themfelv'cs and their families to a land of liberty. * 

The monk might releafe himfelf from the difcipline 
of his convent : the debtor might fufpend the • 
accumulation of ufury , and the purfuit of his 
creditors ; and outlaws and malefadors of every 
caff might continue to brave the laws and elude 
tlie punifliment of their crimes ”. 

T hefe motives were potent and numerous : . 

when we have fingly computed tlicir weight on®”"’*''*' 
VoL. X. S 
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CHAP, tlie mind of each individual , we mufl; add the 
iViii. infinite feries, the multiplying powers of example 
and falhion. The firll profelytes became the 
warmed and mod effedual millionaries of the 
crofs : among their friends and countrymen they 
preached the duty, the merit, and the rccom- 
pence, of their holy vow; and the mod reluclant 
hearers v<ere infenfibly drawn within the whirl- 
pool of perfuafion and authority. The martial 
I youths were fired by the reproach or fufpicion 
of co>vardice ; the opportunity of vifiting with 
an army the fepulchre of Chrid, was embraced 
by the old and infirm, by women and children, 
who confulted rather their zeal than their drength; 
and thofe who in the evening had derided the 
folly of their companions , were the mod eager, 
the enfuing day , to tread in their footdeps. The 
ignorance , which magnified the hopes , dimi- 
nillied the perils, of the enterprife. Since the 
Turkifli conqued, the paths of pilgrimage were 
obliterated ; the chiefs themfelves had an im- 
pcrfecl notion of the length of the way and the 
date of their enemies ; and fuch was the dupidity 
' of the people , that , at the fight of the fird 
city or cadle beyond the limits of their know- 
ledge , they were ready to afle whether that was 
not the Jerufalem , the term and obje<d of their 
labours. Yet the more prudent of the crufaders, 
who were not fure that they fhould be fed from 
heaven with a Ihower of quails or manna , pro- 
vided themfelves with thofe precious metals , 
■which , in every country , ate the reprefentative* 
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Rf .every commodity. To defray , according to chap. 
their rank, the cxpences of the road, princes ivm. 
alienated their provinces , nobles their kinds and 
caflles , pcafants their c.atile and the inftruments 
of hulbandry. The value of property was de- 
preciated by the eager competition of multitudes- 
while the price of arms and horfes was raifed to 
an exorbitant height by the wants and impatienc« 
of the buyers Thofe v/ho remained at home, 

Witn fenfe and money were enriched by the 
cp den; ;cal difeafe : the fovereigns acquired at a 
cheap rate the domains of their vaflTals; and the 
eccleliallical purchafers completed the payment 
by the affurance of their prayers. The crofs 
which was commoqly fewed on the garment in 
clodi or filk, was inferibed by fome zealots’ on 
their fkin: an hot iron, or indelible liquor, was 
applied to perpetuate the mark ; and a crafty 
monk , who fliewed the miraculous impreflion 
on his breaft , was repaid with the popular 
veneration and the richefl benefices of Paleftinc ’k 

The fifteenth of Augufl had been fixed in the of 

council of Clermont for the departure of 
p.lp.m. ■ but the day was anticipated by ,he“:r',e,e. 
thoughtlefs and needy crowd of plebeians • and 
I Hi.dl briefly difpatch the calamities which ’ they 
mflided and fuftered, before I enter, on the more 
ierious and fuccefsful enterprife of the chiefs. 

Early in the fpring, from the confines of France 
and Lorraine, above fixty thoufancl of the po- 
pulace of both fexes flocked round the firfl; mif- 
Iionary of the crufade, and prelTcd him with 

S iz 



Digitized by Coogle 



■z6o THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP, clamorous importunity to lead them to the holy 
iviii. fepulchre. 1 he hermit, alTuming the charadber, 
•without the talents or authority, of a general , 
impelled or obeyed the forward impulfe of his 
votaries along the banks of the Rhine and 
Danube. T heir wants and numbers foon com- 



pelled them to feparate , and his lieutenant , 
^l^alter the Pennylefs, a valiant though needy 
foldier, condudbed a vanguard of pilgrims, whofe 
condition may be determined from the proportion 
of eight horfemen to fifteen thoufand foot. The 
example and footfbeps of Peter were clofcly 
purfued by another fanatic, the monk Godefcal, 
whofe fermons had fwept away fifteen or twenty 
thoufand peafants from the villages of Germany. 
Their rear was again preffed by an herd of two 
hundred thoufand, the mofb flupid and favage 
refufc of the people ,•> who mingled with their 
devotion a brutal licence of rapine , proftitution, 
and drunkennefs. Some counts and gentlemen, 
at the head of three thoufand horfe , attended 
the motions of the multitude to partake in the 
fpoil ; but their genuine leaders (may we credit 
fuch folly?) were a goofe and a goat, w'ho were 
carried in the front, and to whom thefe worthy 
Chrilbians afenbed an infufion of the divine fo:- 
rit Of thefe, and of other bands of enthufialbs, 
the firfb and rnolb eafy warfare was againlb the 
Jews, the murderers of the Son of God. In the 
trading cities of the rVlofellc and the Rhine, their 
colonics were numerous and rich; ancf they en- 
joyed, under Uie protection of the emperor and 
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tlic blfiiops, the free exercife of their religion c h a v . 
At Verdim, Treves, JVlentz, Spires, Worms, LViu. 
many thoufands of that unhappy people were 
pillaged and maffacred nor had they felt a 
more bloody ftroke fince the perfecution of 
Hadrian. A remnant was faved by the firmnefs 
of their billiops , who accepted a feigned and 
tranfient converiion; but the more obllinate Jews 
oppofed their fanaticifm to the fanaticifm of the 
ChriRians, barricadoed their houfcs, and preci- 
pitating themfelvcs , their families , and their 
■wealth, into the rivers or the flames, difappointed 
the malice, or at leaft the avarice, of their im- 
placable foes. 

Between the frontiers of Auftria and the feat of "’«• 

, • , , _ , llruclion in 

the Byzantine monarchy, the cruladers were com- Hungary and 
pclled to traverfe an interval of fix hundred miles; 
the wild and dcfolate countries of Hungary ’* and 
Bulgaria. The foil is fruitful , and interfeefed 
with rivers; but it was then covered with moraf- 
fes and forefts , which fpread to a boundlefs 
extent, whenever man has ceafed to exercife his 
dominion over the earth. Both nations had im- 
bibed the rudiments of Chriffianity ; the Hunga- 
rians were ruled by their native princes ; the 
Bulgarians by a lieutenant of the Greek empe- 
ror ; but, on the flighteft provocation, their 
ferocious nature was rekindled, and am.ple pro- 
vocation was afforded by the diforders of the 
firlf pilgrims. Agriculture mull have been iinlkil* 
ful and languid among a people, whofe cities 
were built of reeds and timber, which were 
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C n A r, cleferted in the fummcr fenfon for the tents of 
JYIU. hunters and flieplieixls. A fcanty fupply of provi- 
fions was ruddy demanded, forcibly fdzed, and 
greedily confunied; and on the hrll quarrel , the 
crufaders gave a look- to indignation and revenge. 
But their ignorance of the country, of war, and 
of difcipline, expofed them to every fnare. The 
Greek piiefcct of Bulgaria commanded a regular 
force; at the trumpet of the Hungarian king, the 
eighth or the tenth of his martial fubjeds bent 
their bows and mounted on horfcback ; their 
' policy was infidious , and their retaliation on 

thefe pious robbers was unrdeiitiug and bloody”. 
About a third of the naked fugitives, and the 
hermit Peter was of the number, efcaped to the 
Thracian mountains; and the emperor, who re- 
fpeded the pilgrimage and fuccour of the Latins, 
condudled them by fecure and cafy journies to 
Conftantinople , and advifed them to await the 
arrival of their brethren. For a while they re- 
membered their faults and lolfes ; but no fooncr 
■were they revived by the hofpitable entertain- 
ment , than their venom was again inflamed i 
they flung their benefador, and neither gardens, 
nor palaces, nor churches, were fafe from their 
depredations For his own fafety, Alexius allured 
them to pafs over to the Afiatic fide of the Bof- 
phorus ; but their blind impetuofity foon urged 
them to defert the flation which he had alligned, 
■' surd to rulh headlong againft the Tuiks, who 
cccupied the road of Jerufalem. The hermit, 
confeious of his fliame , had withdrawn frouj 
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the camp to Conftantinople ; and bis lieutenant, chap, 
AV^-iIter the Pennylefs , who was worthy of a 1.VUI, 
better command, attempted without fiiccefs to 
introduce fome order and prudence among the 
herd of favages. I hey feparated in queft of 
prey, and themfelves fell an eafy prey to the 
arts of the fultan. By a rumour that their fore- 
moll companions were rioting in the fpoils of 
bis capital , Soliman tempted the main body to 
rfefcend into the plain of Nice; they were over.. 

■whelmed by theTurkifli arrows; and a pyramid 
of bones informed their companions ' of the 
place of their defeat. Of the firft erufaders, three 
hundred thoufand had already perilhed, before 
a fingle city was refeued from the infidels, be- 
fore their graver and more noble brethren had 
completed the preparations of their enterprife 

None of the great fovereigns of Europe em- The chiefs d 
barked their perfons in the firfl: crufade. The 
emperor Henry the fourth was not difpofed to 
obey the fummons of the pope : Philip the firft 
of France was occupied by his pleafures ; Wil- 
liam Rufus of England by a recent conqueft; the 
kings of Spain -were engaged in a domeftic war 
againfl the Moors; and the northern monarchs 
of Scotland , Denmark^’, Sweden, and Poland, 
were yet flrangers to the paflfions and interefts 
of the South. The religious ardour was more 
ftrongly felt by the princes of the fecond order, 
who held an important place in the feudal fyflem. 

Their fituation will naturally call under four 
iiiftin< 5 l heads the r€vi'Cw of their names and 
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cliaradcr.s but I may efcape fome needlefs repe- 
tition, by obferving at once, that courage and 
the exercife of arms are the common attribute 
of tbffe Chriflian adventurers. I. The firft rank 
both, in war and council is juftly due to God- 
frey of Bouillon; and happy would it have been 
for the crufaders j if they had trufted themfelves 
to the foie condud of that accompliflied hero, 
a worthy reprcfentative of Charlemagne , from 
whom he was defcendcd in the female line. His 
father was of the noble race of the counts of 
Boulogne: Brabant, the lower province of Lor- 
i.une ”, was the inheritance of his mother; and 
by the emperor’s bounty, he was himfelf inverted 
with that ducal title, which has been improperly 
transferred to his lordihip of Bouillon in the 
Ardenne.s '*, In the fcrvicc of Henry the fourth, 
he bore the great rtandard of the empire, and 
pierced w’ith his lance the brcaft of Rodolph, 
the rebcj king: Godfrey was the firrt who afcend- 
cd the walls of Rome ; and his ficknefs , his 
vow, perhaps his remorfe for bearing arms againrt 
the pope, confirmed an early refolution of vi- 
rttlng the holy fepulchre , not as a pilgrim, but 
a deliverer. His valour was matured by pru- 
dence and moderation ; his piety, though blind, 
was fincere; and, in the tumult of a camp, he 
pracufed the real and fiertitious virtues of a con- 
vent. Superior to the private fadtions of the 
chiefs, he refcrved his enmity for the enemies 
of Chrift; and though he gained a kingdom by 
the attempt, his pure and dirtntererted zeal \vas 
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acknowledged by his rivals. Godfrey of Bouil- c n a r. 
Ion was accompanied by his two brotliers , lviii. 
by Euflace the elder , who had fiicceeded to 
the county of Bonlogne, and by the younger, 

Baldwin, a charadlcr of more ambiguous virtue. 

The duke of Lorraine was al;ke celebrated on 
cither fide of the Rhine : from his birth and edu- 
cation he was equally converfant with the French 
and Teutonic languages: the barons of France, 

Germany, and Lorraine, affembled their vaffals -, 
and the confederate force that marched under 
his banner was compofed of fourfeore thoufand 
foot and about ten thoufand horfe. II. In the jj of 
parliament that was held at Paris, in the king’s vermamiois, 
prefence, about two months after the council 
Clermont, Flugh count of Vermandois was the Robert of 
inofk confpicuous of the princes who alfumed the 
crofs. But the appellation of t/ie great was ap- ciiartrcs, &q. 
plied , not fo much to his merit or polfeffions 
(though neither were contemptible), as to the 
royal birth of the brother of the king of France 
Robert duke of Normandy was the eldeft fon 
of ^V’iIllam the Conqueror; but on his father’s 
death he was deprived of the kingdom of Eng- 
land , by his own indolence and the adivity of 
his brother Rufus. The worth of Robert was 
degraded by an exceflTive levity and cafinefs of 
temper : his cheerfulnefs feduced him to the in- 
dulgence of pleafure ; his profufe liberality im- 
povcriflied the prince and people ; his indiferimi- 
iiatc clemency multiplied the number of offend- 
ers; and the amiable qualities of a private man 
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became the efTential defeefis of a fovercign. For 
the trifling fum of ten thoufan.d marks he mort- 
gaged Normandy during his abfence to theEnglilh 
ufurper but his engagement and behaviour in 
the holy war, announced in Robert a reformation 
of manners, and reftored him in fomc degree to 
the public efteem. Another Robert was count 
of Flanders , a royal province , which , in this 
century , gave three queens to the thrones of 
France , England , and Denmark : he was fur- 
named the fword and lance of the Chriftians; 
but in the exploits of a foldier, he fometimes 
forgot the duties of a general. Stephen, count 
of Chartres, of Blois , and of Troyes, was one 
of the richefl; princes of the age ; and the num- 
ber of his caftles has been compared to the three 
hundred and fixty- five- days of the year. His 
mind was improved by literature ; and in the 
council of the chiefs, the eloquent Stephen ” was 
chofen to difeharge the office of their prcfident. 
Thefe four were the principal leaders of the 
French, the Normans, and the pilgrims of the 
Britifli ifles: but the lift of the barons who were 
pofleffed of three or four towns , would exceed, 
fays a contemporary, the catalogue of the Trojan 
war III. In the fouth of France, the command 
was alTumed by Adhemar, bifliop of Puy, the 
pope’s legate, and by Raymond, count of St. 
Giles and Tholoufe , who added the prouder 
titles of duke of Narbonne and marquis of Pro- 
vence. The former was a refpetflable prelate, 
alike qualified for this world and the next. The 
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latter was a veteran warrior, who had fought chav. 
againfl: the Saracens of Spain , and who con- LViil. 
I'jciated his declining age, not only to the de- 
liverance , but to the perpetual fervicc, of the 
holy fepukhre. His experience and riches gave 
h;ni a llrong afccndant in the Chiillian camp, 
whole diftrefs he was often able, and fometimcs 
willing, to relieve. But it was cafier for him to 
CKtorc the pra:fe of the Infidels, than to prcferve 
the love of his fubjeits and affociates. His eminent 
cjtialities were clouded by a temper, haughty , 
envious, and obdinate; and, though he rcligned 
an ample patrimony, for the caufe of God, his 
piety, in the public opinion, was not exempt 
Irom avarice and ambition A mercantile , 
rather than a martial fpirit, prevailed among his 
pruvinciaU", a common name, which included 
the nativ'es of Auvergne and Languedoc the 
vaffals of the kingdom of Burgundy or Arles. 

Lrom the adjacent frontier of Spain, he drew a 
band of hardy adventurers; as he marched through 
Lombardy , a crowd of Italians flocked to his 
Itandard, and his united force confilled of one 
hundred thoufand horfe and foot. If Raymond 
was the firrt to enlifl and the Lift to depart, the 
delay may be excufed by the greatnefs of his 
preparation and the promife of an evcilafling 
farewell. IV. The name of Bohemond , the fon iv. nott- 
of Robert Guifeard , was already famous by his 

I i_i ■ r. ’ t /-> I ^ \ TancreU. 

double victory over the Greek emperor: but 
his father’s will had reduced him to the princi- 
pakty of Tarcatum, and the remembrance of his 

( 
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Eaftern trophies , till he was awakened by the 
rumour and patTage of the French pilgrims. It 
is in the perfon of this Norman chief that we 
may feck for the coolcfl policy and ambition 
with a fmall allay of religious fanaticifm. His 
conduA may juftify a belief that he had fecretly 
direded the defign of the pope, which he af- 
feded to fecond with affonifhment and zeal : at 
the fiege of Amalphi, his example and difeourfe 
inflamed the pallions of a confederate army; he 
indantly tore his garment to fupply erodes for 
the numerous candidates, and prepared to vifit 
Conftantinople and Afia at the head of ten 
thoufand horfe and twenty thoufand foot. Several 
princes of the Norman race accompanied this 
veteran general; and his coufin Tancred ” was 
the partner, rather than the fervant, of the war. 
In the accomplilbed character of Tancred, we 
difeov^er all the virtCies of a perfed knight the 
true fpirit of chivalry, which infpired the gene- 
rous fentiments and focial offices of man , far 
better than the bafe philofophy , or the bafer 
religion , of the times. 

Between the age of Charlemagne and that of 
the ernfades, a revolution had taken place among 
the Spaniards , the Normans , and the French , 
which was gradually extended to the • reft of 
Europe. The fervice of the infantry was degraded 
to the plebeians ; the cavalry formed the ftrength 
of the armies, and the honourable name of nr If s , 
or foldier, was confined to the gentlemen ” who 
ferved on horfeback , and were invefted with the 
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charadler of knighthood. The dukes and counts* 
who had ufurped the rights of fovereignty, di- 
vided the provinces among their faithful barons: 
the barons dillributed among their vaffals the fiefs 
or benefices of their jurifdidion ; and thefe military 
tenants , the peers of each other and of their lord, 
compofed the noble or equeftrian order , which 
difdained to conceive the peafant or burgher as 
of the fame fpecics with themrelves. The dignity 
of their birth was preferved by pure and equal 
alliances; their fons alone, who could produce 
four quarters or lines of ancefiry , without fpot 
or reproach, might legally pretend to the honour 
of knighthood; but a valiant plebeian was fome- 
times enriched and ennobled by the fword , and 
became the father of a new race. A finglc knight 
could impart, according to his judgment, the 
characfccr which he received ; and the W'arlike 
fovereigns of Europe derived more glory from 
this perfonal diftimflion , than from the luftre of 
their diadem. This ceremony, of which fome 
traces may be found in Tacitus and the woods 
of Germany “, was in its origin fimple and pro- 
fane; the candidate, after fome previous trial, 
was inverted with his fword and Ipurs ; and his 
check or fhoulder were touched wdth a flight 
blow , a.s an emblem of the lart aflVont , which it 
was lawful for him to endure. But fiipcrrtition 
mingled in every public and private adion of life; 
in the holy wars , it fandilied the profeffion of 
.arms; and the order of chivalry was aflimilated irr 
its rights and privileges to the facred orders of 
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G H A P. prieftliood. The bath and white garment of the 
LVIII- novice , were an indecent copy of the regeneration 
of baptifm : his fword, which he olYcred on tlie 
altar, was bleffcd by the miniltcrs of religion; 
his folcmn reception was preceded by faffs and 
' vigils; and he was created a knight in the name 
of God, of St. George, and of St. Michael the 
archangel. He fwore to accomplifli the duties of 
his profeflion ; and education, example, and the 
public opinion , were the inviolable guardians of 
bis oath. As the champion of God and the ladies 
(I bliifli to unite fuch difeordant names), he de- 
voted himfelf to fpeak the truth ; to m.aintain the 
right; to protedf the diftreffed ; to pradlife courtffy^ 
a virtue lefs familiar to the ancients; to purfue the 
infidels; to defpife the allurements of eafe and 
Hfcty ; and to vindicate in every perilous adven- 
ture the honour of his character. The abufe of 
the fame fpirit provoked the illiterate knight to 
difdain the arts of induftry and peace; to efteem 
himfelf the foie judge and avenger of his own in- 
juries; and proudly to neglect the laws of civil 
fociety and military difeipline. Yet the benefits 
of this inftitution, to refine the temper of Barbar- 
ians , and to infufe fome principles , of faith , 
jufticc, and humanity, were ftrongly felt, and 
have been often obferved. 1 he afperity of na- 
tional prejudice wasfoftencd; and the community 
of religion and arms fpread a fimilar colour and 
generous emulation ov'cr the face of Chriftendom. 
Abroad , in enterprife and pilgrimage , at home 
in marti.al exercife , the warriors of every country 
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were pcrpetii.illy adociated; and impartial tafte 
muft prefer a Gothic tournament to the Olympic 
games of claflTic antiquity Inrtead of the naked 
Ipedlacles which corrupted the manners of the 
Greeks , and baniflhed from the ftadiura the virgins 
and matrons; the pompous decoration of the lifts 
•was crowned with the prefence of chafte and high- 
born beauty, from whofe hands the conqueror 
received the prize of his dexterity and courage. 
The fkill and ftrength that were exerted in wreft- 
ling and boxing, bear a diftant and doubtful re- 
lation to the merit of a foldier ; but the tourna- 
ments,! as they were invented in France, and 
eagerly adopted both in the Eaft and Weft, pre- 
fented a lively image of the bufinefs of the field. 
The fingle combats , the general fkirmifli , the 
defence of a pafs , or caftle , were rehearfed as in 
actual- ferv ice ; and the conteft, both in real and 
mimic war, was decided by the fuperior manage- 
ment of the horfe and lance. The lance was 
the proper and peculiar weapon of the knight; 
his horfe was of a large and heavy breed ; but 
this charger, till he was roufed by the approaching 
danger, was nfually led by an attendant, and he 
quietly rode a pad or palfrey of a more eafy pace. 
His helmet , and fword, his greaves, and buckler, 
it would be fuperfluous to deferibe; but I may 
remark , that at the period of the crufades , the 
armour was lefs ponderous than in later times; and 
that, inftead of a mafiy cuirafs , his breaft was 
defended by an hauberk or coat of mail. Wherr 
their long lances ■\yere fixed in the reft, the 
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warriors furioufly fpnrrcd their horfes ayainfl the 
foe; and the light cavalry of the Turks 'and Arabs 
could fddom Hand againll the direct and impetu- 
ous weight of their charge. Each knight was 
attended to the field by his faithful fquirc, a youth 
of equal birth and fimilar hopes ; he -^vas followed 
by his archers and men at arms, and four , or 
five, or lix foldicrs, were computed as the furni- 
ture of a complete Imce. In the expeditions to 
the neighbouring kingdoms or the Holy Land, 
the duties of the feudal tenure no longer fubfift- 
ed; the voluntary fervice of the knights and their 
followers was either prompted by zeal or attach- 
ment , or purchafed with rewards and promifes ; 
and the numbers of each fquadron were meafured 
by the power, the wealth, and the fame of each 
independent chieftain.* 7’hey were diflinguiflied 
by his banner, his armorial coat, and his cry of 
war; and the mod ancient families of Europe 
muft feek in thefe atchievements the origin and 
proof of their nobility. In this rapid portrait of 
chivalry , I have been urged to anticipate on the 
ftory of the crufadcs , at once an elfedt, and a 
caufe , of this memorable inflitution 

Such were the troops , and fuch the leaders , 
who alTumed the crofs for the deliverance of the 
holy fepulchre. As foon as they were relieved 
by the abfence of the plebeian multitude , they 
encouraged each other, bv interviews and mef- 
fages , to accomplifli their vow and haften their 
departure. I'heir wives and fillers were defirous of 
partaking the danger and merit of cite pilgrimage; 
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their portable treal^iires were conveyed in bars 
of filver and gold; and the princes and barons 
were attended by their equipage of hounds and 
hawks to amufe their leifure and to fupply their 
table. The difficulty of procuring fubfiftcnce for 
fo many myriads of men and horfes , engaged 
them to feparate their forces; their choice or 
fituation determined the road ; and it was agre*cd 
to meet in the neighbourhood of Conftantinoplc, 
and from thence to begin their operations againfi; 
the Turks. From the banks of the Meufe and 
the Mofelle, Godfrey of Bouillon followed* the 
direifl way of Germany, Hungary, and Bulgaria: 
and, as long as he exercifed the foie command, 
every flep afforded fome proof of his prudence 
and virtue. On the confines of Hungary he was 
Popped three weeks by a Chritfian people, to 
whom the name, or at Icaft the abufe, of the 
crofs was juffly odious. The Hungarians Pill 
fmarted with the wounds wliich they had received 
from the firP pilgrims: in their turn they had 
abufed the right of defence and retaliation; and 
they had reafon to apprehend a feverc revenge 
from an hero of the fame nation, and who was 
engaged in the fame caufe. But, after weighing 
the motives and the events, the virtuous duke 
was content to pity the crimes and misfortunes 
of his worthlcfs brethren ; and his tvvelve depu- 
ties , the raeffengers of peace, reqilePed in his 
name a free palfage and an equal market. To 
remove their fufpicions, Godfrey trufted hirofelf 
and afterwards his brother, to the faith of Carlo* 
Voi. X. T 
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CHAP, man king of Hungary , who treated them with a 
LvilL firaple but hofpitable entertainment: the treaty 

was fandified by their common gofpel ; and a 
proclamation, under pain of death .^eflrained the 
animofity and licence of the Latin loldiers. From 
Auftria to Belgrade , they travcrfed the plains of 
Hungary, without enduring or offering an injury; 
and the proximity of Carloman, who hovered on 
their flanks with his numerous cavalry, was a 
precaution not lefs ufeful for their fafety than for 
his own. They reached the banks of the Save ; 
and no fooner had they paflcd the river , than 
the king of Hungary reftored the hoftages , and 
faluted their departure with the faireft wiflies for 
the fuccefs of their enterprife. With the fame 
condud and difcipline , Godfrey pervaded the 
woods of Bulgaria and the frontiers of Thrace; 
and might congratulate himfelf, that he had al- 
moft reached the firfl: term of his pilgrimage , 
without drawing his fword againft a Chriftian 
advcifary. After an cafy and pleafant journey 
through Lombardy, from Turin to Aquileia , 
Raymond and his provincials marched forty days 
‘ ^ through the favage country of Dalmatia ” and 
Sclavonia. The weather was a perpetual fog; the 
land was mountainous and defolate the natives 
were either fugitiv^e or hoftilc; loofe in their reli- 
gion and government, they refufed to furnilh 
provifions or guides; murdered the ftragglers, 
and exercifed by night and day the vigilance of 
the count, who derived more fecurity from the 
punifhment of fame captive robbers thaja from his 
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interview and treaty with the prince of Scodra**- 
His march between Durazzo and Couftantinople 
was haraffed , without being flopped , by the pea- 
fants and foldiers of the Greek emperor; and the 
fame faint and ambiguous hofliiity was prepared 
for the remaining chiefs , who pafTed the Adriatic 
from the coaft of Italy. Bohemond had arms and 
vefTd.s,and forefight and difcipline; and his name 
was not forgotten in the provinces of Epirus and 
Theffaly. Whatever obflacles he encountered were 
furmounted by his military conduct and the va- 
lour of Tancred ; and if the Norman prince affedt- 
ed to fpare the Greeks , he gorged his foldiers 
with the full plunder of an heretical caftle The 
nobles of France preffed forwards with the vain 
and thoughtlefs ardour of which their nation has 
been fometimes accufed. From the Alps to Apulia 
the march of Hugh the Great, of the two Roberts, 
aud of Stephen of Chartres , through a wealthy 
country , and amidfl the applauding Catholics , 
was a devout or triumphant progrefs; they kiffed 
the feet of the Roman pontiff; and the golden 
ftandard of St. Peter was delivered to the brother 
of the French monarch But in this vifit of 
' piety and pleafure , they negleded to fecure the 
feafon , and the means, of their embarkation : the 
winter was infenfibly lofl; their troops were Mat- 
tered and corrupted in the towns of Italy. They 
feparatcly accomplifhed their paffage , regardlefs 
of fafety or dignity : and within nine months from 
the feafl of the Affumpsion , the day appointed 
by Urban , all the Latin princes had reacl^d 
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Conllantinoplc. But the count of Vermandois was 
produced as a captive ; his foremoft veffels were 
fcattered by a tempeft;and his perfon, againft the 
Jaw of nations, was detained by the lieutenants 
of Alexius, Yet the arrival of Hugh had been 
announced by foiir-and-twenty knights in golden 
armour, who'"commanded the emperor to revere 
the general of the Latin Chriftians, the brother 
of the King of kings 

In fome Oriental tale I have read the fable of a 
fhepherd, who was ruined by the accomplifliment 
of his own wiflies: he had prayed for water; the 
Ganges was turned into his grounds, and his 
flock and cottage were fwept away by the inun- 
dation. Such was the fortune, or at leafl: the ap- 
prehenfion , of the Greek emperor Alexius Com- 
nenus , whole name has already appeared in this 
biftory, and whofe conducT: is fo differently re- 
prefented by his daughter Anne and by the 
Latin writers". In the council of Placentia, his 
ambaffadors had folicited a moderate fuccour, 
perhaps of ten thoufand foldicrs: but he was 
aftonifhed by the approach of fo many potent 
chiefs and fanatic nations. The emperor fludu- 
ated between hope and fear, between timidity 
and courage; but in the crooked policy which 
he miflook for wifdom , I cannot believe, I can- 
not difeern , that he malicioufly confpired againft 
the life or honour of the French heroes. The 
promifeuous multitudes of Peter the hermit, were 
favage beafts, alike deftitute of humanity and 
reafon : nor was it pofPible for A lexius to prev'ent or 
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deplore their deftruclion. The troops of Godfrey 
and his peers were Icfs contemptible , but not 
lefs fufpicious , to, the Greek emperor. Their 
motiv’^es might be pure and pious ; but he was 
equally alarmed by his knowledge of the ambi- 
tious Bohemond and his ignorance of the Tranf- 
alpine chiefs: the courage of the French was 

blind and headftrong; they might be tempted by 
the luxury and we.alth of Greece, and elated by 
the view and opinion of their invincible ftrength ; 
and Jerufalem might be forgotten in the profpecfl: 
of Conftantinople. After a long march and pain- 
ful abflinencc , the troops of Godfrey encamp- 
ed in the plains of Thrace; they heard with in- 
dignation, that their brother, the count of Ver- 
mandois, was imprifoned by the Greeks; and 
their reludlant duke was compelled to indulge 
them in fome freedom of retaliation and rapine. 
They were appeafed by the fubmiffion of Alexius; 
he promifed to fupply their camp ; and as they 
refufed in the midft of winter, to pafs the Bof- 
phorus , their quarters were afligned among the 
gardens and palaces on the Ihores of that narrow 
fea. But an incurable jealoufy Bill rankled in 
the minds of the two nations , who defpifed each 
other, as flaves and Barbarians. Ignorance is the 
ground of fufpicion , and fufpicion was inflamed 
into daily provocations : prejudice is blind , hun- 
ger is deaf; and Alexius is accufed of a defign 
to ftarve or aflault the Latins in a dangerous poll:, 
on all fides encompaffed with the waters 
Godfrey fou.nded his trumpets, burft the net, 
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overfpread the plain, and infulted the fuburbs: 
but the gates of Conftantinople were ftrongly 
fortified; the ramparts were ilined with archers; 
and after a doubtful conflidl, both parties liftened 
to the voice of peace and religion. The gifts 
and promifes of the emperor infenfibly foothed 
the fierce fpirit of the weftern ftrangers; as a 
Chriftian warrior , he rekindled their zeal for the 
profecution of their holy enterprife, which he en- 
gaged to fecond with his troops and treafures. On 
the return of fpring, Godfrey was perfuaded to 
occupy a pleafant and plentiful camp in Afia; and 
ho fooner had he pafTed the Bofphorus , than the 
Greek vefTels were fuddenly recalled to the opp- 
ofite fhore. The fame policy was repeated 
with the fucceeding chiefs, who were fwayed by 
the example , and weakened' by the departure , 
of their foremoft companions. By his (kill and 
diligence, Alexius prevented the union of any 
two of the confederate armies at the fame mo- 
fnent under the walls of Conftantinople ; and 
before the feaft of the Pentecoft not a Latin pil« 
grim was left on the coaft of Europe. 

The fame arms which threatened Europe, 
ihight deliver Afia, and repel the Turks from 
the neighbouring Ihores of the Bofphorus and 
Hellefpont. The fair provinces from Nice to 
Antioch were the recent patrimony of the Roman 
emperor ; and his ancient and perpetual claim 
ftill embraced the kingdoms of Syria -and Egypt. 
In his enthufiafm , Alexius indulged, or aflfedled^ 
the ambitious hope of leading his new <dlies to 



Digitized by Google 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 279 



fubvert the thrones of the Eaft: but the calmer 
dictates of rcafon and temper dilTuadcd him from 
. cxpo.fing his royal perfon to the faith of un- 
• known and lawlefs Barbarians, His prudence , 
or his pride , was content with extorting from 
the French princes an oath of homage and fidelity, 
and a folemn promife, that they would either 
reftore, or hold, their Afiatic conquefts, as the 
humble and loyal vaffals of the Roman empire. 
Their independent fpirit was fired at the qicn- 
tion of this foreign and voluntary fcrvitude: 
they fucceflively yielded to the dextrous appli- 
cation of gifts and flattery; and the firft pro- 
felites became the moft eloquent and effedlual 
miflionaries to multiply the companions of their 
fhame. The pride of Hugh of Vermandois was 
foothed by the honours of his captivity; and in 
the brother of the French king , the example of 
fubmillion- was prevalent and weighty. In the 
mind of Godfrey of Bouillon every human con- 
fideration was fubordinate to the glory of God 
and the fuccefs of the crufadc. He had firmly 
refifted the temptations of Bohemond and Ray. 
mond , who urged the attack and conqueft 
of Conftantinople. Alexius efteemed his vir- 
tues , defervedly named him the champion of the 
empire, and dignified his homage with the filial 
name and the rites of adoption The hateful 
Bohemond was received as a true and ancient 
ally ; and if the emperor reminded him of former 
hoflilities, it was only to praife the valour that 
he had difplaycd, and the glory that he had 

T 4 



CHAP. 

LVIII 



Digitized by Coogle 



7 



280 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A i\ acquired, in the fields of Durazzo and LarifTa. 

Lvm. The fon of Gnifcard was lodged and enter- 
tained, and fervcd with Imperial pomp: one 
day , as he paffed through the gallery of the • 
palace , a door was carelefsly left open to expofe 
a pile of gold and filvcr, of filk and gems, of 
curious and cofUy furniture , that was heaped in 
feeming diforder, from the floor to the roof of 
the chamber. “ AVhat conqucfts,” exclaimed the 
^ ambitious mifer, “might not be atchieved by 
“ tfie poITeflion of fuch a trcafure ? ” “ It is your 
“ own ,” replied a Greek attendant who watched 
the motions of his foul; and Bohemond, after 
fome hditation , condefcendcd to accept this 
magnificent prefent. The Norman was flattered 
by the afi'urance of an independent principality, 
and Alexius eluded, rather than denied, his 
daring demand of the office of great domeflic, or 
general, of the Eaft. The two Roberts, the 
fon of the conqueror of England, and the kinf- 
man of three queens boweil in their turn be- 
fore the Byzantine throne. A private letter of 
Stephen of Chartres attcfls his admiration of the 
emperor, the mofl excellent and liberal of men, 
who taught him to believe that he was a favour- 
ite , and promifetl to educate and eftablilh his 
youngeft fon. In his fouthern province, the 
count of St. Giles and Tholoufe faintly recognized 
the fupremacy of the king of France , a prince 
of a foreign nation and language. At the head 
of an hundred thoufmd men, he declared, that 
he was thn foldicr and fervant of Chrift alone , 
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and that the Greek might be fatificd with an 
equal treaty of alliance and friendflnp. His ob- 
ftinate refillancc enhanced the value and the price 
of his fubmiflion ; and he flione , fays the prin- 
cefs Anne, among the Barbarians, as the fun 
amidft the ftars of heaven. His difguft of the 
noife and infolcnce of the French, his fufpicions 
of the defigns of Bohemond, the emperor im- 
parted to his faithful Raymond ; and that aged 
flatefman might clearly difeern, that however 
falfe in friendfliip, he was fincere in his enmity 
The fpirit of chivalry was laft fubdued in the 
perfon of Taacred; and none could deem them- 
felves didionoured by the imitation of that gal- 
lant knight. He difdained the gold and flattery 
of the Greek monarch ; aflaulted in his prefence 
an infolent patrician; efcaped to Alia in the 
habit of a private foldier ; and yielded with a 
figh to the authority of Bohemond and the in- 
terell of the Chriflian caufe. The bell and mofl 
oftenfible rcafon was the impollibility of palling 
the fea and accomplifliing their vow, without 
the licence and the vefl'els of Alexius; but they 
theriflied a fecret hope, that as foon as they trod 
the continent of Afia, their fwords would obli- 
terate their fliame, and dilTolve the engagement, 
which on his fide might not be very faithfully 
performed. The ceremony of their homage was 
grateful to a people who had long fince con- 
lidcred pride as the fubftitute of power. High 
on his throne, the emperor fat mute and im- 
moveable : his majelly was adored by the Latin 
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princes; and they fubmitted to kifs either his feet 
or his knees, an indignity which their own 
writers are alhamed to confefs and unable to 
deny 

Private or public intereft fupprefTed the mur- 
murs of the dukes and counts ; but a French 
baron ( he is fuppofed to be Robert of Paris ) 
prefumed to afcend the throne, and to place him- 
felf by the fide of Alexius. The fage reproof of 
Baldwin provoked him to exclaim , in his bar- 
barous idiom, “Who is this ruflic, that keeps 
“ his feat, while fo many valiant captains arc 
“ ftanding round him?” The emperor main- 
tained his filence, diffembled his indignation, 
and queftioned his interpreter concerning the 
meaning of the words, which be partly fufpeded 
from the univerfal language of gefture and coun- 
tenance. Before the departure of- the pilgrims , 
he endeavoured to learn the name and condition 
of the audacious baron. “ I am a Frenchman ”, 
replied Robert, “of the pureft and raoft ancient 
“ nobility of my country. All that I know is, 
“ that there is a church in my neighbourhood 
“ the refort of thofe who are defirous of ap- 
“ proving their valour in fingle combat. Till 
“ an enemy appears, they addrefs their prayers 
“ to God and his faints. That church I have 
“ frequently vifited, but never have I found an 
“ antagonift who dared to accept my defiance. ” 
Alexius difmiffed the challenger with fome 
prudent advice for his condud in the Turkifh 
warfare; and hiftory repeats with pleafure this 
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lively example of the manners of his age and c h a f, 
country, iviii. 

The conqueft of Afia was undertaken and Their rcvirw^ 
atchieved by Alexander, with thirty- five thou- 
fand Macedonians and Greeks^*; and his befl May. 
hope was in the ftrength and difcipline of his 
‘phalanx of infantry. The principal force of the 
cjufaders confifted in their cavalry ; and when 
that force was muftered in the plains of Bithynia, 
the knights and their martial attendants on horfe. 
back amounted to one hundred thoufand fight- 
ing men, completely armed with the helmet and 
coat of mail. The value of thefe foldiers de- 
ferved a ftridl and authentic account; and the 
flower of European chivalry might furnifli , in a 
firll effort , this formidable body of heavy horfe. 

A part of the infantry might be enrolled for the 
ifervice of fcouts , pioneers, and aj[;ihers; but 
the promifcuous crowd were loft in their >own 
diforder; and we depend not on the eyes or 
knowledge, but on the belief and fancy, of a 
chaplain of count Baldwin % in the eftimate of 
fix hundred thoufand pilgrims able to bear arms , 
befides the priefts and monks , the women and 
children, of the Latin camp. The reader ftarts; 
and before he is recovered from his furprife , 1 fliall 
add , on the fame teftimony , that if j>ll who 
took the crofs hac^ accomplifhed their vow, ^ 
above six millions would have migrated from 
. Europe to Afia. Under this opprcfllon of faith, I 
I derive fomc relief from a more fagacious and 
thinking 'writer”, who> after the fame revle-vy 
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0 H A i>. of the cavaliy, accufes the credulity of the pried 
LViii. of Chartres, and even doubts whether the CifaL 
pine regions { in the geography of a Frenchman ) 
were fufficient to produce and pour forth fuch 
incredible multitudes. The coolcft fcepticifm 
will remember , that of thefe religious, volunteers 
great numbers never beheld Conftantinople and* 
Nice. Of enthufiafm the influence is irregular 
and tranfient: many were detained at home by 
icafon or cowardice, by poverty or weaknefs ; and 
many were rcpulfed by the obftacles of the way, the 
more infuperable as they were unforefeen to thefe 
ignorant fanatics, d he favage countries of Hungary 
and Bulgaria were whitened with their bones; their 
vanguard was cut in pieces by the Turkilh fultan ; 
and the lofs of the firft; adventure by the fword, 
or climate, or fatigue, has already been dated 
at three hundred thoufand men*. Yet the my- 
riads that furvived, that marched, that prefled 
forwards on the holy pilgrimage, were a fubjedl 
of adoniflrment to themfelves and to the Greeks, 
d he copious energy of her language finks under 
the cflorts of the princefs Anne : the images 
of locufts, of leaves and flowers, of the fands 
of the fea , or the flars of heaven, imperfedtly, 
reprefent what fire had feen and heard; and the 
daughter of Alexius exclaims , that Europe was 
loofened from its foundations , and hurled againft 
‘ Afui. The ancient hods of Darius and Xerxes 
labour under the fame doubt of a vague and in- 
definite magnitude ; but I am inclined to believe, 
that a larger number has never been contained 
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Avlthiii the lines of a fingle camp than at the 
fiepe of Nice, the firft operation of the Latin 
princes. Their motives, their characters, and 
their arms, have been already difplayed. Of 
their troops , the moft numerous portion were 
natives of France : the l ow Countries, the banks 
of the Rhine, and Apulia, fent a powerful re- 
ruforcement : fome bands of adv enturers . were 
dr.awn from Spain, Lombardy, and England 
and from the diftant bogs and mountains of 
Ireland or Scotland iffued fome naked and 
favage fanatics, ferocious at home but unwarlike 
abroad. Had not fuperflition condemned the 
facrilegious prudence of depriving the pooreil or 
wcakeft Chridian of the merit of the pilgrimage, 
the ufelefs crowd, with mouths, but without 
hands might have been ftationed in the Greek em- 
pire , till their companions had opened and fecur- 
ed the way of the Lord. A fmall remnant of the 
pilgrims, who pafTed the Bofphorus, was permit- 
ted to vifit the holy fepnlchre. ''I heir northern 
conftitution was fcorchcd by the rays , and in- 
fetded by the vapours, of a Synian fun. They 
confumed , with heedlefs prodigality, their ftorcs 
of water and provifion: their numbers exhauflcd 
the inland country ; the fea was remote , the 
Greeks were unfriendly, and the Chriflians of 
every feci fled before the voracious and cruel r.a- 
pine of their brethren. In the dire neccfllty of 
famnie , they fometimes roafled and devoured tlic 
flefh of their infant or adult captives. Among the 
Turks and Saracens, the idolaters of Europe. 
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were rendered more odious by the name and re. 
putation of cannibals: the fpies who introduced 
themfelves into the kitchen of Bohemond, were 
fhewn feveral human bodies turning on the fpit; 
and the artful Norman encouraged a report, which 
encreafed at the fame time the abhorrence and the 
terror of the infidels 

I have expatiated with pleafure on the firft 
ftcps'of the crufaders, as they paint the man. 
ners and charadcr of Europe : but I fliall abridge 
the tedious and uniform narrative of their blind 
atchievements , which were performed by ftrength 
and are deferibed by ignorance. From their firft 
ftation in the neighbourhood of Nicomedia, they 
advanced in fiiccellive divifions; palled the con* 
traded limit of the Greek empire; opened a road 
through the hills , and commenced by the fiege 
of his capital , their pious warfare againft the 
Turkifli fultan. His kingdom of Roum extended 
from the Hellefpont to the confines of Syria , and 
barred the pilgrimage of Jerufalem : his name was 
Kilidge - Arflan, or Soliman of the race of 
Seljuk, and fon of the firft conqueror; and in 
the defence of a land which the Turks confidered 
as their own, he deferved the praife of his enemies, 
by whom alone he is known to pofterity. Yielding 
to the firft impulfe of the torrent, he dcpofited 
his family and treafure in Nice ; retired to the 
mountains with fifty thoufand horfe; and twice 
defeended to alTault the camps or quarters of the 
Chriftian befiegers , which formed an imperfedl 
circle of above fix miles. The lofty and folid 
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walls of Nice were covered by a deep ditch , and chap. 
flanked by three hundred and feventy towers; LViil. 
and on the verge of Chriflendom , the Moflcms 
were trained in arms and inflamed by religion. 

Before this city, the French princes occupied their 
fbtions, and profecuted their attacks without cor- 
refpondence or fubordination : emulation prompt- 
ed their valour; but their valour was fullied by 
, cruelty, and their emulation degenerated into envy 
and civil difcord. In the fiegeofNice, the arts 
and engines of antiquity were employed by the i 
Latins; the mine and the battering-ram, the 
tortoife , and the belfrey or moveable turret , 
artificial fire, and the catapult and balijl, the fling, 
and the crofs-bow for the calling of Hones and 
darts In the fpace of feven weeks , much 
labour and blood were expended , and fome 
progrefs , efpecially by count Raymond , was 
made on‘the fide of the befiegers. But the Turks » 

could portradl their refillance and fecure their 
efcape, as long as they were mailers of the lake ** ' 

Afcanius , which flretches feveral miles to the 
weflward of the city. The means of conqueft 
were fupplied by the prudence and indullry of 
Alexius ; a great number of boats was tranfported 
on fledges from the fea to the lake; they were ^ 

flllod with the moll dextrous of his archers; the 
flight of the fultana was intercepted ; Nice was 
inv'elled by land and water; and a Greek emilfary 
perfuaded the inhabitants to accept his mailer’s 
protedion, and to fave themfelvcs, by a timely 
furrender, from the rage of die favages of Europe. 
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In the moment of vi dory, or at lead of hope, 
the crufaclers , thiiding for blood and plunder , 
were awed by the Imperial banner that dreamed 
from the citadel; and Alexius guarded with jealous 
vigilance this important conqueft. The murmurs 
of the chiefs were ftifled by honour or interefl; ; 
and after an halt of nine days, they directed their 
march towards Phrygia under the guidance of a 
Greek general , whom they fufpeeTied of a fecret • 
connivance with the fultan. The confort and the 
principal fervants of Soliman had been honourably 
reftored without ranfom; and the emperor’s gene- 
rofity to the mifcrcants ” w'as interpreted as treafon 
to the Chriftian caufe. 

Soliman was rather provoked than difmayed by 
the lofs of his capital : he admonilhed his fubjedts 
and allies of this ftrange invafion of the weftern 
Barbarians; the Turkifli emirs obeyed the call 
of loyalty or religion ; the Turkman hords encamp-^ 
ed round his ftandard; and his whole force is 
loofely ftated by the Chriftians at two hundred , 
or ev'en three hundrecLand fixty , thoufand horfe. 

Yet he patiently waited till they had left behind 
them the fea and the Greek frontier; and hover- 
ing on the flanks , obferved their carelefs and 
confident progrefs in two columns beyond the 
view of each other. Some miles before they could 
reach Doryl?eum in Phrygia , the left , and leaft 
numerous , divifion was furprifed, and attafcked , 
and almoR; opprefTcd, by the Turkifh cavalry**. 

The heat of the weather, the clouds of arrows, . 
and the barbarous onfet , overwhelmed the 

crufaders ; 
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crufaders; .they loft their order and confidence, and 
the fainting fight was fuftained by the perfonal 
valour, rather than by the military conduct, of 
Bohemond , Tancied,and Robert of Normandy. 
They M'^ere revived by the welcome banners of 
duke Godfrey , who flew to their fuccour with 
the count of Vermandois , and fixty thoufand 
horfe ; and was followed by Raymond of Tho- 
loufe , the bifliop of Puy, and the remainder of 
the facred army. Without a moment’s paufe , they 
formed in new order, and advanced to a fecond 
battle. They were received with equal refolution; 
and , in their common difdain for the unwarlike 
people of Greece and Alia, it was coufelFed on, 
both fides , that the Turks and the Franks were 
the only nations entitled to the appellation of 
, foldiers Their encounter was varied and 
balanced by the contraft of arms and difeiplirte; 
of the dired charge, and wheeling evolutions ; of 
the couched lance, and the brandifhed javelin; 
of a weighty broad -fword, and a crooked fabre; 
of cumbrous armour, and thin flowing robes; 
and of the long Tartar bow, and the u>balijl or 
crofs-bow, a deadly weapon, yet unknown to 
the Orientals As long as the horfes were frelh 
and the quivers full , Soliman maintained the 
advantage of the day ; and four thoufand Chriftians 
were pierced by the Turkifh arrows. * In the 
evening, fwiftnefs yielded to ftrength; on either 
Tide, the numbers were equal, or at Icaft as great 
as any ground could h^old, or any generals could 
manage; but in turning the hills, the laftdivifion 
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of iLayniond and hie prooi:n.iah was led , perhaps 
wiLhout defign, on the rear of an exhaufted enemy ; 
and t!ie long conteft was determined. Befides a 
nanicL-fs and unaccounted multitude, three tliou- 
faiid Pagan knights were flain in the battle and 
purfuit; the camp of Soliman was pillaged; and 
in the variety of precious fpoil , the curiofity of 
the Latins was amufed with foreign arms and 
apparel, and the new afpedl of dromedaries and 
camels. The importance of the vidory was 
proved by the hafly retreat of thcfultan : referving 
ten thoufand guards of the relics of his army , 
Soliman evacuated the kingdom of Roum, and 
haflened to implore the aid , and kindle the 
refentment , of his Eaftern brethren. In a march 
of Hve hundred miles, the crufaders traverfed the 
LeOTer Afia , through a wafted land and deferted 
towns , without finding either a friend or an 
enemy. The geographer may trace the pofition 
of Dorylyeunv, Antioch of Pifidia, Iconium , 
Archelais , and Germanicia , and may compare 
thofe claftic appellations with the modern names 
of Efkiftiehr the old city , Akfhehr the white 
city, Cogni, Erekli, and IMaralh. As the pilgrims 
palfed over a defert, where a draught of water is 
exchanged for fdver , they were tormented by 
intolerable thirft; and on the banks of the firll 
rivulet, their hafte and intemperance were ftill 
more pernicious to the diforderly throng. They 
climbed with toil and danger the fteep and flippery 
fides of mount Taurus: nymy of the foldiers caft 
away their arms to fecure their footfteps ; and 
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had not t;?rror preceded their van, the long and c ii A p. 
trembling file might have been driven down the Lvill. 
precipice by an handful ofref">l jte enemies. Two 
of their moft refpedable chiefs , the duke of 
Lorraine and the count of Tholoufe, were carried 
in litters: Raymond was railed, as it is faid by 
miracle, from an hopelefs malady ; and Godfrey 
had been torn by a bear, as he purfued that rough 
and peailous chace in the mountains of Pifidia. 

To improve the general confteniation , the B»id«vin 
coufin of Bohemond and the brother of Godfrey 
were detached from the main army with their ofEdeffa^ 
refpeJlive fipiadrons of fiv'e , and of feven , hundred 
knights. They over - ran in a rapid career the 
hills and fea-coaft of Cilicia, from Cogni to the 
Syrian gates: the Norman ftandard wasfirft planted 
on the walls of Tarfus and Malmiflra; but the 
proud injuftice of Baldwin at length provoked the 
patient and generous Italian: and they turned 
their confecrated fwords againft each other in a 
private and profane quarrel. Honour was the 
motive, and fame the reward , of, Tancred; but 
fortune fmiled on the more felfifli enterprife of his 
rival **. He was called to the affiftance of a Greek 
or Armenian tyrant, who had been fuffered under 
the Turkifh yoke to reign over the Chriftians of 
Edeffa. Baldwin accepted the •charadler of his 
fon and charnpion ; but no fooner was he introduced 
into the city, than he inflamed the people to the 
maflacre of his father , occupied the throne and 
treafure, extended his conquefts over the hills of 
Armenia and the plain of .Mefopotamia , and 
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founded the firft principality of the Franks or 
Latins, which fubfifted fifty -four years beyond 
the Euphrates 

Before the Franks could enter Syria, the fum-* 
mer , and even the autumn , were completely 
.wafted : the fiege of Antioch , or the reparation 
and rcpofe of the army during the winter feafon, 
was ftrongly debated in their council: the love 
of arms and the holy fepulchre urged ^^em to 
advance; and reafon perhaps was on the fide of 
refolution > fince every hour of delay abates the 
fame and force of the invader, and.^ukiplies the 
refources of defenfiv'e war. The capital of Syria . 
was protedled by the river Orontes; and the ircn 
bridge y of nine arches, derives its name from the 
malTy gates of the two towers which are conftrucled 
at either end. They were opened by the fword 
of the duke of Normandy: his vidory gave 

entrance to three hundred thoufand crufaders , an 
account which may allow fome fcope for Ioffes 
and defcrtion , but which clearly deteds much ' 
exaggeration in the review of Nice. In the 
defeription of Antioch it is not eafy to define 
a middle term between her ancient magnificence, ' 
under the fucceffors of Alexander and Augufius, 
and the modern afped of Turkifh defolation. The 
Tetrapolis," or four cities, if they retained their 
name and pofition , muft have left a large yacuity 
in . a circumference of twelve miles ; and that 
meafure, as well as the number of four hundred 
towers, are not perfedly confiftent with the five 
gates, fo often mentioned in the hiftory of the 
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fiege. Yet Antioch mufl have ftill flourifhed as a chap. 
' great and populous capital. At the head of the iviH- 
'J urkilh emirs, Baghifian, a veteran chief, com- 
manded in the place: his garrifon was compofed 
of fix or feven thoufand horfe, and fifteen or 
twenty thoufand foot : one hundred thoufand 

INloflems are faid to have fallen by the fword ; 
and their numbers were probably inferior to the 
Greeks, Armenians, and Syrians, who had been 
no more than fourteen years the flaves of the 
lioufe of Seljuk. From the remains of a folid and 
ftately wall, it appears to have arifen to the height 
of threefcore feet in the vallies; and wherever 
lefs art and labour had been applied, the ground 
was fuppofed to be defended by the river, the 
morafs , and the mountains. Notwithftanding 
thefe fortifications, the city had been repeatedly 
taken by the Perfians,' the Arabs, the Greeks, 

^nd the Turks ; fo large a circuit muft have yielded 
many pervious points of attack ; and in a fiege 
that was formed about the middle of Odober, 
the vigour of the execution could alone juftify 
the boldnefs of the attempt. Whatever ftrength 
and valour could perform in the field was abundantly 
difeharged by the champions of the erpfs: in the ‘ 
frequent occafions of fallies ,of forage , of the attack 
and defence of convoys, they were often vidorious ; 
and we can only complain, that their exploits 
are fometimes enlarged beyond the fcale of pro- 
bability and truth. The fword of Godfrey “ 
divided a Turk from the flioulder to the haunch; 
and one half of the infidel fell to the ground,, 
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CHAP, while the other was tranfported by his horfe to 
iviii. the city gate. As Robert of Normandy rode 
againft his antagonift, “I devote thy bead,” he 
pioufly exclaimed, “to the dxmons of hell; ” and 
tliat head was inffantly cloven to the breaft by 
, the refiftlefs flroke of his dtfccndlng faulcbion. 
Blit the reality or the report of fuch gigantic 
prowefs ” ravift have taught the Moflems to keep 
within their walls; and againft thofe walls of 
eartli or ftone, the fword and the lance were 
unavailing weapons. In the flow and fucceflive 
labours of a fiege , the crufaders were fnpine and 
ignorant, without /kill to contrive, or money to 
purchafc, or induftry to ufe, the artificial engines 
and implements of alTault, In the conqueft of 
Nice, they had been powerfully affifted by the 
wealth and knowledge of the Greek emperor: 
his abfence was poorly fupplicd by fomc Genoefe 
and Pifan vefiels, that were attradled by religion 
or trade to the coaft of Syria: the ftores were 
fcanty, the return precarious, and the commu* 
ideation difficult and dangerous. Indolence or 
weaknefs had prevented the Franks from inverting 
the entire circuit; and the perpetual freedom of 
two gates relieved the wants and recruited the 
garrifon of the city. At the end of feven months, 
after the ruin of their cavalry, and an enormous 
lofs by famine, defertion , and fatigue, the 
progrefs of the crufaders was imperceptible ,‘ and 
their' fuccefs remote , if the Latin .Ulyftes, the 
artful and ambitious Bohemond , had not employed 
the arms of cunning and deceit. The Chrilliaos 
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of Antioch were numerous and difcontented : 
Pbirouz, a. Syrian renegado, had acquired the 
favour of the emir and the command oPthree 
towers ; and the merit of his repentance difguifed 
to the l.atins, and perhaps to himfdf, the foul 
defign of perfidy and treafon. A fecret cor- 
' refpondence , for their mutual interefl, was foon 
eftablifhed between Phirouz and the prince of 
Tarento; and Boliemond declared in the council 
of the chiefs, that he could deliver the city into 
their hands. But he claimed the fovereignty of 
Antioch as the reward of his fcrvice; and the 
propofal which had been rejeded by the envy, 
was at length e?<torted from the diftrefs , of his 
equals. The nodurnal furprife was executed by 
the French and Norman princes, who afeended 
in perfon the fcaling - ladders that were thrown 
from the walls:, their new profelyte, after the 
murder of his too fcrupulous brother, embraced 
and introduced the fervants of Chrift; the army 
rufhed through the gates ; and the Moflems foort 
found , that .although mercy was hopelefs , refift- 
ance was impotent. But the citadel ftill refufed 
to furrender; and the vidors themfelves were 
fpeedily encompaffed and befieged by the innu- 
merable 'forces of Kerboga , prince of Moful , 
who, with twenty-eight Turkifli emirs, advanced 
to the deliverance of Antioch. Five- and^ twenty 
days the Chriftians fpent on the verge of 
deftrudion ; and the proud lieutenant of the 
caliph and the fultan left them only the choice 
of fervitude or death In this extremity they 
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CHAP, colledled the relics of their ftrength , falllcd from 
T.viii. the town, and in a fingle memorable day anni- 

vi.toryof hllatcd or difperfed the hoft of Turks and 

A. 1). icys, ’Arabians, which they might fafely report to have 
June 18. conhfted of fix humired thoufand men Their 
fnpernatural allies I fhall proceed to confidcr: the 
human caufes of the vidory of Antioch were the 
fcarlefs defpair of the Franks; and the furprife , 
thedifcord, perhaps the errors, of their unlkiJful 
and prefumptuous adverfaries. The battle i> 
defcribed with as much diforder as it was fought; 
but we may obferve the tent of Kerboga , a 
^ moveable and fpacious palace, enriched with the 
luxury of Afia , and capable of holding above 
two thoufand perfons; we may diflinguifli his 
three thoufand guards , who were cafcd , the horfcs 
as well as the men, in complete fteel. 

Their famine In the eveiitful period of the fiege and defence 
aiui chftrefs of Antioch , the crufaders were alternately eicalted 

at .Vouoch. . . . . - 

by vjcTiory or funk in defpair; either fwelled with 
plenty or emaciated with hunger. A fpeculative • 
reafoner might fuppofe , that their faith had a 
flrong and ferious influence on their practice; and 
‘ « that the foldiers of the crofs, the deliverers of the 
holy fcpulchre, prepared thcmfelves by a fober 
and virtuous life for the daily contemplation of 
• martyrdom. Experience blows away this charitable 
illufion : and feldom does the hiflory of profane 
war difplay fuch fcenes of intemperance and 
proftitution as were exhibited under the walls 
of Antioch. . The grove of Daphne no longer 
flpuriflied; but tlje Syrian air was ftill impregnated 
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■with the liime vices; the Chriftians were feduced 
by every, temptation ” that nature either prompt*? 
or reprobates ; the authority of the chiefs was 
defpifed ; and fermons and edidls were alike 
fruiclefs againft thofe fcandalous diforders, not 
Icfs pernicious to military difcipline, than repugnant 
to evangelic purity. In the lirft d.ays of the fiege 
and the pofTellion of Antioch , the Franks confnmcd 
with wanton and thoughtlefs prodigality the frugal 
fubfiftence of weeks and months : the defolate 
country no longer yielded a fupply; and from 
that country they were at length excluded by the 
arms of the befieging Turks. Difeafe , the faithful 
companion of want, was envenomed by the rains 
of the winter, the fummer heats , unwholefome 
food, and the clofe imprifonment of multitudes. 
1 he pidures of famine and peflilence are always 
the fame, and always difguflful; and our imagin- 
ation may fuggeft the nature of their fufferings 
and their- refources. The remains of treafure or 
fpoil were eagerly lavilhed in the purchafe of the 
vileft nourifliment; and dreadful muff ha\ e been 
the calamities of the poor, fince, after paying 
three marks of filver for a goat and fifteen for a 
lean camel the count of Flanders was reduced 
to beg a dinner, and duke Godfrey to borrow an 
horfe. Sixty thoufand horfes had been reviewed 
in the camp : before the end of the fiege they 

were diminiflied to two thoufand, and fcarccly 
two hundred fit for fervice could be miifiered on 
the day of battle. Weaknefs of body, and terror 
of mind, extinguilhed the ardent enthufiafm of 
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CHAP, the pilgrims ; and every motive of honour and 
tviii. religion was fubducd by the defire of life 

Among the chiefs, three heroes may be found 
without fear or reproach: Godfrey of Bouillon 
was fupported by his magnanimous piety ; Bohe- 
* mond by ambition and intereft; and 7’ancred 
declared, in the true fpirit of chivalry, that as 
long as he was at the head of forty knights, he 
would never relipquidi the enterprifd of Palefline. * 
But the count of Tholoufe and Provence was 
fulpeded of a voluntary indifpofition ; the duke 
of Normandy was recalled from the fea-fhore by 
the cenfures of the church; Hugh the Great, 
though he led the vanguard of the battle , embraced 
an ambiguous opportunity of returning to Fiance; 
and Stephen count of Chartres bafely deferted 
the ftandard which he bore , and the council in 
which he prefided. The foldiers were difcouraged 
by the flight of William vifcount of Melun , 
furnamed the Carpenter, from the weighty ftrokes 
of his axe; and the faints were fcandalifed by the 
fall of Peter the Hermit, who, after arming 
^ Europe againft Afia\ attempted to efcape from, 
the penance of a neceflary faft. Of the multitude 
of recreant warriors , the names (fays an hiftorian) 
are blotted from the book of life; and the oppro- 
brious epithet of the rope - dancers was applied 
to the deferters who dropt in the night from the 
walls of Antioch. The emperor Alexius **, who 
feemed to advance to the fuccour of the Latins , 
was difmayed by the aflurance of their hopelefs 
condition. They expeded their fate in filent 
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defpair; oaths and puniflimcnts were tried without chap. 
effedl ; and to roufe the foldicrs to the defence of Lvtil. 
the walls, it was found neceffary to fet fire to 
their quarters. 

For their falvation and vidlory , they were of 
indebted to the fame fanaticifm which had led 
them to the brink of ruin. In fuch a caufe , and 
in fuch an army, vifions, prophecies, and miracles, 
were frequent and familiar. In the diflrefs of 
Antioch j they were repeated with unufual energy 
and fnccels : St. Ambrofe had alTured a pious 
ecclefiaftic , that two years of trial mull precede 
the feafon of deliverance and grace ; the defertcrs 
were flopped by the prefence and reproaches of 
Chrifl; himfelf; the dead had promifed to arifc 
and ct^bat with their brethren; the Virgin had 
obtained the pardon of their fins ; and dr ir 
confidence was revived by a vifible fign, the 
feafonable and fplendid difcovery of the HOLV 
LANCE. The policy of their chiefs has on this 
occafion been admired , and might furely be 
cxcufed ; but a pious fraud is feldom produced 
by the cool confpiracy of many perfons; and a 
voluntary impoftor might depend on the fupport 
of the wife and the credulity of the people. Of 
the diocefe of Marfeilles , there was a priefl of 
low cunning and loofe manners, and his name 
was Peter Bartholemy. He prefented himfelf at 
the door of the council -chamber, to difclofe an 
apparition of St. Andrew, which bad been thrice 
reitcr.ated in his ficep, with a dreadful menace, if 
he prefumed to fupprefs the commaitds of heaven. 
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CHAP. At Antioch , ” laid the apoftle, “in the church 
LViii. “ of my brother St. Peter, near the high altar, 

“ is concealed the fteel head of the lance that 

» 

“ pierced the fide of our Redeemer. In three 
“ days, that inftrument of eternal, and now of • 
“ temporal, falvation , will be manifefted to his 
“ difciples. Search and ye fliall find : bear it 

“ aloft in battle ; and that myftic weapon fhall 
“ penetrate the fouls of the mifcreants.” The 
pope’s legate , the bifliop of Puy , affeded to 
liften with coldnefs and diftruft; but the* revelation 
was eagerly accepted by count Raymond, whom 
his faithful fubjeCl, in the name of the apoftle, 
had chofen for the guardian of the holy lance. 

'^I he experiment was refolved; and on the third 
day, after a due preparation of prayer and ttling , 
the prieft of JVIarfeilles introduced twelv^e trufty 
fpedators, among whom were the count*and his 
chaplain ; and the church - doors were barred 
againft the impetuous multitude. The ground 
was opened in the appointed place; but the 
workmen, who relieved each other, dug to the 
depth of twelve feet without difcovering the objed 
of their fearch. In the evening , when count 
Raymond had withdrawn to his poft , and the 
weary afliftants began to murmur, Bartholemy, 
inhisfhirt, and without his flioes, boldly defcended , 
into the pit; the darknefs of the hour and of ,, 
the place enabled him to fecrete and depofit the 
head of a Saracen lance; and the firft found, 

• the firft gleam, of the fteel, was faluted with a 
devout rapture. The holy lance was drawn from 
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its recefs, wrapt in a veil of filk and gold, and 
expofed to the veneration of the crufaders; their 
anxious fufpenfe burft forth in a general fliout of 
joy and hope, and the defponding troops were 
again inflamed with the enthufiafm of valour. 
Whatever had been the arts, and whatever might 
be the fentiments of the chiefs, they fkilfully 
improved this fortunate revolution by every aid 
that difeipline and devotion could afford. The 
foldiers were difmiffed to their quarters with an 
injundlion to fortify their minds and bodies for 
the approaching conflicfl , freely to beftow their 
lafl: pittance on themfelves and their hqrfes, and 
to expe<fl with the dawn of day the fignal of 
victory. On the feflival of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
the gates of Antioch were thrown open ; a marti.al 
pfalm , “Let the Lord arife , and let his enemies 
“ be fcattered!” was ebaunted by a procefllon of 
priefts and monks; the battle array was marflialled 
in twelve divifions , in honour of the twelve 
apoltles; and the holy lance, in the abfence of 
Raymond , was entrufted to the hands of his 
chaplain. The influence of this relic or trophy 
was felt by the fervants , and perhaps by the 
enemies, of Chrift and its potent energy was 
heightened by an accident, a ftratagem , or a 
rumour , of a miraculous complexion. Three 
knights, in white garments and refplcndent arms , 
either ilTned , qr feemed to iffue, from the hills: 
the voice of Adhemar, the pope’s legate, pro- 
claimed them as the martyrs St. George , St. 
Theodore, and St. Maurice; the tumult of battle 
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c 0 A P. allowed no time for doubt or fcrutiny; and the 
ivni. welcome apparition dazzled the eyes or the 
imagination of a fanatic army. In the feafon of 
danger and triumph , the revelation of Bartholemy 
of IVlarfeilles was iinanimoufly alTerted; but as 
foon as the temporary fervdce was accomplifhed 
the perfonal dignity and liberal alms which the 
count of Tholoufe derived from the cuftody of 
the holy lance, provoked the envy, and awakened 
the reafon , of his rivals. A Norman clerk pre» 
fumed to fift, with a philofophic fpirit, the truth of 
the legend, the circumftances of the difcovery, 
and the cbar.ider of the prophet; and the pious 
Bohemond afcribcd their deliverance to the merits 
and intercelTion of Chrift alope. For a while , 
the Provincials defended their national palladium 
with clamours and arms; and new vifions con- 
•demned to death and hell the profane fceptics, 
who prefumed to ferutinife the truth and merit 
of the difcovery. The prevalence of incredulity 
compelled the author to fubmithis life and veracity 
to the judgment of God. A pile of dry faggots , 
four feet high, and fourteen long, was ereded 
in the midft of the camp; the flames burnt fiercely 
to the elevation of thirty cubits ; and a narrow 
path of twelve inches was left forjthe perilous 
trial. The unfortunate priefl of Marfeilles traverfed 
the fire with dexterity and fpeed; but his thighs • 
and belly were fcorched by the intenfe heat; he 
expired the next day; and the logic of believing 
minds will pay fome regard to bis dying proteftations 
of innocence and truth. Some efforts were made 
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by the Provincials to fubftitute a crofs , a ring ^ chap. 
or a tabernacle, in the place of the holy lance, lviil 
which foon vaniflied in contempt and oblivion '**. 

Yet the revelation of Antioch i§ gravely afferted 
by fiicceeding hiftorians; and fiich is the progrefs 
of credulity, that miracles , moft doubtful on 
the fpot and at the moment, will be received 
with implicit faith at a convenient diftance of 
time and fpace. 

7 he prudence or fortune of the Franks had 
delayed their invafion till the decline of the Turkilh .ma caliphs 
empire Under the manly government of the Egypt, 
three firft fultans , the kingdoms of Afia were 
united in peace and juflice ; and the innumerable 
armies which they led in perfon were equal in 
courage, and fuperior in difeipline, to the 
Barbarians of the Weft. But at the time of the 
crufade , the inheritance of Malek Shaw was 
difputed by his four fons ; their private ambition 
was infenfible of the public danger; and, in the 
viciflitudes of their fortune , the royal vafTals 
were ignorant, or regardlcfs, of the true objedt 
of their allegiance. The twenty - eight, emirs-, 
who marched with the ftandard of.Kerboga, 
were his rivals or enemies : their hafty levies 

were drawn from the towns and tents of Mefo- 
potamia and Syria; and the Turkilh veterans 
.were employed or confumed in the civil wars ’ 
beyond the Tigris. The caliph of Egypt embraced 
this opportunity of weaknefs and difeord , to 
recover his ancient polTeffions ; and his fultan 
Aphdal befieged Jerufalera and Tyre, expelled 
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CHAP, the children of Ortok , and reftored in Paieftinc 
i.Viil. the civil pnd ecclefiaftical authority of the Fati- 
mites They heard with aftonilhirient of the 
vaft armies of Chriftians that had palTed from 
Europe to Afia, and rejoiced in the fiegfis and 
battles which broke the power of the Turks, the 
adverfaries of their fedt and monarchy. But the 
fame Chriftians were the enemies of the prophet; 
and from the overthrow of Nice and Antioch, 
the motive of their enterprife, which was gradually 
underftood , would urge them forwards to the 
• banks of the Jordan , or perhaps of the Nile. 
An intercourfe of epiftles and embaflies , which 
rofe and fell wish the events of war, was main-. 
. • tained between the throne of Cairo and the camp 

of the Latins; and their adverfe pride was the 
rcfult of ignorance and enthufiafm. The minifters 
of Egypt declared in an haughty, or infinuatcd 
in a milder , tone , that their fovereign , the true 
and lawful commander of the faithful, had refcued 
Jerufalem from the Turkifti yoke; and that the 
pilgrims, if they would div'ide their numbers, 
and lay afide their arms , fliould find a fafe and 
hofpitablt; reception at the fepulchre of Jefus. In 
the belief of their loft condition , the caliph 
Moftali defpifed their arms and imprifoned their 
• deputies : the conqueft and vidtory of Antioch 
prompted him to folicit thofe formidable champions 
with gifts of horfes and filk robes, of vafes, and 
purfes of gold and filver; and in his eftimate of 
their merit or power , the firft place was afligncd 
to Bohemond, and the fecond to Godfrey. In 

either 
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titfier fortune, the anfvver of the crufaders was c il A p* 
firm and uniform : they difdained to enquire into LVlii. 
the private claims or poffellions of the followers 
of Mahomet: whatfoever was his name or nation, 
the ufurper of Jerufilem was their enemy; and 
inffead of prefcribing the mode and terms of 
their pilgrimage , it was only by a timely furrender 
of the city and province, their facred right, that 
he could deferve their alliance, or deprecate their 
impending and irrefiflible attack 

Yet this attack, when they were within 'the neiay of the 
view and reach of their glorious prize, '^as ^ 

fufpended above ten months after the defeat of July — 
Kcrboga. The zeal and courage of the crufaders 
were chilled in the moment of vidtory : and,*'*’ 
inftead of marching to improve the conftcrnation, 
they haftily difperfed to enjoy the luxury, of 
Syria. The caufes of this flrange delay may be 
found in the want of flrcngth and fubordination. 

In the painful and various lervice of Antioch, 
the cavalry was annihilated ; many thoufands of 
every rank had been loft by famine, ficknefs and 
defertion : the fame abufe of plenty had becil 
produdlive of a third famine; and the alternative 
of intemperance and diftrefs, had generated a 
peftilence, which fwept away above fifty thou- 
fand of the pilgrims. Few were able to com- 
mand, and none were willing to obey : the 

domeftic feuds , which had been ftifled by 
common fear, were again renewed in adls , or 
at leaft in fentiments , of hoftility; the fortune 
of Baldwin and Bohcmond excited the envy of 
VoL. X. X 
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their companions; the bravcfl knights were en- 
lifted for the defence^of their new principalities; 
and count Raymond exhaufted his troops and 
treafures in an idle expedition into the heart of 
Syria. The winter was confumed in difeord and 
diforder ; a fenfe of honour and religion was 
rekindled in the fpring; and the private foldiers, 
lefs fufceptible of ambition and jealoufy , awak- 
ened with angry clamours the indolence of their 
chiefs. In the month of May, the relics of this 
mighty hoft proceeded from Antioch to Laodi- 
cea ; about forty thoufand Latins , of whom no 
more than fifteen hundred horfe , and twenty 
thoufand foot, were capable of immediate fervice. 
Their eafy march was continued between mount 
Libanus and the fea - fliore ; their wants were 
liberally fupplied by the coafting traders of 
Genoa and Pifa; and they drew large contribu- 
tions from the emirs of Tripoli , Tyre, Sidon, 
Acre, and Caefarea, who granted a free paflage, 
and promifed to follow the example of Jerufalem. 
From Ciefarea they advanced into the midland 
country ; their clerks recognifed the facred geo- 
graphy of Lydda, Ramla, Emaus, and Bethlem, 
and as foon as they deferied the holy city, the 
crufaders forgot their toils and claimed their re- 
ward 

Jerufalem has derived fome reputation from the 
number and importance of her memorable fieges. 
It was not till after a long and obftinate conteft, 
that Babylon and Rome could prevail againft 
the obCtinacy of the- people » the craggy ground 
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that might fuperfcde the neceffity of fortifieations> chap. 
and the walls and towers that would have fortified Lvili. 
the moll acceflible plain '**. Thefe obftacles were 
diminiflied in the age of the .crufades. The but*' 
warks had been completely deftroyed and imper- 
fedlly reftored : the Jews , their nation and 

worfliip , were for ever banilhed; but nature is 
lefs changeable than man, and the fite of Jerufa- 
1cm, though fomewhat foftened and fomewhat 
removed , was ftill ftrong againft the afTaults of 
an enemy. By the experience of a recent fiege 
and a three years poirelfion , the Saracens of 
Egypt had been taught to difeern, and in fomc 
degree to remedy , the defeds of a place , which ' . 

religion as well as honour forbade them to rcfign. 

Aladin or Iftikhar, the caliph’s lieutenant, was 
entrufted with the defence :>his policy ftrove to v 
reftrain the native Chriflians by the dread of their 
own ruin and that of the holy fepulchrc ; to 
animate the Moflems by the alTurance of temporal 
and eternal rewards. His garrifon is faid to have 
confifled of forty thoufand Turks and Arabiaiis; 
and if he could mufter twenty thoufand of the 
inhabitants, it mull be confelTed that the befieged. 

-were more numerous than the befieging army 
Had the diminiflied ftrength and numbers of the 
Latins allowed them. to grafp the whole circum- 
ference of four thoufand yards (about two Englifli 
miles and an half **'), to what ufeful purpofe 
fhould they have defeended into the valley of 
Ben Himmon and torrent of Cedron , or 
approached the precipices of the South and Eaft, 

X 3 
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X> H A p. from whence they had nothing either to hope of 
iviii. fear ? Tlveir fiege was more rcafonably diredled 
againft the northern and wcftcrn fides of die city. 
Godfrey of BouillQn ereded his ftandard on the 
firft fwell of mount Calvary : to the left , as far 
as St. Stephen’s gate , the line of attack was 
continued by Tancred and the two Roberts; and 
count Raymond eftabliflied’his quarters from the 
citadel to the foot of mount Sion , which was no 
longer included within the precinds of the city. 
On the fifth day, the crufaders made a general 
affault in the fanatic hope of battering down the 
walls without engines, and of fcaling them with- 
out ladders. By the dint of brutal force, they 
. burft the firft barrier, but they were driven back 

with lliame and flaughter to the camp : the 

/ influence of vifion and prophecy was deadened 
by the too frequent abufe of thofc pious ftrata- 
gems ; and time and labour were found to be 
the only means of vidory. The time of the fiege 
w.as indeed fulfilled in forty days, but they were 
forty days of calamity and anguilh. A repetition 
of the old complaint of fkmine may be imputed 
in fome degree to the voracious or diforderly 
appetite of the Franks; but the ftony foil of 
Jerufalcm is almoft deftitute of water; the fcanty 
fprings and hafty torrents were dry in the fummer 
feafon ; nor was the thirft of the befiegers re- 
lieved, as in the city, by the artificial fupply of 
eifterns and aqueduds. The circumjacent country 
is equally deftitute of trees for the ufes of fliade 
pr building ; but fome large beams wcr» difeo- 
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vered in a cave by the crufaders : a wood near C H a 
Sichem, the enchanted grove of TafTo '**, was LVIIU 
cut down: the neceffary timber was tranfported 
to the camp by the vigour and dexterity of 
Tancred; and the engines were framed by fome 
Genoefe artifts, who had fortunately landed in 
the harbour of Jaffa. Two moveable turrets were 
conftrudled at the expence, and in the ftations, 
of the duke of Lorraine and the count of Tho- 
loufe, and rolled forwards with devout labour, 
not to the mofl acceflible , but to the moft 
neglected, parts of the fortification. Raymond’s 
tower was reduced to afhes by the fire of the 
befieged , but his colleague was more vigilant 
and fuccefsful ; the enemies were driven by his 
archers from the rampart; the draw-bridge was 
let down ; and on a Friday at three in the after- 
noon, the day and hour of the Pallion, Godfrey 
of Bouillon flood vidorious on the walls of 
Jerufalem. His example was followed on every 
fide by the emulation of valour ; and about four 
hundred and fixty years after the conquefl of 
Omar, the holy city was refcued from the IVIaho- 
metan yoke. In the pillage of public and private 
wealth, the adventurers had agreed to refpedl the 
cxclufive property of the firfl occupant ; and the 
fpoils of the great mofch , fcventy lamps and 
maffy vafes of gold and filver, rewarded the dili- 
gence, and difplayed the generofity, of Tancred. * 

A bloody facrifice was offered by his miflaken 
votaries to the God of the Chriflians: refiflance 
might provoke, but neither age nor fcx could 

X 3 
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e II A p. mollify , their implacable rage : they indulged 
tvm. themfelves three days in a promifcuous malTa- p 

ere ”* ; and the infedlion of the dead bodies cl 

produced an epidemical difeafe. After feventy gi 

thoufand Moflems had been put to the fword, H 

and the harmlefs Jews had been burnt in their re 

fynagogue , they could dill referve "a multitude ft 

of captives , whom intereft or laflitude perfuaded b 

them to fpare. Of thefe favage heroes of the E 

crofs , Tancred alone betrayed fomc fentiments K 

of compaflion; yet we may praife the more felfilh C( 

lenity of Raymond, who granted a capitulation b 

and fafe condudl to the garrifon of the citadel fc 

The holy fcpulchre was now free ; and the 
bloody vidlors prepared to accomplilh their vow. fi 

Bareheaded and barefoot, with contrite hearts, p 

and in an humble poflure , they afeended the hill 
of Calvary, amidft the loud anthems of the r 

clergy ; kilTed the done which had covered the j 

Saviour of the world; and bedewed with tears 
of joy and penitence the monument of their 
redemption. This union of thc'fierced and mod 
tender padions has been varioufly confidered by 
two philofophers ; by the one as eafy and 
-natural; by the other , as abfurd and incredi- 
ble. Perhaps it is too rigoroufly applied to the 
fame perfons and the fame hour: the example 
of the virtuous Godfrey awakened' the piety of •: 

•< his companions; while they clcanfed their bodies, 1 

they purified their minds; nor lhall I believe 
that the mod ardent in flaughter and rapine 
were the foremod in the proceffion to the holy 
fepulchre.^ 
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Eight days after this memorable event, which chap. 
pope Urban did not live to hear , the Latin lviii. 
chiefs proceeded to the cledion of a king, to 
guard and govern their conquefts in Paleftine. 

Hugh the Great, and Stephen of Chartres, had couiiiuii. 
retired with fome lofs of reputation, which they 
ftrove to regain by a fecond crufade and an a. u. noo, 
honourable death. Baldwin was eftabliflicd at^“'''’*‘ 
Edeffa , and Bohemond at -Antioch, and two 
Roberts, the duke of Normandy "* and the 
count of Flanders, preferred their fair inheritance 
in the Weft to a doubtful competition or a barren 
feeptre. The jealoufy and ambition of Raymond 
were condemned by his own followers, and the 
free, the juft, the unanimous voice of the army, 
proclaimed Godfrey of Bouillon the firft and moft 
worthy of the champions of Chriftendom. His 
magnanimity accepted a truft as full of danger 
as of glory; but in a city where his Saviour had 
been crowned with thorns, the devout pilgrim 
rejeded the name and enfigns of royalty; and the 
founder of the kingdom of Jerufalem contented 
himfelf with the modeft title of Defender and 
Baron of the Holy Sepulchre. His government of 
a fingle year too fliort for the public happinefs, 
was interrupted in the firft fortnight by a fummons 
to the field, by the approach of the vizir or fultaa 
of Egypt, who had been too flow to prevent, 
but who was impatient to avenge, the lofs of 
■Jerufalem. His total overthrow in the battle of 
Afcalon fealed the eftablilliment of the Latins in 
Syria, and fignalized the valour of the French. 

X4 
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c H A p. piiiiccs, who in this action bade a long farcwel 
Lvni. to the holy wai?. Some glory might be derived Ho 

Pattie.of from the prodigious inequality of numbers , Hie 

Afc^ion.^^ though I /ball not count the myriads of horfe '■•t 

AugnU II, and foot on the tide ob the Fatimites; but, except b, 

three thoiifand Ethiopians or blacks, who were Hi. 

armed with flails or fcourges of iron , the Barba- JC' 

rians of the South fled on the firll onfet, and p: 

afforded a plcafmg c,omparifon betWeen the adUve m 

valour of the Turks and the floth and effeminacy Hi 

of the natives of Egypt. After fufpending before D 

the holy fepulchre the fword and ftandard of the ' ); 

fultan , the new king (he deferves the title) em- n 

braced his departing companions , and could a 

retain only with the gallant Tancred three bun- a 

dred knights, and two thoufand foot foldiers, for i 

the defence of Faleftinc. His fovereignty was foon ' 



attacked by a new enemy , the only one againft 
whom Godfrey was a coward. Adhemar, bifliop. 
of Puy, who excelled both in council and adlion, 
bad been fwept away in the laft plague of An- 
tioch : the remaining ecclefiaftics preferved only 
the pride and avarice of their charadler; and their 
feditious clamours had required that the choice 
of a bifliop fliould precede that of a king. The 
revenue and jurifdidion of the lawful patriarch 
were ufurped by the Latin clergy: the exclufion 
of the Greeks and Syrians was juftified by tliQ 
reproach of herefy or fchifm ; and, under the 
iron yoke of their deliverers, the Oriental Chrif, 
tians regretted the tolerating government of the 
Arabian caliphs, Daimbert, archbifhop of Pifa , 
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bad long been trained in the fccret policy of c u a p. 
Rome: he brought a fleet of his countrymen to tvili. 
the fuccour of the Holy Land, and was, inftalled, 
without a competitor, the fpiritual and temporal 
bead of the church. The new patriarch imme- 
diately grafped the feeptre which had been 
acquired by the toil and blood of the victorious 
pilgrims; and both Godfrey and Bohemond fnb- 
mitted to receive at his hands the inveftiture of 
their feudal poffeffions. Nor was this fufficient; • 
Oairabert claimed the immediate property of 
.lerufalcm and JatF^ : inftead of a firm and gene- 
rous refufal, the hero ncgociated with the prieft; 
a quarter of cither city was ceded to the church; 
and the modeft bifliop was fatisfied with an 
eventual reverfion of the reft , on the death *of 
Godfrey without children, or on the future acqul- 
fition of a new feat at Cairo or Damafeus. \ 

Without this indulgence, the conqueror would The kinfr- 
bave almoft been fliipped of his infant kingdom, 

Avhich confifted only of Jerufalem and Jaffa, with a. d. 
about twenty villages and towns of the adjacent 
country Within this narrow verge, the Maho- 
metans were •flill lodged in fomc impregnable 
caftles; and the hufbandman, the trader, and the 
pilgrim , were expofed to daily and domeftic 
hoftility. By the arms of Godfrey himfelf, and 
of the two Baldwins, his brother and coufm , 
who fucceeded to the throne, the Latins breathed 
with more cafe and fafety; and at length they 
equalled, in the extent of their dominions, though 
«ot in the millions of their fubjedls , the ancient 
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CHAP, princes of Judah and Ifrael After the redudion ef 

I.VIII. of the maritime cities of Laodicea, Tripoli, Tyre, me 

and Afcalon , which were powerfully aflilled ir.' 

by the fleets of Venice, Genoa, and Pifa , and bi 

even of Flanders and Norway the range of oi 

fea-coaft from Scanderoon to the borders of Egypt ol 

was poffcfled by the Chriftian pilgrims. If the ir 

prince of Antioch tlifclaimed his fupremacy , the - 
counts of EdefTa and Tripoli owned themfelves f 

the vaffals of the king of Jeruktlem : the Latins t 

reigned beyond the Euphrates ; and the four i 

cities of Hems, Hamah, Damafcus, and Aleppo, 
were the only relics of the Mahometan conquefts 
in Syria The laws and language, the manners 
and titles, of the French nation and Latin church, 
were introduced into thefe tranfmarine colonics. 
According to the feudal jurifprudence, the prin- 
cipal ftatcs and fubordinate baronies defcended 
in the line of male and female fucceflion ; 
but the children of the flrfl: conquerors “* , a 
motley and degenerate race, were diflblv'ed by 
the luxury of the climate ; the arrival of new 
crufaders from Europe, was a doubtful hope and 
a cafual event. The fervice of the feudal tenu- 
res was'performed by fix hundred and fixty-fix 
knights, who might expcdl the aid of two hun- 
dred more under the banner of the count of 
Tripoli ; and each knight was* attended to the , 

field by four fquires or archers on horfeback 
Five thoufand and feventy-five ferjeants , mofl; 

. probably foot - foldiers , were fupplied by the 
_ churches and cities ; and the whole legal militia 
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of the kingdom could not exceed eleven thoufand chat. 
men, a {lender defence againfl the furrounding iviii. 
myriads of Saracens and Turks But the firmeft 
bulwark of Jerukilem was founded on the knights 
of the hofpital of St. John and of the temple 
of Solomon ; on the ftrange alTociatlon of a 
monaflic and military life, which fanaticifm might 
fuggeft , but which policy muft approve. The 
flower of the nobility of Europe afpired to w^ar 
the crofs , and to profefs the vows , of thefe 
refpedlable orders ; their fpirit and difeipline were 
immortal; and the fpeedy donation of twenty- 
eight thoufand farms , or manors , enabled 
them to fupport a regular force of cavalry and 
infantry for the defence of Palefline. The aufterity 
of the convent foon evaporated in the exercife of 
arms: the world was fc^ndalifcd by the pride, 
avarice, and corruption of thefe Chriftlan foldiers; 
their claims of immunity and jurifdidlion difturbed 
the harmony of the church and ftate ; and the 
public peace was endangered by their jealous • 
emulation. But in their moft diffolute period, the 
knights of the hofpital and temple maintained 
their fearlefs and fanatic charadfer: they negledled 
to liv'e , blit they were prepared to die, in the 
fervice ofChrift; and the fpirit of chivalry, the 
parent and offspring of the crufades, has been 
tranfplanted by this inftitution from the holy 
fcpulchre to the ifle of Malta 

The fpirit of freedom, which pervades the Affiitof je- 
feudal inftitutions, was felt in its flrongeft energy 
by the volunteers of the crofs, ^vho elected for 103s — 13s?. 
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CHAP, their chief the mofl deferving of his peers. Amidn: 1 

Lvm. the flaves of Afia, uneonfeious of the lefTon or mai 

example, a model of political liberty was-intro- \vh 

duced : and the laws of the French, kingdom are aftt 

derived from the pureft fource of equality and per 

juftice. Of fuch laws, the firft and indifpenfable the 

condition is the alTent of thofe, whofe obedience we 

they require, and for whofe benefit they are de- Cr 

figned. No fooner had Godfrey of Bouillon ac- wl 

cepted the office of fupreme magiftrate , than he 
folicited the public and private advice of the of 

Latin pilgrims, who were the bed Ikilled in the > la 

ftatutes and cuftoms of Europe. From thefe mate- at 

rials, with the counfcl and approbation of the b 

patriarch and barons, of the clergy and laity, <1 

Godfrey compofed the assize of Jerusalem c 

a precious monument of feudal jurifprudence. The ^ 

new code, attefted by the feals of the king, the I 

patriarch, and the vifeount of Jerufalem , was de- 
/ pofited in die holy fepulchre , enridied with the 

• improvements of fucceeding times, andrefpeclfully 
confulted as often as any doubtful queftion arofe 
in t'he tribunals of Palefline. With the kingdom 
and city , all was loft ” ' : the fragments of the writ- 
ten law were preferved by jealous tradition 
and variable practice till the middle of the thir- 
teenth century: the code was reftored by the 
pen of John d’lbelin, count of Jaffa, one of the 
principal feudatories ; and the final revifion 
was accompliffied in the year thirteen hundred and 
fixty-nine, for the ufe of the Latin kingdom of 
Cyprus 
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The \uflice and freedom of the conflitution were c h a P. 
maintained by two tribunals of unequal dignity, i.vni. 
\vhich were inftituted by Godfrey of Bouillon 
after the conqueft of Jerufalem. The king , in 
perfon, prefided in the upper-court, the court of 
the barons. Of thefe the four moft confpicuous 
were the prince of Galilee, the lord of Sidon and 
Cdcfarea , and the counts of Jaffa and Tripoli, 
who, perhaps with the CO nftable and marlhal'*', ‘ 
were in a fpecial manner the compeers and judges 
of each other. But all the nobles , who held their 
lands immediately of the crown , were entitled 
and bound to attend the king’s court; and each 
baron exercifed a fimilar jurifdidion in the fubor- 
dinate alfemblies of his own feudatories. The 
connedtion of lord and v'alTal was honourable and 
voluntary: reverence was due to the benefadtor, 
protedlion to the dependent ; but they mutually 
pledged their faith to feach other; and the obli- ^ 
gation on either fide might be fufpended by negledl 
or diffolved by injury. The cognizance of marria- 
ges and teftaments was blended with religion, 
and ufurped by the clergy; but the civil and cri- 
minal caufes of the nobles, the inheritance and 
tenure of their fiefs, formed the proper occupa- 
tion of the fupreme" court. Each member was the 
judge and guardian both of public and private 
rights. It was his duty to affert with his tongue 
and fword the lawful claims of the lord ; but if an 
unjuft fuperior prefumed to violate the freedom 
or property of a valfal , the confederate peers 
ftood forth to maintain his quarrel by word and 
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CHAP. deed. They boldly affirmed his innocence and his 
LViii. wrongs; demanded the reflitution of his liberty 
or his lands; fufpendcd, after a fruitlefs demand, 
their own fervice; .refcued their brother from pri- 
fon ; and employed every weapon in his defence, 
without offering diretff violence to the perfon of *1“ 

their lord , which was ever facred in their eyes ' In 
their pleadings , replies, and rejoinders , the advo- ^rr 

cates of the court were fubtle and copious; but ® 

^ the ufe of argument and evidence was often fuper- "t 

feded by judicial combat ; and the Affize of Jeru- pi' 

falem admits in many cafes this barbarous inftitu- m 

. ' tion , which has been flowly abolifhed by the . qt 

law? and manners of Europe. or 

i.aw of jniH- The trial by battle was eftablilhed in all cri- ac 

ciai eombats. , "which affected the life , or limb , or w 

honour, of any perfon ; and in all civil traufatffions, w 

of or above the value of one mark of filver. It , ir 

appears , that in criminal cafes the combat was o 

the privilege of the accufer , who , except in a I 

charge of treafon , avenged his perfonal injury, 
or the death of thofe perfons whom he had a 
right to reprefent; but wherever, from the na- ; 

ture of the charge , teftimony could be obtained , i 

it was neceffary for him to produce witneffes of i 

the fadl. In civil cafes , the combat was not i 

allowed as the means of eftabliffiing the claim of • 

the demandant; but he was obliged to produce 
witneffes who had , or affumed to have , know- 
ledge of the fad. The combat was then the pri- 
vilege of the defendant; becaufe he charged the 
>vitnefs with ao attempt by perjury to take away 

< 
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his right. He came therefore to be in the fame 
fituation as the appellant in criminal cafes. It 
was not then as a mode of proof that the com- 
bat was received , nor as making negativefevi- 
dence ( according to the fuppofuion of Montef- 
quicii but in every cafe die right to offer 

battle was founded on the right to purfue by 
arms the redrefs of an injury ; and the judicial 
combat was fought on the fame principle , and 
with the fame fpirit, as a private duel. Cham- 
pions were only allowed to women , and to men 
maimed or pad the age of fixty. The confe- 
quence of a defeat was death to the perfon accufed, 
or to the champion or witnefs, as well as to the 
accufer himfelf; but in civil cafes, the demandant 
was punilhed with infamy and the lofs of his fuit, 
while his witnefs and champion fuffered an igno- 
minious death. In many cafes it was in the option 
of the judge to award or to refufe the combat: 
but two are fpecified, in which it was the inevi- 
table result of the challenge ; if a faithful vaffal 
gave the lie to his compeer , who unjuflly claimed 
any portion of their lord’s demefnes ; or if an 
unfuccefsful fuitor prefumed to impeach the judg- 
ment and veracity of the^court. He might im- 
peach them , but the terms were fevereand peril- 
ous: in the fame day he fuccefllvely fought all 
the members of the tribunal , even thofe who 
had been abfent: a fingle defeat was followed by , 
death and infamy : and where none could hope 
forvidlory , it is highly probable that none would 
adventure the trial. In the Aflize ofJerufalem, 
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Chap, the legal fubtlety of the count of Jaffa is more va 

iviir. laudably employed to elude, than to facilitate, th; 

the judicial combat, "which he derives from a tut 

priiifiple of honour rather than of fuperftition '**. dii 

Courtof . Among the caufes which enfrauchifed the pie- 11 

burgciTes. ijeians from the yoke of feudal tyranny, the infti- th 

tution of cities and corporations is one of the m.oll: tii 

powerful ; and if thofe of Palefline are coeval with ai 

thefirftcrufadc, they may be ranked with the mofb 
, ancient of the Latin world. Many of the pilgrims 

had efcaped from their lords under the banner of the tl 

crofs; and it was the policy of the French princes 
to tempt their flay by the alTurance of the rights o 



and 'Jirivileges ot freemen. It is exprefsly declared 
in the Aflize of Jerufalem, that after inflituting, 
for his knights and barons, the court of peers, 
in which he prefided himfelf, Godfrey of Bouillon 
cftabliflied a fecond tribunal, in which his perfon 
was j reprefen ted by his vifeount. The jurifdidion 
of this inferior court extended over the burgeffes 
of the kingdom ; and it was compofed of a felcd 
number of the moft difereet and worthy citizens; 
who were fworn to judge , according to the laws, 
of the adions and fortunes of their equals In 
the conquell and fettlement of new cities, the 
example of Jerufalem was imitated by the kings 
and their great vaffals ; and above thirty fimikir 
, corporations were founded before the lofs of the 
.Holy Land. Another 'clafs of fubjeds, the Sy- 
rians , or Oriental Chriftians, were oppreffed 
by the Zeal of the clergy, and proteded by the 
toleration of the ftate. Godfrey liftened to their 

reafonable 
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reafonable prayer, that they might be judged by c h a p, 
their own national laws. A tliird court wa< infti- LViii. 
tilted for their ufe, of limited and domellic jurif- 
diclion : the fworn members were Syrians, in 
blood, language, and religion; but; the office of 
the prefident ( in Arabic, of the rais) was fome- 
times exercifed by the vifeount of the city. At villains and 
an immeafurable diflance bclo\V the nohlts , the 
hurgeffes, and the jtrangers , the Affize of Jcrufa- 
1cm condefeends to mention the villains and slaves , 
the pcafants of the land and the captives of war , 
who were almofl: equally confidered as the objeefts 
of property. The relief or protedlion of thefe 
unhappy men w;is not efteemed worthy of the 
care of the legiflator; but he diligently provides 
for the recovery , though not indeed for the pu- 
nilhment, of the fugitives. Like hounds, or 
hawks, who had flrayed from the lawful owner,' 
they might be loft and claimed; the flave and 
falcon were of the fame value; but three flaves. 

Or twelve oxen, were accumulated to equal the 
price of the war-horfe; and a fum of three hun- 
dred pieces of gold was fixed, in the age of 
chivalry , as the equivalent of the more noble • 
animal , 
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CHAT. 
1.1 X. 
Succef' of 
AIckius. 

A. 1). 

lovr — IMS 



C n A P. LIX. 



Prcfervation of the G'cek Empire. — Numhers , 
Paffapc , end Eoent , of the Second and Thh d 
Crufadcs. — St. Bernard. — Rei^n of Saladin in 
Epypt and Syria. — His Conqueji of Jerufalem. — > 
Naval Crufades. — Richard the Fird of England. 
— Pope Innocent the Third; and the Fourth and 
Fifih Crufades. — The Emperor Frederic the ^ 
■ Second, — Louis the Ninth of France ; and the 
tiuo laji Crufades. — Expulfton of the Latins or 
Franks by the Marnalukes. 

In a ftyle Icfs grave than that of hiftory, I 
fliould perhaps compare the emperor Alexius ‘ to 
the jackal], who is faid to follow the fteps, and 
to devour the leavings, of the lion. Whatever 
had been his fears and toils in the pafTage of the 
fiift crufadc , tliey were amply recompenfed bv 
tlie fubfequent benefits which he derived from 
the exploits of the Franks. His dexterity and 
vigiliince fecured their firft conqueft of Nice ; 
and from this threatening ftation the Turks were 
compelled to evacuate the neighbourhood of 
Conilantinople. While the crufaders, with bliml 
valour , advanced into the midland countries of 
Afia, the crafty Greek improved the favourable 
occafion when the emirs- of the fea-coall were 
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recalled to the ftandard of the fultan. The Turks 
were driven from the illes of Rhodes and Chios: 
the cities of Ephefus and Smyrna, of Sardes, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea, were reftored to the 
empire , which Alexius enlarged from the Hel- 
lefpont to the banks of the Marauder, and the 
rocky fliores of Pampbylia. The churches re- 
fiimed their fplendour ; the towns were rebuilt 
and fortified; and the defert country was peopled 
with colonies „of Chriflians, who were gently 
removed from the more diftant and dangerous 
frontier. In thefe paternal cares, we may forgive 
Alexius, if he forgot the deliverance of the holy 
fepulchre ; but, by the Latins, he was ftigmatized 
with the foul reproach of treafon and defertion. 
H'hey had fworn fidelity and obedience to his 
throne ; but he had promifed to affill their en- 
terprife in perfon , or, at leaf!:, with his troops 
and treafurcs : his bafe retreat dillolved their 
obligations; and the fword, which had been the 
inftrument of their viclory, was the pledge and 
title of their juft independence, it does not appear 
that the emperor attempted to revive his obfojete 
claims over the kingdom of Jerufalem ’ ; but the 
borders of Cilicia and Syria were more recent in 
his pofTeftion , and more acceftible to his arms. 
The great army of the crufaders was annihilated 
or difperfed ; the principality of Antioch was left 
without a head , by the furprife and captivity of 
Bohemond : his ranfom had opprelfed hipi with 
a heavy debt ; and his Norman followers were 
iufiifticient to repel the hoftilities of the Greeks 
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chap, and Turks. In this diflrcfs, Bohemond embraced 
Lix. a magnanimous refolution , of leaving the defence 
of Antioch to his kinfman, the faithful Tancred; 

I of arming the Weft againfl the Byzantine empire, 

' ' and- of executing the defign which he inherited 
from the leflbns and example of his fatherGuifeard. 
His embarkation was clandeftine : and if we may 
credit a tale of the princefs Anne, he paffed the 
hoftilc fea , clofdy fecreted in a cofBn But his 
reception in Francc^was dignified by the public 
applaufe , and his marriage with the king’s 
daughter : his return was glorious , fince the 
braveft fpirits of the age enlifted under his veteran 
command ; and he repafted the Adriatic at the 
head of five thoufiind horfe and forty thoufand 
foot, affemblcd from the moft remote climates 
of Europe *. The ftrength of Durazzo , and 
prudence of Alexius , the progrefs of famine , 
and 'approach of Winter, eluded his ambitious 
'hopes; and the venal confederates were feduced 
from his ftandard. A treaty of peace ' fufpended 
the fears of the Greeks; and they 'were finally . 
delivered by the death of an adverfary, whom 
neither oaths could bind, nor dangers could appal, 
nor profperity could fatiate. His children fuc-- 
ceeded to the principality of Antioch; but the 
boundaries were ftridly defined , the homage 
was clearly ftipulatcd,* and the cities of Tarfus and 
IVlalmiftra were reftored to the Byzantine emperors. 
Of the coaft of Anatolia, they pofTeffed the entire 
circuit from Trebizond to the Syrian gates. The 
Seljukian dynafty of.Roum.* >yas feparated on all 
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fifles from the fea and their ETufulmah brethren; c n a r. 
the powef of the fiiltans was fiiaken by the iirt, 

victories , and even the defeats of the Franks 1 
and after the lofs of Nice, they removed their 
throne to Cogni or Icnnium , an obfeure and in- 
J.’nd town above three hundred miles from Con- 
ffantinople Inftcad of trembling for their ca- 
pital, the Comnenian princes waged an oftenfive 
AV'ar againft the Turks , and the firll crufade 
prevented the fall of the declining empire. 

In the twelfth century, three great emigrations ExpeiiitioM ' 
marched by land from the AVefl to the relief of 
Palcfline. Tlic fokliers and pilgrims of Lombardy, 

France, and Germany, were excited by the c’x- 
ample and fuccefs of tlie firft cruktde *. Forty- Ctnrad rii. 
eight years after the deliverance of the holy 
fepLilchre , the emperor, and the French king,ftD.,,4r. 
Conrad the third, and Louis the feventh undertook 
the fecond crufade to fupport the falling fortunes 
of the Latins ’. A grand divifion of the third 
crufade was led by the emperor Frederic Bar- 
baroffa ** , who fympathifed with his brothers of 
France and England in the common lofs of Jeru- 
fiilem. Thefe three expeditions may be compared^ , 
in their refemblancc of the greatnefs of numbers, 
their paffage through the Greek empire , and thc 
nature and event of their Turkiflt warfare, and ; 

a brief parallel may fav^e the repetition of a tedious ^ 
narrative. However fplendid it may feem , ^ 
regular ftory of the crufules would exhibit the 
perpetual return of the fame caufes and effeds ; 
and the freejuent attempts fov • the defence or 
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recovery of the Holy Land , would appear fo' 
maiiv faint and unfucceFful copies of.tlie oi iginal, 
I. Of the fwarms that fo clofely trod in the 
footRcps of tiie firft pilgrims, the chiefs were 
equal in rank, though unequal in fame and merit, 
to Godirey of Bouillon and his fellow adventurers. 
At their head weie dilplayed the banners of the 
dukes of Burgundy, Bavaria, and Aquit.ain : the 
firfi; a defeendant of Hugh Capet , the fecond a 
father of the Brunfwick line : the archbifliop of 
jVlilan, a temporal prince, tranfported, for the 
benefit of the Turks, the treafures and ornaments of 
his church and palace; and the veteran crufaders, 
Hugh the Great, and Stephen of Chartres , return- 
ed to confummate their unfinilhed vow. -The huge 
and • diforderly bodies of their followers move'd 
forwards in two columns; and if the firft confifted 
of two hundred and fixty thoufand perfons, the 
fecond might poftibly amount to fixty thoufand 
horfe , and one hundred thoufand foot The 
armies of the fecond crufade might have claimed 
the conqueft of Afta : the nobles of France and 
Germany were animated by the prefence of their 
fovereigns ; and both the rank and perfonaheha- 
raiftcrs of Conrad and Louis , gave a dignity to 
their' caufe, and a difeipline to their force,* which 
might be vainly expedted from the feudatory 
^ chiefs. The cavalry of the emperor, and that 
the king , was each compofed of feventy 
thoufand knights and their immediate attendants 
in the field '* ; and if the light-armed troops , the 
pcafant infaritry , the ^Yoraen and children, the 
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pviefts and monks , be rigoroufly excluded , tbe c 
full account will fcarcely be fatisfied with four 
liur.drcd tlioufand fouls. The Weft, from Rome 
to Hrifain , was called into adion ; the kings of 
j’aJ.!iid and Bohemia obeyed the fummons of 
(Jonrad ; and it is affirmed by the Greeks and 
Latins, that in the palTage ol a ftreight or river, 
the By2antinc agents; after a Lale of nine hundred 
tlioufand , dcfiftcd from the endiefs and formidable 
computation*’. In the third ernfade , as the French 
and Kngliffi preferred the navigation of the Me- 
diterranean , the hoft of Frederic Barbarolfa was 
lefs numerous. Fifteen thoufand knights , and as 
many fqnircs, were the flower of the German 
chivalry: fixty thoufand horfc, and one hundred 
thoufand foot, were muftered by the emperor in 
the plains of Hungary ; and after fuch repetitions 
we fiiall no longer be ftartled at the fix hundred 
thoufand pilgrims , which credulity has aferibed' 
to this laft emigration *’. Such extravagant reck- 
onings prove only the aftoniftwnent of contem- 
poraries ; but their aftoniffiment moft ftrongly 
bears teftimony to the cxiftence of an enormous 
though indeflnite multitude. The Greeks might 
applaud their fuperior knowledge of the arts and 
ftratageras of war, but they confeffed theftrength 
and courage of the French cavalry and the Infantry - 
0/ the Germans'*; and the ftrangers are defcrlbed 
as an iron race, of gigantic iLaturc , who darted 
fire from their eyes, and fpit blood like water 011 
the ground. Under the banners of Conrad, a troop 
of females rode in the attitude and armour of men; 
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CHAP, and the chief of thefe Amazons, from her gilt' 
tix. fpiirs and buff.ins, obtained the epithet of the 

Golden-footed Dame. < 

* * 

PaiTipc If. The numbcr.s and charadler of the firangers 

^hn.H;;ii the -was an objecl of terror to the etieminate Greeks, 
p;re. and the fentiment of fear is neatly allied to that 

of hatred. T his averuon was fnfpt’udcd or loftcii- 
ed by the apprchenrion of the 'Lnikini power; 
and th.e inveclivo.? of the Latins will not biafs 
onr more candid belief, that the emperor Alexius 
diflembled their infoiencc, eluded their hollilities, 
coimfellcd their rafbnefs , and opened to their 
ardour the road ofjfpijerimage and conqueft. But 
when the Lurks Iwd been driven from Nice and 
the . fea-coall , when 'the Byzantine princes no 
longer dreaded the diltant Sultans of Cogni*, 
-they felt with purer indignation the free and * 
frequent palTagc raf the weliem Barbarians , who ^ ' 
violated the niajeffy , and endangered the fafety, 
of the empire. The fecond and third crufadcs, 
were undertakow; under the reign of Manuel 
Comnenus and Ifitac Angelus. Of the forrher , 
the paffions were always impetuous and often 
malevolent; and the natural union of a cowardly 
and /-a mifebievous temper was exemplified in 
the latter, who, without merit or mereVi could 
punifh a tyrant, and occupy his throne. ,U w.rs • 

^ fecretly, and perhaps tacitly’, refolvcd- by the' 

prince and people, to deft toy , or at leaft to dif-^ 

• courage, the pilgrims, by every fpecies of injury 
^nd oppreflion ; and their want of prudence' and 
idifeifline continually affoidcd the? pretence or. the , 
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opportunity. T he Weftcrn monarchs had flipulat- 
ecl a f.ife pafTage and fair market in the country 
of their Chrifiian brethren; the treaty had been 
ratilied by oaths and hoftages ; and the pooreft 
foldier of Frederic’s army was furniflied with 
three marks of filvcr to defray his cxpences on 
the road. But every engagement was violated 
by treachery and injuftice; and the complaints of 
the Latins are attefted by the honeft confellion of 
.a Greek hiflorian, who has dared to prefer truth 
to his country “. Inftead of an hofpitable recep- 
tion , the gates of the cities, both in Europe and 
Afia , were dofdy barred againft the cnifaders ; 
and the fcanty, pittance of food was let down in 
baOccts from the walls. Experience or forefight 
might excufe this timid jealoufy; but the common 
duties' of humanity prohibited the mixture of 
chalk, or other poifonous ingredicnt.s , in the 
bread ; and niould Manuel be acquitted of any 
foul connivance , he is guilty of coining bafe 
ry.oney for the purpefe of trading with thepilgrims. 
In every ffep of their march they were flopped 
or mined : the governors had private orders to 
fortifiy the pafles and break down the bridges 
againft them : the flragglers were pillaged and 
murdered ; the foldicrs and horfes were pierced 
in the woods by arrows from an invifible hand; 
the fick were burnt in their beds; and the dead 
bodies were hung on gibbets along the highways. 
Thcfe injuries exafperated the champions of the 
crofs, who were not endowed with evangelical 
patience ; and the Byzantine princes , who had- 
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cn A p. provoked the unequal conflid, promoted the cm- 
iix. barkatioii and march of thel'e formidable gucfls; 

On the verge of the Turkifh frontier Barbarolfa 
fpared the guilty Philadelphia " , rewarded the 
holpitable Laodicea , and deplored the hard nc- 
ceflity that had {lained his fword with any drops 
of ChriUian blood. In their intercourfe with 
the monarchs of Germany and France, the pride 
of the Greeks was expofed to an anxious trial. 
They might boaft that on the firll interview the ^ 
feat of Louis was a low Uoo! , befide the throne ^ 
'' of Alaniicr*; but no fooner had the French king 

tranfported his army beyond the Bofphorus , 
than he refufed the ofl'er of a fecond conference, 
vinlefs his brother would meet him on equal 
- terms , either on the fea or land. M'ith Conrad 
and Frederic, the ceremonial was ffill nicer and 
more dilHcult : like the fpccelTors of Conftaotine, 
they ftyled themfelves emperors of the Romany *’ ; 
and firmly maintained the purity of their title and 
) dignity. The firft of thefe reprefentatives of 
Charlemagne would only converfe with Alanuel, 
on horfeback in the open field ; the fecond , by 
palling the Hellefpont rather than the Bofphorus, 
declined the view of Conftantinople and its fo- 
vereign. An emperor, who had been crowned 
at Rome , was reduced in the Greek epifUes to 
the humble appellation of Rex, or prince of the 
Alemanni ; and the vain and feeble Angelus 
V alfedcd to be ignorant of the name of one of the 

greateft men and monarchs of the age. While 
they viewed with hatred and fufpicion the Latin 
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pilgrims, the Greek emperors maintained a ftricl, 
though fecret , alliance with the Turks and Sara- 
cens. Ifaac Angelus complained , that by his 
friendfliip for the great'Saladin lie had incurred 
the enmity of^ the Franks ; and a mofch was 
founded at Conftantinople for the public e.xercife 
ol the religion of Mahomet **. 

III. Thefwarms that followed the firft crufade, 
were deftroyed in Anatolia by famine, pellilcnce, 
and the Turkilh arrows: and the princes only 
efcaped with fome fquadrons of horfe to accom- 
plilh their lamentable pilgrimage. A juft opinion 
may be formed of their knowledge and humanity; 
of their knowledge from the defign of fubduing 
Perlia and Chorafan in their way to Jeruhrlcm ; 
of their humanity from the maffacre of the Chrif- 
tian people, a friendly city, who came out to 
meet them with palms and croftes in their hands. 
The arms of Conrad and Louis were lefs cruel 
and imprudent; but the event of the fccond cru- 
fade was ftill more ruinous to Chriftendom; and 
the Greek Manuel is accufed by his own fubjedfs 
of giving feafonable intelligence to the fultan , and 
treacherous guides to the Latin princes. Inftead 
of crufliing the common foe, by a double attack 
at the fame time but on different fides , the Ger- 
mans were urged by emulation, and the French 
were retarded by jealoufy. Louis had fcarcely 
palled the Ffofphorus when he was met by tho 
returning emperor, who had loft the greateft part 
of his army in a glorious, but unfuccefsful , acfion 
on the banks of the M^cander. The coatiaft of 
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CHAP, the pomp of his rival haftened the retreat ofCon- 
tix. rad : the defertiori of his independent vaffals 

reduced him to his hereditary troops; and he 
borrowed fome Greek vefTels to execute by Tea 
the pilgrimage of Paleftine. Without ftudying 
the lelTons of experience , or the nature of the 
war, the king of France advanced through the 
fame country to a fimilar fate. The v'lmguard, 
which, bore the roy.al banner and the oriflamme 
of St. Denis ” , had doubled their march with 
rafli and inconfiderate fpeed ; and the rear which * 
the king commanded in perfon no longer found 
,■ their companions in the evening camp. In dark-. 
nefs and diforder they were encompalfed , hlfault- 
ed , and overwhelmed, by the innumera bV hoft 
of Turks, who in the art of war were fuperior 
to the Chriftians of the twelfth century. Louis', 
who climbed a tree in the general difcomfiture', 
was faved by his own valour and the ignorance 
- of his adverfaries ; and with the dawn.of day he 
efcaped alive, but almoft alone to the camp of 
the vanguard. But inftc.ad of purfuii>g his expe- > 
dition by land , he was rejoiced to fhelter the relics , 

) . of his army in the friendly fea-port of Satalia. 
From thence he embarked Tor Antioch; but fo 
/ ' penurious was the fupply of Greek vefTels, that 

they could only afford room for his. knights and 
nobles , and the plebeian crowd of infantry was 
•left to perifh at the foot of the Pamphylian hills. 
The emperor and the king embraced and wept at ^ 
Jerufalem; their martial trains, the remnant of 
mighty armies , "v^cre joined to the Chriftian 
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powers of Syria , and a fruitlefs ficge of Damafcus ( 
was the final effort of the fecond crufade. Conrad 
and Louis embarked for Europe with the perfonal 
fame of piety and courage ; but the Orientals had 
braved thefe potent monarchs of the Franks, with 
whofe names and military forces they had been fo 
often threatened Perhaps they had I'till more 
to fear from the veteran genius of Frederic the 
lirft, who in his youth had ferved in Afia under 
his uncle Conrad. Forty campaigns in Germany 
and Italy had taught Barbarolfa to command ; and 
his foldicrs , even the princes- of the empire, were 
accuftomed under his reign to obey. As foon as 
he loft fight of Philadelphia and Laodicea , the 
laft cities of the Greek frontier, he plunged into 
the fait and barren defert , a land ( fiiys the hifto- 
lian) of horror and tribulation 'During twenty 
days , every ftep of his fainting and fickly march 
was befieged by the innumerable hords of Turk- 
mans’*, whofe numbers and fury feemed kfter ' 
each defeat to multiply and inflame. The emperor 
continued to ftruggle and to fuffer ; and fuch was 
the meafure of his calamities, that when he reach- 
ed the gates of Jeonium, no more than one 
thoufiuid knights were able toferve on horfeback. 
By a fudden and refolute alTauIt, he defeated the 
guards, and ftormed the capital of the fultan”, 
who humbly fued for pardon and peace. The 
road was now open , and Frederic advanced in a 
career of triumph , till he was unfortunately drown- 
’ ed in a petty torrent of Cilicia “. The remain- 
der of his Germans yfHi confumed by ficknefs and 
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defertion ; and the emperor’s fon expired with the 
greaceft part of his Swabian vaffals at the fiege of 
Acre. Among the Latin heroes , Godfrey of 
Bouillon and Frederic Barbarofla could alone at- 
chieve the palTage of the Lefler Afia ; yet even 
their fiiccefs was a warning: and in the laft and 
inoft experienced age of the crufades , every na- 
tion preferred the fea to the toils and perils of an 
inland expedition*'. 

The enthnfiafm of the firfl crufade is a natural 
and fimple event, while hope was frcfli, danger 
untried, and enterprife congenial to the fpirit of 
the times. But the obllinate pcrfeverance of Eur 
rope may indeed excite our pity and admiration; 
that no inftruclion fliould have been drawn from 
conftant and adverfe experience ; that the fame 
confidence fliould have repeatedly grown from the 
fame failures; that fix fucceeding generations 
fliould have ruflicd headlong down the precipice 
that was open before them ; and that men of every 
condition fliould have flaked their' public and 
private fortunes, on the defperate adventure of 
polTeffing or recovering a tonib-flone two thonfand 
miles from their country. In a period of two 
centuries after the council of Clermont , each fpring 
and fummer produced anew emigration of pilgrim 
warriors for the defence of the Holy Land; but 
the feven great armaments or crufades were ex- 
cited by fome impending or recent calamity: the 
nations were moved by the authority of their pon- 
tiffs , and the example of their kings : their zeal 
was kindled , and their reafon was filenced , by 
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tlic voice of their holy orators ; and amonji thefe, c n a p. 
I’eniird ”, the monk, or the Hint , may claim the nx. 
moil honourable place. About eight years before charaaer 
the rirll conqueft of Jerufnlem, he was born of 
* a noble family in Burgundv’ ; at the age of three- a. n. 
and-twcuty, he buried himfelf in the monaflery 
of Citeaux, tiien in the primitive fervour of the 
infUtution; at the end of two years he led, forth 
her third colony , or daughter, to the valley of 
Clairvaux” in Champagne ; and was content , till 
the hour of his death , with the humble Ration 
of Abbot of his own community. A philofophic 
age has abolillied , with too liberal and indiferim- / 
iiiate difdain , the honours of thefe fpiriiual heroes. 

The meanell among them are difUnguifhed by 
fome energies of the mind ; they were at leaft 
fuperior to their votaries and difciples ; and, in 
the race of fuperllition , they attained the prize 
for which fuch numbers contended. In fpeech , 
in writing, in adlion , Bernard Rood high above 
his rivMls^ and contemporaries; his compofitions 
are not devoid of wit and eloquence ; and he 
feems to have preferved as much reafon and hu- 
manity as may be reconciled with the character of ' 
a faint. In a fecular life , he would have lhared 
the feventh part of a private inheritance ; by a 
vow of poverty and penance , by clofing his eyes 
againR the viRble world”, by the refufal of all 
ecclefiaRical dignities , the abbot of Clairvaux 
became the oracle of Europe, and the founder of 
one hundred and Rxty convents. Princes and 
pontiffs trembled at the freedom of his apoRolical > 
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P. cenfores : France , England , and Milan , confiiltcd 
and obeyed his judgment in a fehifm of the church : 
the debt was repaid by the gratitude of Innocent 
the fecond ; and his fucceffor Eugenius the third ' 
was the friend and difeipte of the holy Bernard. 

It was in the proclamation of the fecond crufade 
' that he flione as the millionary and prophet of 
God, who called the nations to the defence of 
his holy fepulchre At the parliament of Vezelay 
he fpoke before the king; and Louis the feventh, 
with his nobles, received their croffes from his 
hand. The abbot of Clairvaux then marched to 
the lefseafy conqueft of the emperor Conrad : a 
phlegmatic people, ignorant of his language, was 
tranfported by the pathetic vehemence of his tone 
' and gellures ; and his progrefs, from Con (lance ter 
Cologne, was the triumph of eloquence and zeah 
Bernard applauds his own fuccefs in the depopu- 
lation of Europe; affirms that cities and caftles 
were emptied of their inhabitants ; and computes , 
that only one man was left behind for the confo- 
lation of feven widows”. The blind fanatics were 
defirous of eleding him for their general; but the 
example of the hermit Peter was before his eyes'; 
and while he allured the Crufaders of the divine . 
favour, he prudently.declined a military command, 
in which failure and vidory would have been 
almoll equaliy difgraceful to his character”. Yet, ' 
alter the calamitous ev'ent, the abbot of Clairr^auK 
was loudly accufed as a fitife prophet, the author 
of the public and private mourning; his enemies 
exulted , his friends blullied , and his apology 

was 
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was flow and unfatisfacflory. HcjufUfies his obe- jc H A r» 
dience to the commands of the pope; expatiates tix. 
on the myfterious ways of providence ; imputes 
the misfortunes of the pilgrims to their own 
fins; and modeflly infinuates , that his miflioft 
had been approved by ligns and wonders’*. Had 
the fad been certain, the argument would be 
decifive; and his faithful difciples, who enumerate 
twenty or thirty miracles in a day, appeal to 
the public affcmblies of France and Germany , 

'in which they were performed”. At theprefent 
hour, fuch prodigies will not obtain credit be- 
yond theprecinds of Clairvaux ; but in the preter- 
natural cures o^the blind, the lame, and the fick, 

•who were prefented to the man of God , it is 
impoflible for us to afcertain the feparate fhares 
of accident, of fancy, of impofture, and of fidion. 

Omnipotence itfelf cannot efcap^ the murmurs ProRters of 
of its difcordant votaries; fince the, fame difpen- 
fation which was applauded as a deliverance in 
Europe, was deplored, and perhaps arraigned, 
as a calamity in Afia. After the lofs of Jcrufalem, 

. the Syrian fugitives diffufed their conflernation 
and forrow : Bagdad mourned in the duft; the 
cadhi Zeineddin of Damafcus tore his beard in 
the caliph’s prefence; and the whole divan flied 
tears at his melancholy tale But the com- 
manders of the faithful could only weep; they 
■were themfelves captives in the hands of the 
Turks : fonje temporal power was reflbred to the 
laft age of the Abbaflides ; but their humble am- 
bition was confined to Bagdad and the adjacent 
VoL. X. Z 
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c H A province. Their tyrants, the Seljukian fultans, 
i-ix- had followed the common law of the Afiatic 
^ dynafties , the uncealing round of valour, great- 
nefs , difcord , degeneracy , and decay : their 

fpirit and power were unequal to the defence of 
religion; and, in his diftant realm of Perfia, the 
Chnftians were ftrangers to the name and the 
arms of Sangiar, the laft hero of his race 
The Atabett While the fultans were involved in the filken 
of Syria. haram , the pious talk was under- 

taken by their flaves , the Atabeks ’* ; a Turkifli 
name, which, like the Byzantine patricians, may- 
be tranflated by Father of the Prince. Afcanfar, 
a valiant T urk , had been the favourite of Malek 
Shaw, from whom he received the privilege of 
ftanding on the right-hand of the throne; but, 

' in the civil wars that enfued on the monarch’s 

death , he lo^ his head and the government of 
Aleppo. His domeftic emirs perfevered in their 
attachment to his fon Zenghi , who proved his 
firll arms againft the Franks in the defeat of 
Antioch : thirty campaigns in the fervdee of the 
caliph and fultan eftabliflied his military fame ; 
and he 'was invefted with the command of Mo- 
ful , as the only champion that could avenge the 
caufe of the prophet. The public hope was not 
difappointed : after a ficge of twenty- five days, 
he (formed the city of Edelfa , and recov'ered 
from tlie Franks their conqueffs beyond the Eu- 
phrates the martial tribes of Curdillan were 
fubdued by the independent fovereign of INIofuJ^ 
and Aleppo : his foldiers were taught to behold 
the camp as their only country ; they trulfcd to 
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his liberality for their rewards; and their abfent chap 
families were protedled by the vigilance of Zenghi, 

At the head of thefe veterans, his fon Noured- 
din gradually united the Alahomctan powers ; Noureddin, 
added the kingdom of Daraafcus to that of Alep- ^ ®- 
po, and waged a long and fuccefsful war againft 
the Chriftians of Syria ; he fpread his ample 
reign from the Tigris to the Nile , and the 
Abbaffides rewarded their faithful fervant with 
all the titles and prerogatives of royalty. The 
X.atins themfdves were compelled to own the 
wifdom and courage, and even the juftice and. 
piety of this implacable adverfary **. In his life •* 
and government, the holy warrior revived the 
zeal and fimplicity of the firft caliphs. Gold and 
filk were baniflicd from his palace ; the ufe of 
wine from his dominions; the public revenue was 
fcrupuloufly applied to the public fervice; and 
the frugal houfehold of Noureddin was main- 
tained from his legitimate fltare of the fpoll which 
he vefted in the purchafe of a private eftate. 

His favourite Sultana fighed for fome female 
object of expence. “Alas,” replied the king, 

“ 1 fear God , and am no more than the treafurer 
“ of the Moflems. Th^ir property I cannot alien- 
“ ate ; but ,1 (till poflefs three fhops in the city 
“ of Hems: thefe you may take; and thefe 
“ alone can 1 beftow. ” His chamber of juftice 
was the terror of the great and the refuge of , ' 
the poor. Some years after the fultan’s death , ’ 

an opprefTed fiibje'il called aloud in the ftreets of 
Damafeus , “O Noureddin, Noureddin, where 
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“ art thou now? Arlfe, arlfe , to pity and pro- 
“ tedl us ! ” A tumult was apprehended , and. 
a living tyrant blulhed or trembled at the name 
of a departed monarch. 

By the arms of the Turks and Franks, the 
Fatimites had been deprived of Syria. In Egypt, 
the decay of their charadler and influence was 
ftill more elTcntial. Yet they were ftill revered 
as the defeendants and fnccelfors of the prophet; 
they maintained their invifible ftate in the palace 
of Cairo ; and their perfon was feldom violated 
by the profane eyes of fubjeds or ftrangers. The 
Latin ambafladors have deferibed their own 
introdudion through a feries of gloomy paffages, 
and glittering porticoes: the feene was enlivened 
by the warbling of birds and the murmur of 
fountains : it was enriched by. a difplay of rich 
furniture, and \are animals; of the Imperial trea- 
furcs, fomething was fhewn, and much was fup- 
pofed ; and the long order of unfolding doors 
was guarded by black foldiers and domellic 
eunuchs. The fanduary of the prefence chamber 
was veiled with a curtain; and the vizir, who 
conduded the ambafladors, laid afide his feyme- 
tar, and proftrated himfelf three times on the 
ground; the veil was then removed; and they 
beheld the commander of the faithful , who 
fignified his pleafnre to the firft Have of the 
throne. But this flave was his mafter : the vizirs 
or fultans had ufurped the fiipreme adminiftration 
of Egypt; the claims of the riv'al candidates were 
decided by arms ; and the name of the mofl; 
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worthy , of the ftrongeft , was inferted in the 
royal patent of command. The factions of 
Dargham and Shawer alternately expelled each 
other from the capital and country ; and the 
weaker fide implored the dangerous protedlion 
of the fultan of Damafcus or the king of Jerufa- 
lem , the perpetual enemies of the fedl and mo- 
narchy of the Fatimites. By his arms and reli- 
gion , the Turk was moil formidable; but the 
Frank , in an eafy diredt march , could advance 
from Gaza to the Nile ; while the intermediate 
' fituation of his realm compelled the troops of 
Nourcddin to wheel round the fkirts of Arabia, 
a long and painful circuit, which expofed them 
to thirft, fatigue, and the burning winds of the 
defert. The fecret zeal and ambition of the 
Turkifli prince afpired to reign in Egypt under 
the name of the Abbaflides; but the reftoration 
of the fuppliaht Sfiawer was the oftenfible motive 
of the firft expedition; and the fuccefs was en- 
trufted to the emir Shiracouh , a valiant and 
veteran commander. Dj^rgham was opprefled and 
flain; but the ingratitude, the jealoufy, the juft 
apprehenfions, of his more fortunate rival, foo^ 
provoked him to invite the king of Jeru(^lem 
to deliver Egypt from his infolent benefadlors. 
To this union, the forces of Shiracouh were un- 
equal; he relinquiflied the premature conqueft; 
and the evacuation of Belbeis or Pclufium was 
the condition of his fafe retreat. As the Turks 
defiled before the enemy, and their general clofed 
the rear, with a vigilant eye, and a battle -?xe 
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CHAP, in Ills hand, a Frank prefumed to aflc him if he 
j,ix. were not afraid of an attack ? “ It is doubtlcfs 
“ in your power to begin the attack,” replied 
the intrepid emir; “ but reft affured , that not 
“ one of my foldiers will go to paradife till he 
“ has fent an infidel to hell.” His report of the 
riches of the land , the effeminacy of the natives, 
and the diforders of the government , revived 
the hopes of Noureddin; the caliph of Bagdad 
applauded the pious defign ; and Shiracouh dc- 
feended into Egypt a fecond time with twelve 
thoufand Turks and eleven thoufand Arabs. Yet 
his forces were ftill inferior to the confederate 
armies of the Franks and Saracens; and I can 
difeern an unufual degree of military art, in his 
paffage of the Nile, his retreat into Thebais, his 
mafterly evolutions in the battle of Babain, the 
furprife of Alexandria , and his marches and 
counter-marches in the flats add vSlley of Egypt, 
from the tropic to the fea. His condudl was 
feconded by the courage of his troops , and on 
the eve of adlion a Mamaluke exclaimed, “ If 
we cannot wreft Egypt from the Chriftian 
“ dogs , why do we not renounce the honours 
aj^d rewards of the fultan, and retire to labour 
“ with the peafants , or to fpin with the females 
” of the haram?” Yet, after all his efforts in 
the field ”, after the obftinate defence of Alex- 
andria ” by his nephew Saladin , an honourable 
capitulation and retreat concluded the fecond 
enterprife of Shiracouh ; and Noureddin referved 
‘ his abilities for a third and more propitious 
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occafion. It was foon offered by the ambition and chap. • 
avarice of Amalric or Amaury, king of Jerufa- ux. 

]em , who had imbibed the pernicious maxim , 
that no faith fliould be kept with the enemies 
of God. A religious warrior, the great malfer 
of the hofpital , encouraged him to proceed, the 
emperor of Conftantinople, either gave, or pro- 
mifed, a fleet to adt with the armies of Syria; 
and the perfidious Chriftian , unfatisfied with 
fpoil and fubfidy , afpired to the conqueft of 
Egypt. In this emergency, the Moflems turned 
their eyes towards the fultan of Uamafeus ; the 
vizir, whom danger encompafled on all fides, 
yielded to their unanimous wilhes, and Noured- 
din feeraed to be tempted by the fair offer of 
one third of the revenue of the kingdom. The 
Franks were already at the gates of Cairo; but 
the fuburbs, the old city, were burnt on their 
approach ; they were deceived by an infidious 
negociation ; and their veffels were unable to 
furmount the barriers of the Nile. They pru- 
dently declined a conteft with the Turks, in the 
itiidft of an hoftile country; and Amaury retired 
into Paleftine, with the lhame and reproach that 
always adhere to unfuccefsful injuftice. After this 
deliverance , Shlracouh was invefled with a robe 
of honour, which he foon flained with the blood 
of the unfortunate Shawer. For a while , the , 

Turkifh emirs condefeended to hold the office of 
vizir; but this foreign conquefl: precipitated the 
fall of the Fatimites themfelves ; and the blood- 
lefs change was accompliflied by a meffage and 
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' CHAT. 
LIX. 



End of the 
Fdtimite ca* 
liphs, 

D . 117I: 



Eciftn 'and 
(hatatter of 
tialadin, 

A. U. 

liri — II93. 



a word. The caliphs bad been degraded by theif 
o\vn weaknefs and the tyranny of the vizirs; 
their fubjecls bliifljed , when the dcfcendant and 
fuccellbr of the prophet prefented his naked hand 
to the rude gripe of a Latin ambaffador; they 
wt-pt when he fent the hair of his women, a fad 
emblem of their grief and terror, to excite the 
pity of the fultan of Damafcus. By the command 
of Noureddin , and the fentence of the dodlors, 
the holy names of Abubeker, Omar, and Othman, 
were folemnly reftored : the caliph Mofthadi, of 
Bagdad, was acknowledged in the public prayers 
as the true commander of the faithful ; and the 
green livery of the fons of Ali was exchanged 
for the black colour of the Abbaflides. The laft 
of his race , the caliph Adhed , who furvived 
only ten days, expired in happy ignorance of his 
fate: his treafiires fecured the loyalty of the fol- 
diers and filenced the murmurs of the fedaries; 
and in all fubfeqiient revolutions , Egypt has 
never departed from the orthodox tradition of 
the Moflems 

The hilly country beyond the Tigris is occu- 
pied by the paftoral tribes of the Curds’*: a peo- 
ple hardy, ftrong, favage, impatient of the yoke, 
addided to rapine , and tenacious of the govern- 
ment of their national chiefs. The refemblance 
of name, fituation, and manners, feem to identify 
them with the Cardtichians of the Greeks’'; and 
they flill defend againft the Ottoman Porte the 
antique freedom which they afferted againft the 
fuccelfors of Cyrus. Poverty and ambition jiromptcd 
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tliem to embrace the profeflion of mercenary 
foldiers : the fervice of his father and uncle pre- 
pared the reign of the great Saladin *' ; and the 
fon of Job or Ayub, a fimple Curd, magnanimoufly 
fmiled at his 'pedigree , which flattery deduced 
from the Arabian caliphs So unconfeious was 
Noureddin of the impending ruin of his houfe , 
that he conftrained the reludlant youth to follow 
his uncle Shiracouh into Egypt: his military cha- 
radler was eftabliflied by the defence of Alex- 
andria; and if we may believe the Latins, he fo- 
licited and obtained from the Chriftian general 
the profane honours of knighthood On the 
death of Shiracouh , the office of grand vizir was 
bellowed on Saladin , as the youngeft and leall 
powerful of the emirs; but with the advice of 
his father, whom he invited to Cairo, his genius 
obtained the afeendant over his equals, and at- 
tached the army to his perfon and interell. While 
Noureddin lived, thefc ambitious Curds were the 
moll humble of his Haves ; and the indifereet 
murmurs of the divan were filcnced by the pru- 
dent Ayub, who loudly protelled that at the 
command of the fultan he himfelf would lead 
bis fon in chains to the foot of the throne. “Such 
“ language,” he added in private, “was prudent 
“ and proper in an alfembly of your rivals; but 
“ we are now above fear and obedience ; and 
“ the threats of Noureddin lhall not extort the 
“ tribute of a fugar-cane.” His feafonable death 
relieved them from the odious and doubtful con- 
flict; his fon, a minor of eleven years of age. 
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CHAP, was left for a while to the emirs of Damafcus; 
lix. and the new lord of Egypt was decorated by the 
caliph with every title ” that could fandify his 
ufurpation in the eyes of the people. Nor was 
Saladin long content with the poffellion ofEgypt; 
he defpoiled the Chriftians of Jerufalem , and the 
Atabeks of Damafcus, Aleppo, and Diarbekir: 
Mecca and Medina acknowledged him for their 
temporal protedor: his brother fubdued the dif- 
tant regions of Yemen, or the happy Arabia; 
and at the hour of his death, his empire was 
fpread from the African Tripoli to the Tigris, and 
^ from the Indian ocean to the mountains of Arme- 
nia. In the judgment of his charader , the re- 
proaches of treafon and ingratitude llrike forcibly 
on our minds, impreffed , as they are, with the 
principle and experience of law and loyalty. But 
his ambition may in fome meafure be excufed by 
the revolutions of Afia”, which had crafed every 
notion of legitimate fucceflion ; by the recent 
example of the Atabeks themfelves ; by his' re- 
verence to the fon of his benefador , his humane 
and generous behaviour to the collateral brandhes ; 
by i/itir incapacity and h:s merit ; by the appro- 
bation of the caliph , the foie fource of all legi- 
timate power; and, above all, by the wilhes and 
interefl of the people , whofe happinefs is the 
firll objed of government. In his virtues , and 
in thofe of his patron , they admired the fingular 
union of the hero and the faint; for both Noured- 
din and Saladin arc ranked among the Mahomet- 
an faints ; and the conftant meditation of the 
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holy war appears to have filed a ferious and fober Chap. 
colour over their lives and adions. The youth Lix. 
of the latter ” was addided to wine and women; 
but his afpiring fpirit foon renounced the tempta- 
tions of pleafure, for the graver follies of fame 
and dominion : the garment of Saladin was a coarfe 
woollen; water was his only drink; and, while 
he emulated the temperance , he furpafled the 
chaflity, of his Arabian prophet Both in faith 
and pradice he was a rigid Mufulman ; he ever 
deplored that the defence of religion had not al- 
lowed him to accomplifli the pilgrimage of Mecca; 
but at the dated hours, five times each day, the 
fultan devoutly prayed with his brethren; the in- • 
voluntary omifiion of fading was fcrupuloufly 
repaid ; and his perufal of the Koran , on horfe- 
back between the approaching armies , may be 
quoted as a proof, however odentatious , of piety 
and courage The fuperditious dodrine of the 
fed of Shafei was the only dudy that he deigned 
to encourage : the poets were fafe in his con- 
tempt; but all profane fcicnce was the objed of 
his averfion; and a philofophcr, who had vented 
fome fpeculativ’e novelties, was feized and drang- 
led by the command of the royal faint. The 
judice of his divan was acceflible to the meaned 
,fuppliant againd himfelf and his miniders; and it 
was only for a kingdom that Saladin would de- 
viate from the rule of equity. While the defeend- 
ants of Seljuk and Zenghi held his dirrup and 
fmoothed his garments, he was affable and patient 
with the meaned of his fervants. So boundlcfs 
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was his liberality , that he diftributed twelve 
thouf.Mid horfes at the ficge of Acre; and , at the 
time of his death, no more than forty-fev'cn drams 
of lilver and one piece of gold coin were found 
in the treafury ; yet in a martial reign , the tri- 
butes were diminifhed , and the wealthy citizens 
enjoyed without fear or danger the fruits of their 
induftry. Egypt , Syria , and Arabia , were 
adorned by the royal foundations of hofpitals, 
colleges , and mofehs ; and Cairo was fortified 
with a wall and citadel ; but his works were con- 
fecrated to public ufe ” , nor did the fultan indulge 
himfelf in a garden or palace of private luxury. 
Ina-fanatic age, himfelf a fanatic , the genuine vir- 
tues of Saladin commanded the effeem of the Chrif- 
tians ; the emperor of Germany gloried in his friend- 
fhip “ : the Greek emperor folicited his alliance’^; 
and the conqueft of Jerufalem diffufed , and perhaps 
magnified , his fame both in the Eaft and Weft. 

During its ftiort exiftence, the kingdom of Je- 
rufalem ’* was fupported by the difeord of the 
Turks and Saracens ; and both the Fatimite caliphs 
and the fultans of Damafeus were tempted to 
facrifice the caufe of their religion to the meaner 
confiderations of private and prefent advantage. 
But the powers of Egypt , Syria , and Arabia , 
were now united by an hero, whom nature and 
fortune had armed againft the Chriftians. All 
without, now bore the moft threatening afpecS; 
and all was feeble and hollow in the internal ftate 
of Jerufalem. After the two firft Baldwins, the 
brother and coiifin of Godfrey of Bouillon , the 
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fceptrc devolved by female fucceflion to ]\Tcli- chap. 
fenda, daughter of the fecond Baldwin, and her 
hufband Fulk, count of Anjou, the father, by a 
former marriage , of our Englilh Plantagenets. 

Their two fons, Baldwin the third and \maury', , 
waged a llrenuous, and not unfucceFful , war 
againft the infidels; but the fon of Ainaury, 

Baldwin the fourth , was deprived, by the leprofy , 
a gift of the crufades , of the faculties both of 
mind and body. His filler Sybilla , the mother of 
Baldwin the fifth, was his natural heirefs: after 
the fufpicious death of her child, Ihe crowned 
her fccond hulliand, Guy of Lufignan , a prince 
of a handfome perfon , but of fuch bafe renown , 
that his own brother Jeffrey was heard to exclaim , 

“ Since they have made him a king, furely they 
“ would have made mr a god!” The choice was 
generally blamed, and the moll powerful valTal, 
Raymond count of Tripoli, who had been ex- 
cluded from the fucceflion and regency, enter- 
tained an implacable hatred againft the king, and 
expofed his honour'and confeience to the tempta- 
tions of the fultan. Such were the guardians of 
the holy city; a leper, a child, a woman, a 
coward, and ^traitor: yet its fate was delayed 
twelve years by fome fupplies from Europe, by 
the valour of the military orders , and by the 
diftant or domellic avocations of their great ene- 
my. At length, on every fide the finking Hate 
was encircled and prcffecUpy an hoftile line ; and 
the truce was violated oy the Franks , whole 
exiftence it protedlcd. A foldier of fortune, Regi- 
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CHAP, nald of^ Chatillon , bad feized a fortrefs on the 
Lix. edge of the defcrt, from whence he pillaged the *^21 

caravans, infulted IMahomet , and threatened the 
cities of Mecca and Medina. Saladin condefcendcd ^>0 

to complain ; rejoiced in the denial of juftice; and 
at the head of fourfcore thoufand horfc and foot, 2 m 

• invaded the Holy Land. The choice of Tiberias 

for his firft fiege was fuggefted by the count of for 

Tripoli, to whom it belonged; and the king of tin 

Jerufalem was perfuaded to drain his garrifons, 2 \\ 

and to arm his people, for the relief of that im- to 

portant place ”. By the advice of the perfidious m 

Raymond, the Chriftians were betrayed into a in 

camp deftitute of water: he fled on the firft onfet 
with the curfes of both nations Lufignan was vc 

ov'erthrown with the lofs of thirty thoufand men ; tc 

and the wood of the true crofs , a dire misfortune ! o: 

was left in the power of the infidels. The royal C 

captive was conduced to the tent ofSaladin ; and 
as he fainted with thirft and terror , the generous c] 

vitftor prefented him with a cup of fherbet cooled \ 

infnow, without fuffering his companion, Rcgi- c 

nald of Chatillon , to partake of this pledge of c 

hofpitality and pardon. “ The perfon and dignity j; 

“ ofa king,” faid the fultan , “ ar^acred; but this ii 

) “ impious robber muft inftantly acknowledge the t; 

“ prophet, whom he has blafphemed, or meet p 

“ the death which he has fo often deferved. ” a 

On the proud or confeientious refufal of the c 

Chriftian warrior, Sal|^in ftrurk him on the head c 

with bis feymetar, and Reginald was difpatcbed by a 

the guards 1 he trembling Lufigivm was fent J 
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to Damafcus to an honourably prifon and fpeedy chap. 
ranfom , but the vidory was ftained b^ the exe- lix. 
cution of two hundred and thirty knights of the 
holpital , the intrepid champions and martyrs of 
their faith. The kingdom was left without a head ; 
and of the two grand mafters of the military* or* 
ders, the one was flain and the other was a pri- 
foner. From all the cities, both of the fea-coaft and 
the inland country , the garrifons had been drawn 
away for this fatal field ; Tyre and Tripoli alone 
could efcape the rapid inroad of Saladin ; and three 
months after the battle of Tiberias he appeared 
in arms before the gates of Jerufalem 

He might exped, that the fiege of a city, fo and city of 
venerable on earth and in heaven, fo interefting 
to Europe and Afia , would rekindle the laft fparks oftoter i.' 
of enthufiafm ; and that , of fixty thoufand 
Chriftians, every man would be a foldier, and 
every foldier a candidate for martyrdom. But 
queen Sybilla trembled for herfelf and her captive 
hufband and the barons and knights , who bad 
efcaped from the fword and chains of the Turtes, 
difplayed the fame fadious and felfilh fpirit in the 
public ruin. The moft numerous portion of the 
inhabitants was compofed of the Greek and Orien- 
tal Chriftians , whom experience had taught to 
prefer the Mahometan before the Latin yoke*’; 
and the holy fepulchre attraded abafeand needy 
crowd, without arms or courage, who fubfifted 
only on the charity of the pilgrims. Some, feeble 
and hafty efforts were made for the defence of 
Jerufiilem; but in the fpace of fourteen days, a • 
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C « A p. vidorious army drove back the failles of the 
lijt. befiegedf planted their engines, opened the wall 
to the breadth of fifteen ctibits , applied their 
fcaling- ladders, and ereded on the breach twelve 
banners of the prophet and the fiiltan. It was in 
vam that a bare-foot procelTion of the queen , the 
women , and the monks , implored the Son of 
God to fave his tomb and his inheritance from 
impious violation. Their foie hope was in the 
mercy of the conqueror, and to the firft fuppliant 
deputation that mercy was fternly denied. “ He 
“ had fworn to avenge the patience and long- 
“ fuffering of the Moflems ; the hour of forgive- 
“ nefs was elapfed , and the moment was now 
“ arrived to expiate in blood, the innocent blood, 
‘‘ which had been fpilt by Godfrey and the firfl 
“ crufaders”. But a defperate and fuccefsful ftruggle 
of the Franks admonifhed the fultan that his 
triumph was not yet fecure ; he liftened with 
reverence to a folemn adjuration in the name of 
' the common father of mankind ; and a fentiment 
of*human fympathy mollified the rigour of fana- 
ticifm and conqueft. He confented to accept the 
city, and to fpare the inhabitants. The Greek 
and Oriental Chriftians were permitted to live 
under his dominion; but it was ftipulatcd, th.it 
' in forty days all the Franks and Latins (hould 
evacuate Jerufalem, and be fafely conducted to 
. the fea-ports of Syria and Egypt; that ten pieces 
of gold fliould be paid for each man, five for 
' each woman , and one for every child ; and that 

• thofe who were unable to purchafe their freedom 
* fhoufd 
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fhould be detained in perpetual flavery. Of fome chap. 
writers it is a favourite and invidious theme to 
compare the humanity of Saladin with the maffa- 
cre of the firfl crufade. The difference would be 
merely perfonal ; but we fliould not forget that 
the ChriftianS had offered to capitulate , and that > 

the Mahometans of Jeruhrlem fnftained the laft 
extremities pf an affault^and dorm. Juftice is 
indeed due to the fidelityVith which the Turkifh 
conqueror fulfilled the conditions of the treaty; 
and he may be defervediy praifed for the glance 
of pity which he caft on the mifery of the van- 
quifhed. Inflead of a rigorous exadion of his 
debt; he accepted a fnm of thirty thnufand by- 
zants, for the ranfom of feven thoiifind poor; • 

two or three .thoufand more were difiniffed by 
bis gratuitous clemency; and the number of flaves 
was reduced to clev'cn or fourteen thoufand per- ^ 
fons. In his interview with the queen, his words, 
and even his tears , fuggefled the kindeft confo- 
lations; his liberal alms were diftributed among 
thofe who had been made orphans or widows by 
the fortune of war; and while the knights of the j 

hofpital were in arms againff him , he allowed 
their more pious brethren to continue, during 
the term of a year, the care and fervice of the 
fick. In thefe adts of mercy the virtue of Saladin 
deferves our admiration and love : he was above 
the neceflity of diHimulation , and his ftern fana- 
ticifm would have prompted him to diffemble, 
rather than to affedl, this prokme compafTion for 
the enemies of the Ivor.an. After Jerukilem had ' 

Vot. X. A a 
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IIX. 






The thirl! 
rrufiidc, by 
IVa, 

A. D. HS8. 



been delivered from the prefence of the ftrangers, 
the fultaii made his triumphant entry, his ban- 
ners waving in the wind and to the harmony of 
martial raulic. The great mofch of Omar, which 
had been converted into a church , was again 
confecrated to one God and his prophet Mahomet; 
the walls and pavement were purified with rofe 
water; and a pulpit, the labour of Nourcddin, 
was erected in the fantftuafy. But when the golden 
crofs that glittered on the (Jome was caff down, 
and dragged through the ftreets, the Chriftians 
of every fedl uttered a lamentable groan , which 
was anfwered by the joyful fliouts of the Moflems. 

In four ivory chells the patriarch had collected 
the croffes, the images, the vafes , and the relics, 
of the holy place: they were feizedby the conque- 
ror, who was defirous of prefenting the caliph with 
the trophies of Chriffian idolatry. H(*.was per- 
fuaded however !to entruft them to the patriarch 
and prince of Antioch; and the pious pledge was 
redeemed by Richard of England., at the expence 
of fifty-two thoufand byzants of gold 

The nations might fear and hope the immediate 
and final expuH'ion of the Latins from Syria; 
which was yet delayed above a century after the 
death of Saladin*’. In the career of vidtory, he 
was firfi; checked by the refinance of Tyre ; the ^ 
troops and garrifons , which had capitulated, 
were imprudently conduded to the Ltme port : 
their numbers were adequate to the defence of 
the place; and the arrival of Conrad of IVlont- 
ferrat infpired the diforderly crowd with confidence 
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and union. His father, a venerable pilgrim , had chap. 
been made priloner in the battle of 1 iberias; but Lix. 
that difafter was unknown in Italy and Greece , 
when the fon was urged by ambition and piety 
to vilit the inheritance of his royal nephew, the^ 
infant Baldwin. The view of the Turkifli banners 
warned him from the hoftile coaft of Jaffa ; and 
Conrad was unanimoufly hailed as the prince and , 
champion of Tyre, which was already befieged 
by the conqueror of Jerufalem. 1 he lirmnefs of 
his zeal, and perhaps his knowledge of a generous 
foe, enabled him to brave the threats ofthefultan, 
and to declare , that fhould his aged parent be 
expofed before the walls > he himfelf would dif- 
charge the firft arrow , and glory in his defeent 
from a Chriftian martyr The Egyptian fleet 
was allowed to enter the harbour of Tyre; but 
the chain was fuddenly ^rawn, and five gallies 
were either funk or taken : a thoufand 'l urks 
were flain in a fally ; and Saladin , after burning 
his engines , concluded a glorious campaign by 
a difgraceful retreat to Damafeus. He was foon ' 
affniled by a more formidable tempeft. The 
pathetic narratives , and even the pidurcs , that 
reprefented in lively colours the fervitude and 
profanation of Jerufalem , awakened the torpid 
fenfibility of Europe : the emperor , Frederic 
Barbarafla , and the kings of France and England, 
affumed the crofs ; and the tardy magnitude of 
their armaments was anticipated by the maritime 
Rates of the Mediterranean and the Ocean. The 
Ikilful and provident Italians firft embarked in 
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the fiiips of Genoa y Pifa , and Venice. They 
were fpeedily followed by the moft eager pilgrims 
of Prance, Normandy, and the Weftern Ifles. 
The powerful fuccour of P'landcrs , Frife, and 
Denmark, filled near an hundred veffels; and the 
northern warriors were diftinguifhed in the field 
by a lofty ftature and a ponderous battle-axe . 
Their encreafing multitudes could no longer be 
confined within the walls of Tyre , or remain 
obedient to the voice of Conrad. They pitied 
the misfortunes , and revered the dignity , of 
Lufignan, who was releafed from prifon, perhaps, 
to divide the army of the Franks. He propofed ^ 
the recovery of Ptolemais , or Acre , thirty miles 
to the fouth of Tyre ; and the place was firit 
invefted by two thoufand horfe and thirty thou- 
fand foot under his nominal command. I fliall 
not expatiate on the ftory of this memorable 
fiege ; which lafted near two years , and confum- 
ed, in a narrow fpace, the forces of Europe 
and Afia. Never did the flame of enthufiafin 
burn with fiercer and more deftrudive rage ; not 
could the true believers , a common appellation , 
who confecrated their own martyrs , refufe fome 
applaufe to the miflaken zeal and courage of their 
advcrfarics. At the found of the holy trumpet, 
the Moflems of Egypt , Syria , Arabia , and the 
Oriental provinces , aflembled under the fervanc 
of the prophet *’ : his camp was pitched and 

removed within a few miles of Acre ; and he 
laboured , night and day , for the relief of his 
brethren and the annoyance of the Franks. Ni>re 
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battles , rot unworthy of the name , were fought 
in the neighbourhood , of mount Carmel , with 
fuch viciffitude of fortune , that in one attack , 
the fultan forced his way into the city ; that in 
one Tally , the Chriftians penetrated to the royal 
tent. By the means of divers and pigeons, a 
regular correfpondence was maintained with the 
befxeged : and , as often as the fea was left open , 
the exhaufled garrifon was withdrawn , and a 
frelh fupply was poured into the place. The 
Latin camp was thinned by famine, the fword, 
and the climate; but the tents of the dead were 
rcplenilhed with new pilgrims , who exaggerated 
the ftrength arjd fpeed of their approaching coun- 
trymen. The vulgar was aftoniflied by the report, 
that the pope himfelf , with an innumerable 
crukide,* was adv'^anced as far as Conftantinople, 
Ti he march of the emperor filled the Eaft with 
more ferious alarms ; the obftacles which he en- 
countered in Afia, and perhaps in Greece, were 
raifed by the policy of Paladin; his joy on the 
death of BarbarolTa was meafured by his eftecra ; 
and the Chriftians were rather difmayed than 
encouraged at the fight of the duke of Swabia 
and his way-worn remnant of five thoufand 
Germans. At length, in the fpring of’the fccond 
year , the royal fleets of France and England caft 
anchor in the bay of Acre , and the fiege was 
more vigoroufly profccuted by the youthful emu- 
3aticv> of the two kings , Philip Auguftus and 
Richard Plantagcnet. After every refourcc had 
been tried , and every hope was exhaufted, the 

A a 3 



I 



CHAP. 

LIX. 



Digitized by Google 




S58 the decline AND FALL 



0 H A P. 
tlX. 



Richard of 
£n^lan<l,iD 
PalePiiic, 

A. D 

II9I, U95. 



defenders of Acre fiibmitted to their fate; a capi- 
tulation was granted, but their li\es and liberties 
were taxed at the hard conditions of a ranfom 
of two hundred thnnfand pieces of gold , the 
deliverance of one hundred nobles and fifteen 
hundred inferior captives, and the reUoration of 
the wood of the holy croft. Some doubts in the 
agreement, and fome d'^lay in the execution, 
rekindled the fury of the Franks, and three thou- 
land lYlollems, almoft in the fultan’s view, were 
beheaded by the command of the fanguinary 
Richard*’. By the conqueft of Acre, the Latin 
powers acquired a ftrong town and a conv'enicnl 
harbour ; but ^the advantage wa's moll dearly 
purchafed. The mtnifter and jiiftorian of Saladin 
computes, from the report of the enemy, that 
their numbers, at different periods, amounted 
to five or fix hundred thoufand ; that more than 
one hundred thoufand Chrillians were flain ; that 
a far greater number was loft by difeafe or 
Ihipwreck ; and that 'K fmall portion ,of this 
mighty hoft could return in fafety to their native 
countries 

Philip Augnflus, and Richard the firft, arc 
the only kings of France and England, who have 
fought under the fame banners ; but the holy 
fcrvice , in which they were enlifted, was incef- 
fantly difturbed by their national jcaloufy; and 
the two fadions , which they proteded in Palcf- 
tine , were more averfe to each other than to the 
common enemy. In the eyes of the Orientals, 
the French monarch was_ fuperior in dignity and 
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power; and in the emperor’s abfence, the Latins chap. 
revered him as their temporal chief His exploits Lix. 
were not adecjiiate to his fame. Philip was brave , 
but the flatclman predominated in his characler ; 
he was foon weary of facriricing his health and 
intcreft on a barren coafl ; the furrender of Acre 
became the fignal of his departure ; nor could he 
juffify this unpopular defertion, by leaving the 
duke of Burgundy, with five hundred knights 
and ten thoufand foot , for the fervice of the 
. Holy Land. The king of Pingland , though 
inferior in dignity, fiirpafTcd his rival in wealth 
and military renown ; and if heroifm be con- 
fined to brutal and ferociou.s valour, Richard 
Plantagenet will ftand high among the heroes of 
the age. T he memory of Caiir de Lion , of the 
lion-hearted prince, was long dear and gloriou.s 
to his Englifh fubjeds; and, at the dillance of 
fixty years , it was celebrated in proverbial fay- 
ings by the grandfons of the Turks and Saracens, 
againft whom he had fought : his tremendous 
name was employed by the Syrian mothers to ' 
filencc their infants; and if an horfe fuddenly 
flatted from the way , his rirler w.as wont to 
exclaim , “ Doft thou think king Richard is in 
“ that bulb"?” His cruelty to the jMahometans 
was the effed bf temper and zeal ; but I cannot 
believe that a foldier, fo free and fearlcfs in the 
ufe of bis lance, would have defeended to whet 
a/ dagger againft his valiant brother Conrad of 
Montferrat, wfio was flain at Tyre by forne 
fccret affaflins I*. After the furrender of Acre , 
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c II A r. and the departure of Philip, the king of England 
Lix. led the crufaders to the recovery of the fea coafl; 

^nd the cities of Cacfarea and Jaffa were added 
to the fragments of the kingdom of Lulignan. 

A march of one hundred miles from Acre to 
Afcalon , was. a great and perpetual battle of 
eleven days. In the diforder of his troops , 
Saladin remained on the field with fevcntecn 
guards, without lowering his ftandard , or fuf- • 
pending the found of his brazen kettle-drum : he 
again rallied and renewed the charge; and his 
preachers or heralds called aloud on the Unitarians^ 
manfully to fland up againfl the Chfiftian idola.- 
ters. But the progrefs of thefe idolaters was irre- ’ 
fiftible : and it was only by demolifliing the walls 
and buildings of Afcalon , that the fultan could 
prevent them from occupying an important fortrefs 
on the coniines of Egypt During a fevere winter, 
the armies flept ; but in thefpring, the Franks ad- 
vanced within a day’s march of Jerufalem , under 
^he leading ftandard of the Enghfti king ; and his 
adlive fpirit intercepted a convoy, or caravan, 
of fcveii thoufand camels. Saladin ” had fixed 
his ftation in the holy city ; but the city was 
ftruck with confternacion and difcord: he faded; 
he prayed; he preached; he offered to fhare the 
dangers of the fiege ; but his jMamalukes , who 
remembered the fate of their companions at Acre, 
prelfed the fultan with loyal or feditioijs clamours, 
to referve his perfon and their courage for the 
future defence of the religion and empire The 
jVloflems were delivered by the fudden , or , as 
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they deemed , the miraculous , retreat of the chap. 
Chrifllaiis ’’’’ ; and the laurels of Richard were 
blaRcd by the prudence , or envy , of his compa- 
nions. The hero, afeending an hill , and veiling 
his face, exclaimed with an indignant voice, 

“ Thofe who are unwilling to refeue , are un- 
“ worthy to view , the fepulchre of Chrift ! ” 

After his return to Acre , on the news that Jaffa ‘ 
was fiirprifed by the fultan , he failed with fome 
merchant veffels , and leaped foremoft on the 
beach ; the cafUe was relieved by his prefence ; 
and fixty thoufand Turks and Saracens fled be- 
fore his arms. The difeovery of his weaknefs 
provoked them to return in the morning; and 
they found him carelefsly encamped before the 
gates with only feventeen knights and three hun- 
dred archers. Without counting their numbers, 
he fuftained their charge; and we learn from the 
evidence of his enemies, that the king of Eng- 
land , grafping his lance , rode furioufly along 
their front , from the right to the left wing , 
without meeting an adverfary who dared to em 
counter his career Am I writing the hiftory of 
Orlando or Amadis? 

During thefe hoftilities , a languid and tedious HU treaty 
negociation ” between the Franks and Moflems, 
was ftarted, and continued, and broken, and again a. n. 1191, 
refumed , and again broken. Some ads of royal September, 
courtefy, the gift of fnow and fruit, the exchange 
of Norway hawks and Arabian horfes, foftened 
the afperity of religious war: from the viciffitude 
of fuccefs, themonarchs might learn tofulped that 
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' A p Heaven was neuter in t\ie quarrel ; nor, after the 
■ trial of each other, could either hope for a decifive 
victory The health both of Richard and Sala- 
din appeared to be in a declining ftate; and they 
. refpetilively fuffercd the ev'ils of diftant and 

domellic warfare : Plantagenet was impatient to 
punifh a perlidious rival who had invaded Nor- 
mandy in his abfencc ; and the indefatigable 
' fultan was fubdued by the cries of the people, 
who was the \ ic!lim, and of the foldiers , who 
' were the inffruments , of his martial zeal. The 
firll demands of the king of England were 
the reftitution of JeruHlem , Palefline, and the 
true crofs; and he firmly declared, that himfelf 
and his brother pilgrims would end their lives in 
the pious labour, rather than return to Europe 
with ignominy and reniorfe. But the confcience 
of Saladin refufed, without fome weighty com- 
penfation, to reftore the idols, or promote the 
idolatry, of the Chriflians : he afferted, with 
equal firmnefs, his religious ant^ civil claim to 
the fovereignty of Paleftine ; defcanted on the 
importance and fantflity of Jerufalera ; and rejected 
all terms of the eltablilliment, or partition, of the 
Latins. The marriage which Richard propofed, 
of his filter with the fultan’s brother, was defeated 
by the difference of faith : the princefs abhorred 
the embraces of a Turk; and Adel, or Saphadin, 
would, not eafily renounce a plurality of wives. 
A perfonal interview was declined by Saladin, 
' who alleged their mutual ignorance of each other’s 
language; and the negociation >vas managed with 
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much art and del.iv by tlicir interpreters and chap. 
envoys. The final agreement was equally dif.ip- i,ix. 
proved by the zealots of both parties, by the 
Roman pontiff and the caliph of Bagdad. It was 
flipulated that Jerufalem and the holy fepulchre 
fliould be open, without tribute or vexation, to 
the pilgrimage of the Latin Chriftians; that, after 
the demolition of Afcalon, they lliould inclufively 
poffefs the fea-coall from Jaffa to Tyre; that the 
count of Tripoli and the prince of Antioch fliould • 
be comprifed in the truce; and that, during three 
years and. three months, all hoffilities fliould ceafe. 

The principal chiefs of the two armies iwore to 
the obfervance of the treaty; but the monarchs 
were fatisfied with giving their word and their 
right-hand, and the royal majefliy was exenfed from 
an oath, which always implies fome fufpicion of 
falfehood and diflionour. Richard embarked for 
Europe to feek a long captivity and a premature 
grave; and the fpace of a few months concluded oeRthofSa- 
thc life and glories of Saladin. The Orientals 
delcribe his edifying death, which happened ttt 
Damafeus; but they feem ignorant of the equal 
diftribution of his alms among the three reli- 
gions or of the difplay of a fhroud , inftead 
of a ftandard, to admonifli the Eaft of the infla- 
bility of human greatnefs. The unity of empire 
was diffolved by his death ; his fons were op- 
preffed by the ftronger arm of their uncle Sapha- 
din; the hoflile interefls of tlic fultans of Egypt, 
Damafeus, and Aleppo were again revived; 
and the Franks or Latins ftood , and breathed , 
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and hoped , in their fortrefTes along the Syrian 
coafl. 

The nobleft monument of a conqueror’.s fame, 
and of the terror which he infpired , is the Sala- 
dine tench, a general tax, which was impofed 
on the laity, and even the clergy, of the Latin 
church for the fervice of the holy war. The 
pradlice was too lucrative to expire with the 
occafion; and this tribute became the foundation 
of all the tithes and tenths on ecclefiaftical bene- 
fices, which have been granted by' the Roman 
pontiff's to Catholic fovereigns , or referved for 
' the Immediate ufe of the apoftolic fee ”. This 
pecuniary emolument muff: have tended to en- 
creafe the interefl; of the popes in the recovery of 
Paleffine; after the death of Saladin they preached 
the crufade, by their epiftles , their legates, and 
their milhonarics ; and the accomphfhment of the 
pious work might have been expeeffed from the 
zeal and talents of Innocent the third **. Under 
that young and ambitious prieft, the fucceffors 
of St. Lccer attained the full meridian of their 
greatnefs ; and in a reign of eighteen years, he 
cxercifed a defpotic command over the emperors 
and kings , whom he raifed and depofed ; over 
the nations , w’hora an interdidl of months or 
years deprived, for the offence of their rulers, of 
, the exercife of Chriftian worfhip. In the council 
of the Lateran he acled as the ecclefiaftical , 
almoft as the temporal, fovereign of the Eaft and 
Weft. It was at the feet of his legate that John 
of England fuaendered his crown ; and Innocenj 
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inay boaft*of tie two moft fignal triumplis over chap. 
fenfe and humanity, the eftablifhment of tranfub- ux. 
llantiation, and the origin of the inquifition. At 
his voice, two crufades, the fourth and the fifth, 
were undertaken; buH except a king of Hungary, 
the princes of the fecond order were at the head 
of the pilgrims ; the forces were inadequate to the 
defign; nor did the effedls correfpond with the 
* hopes and wifhes of the pope and the people. 

The fourth crufa#e was diverted from Syria to The tnurtb 
Conftantinople ; and the conqueft of the Greek 
or Roman empire by the Latins will form the 
proper and Important fubjedt of the next chapter. 

In the fifth *’ , two hundred thouLnd Franks The fifth. 
■Were landed at the eaftern mouth of the Nile. 

They reafonably hoped that Paleftine mufl: be ' 
fubdued in Egypt, the feat and ftorehoufe of the 
fultan ; and, after a fr,ege of fixteen months, the 
Moflems deplored the lofs of Damietta. But the 
Chriftian army was ruined by the pride and in- 
folence of the legate Pel.agius , who , in the 
pope’s name , alTumed the characler of general : 
the fjckly Franks were encotv palled by the waters 
of the Nile and the Oriental forces; and it was by 
the evacuation of Danyetta that they obtained a 
fafe retreat, fome concellions for the pilgrims, 
and the tardy reflitution of the doubtful relic 
of the true crofs. 'I he failure may in fome meafure 
be aferibed to the abufe and multiplication of the 
crufades , which were preached at the fame time 
againft the Pagans of Livonia , the Moors of 
Spain, the Albig^eois of France, and the kings of 
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Sicilv, of the Imperial family. In t^cfe^eritorloiis 
fcrvices , the volunteers might acquire at home 
the fame fpiritual indulgence, and a larger meafiire 
of temporal reward.s; and even the pope.s , in 
their zeal againR a domelljic enemy, were fome- 
times tempted to forget the dillrcfs of their 
Syrian brethren. From the laft age of the crufades 
they derived the occafional command of an army 
and revenue; and fome deep reafoners have* 
fufpeded that the whole enopprife , from the 
firfl fynod of Placentia , was contrived and exe- 
cuted by the policy of Rome. The fufpicion is 
not founded , either in nature or in fad. The 
fuccelfors of St. /Peter appear to have followed, 
rather than guided, the impulfe of manners and 
prejudice; without much forefight of the fcafons, 
or cultivation of the foil , they gathered the ripe 
and fpontaneous fruits of the fuperftition 'of the 
times. 1 hey gathered thefe fruits without toil or 
perfonal danger : in the council of the Lateran , 
Innocent the third declared an ambiguous refolu* 
tion of animating the crufaders by his example; 
but the pilot of the facred vclTel could not 
abandon the helm; nor was Paleftine ever blelfed 
with the prefence of a Roman pontiff 

The perfons, the families, and eftates of the 
pilgrims, were under the immediate protedion 
of the popes; and thefe fpiritual patrons foon 
claimed the prerogative of direding their opera- 
tions, and enforcing, by' commands and cenfurcs, 
tlie accomplifliment of their vow, ' Frederic the 
fecQnd the grandfon of IjarbaroiTa, ^Yas fuccef- 
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lively the pupil , the enemy , and the vidim , of c H a i>. 

the church. At the age of twenty-one years, and Lix. 

in obedience to his guardian Innocent the third , 

he aflumed the crofs ; the fame promifc was 

repeated at his royal and imperial coronations ; 

and his marriage with the heirefs of Jerufalem 

for ever bound him to defend the kingdom of 

his fon Conrad. But as Frederic advanced in age 

and authority, he repented of the rafli engagements 

of his youth: his liberal fenfe and knowledge ' 

taught him to dcfpife the phantoms of fuperftitioii 

and the crowns of Afia: he no longer entertained 

the fame reverence for the fuccellors of Innocent; 

and his ambition was occupied by the redoration 

of the Italian monarchy from Sicily to the Alps. 

But the fuccefs of this project would have reduced 
the popes to their primitiv^e fimplicity; and, after 
the delays and excufes of twelve years, they 
urged the emperor, with intreaties and threats, to 
fix the time and place of his departure for Paleftine. 

In the harbours of Sicily and Apulia, he prepared 
a fleet of one hundred gallies, and of one hun- 
dred vefTels , that were framed to tranfport and 
land two thoufand five hundred knights , with 
their horfes and attendants; his v^affals of Naples 
and Germany formed a powerful army; and the 
number of Englifli crufaders was magnified to 
fixty thoufand by the report of fame. But the 
inevitable, or affedled, flownefs of thefe mighty 
preparations, confumed the ftrength and provi- 
fions of the more indigent pilgrims: the multitude 
was thinned by ficknefs and .defertion , and the 



Digitized by Google 




J 



S6g THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, fultrj'^ fummer of Calabria anticipated the mifchiefs 
Lix. of a Syrian campaign. At length the emperor 
hoiftcd fail at Brundufium, with a fleet and army 
of forty thoufand men ; but he kept the fca no 
more than three days ; and his hafty retreat , 
which was afcribed by his friends to a grievous 
- indifpofition , was accufcd by his enemies as a 
voluntary and obftinatc difobedience. For fuf- 
pending his vow, was Frederic excommunicated 
by Gregory the ninth; for prefuming, the next 
year , to accomplifh his vow , he was again 
excommunicated by the fame pope While he 
ferved under the banner of the crofs , a crufade 
was preached againft him in Italy; and after his 

, return he was compelled to a(k pardon for the 

injuries which he had fulfered. The clergy and 
milit.ary orders of Palcftine were previoufiy in- 
ftrudled to renounce his communion and difpute 
bis commands; and in his own kingdom, the 
emperor was forced to confent that the orders of 
the camp fhould be ilTued in the name of God 
and of the Chriftian republic. Frederic entered 
Jerufalem in triumph ; and with his own hands 
(for no priefl: would perform the office) he took 
the crown from the altar of the holy fepulchre. 
But the patriarch call an interdid on the church 
which his prefence had profaned; and the knights 
of the hofpital and temple informed the fultati 
how cafily he might be furprifed and flain in 
his unguarded vifit to the river Jordan. In fuch 
a ftate of fanaticifm and fadion, vidory w.as 
hopelefs and defence was difficult ; but the 

conclufion 
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conclufion of an advantageous peace maybe imput- chip. 
ed to the difcord of the Mahometans and their per- 
fonal efteem for the charadter of Frederic. The 
enemy of the church is accufed of maintaining 
with the* mifereants an intercourfe of hofpitality 
and friendfhip, unworthy of a Chriftian; of defpif- 
ing the barrennefs of the land; and of indulging 
a profane thought, that if Jehovah had feen the 
kingdom of Naples , he never would have fe- 
ledled Palefline lor the inheritance of his chofen 
people. Yet Frederic obtained from the ftiltan the 
reftitution of Jerufalem, of Bethlem and Nazareth, 
of I'yre and Sidon: the Latins were allowed to 
inhabit and fortify the city ; an equal code of , 
civil and religi ms freedom was ratified for the 
fedlaries of Jefus and thofe of Mahomet; and, 
while the former worfliipped at the holy fepul- 
chre , the latter might pray and preach in the 
mofeh of the temple from whence the prophet 
undertook his nocfurnal journey to heaven. The ■ 
clergy deplored this fcandalous toleration; and 
the weaker Moflems were gradually expelled; 
but every rational objed of the crufades was 
accompliflied without bloodlhed ; the churches 
were reftored , the monafteries were replenilhed ; 
and , in the fpace of fifteen years , the Latins of 
Jerufalem exceeded the number of fix thoufand. 

1 his peace and profperity , for which they were 
ungrateful to their benefador, was terminated 
by the irruption of the ffrange and favage hords 
of Carizmians Flying from the arms of the TnvaCen of 
Moguls, thofe fhepherds of the Cafpian rolled 
VoL. X. B b 
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lieadJong on Syria ; and tlie union of the Franks 
witli tlie fulcans of Aleppo, Ilems, a'nd Damafeus, 
was infuliicicnt to Item the violence of the torrent. 
Whatever flood againll them , was cut off by 
the fword , or dragged into captivity; the mili- 
tary orders were almofl exterminated in a fingle 
battle; and in the pillage of the city, in the 
profanation of tlie holy fepulchrc, the Latins confefs 
and regret the modefly and difeipline of the 
Turks and Saracens. 

Of the feven crufades , the two lafl were under- 
taken by Louis the ninth, king of France ; who 
loft his liberty in Egypt, and his life on the coaft 
of Africa. I wenty- eight years after his death , 
he was canonized at Rome; and frxty-five miracles 
were readily found, and folemnly attefted • to 
juftify the claim of the royal faint The voice 
of hiftory renders a more honourable teftimony, 
that he united the virtues of a king, an hero, 
and a man ; that his martial fpirit was temper ed 
by the love of private and public juftice ; and that 
Louis was the father of his people, the friend of 
his neighbours , and the terror of the infidels. 
Superftition alone, in all the extent of her baleful 
influence corrupted his underftanding and his 
heart; his devotion ftooped to admire and imitate 
the begging friars of Francis and Dominic; be 
purfued with blind and cruel zeal the enemies of 
the faith ; and the beft of kings twice defeended 
from his throne to feek the adventures of a 
fpirltual knight-errant. A monkifh hiftorian would 
have been content to applaud the moll defpicable 
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part of his character; but the noble and j^allant c ii a p. 
Jbinvillc who (hared the friendihip and captivity ux. 
of Louis, has traced with the j)cncil of nature the 
free portrait of his virtues as well as of his failings. 

From this intimate knowledge, we may learn to 
fufpecl the political views of deprefTing, their great 
vadals, which are fo often imputed to the royal 
authors of the crufades. Above all the princes of 
the middle ages , Louis the ninth fuccefsfully ' 
laboured to redore the prerogatives of the crown; 
but It was at home, and not in the Eaft, that he ' 
acquired for himfelf and his pofterity; his vow 
was the refult of enthufiafm and fickncfs; and if 
he were the promoter, he was likew’ife the vidtim , 
of this holy madnefs. For the invafion of Egypt, 

France was exhauded of her troops and trcafurcs; 
he covered the fea of Cyprus with eighteen 
hundred fails ; the mod moded enumeration amounts 
to fifty thou fan d men ; and, if we miglit rrud his 
own confelPion , as it is reported by Oriental 
vanity, he difembarked nine thoufand five hundred 
horfe, and one hundred and thirty thoufand foot, 
who performed their pilgrimage under the fhadow 
of his power 

In complete armour , the oriflamme waving tie takes 
before him, Louis leaped foremoft on the beach ; 
and the ftrong city of Damietta, which had cod 
his predeceffors a fiege of fixteen months, was 
abandoned on the fird affault by the trembling 
Modems. But Damietta was the fird and the ' ■ 
lad of his conqueds; and in the fifth and fixth 
crufades, the lame caufes^ almod on the fame 
" B b 2 
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CHAP, ground, were produtftiv-e of fimilar calamities’*. 

Af er a ruinous dcl iy, which introduced into the 
camp the feeds of an epidemical difeafe , the Franks 
advanced from the fea-coaft towards the capital 
of I' gypt , and flrove to furmount the unfeafonable 
inundation of the Nile , which oppofed their 
progrefs. Under thfe eye of their intrepid monarch, 
the barons and knights of France difplayed their 
invincible contempt of danger and difeipline: his 
brother, the count of Artois, {formed with 
inconfjderate valour the town of I\la(Toura ; and 
the carrier pigeons announced to the inhabitants 
of Cairo, that all was loft. Butafoldier, who 
afterwards nfurped the feeptre , rallied the flying 
troops: the main body of the Chriftians was far 
behind their vanguard ; and Artois was over- 
powered and {lain. A fhower of Greek fire was 
incelTantlv poured on the invaders; the Nile was 
commanded by the Egyptian gallies, the open 
country by the Arabs; all provifions were inter- 
cepted ; each day aggravated the ficknefs and 
famine; and about the fame time a retreat was 
found to be neceffary and impradicable. The 
Oriental writers confefs, that Louis. might have 
efcaped, if he would have defected hLs fubjeds: 
he was made prifoner, with the greateft part of his 
nobles; all who could not redeem their Jives by 
fervicc or ranfom , were inhumanly maffacred ; 
and the walls of Cairo were decorated with a 
„ Hit ctpiivity circle of Chriftlan heads The king of France 
A.tDria'io loaded with chains; but the generous vidor, 

a great grandfon of the brother of Saladin, fent 
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a robe of honour to his royal captive; and his c H a p. 
deliverance, with that of his foldiers, wa.s obtained uk. 
b\' the reftitution of Damietta *' and the payment spni . 
of four hundred thoufand pieces of gold. In a 
foft and luxurious climate , the degenerate children' 
of the companions of Noureddin and Saladin were 
incapable of relifting the flower of European 
chivalry: they triumphed by the arms of their 
flaves or MamaJukes , the hardy natives of Tartary, 
who at a tender age had been purchafed of the 
Syrian merchants, and were educated in the 
camp and palace of the fultan. But Egypt foon 
afforded a new example of the danger of prxtorian 
bands; and the rage' of thefe ferocious animals, 
who had been let loofe on the ftrangers , was 
provoked to devour their benefadlor. In the pride 
of conqueft, Touran Shaw, the laft of his race, 
was murdered by his Mamalukes; and the moft 
daring of the aflalfins entered tlie chamber of the 
captive king, with drawn feymetars', and their 
hands imbrued in the blood of their fultan.> The 
firmnefs of Louis commanded their refpetft ; 
their avarice prevailed over cruelty and zeal ; the 
treaty was accomplilhed ; and the king of France, 
with the relics of his army , was permitted to 
embark for Paleftine. He wafted four years 
within the walls of Acre , unable to viftt Jeru- 
falem, and unwilling to return without glory to 
his native country. 

The memory of his defeat excited Louis , after 
fixteen years of wifdom and repofe, to undertake 
the feventh and laft of the crufades. His finances 

B b j 
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Avere reflored, Ills kingdom was enlarged; anew 
generation of warriors had arifen , and he embarked 
with frefh confidence at the head of fix thoufand 
liorfe and thirty thoufand foot. The lofs of 
Antioch had provoked the cnterprife: a wild hope 
of baptifing the king of Tunis , tempted him to 
fleer for the African coaft ; and the report of an 
immenfe treafure reconciled his troops to the delay 
of their voyage to the Holy Land. Inftead of a 
profelyte, he found a fiege; the French panted 
and died on the burning fands ; St. Louis expired 
in his tQnt; and no foonerhad he clofed his eyes, 
than his fon and fucceffor gave the frgnal of the 
retreat “It is thus,” fays a lively writer, 
“ that a Chriflian king died near the ruins of 
“ Carthage, waging war againft the feclaries of 
“ Mahomet, in a land to which Dido had intrp- 
“ duced the deities of Syria 
A more unjufi: and abfurd conflitution cannot 
bedeviled, than that which condemns the natives 
of a country to perpetual fervitude, under the 
arbitrary dominion of flrangers and {laves. Yet 
fuch has been the ftate of Egypt above five hundred 
years. The mofl; illuftrious fultans of the Baharite 
and Borgite dynaflies were themfelves promoted 
from the Tartar and Circallian bands; and the 
four- and- twenty beys or military chiefs, have 
ever been fucceeded, not by their fons , but by 
their fervmnts. They produce the great charter 
of their liberties, the treaty of Selim the firft with 
the republic ’** ; and the Othman emperor ftill 
accepts from Egypt a flight acknowledgment of 
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tribute and fubjedlion. With fome breathing^ c h 4 p. 
intervals of peace and order , the two dynafties lix. 
are marked as a period of rapine and bloodflied 
but their throne, however fhaken, repofed on 
the two pillars of difeipline and valour ; their * 

fway extended over Egypt, Nubia, Arabia, and 
Syria ; their Mamalukes were multiplied from 
eight hundred to twenty-five thoufand horfe ; 
and their numbers were encreafed by a provincial 
militia of one hundred and feven thoufand foot, 
and the occafional aid of fixty - fix thoufand 
Arabs Princes of fuch power and fpirit could 
not long endure on their coaft an hoflile and 
independent nation ; and if the ruin of the Franks 
was poftponed about forty years , they were 
indebted to the cares of an unfettled reign , to the 
invafion of the Mogols, and to the occafional 
aid of fome warlike pilgrims. Among thefc, the 
Englilh reader will obferve the name of our firft 
Edward, whp alfumed the crofs in the lifetime 
of his father Henry. At the head of a thoufand 
foldiers , the future conqueror of W ales and 
Scotland delivered Acre from a fiegc; marched as 
far as Nazareth with an army of nine thoufand 
men; emulated the fame of his uncle Richard; 
extorted, by his valour, a ten years truce; and 
efcaped , with a dangerous wound , from the 
dagger of a fanatic Antioch whofe f ofs ofAn- 

fituation had been lefs expofed to the calamities 
of the holy war, was finally occupied and ruined Jan<£ 12. 
by Bondoedar, or Bibars, fultan of Egypt and 
Syria; the Latin principality \yas extinguilhed; 
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CHAP, and the firft feat of the Chriftian name was 
XIX- difpeopled by the flaughter of feventecn, and the 
captivity of one hundred, thoufand of her inha- 
' bitants. The maritime towns of Laodicca, Gabala, 

• Tripoli, Berytus, Sidon, Tyre, and Jaffa, and 

the llronger caffles of the Hofpitalersand I'emplars, 
fucceflively fell; and the whole exiftence of the 
Franks was confined to the city and colony of 
St. John of Acre, which is fometimes defcribed 
by the more clallic title of Ptolcmais. 

After the lofs of Jerufalem , y\cre which is 
diftant about feventy miles, became the metropolis 
of the Latin Chriftians, and was adorned with 
flrong and ftately buildings, with aquedudls, an 
artificial port, and a double wall. The population 
was cncreafed by the incefTant ftreams of pilgrims 
and fugitives: in the paufes of hoftility, the trade 
of the Eaft and Weft; was attraded to this convenient 
ftation; and the market could offer the produce 
of every clime and the interpreters of every tongue. 
But in this conflux of nations, every vice was 
propagated and pradifed: of all the difciples of 
Jefus and Mahomet, the male and female inha- 
bitants of Acre were efteemed the moft corrupt; 
nor could the abide of religion be correded by 
the difeipline of law. The city had many fover- 
eigns , and no government. The kings of Jerufalem 
and Cyprus, of the houfe of Lufignan , the princes 
of Antioch, the counts of Tripoli and Sidon, the 
great mafters of the hofpital , the temple , and 
the Teutonic order, the republics of Venice, 
Genoa, and Pifa , the pope’s legate, the kings of 

' France 
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France and England , alTumcd an independent chap, 
command : feventeen tribunals exercifed the povyer nx. 
of life and death; every criminal was proteded in 
the adjacent quarter ; and the perpetual jealoufy of 
the nations often burft forth in ads of violence 
and blood. Some adventurers , who difgraced 
the enfign of the crofs, compenfated their want 
of pay by the plunder of the Mahometan villages: 
nineteen Syrian merchants, who traded under the 
public faith , were defpoiled and hanged by th*e 
Chriftians ; and the denial of fatisfadion juftifiecl 
the arms of the fultan Khalil. He marched againft 
Acre, at the head of fixty thoufand horfe and 
one hundred and forty thoufand foot : his train of 
artillery (if I may ufc the word) was numerous 
and weighty; the feparate timbers of a fingle 
engine were tranfported in one hundred waggons; 
and the royal hiftorian Abulfeda , who ferved 
with the troops^of Hamah , was himfelf a fpedator 
of the holy war. Whatever might be the vices 
of the Franks , their courage was rekindled by 
enthufiafm and.defpair; but they were torn by 
the difeord of feventeen chiefs , and ov'erwhelmed 
on all fides by the powers of the fultan. After xhc lofs of 
a fiege of thirty -three days, the double wall was Acre ami the 
forced by the Modems ; the principal tower a.*’ 
yielded to^heir engines; the Mamalukes made a May is. 
general afiaiilt ; the dity was {formed ; and death 
or flavery was the lot of fixty thoufmd Chridians. 

The convent. Or rather fortrefs, of the Templars 
refilled three days longer; but the great mafler 
was pierced with an arrow; and, of five hundred 
VoL. X. Cq 
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c ir A p. knights, only ten were left alive, lefs happy than 
Lix. the vicilims of the fwordi if they lived to fuffer 
on a fcaffold in the unjnfl and cruel profeription 
of the whole order. 1 he king of Jcrnfalem, the 
patriarch, and the great maficr of the hofpital 
eifecled their retreat to the fliore ; but the fea 
was rough; the veflels were infufticient; and great 
numbers of the fugitives were drowned before ' 
* th^y could reach the ifle of Cyprus, which might 
comfort Lufignan for the lofs of Paleftine. By 
' the command of the fultan , the churches and 
fortifications of the Latin cities were demolifhed: 
a motive of avarice or fear flill opened the holy 
fepulchre to fome devout and defencelefs pilgrims; 
and a mournful and folitary ftlence prevailed along 
the coafl which had fo long refounded with the 
world’s debate 
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